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TIMELY HOMEWORK POLICY
Purpose of Homework:
There are several important purposes for homework.  At College of Staten Island High School for International Studies, homework is used to help students understand and review the work that has been covered in class, to assess whether students understand the content of the lesson, to help students learn how to find and use more information about a subject, and/or to be prepared for the next day’s lesson.  Homework counts for 20-25% in all classes.
Schools in which homework is routinely assigned and graded tend to have higher achieving students.  Homework should be necessary and useful, appropriate to the ability and maturity level of students, well explained and connected to the coursework, and clearly understood by students.  Homework should be tied to the current subject matter, assigned in amounts and levels of difficulty appropriate to the grade level and skill bands of the Common Core State Standards, and should be checked quickly, with feedback to students.
CSI High School is eager to provide the best possible educational opportunities for all our students.  In tandem with these opportunities, CSI High School is committed to promoting college and career readiness.  College and career readiness is predicated on students’ being serious about their learning/education, responsible, accountable, prudent in personal choices, and self-managing personal time and school obligations.  CSI High School works to support students through professional and supportive staff, advanced learning opportunities, rich learning materials and resources, tutoring programs, the College Now program, parent involvement, weekend regents exam preparation, and our advisory programs.  For most students only about seven hours per day of a pupil’s time is under the supervision of the school.  Learning however is expected to happen beyond the time spent at school through studying, independent work (homework), nightly review of work done through the day, and various learning extensions activities like projects.  To this end, parents and the public share the responsibility for educating children in all aspects of life.  Homework, along with clubs, sports, special programs, tutoring, and other activities is an important facet to a full bodied educational program.
Timeliness Policy on Homework 
Homework is defined as tasks assigned to students by school teachers which are intended to be carried out during non-school/non-class hours if not completed during class time.  Generally speaking, these assignments are routine in nature.  For the purposes of this policy, homework does not include long-term projects, research papers, tests, etc. which have separate policies.  Likewise where technology is needed to complete homework students must be diligent about managing their technology access.  If a student does not have access to technology at home, he/she should consider the public library, the school library or this should be addressed to the teacher who can make arrangements for the student to use technology within the school after the school day.
Recognizing that being prepared for class, college/career, and life itself involves being responsible and accountable; absent exigent circumstances, if homework is turned in after the original due date and class time, it will not be graded/receive credit.  The due date for homework is the day specified by the teacher during the block/period the student has the class on his/her official program.  Courses that vary from this policy must have prior administrative approval and notification of the alternative policy must be given to the students and parents in writing during the first few days of class. 
 
Rationale for Homework Timeliness Policy
 
In the school’s most recent formal review, the 2014-2015 School Quality Review, it was noted that “although teachers establish a culture for learning that communicates high expectations for all learners, student ownership over their learning is not yet evident across grades.”  Previously, the late homework policy varied by teacher, with some teachers allowing students to wait until the end of the marking period to submit homework for reduced credit, while other teachers may have provided a couple days, if any, to submit late homework. This model was confusing to students, incentivized procrastination, and confounded parents/guardians for a range of reasons.  It also promoted lack of seriousness and attention to deadlines and led students to often not be prepared for their classes when introduction/front loading of material was necessary for students to perform optimally the next day.  The timeliness requirement aims to:
 
         Unify policy across all course and all faculty members;
         Incentivize students to stay on task, keep current, and focused on day to day learning;
         Promote habits of organization, accountability, ownership, and responsibility so crucial in success in college and career and life;
         Reinforce time management skills taught with respect to planning ahead and using time wisely;
         Decrease the amount of late homework turned in;
         Increase homework being completed during the unit currently being studied so it will have the intended benefit and align to the current learning within the classroom;
         Ensure the integrity and authenticity of student work and dissuade collusion;
         Have students gain more benefit from the homework by doing it while the lesson is freshest in their minds;
         Reduce the “snowballing effect” which occurs when students start to fall behind and are unable to catch up; and
         Eliminating the potential backlog of unfinished late homework and thus helping reduce stress as students can focus just on current homework.
 
