Finding Creative Expression through Spoken Word and the Choreographic Process
 [“Dance above the surface of the World.  Let your thoughts lift you into creativity that is not hampered by opinion” Red Haircrow].
[Fall/2016]

[Dance Room]

[Class Meeting time(s)]

Instructor: 

Randa Broughton 
[Randa1018@yahoo.com]

Grading:  
[ 55-100]

I. Rationale:  
This interdisciplinary course allows students to explore the creative process through the designing of poems that become Spoken Word and movement that becomes dance.  Each student will begin with a brief exploration of both poetry writing and motion design, and than choose a discipline (dance or spoken word) to focus on through out the semester. A key in this course is the collaboration of writers and choreographers in the development of perform pieces integrating Spoken Word with dance in finished performance work.  

II. Course Aims and Outcomes:  
Aims
Students will have the opportunity to investigate how their opinions, thoughts, and ideas shape creative outcomes and give meaning and purpose to what is communicated to an audience. Developing how we communicate with meaning is at the heart of creative expression and ultimately provides us with powerful life skills. 
Specific Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course: 

· Students will be able to access person histories and experiences in developing poetry and choreography that reflects a rich vocabulary of words and movement.

· Students will explore and expand their knowledge of local, national, world, and universal events that have taken place over the course of their lifetime as a platform for their creative work.

· Students will analyze and design how best to present their poetic and choreographic collaborations.

· Students will collect contrasting forms of feedback from peer analysis to video as a way to assess and edit their material.
· Over the three marking periods of the Fall semester students will have created and performed three collaborative Spoken Word/ choreographic projects.

· Students will use weekly journals to reflect on the creative process and brainstorm ideas to create event time lines.

· Students will create weekly mini-projects that will serve as platforms in developing larger performance projects which will be designed, edited, and directed by class participants. 
III. Format and Procedures:  
Each class will begin with a group ice breaker and/or brainstorm to prioritize the day’s work.  Individual journal and project writing will occur during a portion of each class. Small group interactions will be an opportunity to share research for project work. Students will need to be open to working with a range of peers in building choreographic/spoken word collaborations. Working as a group is essential to class success, where participants learn to take on contrasting roles ranging from creator, performer, editor, collaborator, or director. 
IV.  My Assumptions
Igniting the creative impulse in each of us is often times a personal process.  Yet creativity, like with any skill we wish to improve, can increase through the act of doing. Setting up experiments and explorations with which we consistently follow through, will increase our creative instincts and expand the ways in which we problem solve creatively.  This act of investigation in turn strengthens our abilities as communicators and energizes the spectrum we use to express our thoughts, ideas, and ultimately our actions. 
V. Course Requirements: 
1. Class attendance.  Each absence without a note takes 5 points from final grade.  

2. Course readings & dance viewing:  

 
(a) Students will cite the sources used in creating U.S., World, and Universe time lines.  
(b) Students will view, analysis, and discuss choreographic works which integrate language into the artistic work.
3.  Students’ grade will be determined by the following criteria:

Journal maintenance 20%

Class participation    40%

Project presentations 40%

VI.  Inclusivity Statement

We understand that our members represent a rich variety of backgrounds and perspectives. The Art & Dance program is committed to providing an atmosphere for learning that respects diversity. While working together to build this community we ask all members to:
· share their unique experiences, values and beliefs
· be open to the views of others 
· honor the uniqueness of their colleagues
· appreciate the opportunity that we have to learn from each other in this community
· value each other’s opinions and communicate in a respectful manner
· keep confidential discussions that the community has of a personal (or professional) nature 
· use this opportunity together to discuss ways in which we can create an inclusive environment in this course and across the TPS community 
VII. Tentative Course Schedule 
Topics



Class Activity             
      One Journal Entry
                Assignment

	Week 1 (m.p. 1)
How we shape contrasting forms of expression from common experiences
	Compare and Contrast Spoken Word and Choreographic Design as artistic forms of expression.
Hashtag #wordsnaction
Design Words & Actions
	To begin personal time line, record events that have happened to you over your life time that carry personal meaning.
	Research 1 social, political, or cultural event that occurred in NYC during the first 4 years of your life.

	Week 2 (m.p. 1)

Completing, presenting, and assessing #wordsnaction exploration
	Present Hashtag movement word studies to class.
What do you see?

How do they reflect the theme?

How are they contrasting and how might this influence the audience?
	What feelings came up for you during the creation process of #wordsnaction?
Sketch a personal time line using the events you recorded in your journals yesterday.


	Create a check list that could help a student successfully complete the 

#wordsnaction study your group presented.
Research another event or idea that was relevant in the US between your 4th and 8th year of life.

	Week 3 (m.p. 1)
Exploring personal time lines through the language of poetry and motion

	Developing independent movement or poem studies based on one event students have placed on their time lines. Opening, climax, resolution
Create a theme map of small group presentations highlighting topics students explored.
	What were the key elements that supported your word or movement study?
How did you present these elements in your small group presentations to carry the greatest impact?
	Writers Choose 1 topic from theme map to use for poem. Be prepared to share your poem in class by the end of the week. Dancers Choreograph a movement sentence for theme. Be prepared to share with group members.

	Week 4 (m.p. 1)
Designing marking period 1’s group project:

#Personalstoriesnmotion

Roles in each group

Writer/ Co-director

Choreographer

Director

Spoken Word Chorus

Dancers

Guest Presenter
	Small Group: Pair dance & poem themes for project development. Decide on who plays which role for duration of project.

Develop Opening sequence. Completed independent projects will act as base for further elaboration and development as a group project.
Journal Assessment 
	What was affective in rehearsal to support project opening?
Lay out a general outline for project work in order to complete by week 6 of 1st marking period.


	Research relevant topic occurring in the US during the time of 9th to 12th year of your life.

	Week 5
Continuation of project work:  Bringing your story to life

	Projection game
Who do you hear and why?

What motion stands out and why?
	What is working and what do you want to edit or change?
	Research another topic that occurred in US during your 12th to 16th year of life.

	Week 6

Completion of project 1 
	 Reference check list for final rehearsals of projects
	How are you feeling about presenting your project in the next class? What are you most proud of in completing this project?
	Challenge yourself to complete a physical or intellectual task. Be prepared to tell us about it! 

	Week 1 (M.P. 2)
Project presentations
Assessments

Creating US topic timelines
	Video and rubric reference for scoring of presentations.
	What role would you like to pursue in your next group project & why?
Create your US topic timeline.
	Research a World event that occurred during the first 4 years of your life.  Think big! Include the Universe! Cosmos!

	Week 2 (M.P.2)
Using nursery rhymes to play with projection
	How many different emotions can you use to call out the rhymes?
What changes for the audience when the delivery shifts and the words remain the same? Complete this same exploration with taught gesture sequence.

Complete using 5 different Laban influences to affect projection without changing sequence order.
	What have you learned about vocal and movement delivery? What surprised you about this exploration?
	Research World/Universe topic for years 5-8 in your life.

	Week 3 (M.P. 2)

Group brainstorms on US topic timelines? What do you want your audience to feel? How are you going to use language and motion to create these feelings?
	Group Brainstorm
Individual write time

Movement POP UPs
	Where do you see your topics taking you for your second project?
	Research World/Universe topic that was relevant during your 9-12 years of life.

	Week 4 (M.P. 2)

Class theme map to note similarities and contrasts for group project formations.
	Create theme maps as a class.
Individual write/choreograph time


	Write about the topic that is likely to be your project theme:
What have you learned in your research that you feel must be a part of your project?

What form do you see this information taking in the creative process?
	Research  World/Universe topic that was relevant during your 10-16 years of life. 

	Week 5 (M.P. 2)
Sort projects for Writers, Choreographers, performers
What size are our groups?

Which role is each class member fulfilling?
	Organize groups
Draw action graphs

Begin what must be accomplished:

Poetic editing, memorizing, and textural design.

Use action graph to look for links and contrasts in written word and movement design.  As a group assign each member a task to complete as homework that will facilitate the next rehearsal.


	
	Assigned group task.

	Week 6 (M.P. 2)

Continuation of Project 2
	Video assessment day.
After 20 m. of rehearsal each group will be videoed.  We will endeavor to have a different recording device for each group.  This will allow each group to view simultaneously.
	Small group journal writes in response to video viewing:
Where does the action grab your attention & why?

How is the relationship between the poetry and the motion supporting the theme?

Based on the evidence you have gathered record 3 ideas that you want to be developed in next class rehearsal.


	Project is due by the conclusion of the week. Be aware how you manage your time creating, rehearsing, editing, and planning.

	Week 1 (M.P. 3)
Project 2 Presentations
	Video & Rubric used to score project 2
	How was the creative process different in project 2 from project 1?  What have you learned that will help in the success of project 3?
	Create your time line using the research you completed on World and Universe topics that occurred over the course of your life time.

	Week 2 (M.P. 3)
Project Recipe

How many sources of stimulation can we integrate into our work? What is the right balance of ingredients?
	Sound game:
Take out your most recently devised time lines.  As you listen to the various sounds & rhythms, record what elements you think relate to your topics. What associations are you making? What are the similarities, contrasts, and surprises?
	Use the concentric circle graph presented in class. Place your topic in the center, movement associations in the next circle, word associations in the 3rd, and sound associations in the 4th.
Share with a partner.  What patterns do you observe in each other’s graphs?
	Choose 1 of your time line topics and write a poem based on the idea. You will need these in next class to work with a partner.


	Week 3 (M.P.3)

What do we hear, see, and feel? Finding new angles in our ideas.

Week 4 (M.P. 3)

Group Think to create groups, narrow down topics and decide roles of Writers, Musicians, Movers, Speakers


	Word Swap Duel

Design your sound game

Name that move

Unlike your previous 2 projects, the performance of your work will require your group to blend presentational elements.  Perhaps the poets are moving & speaking, or dancers speaking or creating sound accompaniment…. 
	Reflect on our game playing today.  What parts did you enjoy the most and why?

Based on this assessment decide which 2 roles you would like to fulfill for our last project.

What is working and why? What elements strengthen your theme and what components blur your purpose?
	Create your group Navigational plan. Use words, images, & symbols to represent what you envision your audience to experience.

	Week 5 (M.P. 3)        2 Weeks to take off!!
	During the rehearsal process I will be rotating through the groups asking:
What is really cool about the part you are working on?

What is going to surprise your audience?

Video :  What take are you on? How is the material changing? Why is it changing?


	Fill out project check list.  Use this as a way to set goals for next rehearsal.
	

	Week 6 (M.P. 3)
Final week!!

Focus & Finish!
	Complete projects & Present to class.
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