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“Whenever the people are well informed, they can be trusted with their own government. ”  – Thomas Jefferson
 
“Democracy is the worst form of government, except for all the others.”  – Winston Churchill

Course Guidelines 2019-2020

This class will examine different schools of thought on the purposes and limitations of government through a comparative study of modern-nation states.

AP Comparative Government and Politics is a survey course designed to give students the analytical skills and contemporary understandings needed to be informed citizens of the United States and to discuss modern politics at the college level.  As required by the College Board, this course will give include an in –depth investigation of US politics, public policy and foreign affairs as well as an overview of the political systems of Mexico, the Russian Federation, Iran, the United Kingdom, China and Nigeria. While some of our coursework will include a historical framework for understanding modern regimes in our nations of focus, emphasis in this class is on contemporary political trends and problems. 

 By the end of this course students will be able to make insightful comparisons about these nations of study based on all of the following sub-units in our curriculum: 

1. Sovereignty, Authority and Power – who holds power in a nation and what limits expressions of said authorities

2. Citizens, Society and the State – the role of the people and how the dynamics of popular culture shape politics and social change


3. Political Institutions – the extent to which agencies of the state impact public policy and social interaction

4. Public Policy – the legislative process and how laws reflect/steer public and private life


5. Political and Economic Change – the causes and effects of governmental and economic policy and behavior on the aforementioned aspects of individual nation states and well as global interactions
IT should be noted major changes to the exam are planned for the 2020 academic year. Some of these units or content may be modified when the College Board updates course material. The new exam will put a stronger emphasis on analytical reading and writing skills . 





Course expectations- 

Anticipate  90 minutes of homework/ studying every week and 45 minutes of work the weekend. While some reading/ note taking assignments may not be checked but interim reading and discussion assessments will not be announced and will count as quiz grades on a regular basis.

All CSIHSIS rules regarding conduct, late work and academic integrity are in effect. 
Be mindful that collegiate decorum and an enterprising spirit are expectations for participants in an AP course.  

Study groups

Study groups can be an excellent resource for material review at the college level. Usually they are self-selected peer teams organized by students themselves as opposed to professors, but I am institution this fixture in our class to promote a collegiate atmosphere and mutually accountable classroom. Simply put, the better prepared you are as individuals in this class, the richer our experience of the course will be together as a group. You will be assigned a study group and required to meet with them bi-monthly to review materials for upcoming exams and assessments. Study groups will be assigned review questions and asked to submit evidence of group meetings in sessions outside of class. Details will follow but be mindful that while the evidence will not be graded it is required for credit in the Study Group category of our class grade.

 Nation-State Research Portfolio- 
 
As we complete each unit, you will add one 2-3-page reflection or research paper to your “Nation State Portfolio.” For each of these papers you will explain how the unit of study compares/ relates to your summer assignment nation. 

When we conclude the unit on the nation you were assigned over summer, you will compose an in-depth reflection on ONE issue of contemporary importance in your nation of study. This is a choice assignment each marking period, but must reflect synthesis of unit materials, original research and an original thesis with a comparative framework – how does this units’ nation of focus compare to the nation you analyzed over summer? 

Current Events – In an effort to keep you up-to-date on all the nations of study in this course, every     Tuesday and Thursday will begin with a 5-7 minute student presentation on a current event from one of our nations of study. Presentation guidelines will be distributed in class but be mindful that you will not receive individual reminders of your presentation date once the schedule has been posted. You may not swap presentation dates with classmates. In the event of illness you will be assigned a make up presentation date. Presenters are not exempt from other assignments that may be due on their presentation date, so plan your work accordingly. 
       
       Grading- 
Because this is a college level course, you are responsible for reading and reflection writing more than any other type of assessment. 

30 % exams and quizzes (including Friday vocabulary quizzes except on test weeks)
20% projects, papers and Nation State Portfolio components
30% class work and homework assignments
20% participation including seminars and Current Event presentations
Note - if you do not give a CE presentation in a given marking period, your seminar participation grade counts more!

Students registered for this course must prepare one each of all of the following supplies for THEIR OWN PERSONAL USE in class: 
1) Large, hard covered three-ring binder 
2) Three two-pocket folders with holes for binder storage with 6 dividers
3) A functional google classrooms CSIHS ID and account
4) The AP Comparative Government Review book (listed above – we can provide a loaner if you prefer)
5) 5 packs of index cards
6) A shoebox for storage of index cards (SAFMEDs) and rubber bands or binder clips for organizing them

Current event presentation guidelines – 

1. Format - Your presentation will be a 5-7 minute presentation. You may use note cards or a Power Point to maintain focus and organization in your presentation but your grade will be based on the quality and content of your oral presentation. 
       
2. News Summary - Summarize two news articles (from different sources, one must be an international news source) on the same / related event in your assigned nation. Include the author’s name, title of article and source of the article in your presentation. 

3. Correlation to content - Explain how the article relates to one of the concepts or terms that we have covered in class thus far. Work beyond superficial connections. Your presentation should illustrate thoughtful reflection on this correlation. 

4. International Comparison - How does this issue/ event compare to modern-day political, economic or social trends in the United States or any other nation we have discussed in class? Refer to specific examples as evidence of your comparison. Be mindful that your audience needs to understand your comparison, so you may need to explain the relevant US issue/ event to the class.



Unit 1: Introduction to Comparative Politics (3 weeks)

College Board Standard Emphasis: Introduction to Comparative Politics, Data Analysis, And Contemporary News Analysis

Students will be able define the following terms in context: 
	Anarchy 

	Authority
	Autocracy
	Capitalism
	Communism

	Democracy
	Development Index
	Dialectic
	Dictatorship
	Diplomacy


	Empire
	Federalism
	Ideology
	Geopolitics
	Globalization


	Laissez Faire
	Legitimacy
	Materialism
	Monarchy

	Morality

	Nation
	Oligarchy
	Popular Sovereignty
	Regime
	Socialism


	Social Contract
	State
	Theocracy
	Utilitarianism
	Utopian





Essential Questions: 

What is comparative politics? Why is it important? 

How do we compare political systems? 

What is the purpose of government? 

What factors contribute to legitimacy in modern nation-states? 

To what extent is globalization challenging the concept of national governments and political autonomy? 

Readings: 

Roskin, Chapter 1: The Concept of Country

Dalton, Russell, “The Social Transformation of Trust in Government.” International Review of Sociology.    Web. 2005. http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un-dpadm/unpan044542.pdf

Goldman, Emma, Anarchism and Other Essays. 1917. Web. Project Guttenberg. 2009. http://www.gutenberg.org/files/2162/2162-h/2162-h.htm

Hobbes, Thomas, Leviathan. 1651. Web. Constitution Society. 2012. http://constitution.org/th/leviatha.txt
. 
Marx, Karl, The Communist Manifesto. 1848. Web. Australian National University. 2010. http://www.anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/classics/manifesto.html

Paine, Thomas, Common Sense. 1776. Web. Constitution Society. 2012.  http://www.constitution.org/tp/comsense.htm

Plato, The Republic. 360 BCE. Web. Internet Classics Archive. 2009. http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.html

Rousseau, Jean Jacques, The Social Contract or Principles of Political Right. 1762. Web. Constitution Society. 2012. http://www.constitution.org/jjr/socon.htm

      Roy, Arundhati, Power Politics. South End Press, Cambridge. 2001.

Smith, Dan, The Penguin State of the World Atlas. Penguin Books: New York. 2008. 

CIA World Factbook. Central Intelligence Agency. Web. 2012. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/


Assessments: 

Nation Study Research Presentations  

Political Systems Skills Workshop – Cornell Note Taking and Comparison Matrix (Primary Source Data Analysis) 

Political Theory Seminars: Purpose of Government; Citizens and State

Current Event Connections Presentations

Vocabulary Test 1

Free Response Essay 1 – Open note (choice of three questions from previous AP exams utilizing summer project and notes from peer presentations) Emphasis: Comparative Political Systems

Unit 2:  Democratization (3 weeks) 

College Board Standard Emphasis: Citizens Society and the State, Analytical and Interpretive Writing, Contemporary News Analysis

Students will be able to define and explain the following terms in context: 

	Absolutism
	Authoritarianism
	Causality
	Coalition
	Constitution

	Diplomatic recognition
	Electoral franchise
	Ethnicity
	Euro Zone
	European Union

	Failed state
	Feudalism
	GDP
	GNP
	Integration

	Interest group
	Lobby
	Multinational
	Parliament
	Per capita

	Pragmatic
	President
	Prime Minister
	Quarrels
	Redistribution

	Reification
	Russification
	Secularization
	Sovereignty 
	Suffrage

	Theory
	Unilateralism
	
	
	





Essential Questions: 

Is democracy the ideal political system? 

To what extent are modern democracies truly “democratic”? 

Is democratization in the developing world the new imperialism? / Can democracy be imposed? 


Topics: 
Origins of democracy: Greece, Rome, Glorious Revolution, American Democracy

American Electoral Politics: US Candidate Study

Developing Democracies: Iraq, Afghanistan and Uganda

NGOs and Global Diplomacy: Non-democratic institution case studies (UN, WTO, World Bank)

Assessments: 
Reading and Seminar:  Can government “by the people” serve their best interest? 

NGO Study Group Presentations: UN, WTO, World Bank

AP Exam Free Response Research Assignment and Rubric Workshop 

Current Events Connection Presentations

Debate: Should we eliminate the Electoral College?

Exam 2

AP Writing Prompt 2,3 (Emphasis: Democratic Systems and Democratization)


Readings: 

Aanan, Kofi, “Democracy Can Not Be Imposed…”. United Nations Information Service. Web. September, 2003. http://www.unis.unvienna.org/unis/pressrels/2003/sgsm8860.html

Baker, Peter, “A Quieter Approach to Spreading Democracy Abroad.” The New York Times. Web. 2009. http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/22/weekinreview/22baker.html?pagewanted=all

College Board: Democratization Briefing Paper
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap05_comp_govpol_demo_42252.pdf

Chomsky, Noam, “Deterring Democracy.” 1992.  Natural Thinker. Web. http://www.naturalthinker.net/trl/texts/Chomsky,%20Noam/Chomsky,_Noam_-_Deterring_Democracy.pdf

       Detoqueville, Alexis, Democracy in America. J & H. G Langley: New York. 1841. Internet. 
http://books.google.com/books?id=s0MWjdGhJyoC&printsec=frontcover&dq=democracy+in+america&hl=en&sa=X&ei=AdvhT9HOC4H50gGsmLnDAw&ved=0CDcQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=democracy%20in%20america&f=false

Hobbsbaum, Eric, The Age of Extremes: A History of the World 1914-1991. First Vintage Books: New York. 1996.

       Hussain, Mohammed, “Can Democracy Be Imposed in Muslim Countries?” American Thinker Magazine.  
       Web. 2006. http://www.americanthinker.com/2006/12/can_democracy_be_imposed_in_mu.html

Lang, Anthony, “Democracy Can Not Be Imposed By Force.” Carnegie Council for Foreign Affairs.. Web. 2006. http://www.carnegiecouncil.org/resources/ethics_online/5405.html

Mc Foul, Michael, “Advancing Democracy Abroad: Why We Should and How We Can.” Sanford University Press. United Kingdom: 2010.

Constitutions of  India, Italy, Iran and The United States


Unit 3: Great Britain  & the EU(3-4 weeks) 

Emphasis: Political Institutions; Sovereignty Authority and Power

       To what extent do traditional institutions like the Queen and hereditary peerages inform legislation in                      
       Great Britain? 
 
       With no constitution to follow, how does Parliament get anything done? 

       Does the Prime Minister’s actions reflect or inform British political culture? 

       What does it mean to be a commonwealth of the British Empire in the modern world? 

       Has EU membership been mainly beneficial or problematic for Britons? 
 
 Has devolution of Ireland and Scotland strengthened or weakened political legitimacy in Britain? 


Readings: 

Act of Union, 1706. Web. http://www.rahbarnes.demon.co.uk/Union/index.htm

Ascherson, Neal “Will Scotland Go It’s Own Way?” The New York Times. Web. February 12, 2012. http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/27/opinion/independence-for-scotland.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. European Commission. Web. 2001. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/charter/pdf/text_en.pdf


English Bill of Rights, 1689. Web. The Avalon Project. http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/england.asp

Macintyre, James “From Devolution to Independence”. The New York Times. Web. February 8, 2012. http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/09/opinion/from-devolution-to-independence.html?pagewanted=all

Mitchell, Justine, “Parliamentary Supremacy in the UK Since Joining the European Union.” University of Central Lancashire. Web. 2011. http://www.uclan.ac.uk/information/services/ldu/research/mitchell.php

Moore, Barrington, The Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.  Beacon Press: Boston. 1966. (Chapter 1) 

“Good Lords: A Crisis for Cameron.” The Economist. Print. July 14-20,  2012.

Godson, Dean “Lessons from Northern Ireland for the Arab Israeli Conflict”. Jerusalem Viewpoint. Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs. October 2004. Web. http://jcpa.org/jl/vp523.htm

Quinlant, Roland British Prime Ministers, From Disraeli to Blair. Continuum: London. 2011.

Roskin, Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Wagner, Adam, “Does Parliamentary Sovereignty Still Reign Supreme?” The Guardian. Web. January 27, 2010. http://www.guardian.co.uk/law/2011/jan/27/supreme-court-parliamentary-sovereignty


UK Parliament (Various Sources.) Web. 2012. www.Parliament.uk
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmeuleg/633/633i.pdf

Film Excerpts: 

The IRA and Sinn Fein (1997)
The Iron Lady (2011) 
The Queen (2006) 
Prime Ministers’ Question Time (2012)  http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006nldz 
Winston Churchill: Walking With Destiny (2010) 


Assessments: 
Mock Parliament & Party Study – debate on two bills presently debated in the House of Commons (through the eyes of specific UK political parties) http://services.parliament.uk/bills/
 
Prime Minister Profiles (Talking Heads Panel Simulation)

 Issue Debates: National Health and the Dole; North Ireland’s Independence; Hereditary Peerages; EU and Foreign Policy; 

Free Response Practice: (Emphasis: Parliamentary Systems; The Eurozone and UK Sovereignty)
 
Peer Editing and Grading

Parliament vs. Congress (comparison chart) 

Nationalist Violence: Terrorism or Patriotism comparison report/ presentations

Unit Exam


Unit 4: Russia (3 weeks) 

Emphasis: Political and Economic Change, State and Nation, Comparing Political Institutions, 
Contemporary News

Students will be able to define the following terms in context
	Apparatchik
	Asset-stripping
	Authoritarianism
	Bureaucratization
	Bolshevik
	Capital Goods

	Caucasus
	CAS
	Ceasaropapism
	Central Committee
	Chauvinism
	Cold War

	Coup
	CPSU
	Cult of Personality
	Cyrillic
	Defacto
	Default

	Demography
	Duma
	Fertility rate
	Flight capital
	Genesk
	Geopolitics

	Glasnost
	Gosplan
	Gulag
	Hard Currency
	Infant mortality rate
	Input-output table

	Interior ministry
	Junta
	Kleptocracy
	Liberal democracy
	Mafia
	Middle way

	New Economic Policy
	Nomenklatua
	North Caucus
	Opportunist
	Perestroika
	Proletariat

	Perestroika
	Red-Brown
	Reify
	Runaway System
	Slavophiles
	Socialism

	Totalitarianism
	Tsar
	Warsaw Pact
	Westernizer
	Zemstvo
	



Emphasis: Political and Economic Change; Citizens, Society and the State; Political Institutions

Essential Questions: 
What caused the Iron Curtain to fall? 

Does Russia remain a global superpower? 

To what extent has Russia fulfilled its promise of democracy? 

How does Russia’s federalist system compare to that of the United States? 

What are the complexities of democratization in a formerly communist state? 

Is political legitimacy earned or crafted by world leaders?


Readings: 


Appignanesi, Richard, Lenin for Beginners. Hyperion Books: New York. 1986. 

Barry, Ellen “After Election, Putin Faces Challenges for Legitimacy.” The New York Times. March 5, 2012. Web. http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/06/world/europe/observers-detail-flaws-in-russian-election.html?pagewanted=all

Cohen, Steven, “Is the US Returning to a Cold War With Russia?” The Nation. June 18, 2012. Web. http://www.thenation.com/article/168460/us-returning-cold-war-russia

Constitution of the Russian Federation, 1993. http://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-01.htm

The Levada Center, “Russia Votes.” Center for the Study of Public Policy, University of Strathclyde. Web. 2012. http://www.russiavotes.org/index.php

Malia, Martin, Russia Under Western Eyes. Belknap Press. Boston: 1999. Web. http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/m/malia-russia.html


Roxburgh, Angus, “Strongman”. November 2008. Palgrave Macmillan: New York. 2012. 

Roskin, Chapters 8-11

World Savvy Staff, “The Transition from Socialism to Capitalism.” World Savvy Monitor. Web. 
       http://worldsavvy.org/monitor/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=378&Itemid=707

Assessments: 

Cold War: from Russia’s Perspective – Pair webpage publishing (Culminating in an Interactive Digital Timeline) 

Putin Study: Prime Minster to President –						
Group research and PowerPoint presentations on the major events (one event per group) leading up     to the transition from the Soviet State to the Russian Federation and the Independent states of the former USSR
End-of-unit interpretive essay: How does Russia’s current political system affect the chance of it   becoming a true democracy? 
AP Free Response: Presidents and Prime Ministers
Trend Study & Data Research Lab: Contested Elections in the modern world (Russia, Mexico, Iran, Manyamar, Egypt, New York 2010) 

Films: 
Election Day (2010)
Goodbye, Lenin (2008) 
Putin’s Plan (2008) http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/russia703/

Unit 5: China (3 weeks) 

Emphasis: Political and Economic Change; Data Analysis; Compare/ Contrast

Students will be able to define and explain the following terms in context: 

	Asian Tigers
	Boxers
	Cadre
	Confucianism
	Dynastic Cycle


	Extraterritoriality
	Four Modernizations
	Gang of Four
	GNP

	GDP

	Hyperinflation
	Kuomintang
	Liberalize
	Manchu
	Man-land Ratio

	Mass line
	Meiji
	Man-land ration
	Middle Kingdom
	Mongol


	Nationalist
	One Child Policy
	Open Door
	Outsourcing
	One Child Policy


	Premier
	Propaganda
	Purchasing power
	SEATO
	Sphere of Influence

	Steady State
	Subsidy
	Taiping
	Taiwan
	Third World


	Treaty Port
	Viceroy
	Voluntarism
	Warlord
	Warring States


	WTO
	Yuan
	
	
	



       Essential Questions: 

What are the cultural and political legacies of imperial rule in China? 

Why and how did communism defeat nationalism in China? 

To what extent has China’s economic integration impacted human rights for it’s people? 

Is the concept of “Two Chinas”, agricultural and urban, beneficial for the nation as a whole? 

Should the global community rally to democratize China? 


Readings: 

Constitution of The People’s Republic of China, 1982. Web. http://english.people.com.cn/constitution/constitution.html


Elliott, Dorinda, “China’s WTO Guinea Pigs: Will They Bring Political Change?” PBS Wide Angle. Web. July 18, 2002. http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/episodes/to-have-and-have-not/essay-chinas-wto-guinea-pigs-will-they-bring-political-change/1667/

“How China Sees the World,” The Economist.  Web. March 19, 2009. http://www.economist.com/node/13326106

“China’s Achilles Heel”, The Economist. Web. April 21, 2012. http://www.economist.com/node/21553056

Pei, Minxin, “The Loneliest Superpower.” Foreign Policy. Web. March, 2012. http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/03/20/the_loneliest_superpower

Roskin, Chapter 12


Films: 
The Tank Man
China: To Have and Have Not (2005) 
Along the Yangtze (2008) 

Assessments: 

Class-generated interactive timeline of Chinese history

Study Group presentations of data based policy solutions to socio economic issues in China: Overpopulation; Migrant Work; Censorship; Women’s Rights; Rural Poverty

China and Russia Free Response Question: Communist Regimes/ Post Communist Governments

       Current Events Presentations

Unit Exam


Unit 6: Mexico (3 weeks) 

Emphasis: State and Nation; Political and Economic Change; Political Institutions

Students will be able to define and explain the following terms in context: 

	Austerity
	Bilateral opposition
	Cacique
	Caudillo
	Chiapas

	Clientelism
	Corporatism
	Creole
	Dedazo
	Dependency theory

	Egalitarian
	Edijo
	Fair trade
	Free trade
	GATT 


	Hacienda
	
	Machismo
	Mercantilism
	Migrant work


	Mestiaje
	NAFTA
	Narcotraficante
	Neoliberalism
	OAS

	Persinalismo
	Political institution
	Political power
	Positivism
	Pre-Columbian



	Priismo
	Quizotic
	Remittance
	Sexenio
	statism


	
	
	
	
	




Essential Questions: 

What have been the enduring legacies of colonialism in Mexico? 

Why is Mexico (and many other countries in Latin America) so riddled with corruption? 

How has Mexico changed as a result of NAFTA and global integration? 

As a federation of states, how does Mexico’s political structure compare that in the USA? 

Is migration and migrant work beneficial for Mexicans and the development of Mexico? 

How have party politics shaped the political and cultural development of modern Mexico? 

Why was the 2012 presidential election of Enrique Nieto so controversial?



Readings: 

The Political Constitution of the Union of Mexican States, 1917. Organization of American States. Web.
http://www.oas.org/juridico/mla/en/mex/en_mex-int-text-const.pdf

Rubio and Davidow, “Mexico’s Disputed Election” Foreign Affairs. Web. 2006. 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/61917/luis-rubio-and-jeffrey-davidow/mexicos-disputed-election

“Mexico,” The New York Times. Web. July 12, 2012. http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/mexico/index.html

“The Fashion to be Federal,” The Economist. Web. February 24, 2001. http://www.economist.com/node/18227532

Amuchastegui, Cruz, Aldaz and Meja, “The Complexities of the Mexican Secular State and the Rights of Women.” United Nations Research Institute for Social Development. Web. 2010.  http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BCCF9/httpNetITFramePDF?ReadForm&parentunid=7E3249044579CB6EC125776900445C2F&parentdoctype=paper&netitpath=80256B3C005BCCF9/(httpAuxPages)/7E3249044579CB6EC125776900445C2F/$file/Mexico19July10.pdf

Maxwell, Keneth, “Mexico, Waiting for Justice in Chiapas.” Foreign Policy. Web. 1995
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/50712/kenneth-maxwell/mexico-waiting-for-justice-in-chiapas-a-report-by-physicians-for

North American Free Trade Agreement, 1994. Web. http://www.nafta-sec-alena.org/en/view.aspx?x=343&mtpiID=ALL


O’Niel, Shannon, “The Old Guard and the New Mexico.” Foreign Affairs. Web.  June 6, 2012. 
Bonner,  Robert and Tepperman, Jonathan,  “On the Drug War With Mexico.”  http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/137677/shannon-k-oneil/the-old-guard-in-a-new-mexico

       Roskin, Chapter 13

Stiglitz, Joseph, “The Broken Promises of NAFTA.” Global Policy Forum. Web. January 2004. http://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/162/27934.html

Films
The Ballad of Juan Calzada, 2005
The Fence, 2007

       Assessments: 

       Digital Interactive timeline: Mexican History

Division of Power: Statehood in Mexico Flow Chart

2012 Election Study  - The PRI and Mexican Domestic Affairs

Indigenous Rights Briefs – Pair presentations

Mexican Independence Comparative Research Report: Historical Comparison with one nation other than those in our curriculum 

Debates: Immigration, Outsourcing and Migrant Work  (through party line lenses) 

       Current Events Presentations

       Free Response: Federation Governments

       Unit Exam


Unit 7: Iran (4 weeks) 
Emphasis: Public Policy; Political and Economic Change; Comparisons 

Students will be able to define the following terms in context

	Assembly of Experts
	Ayatollah
	Canon law
	Cleric
	Containment

	Expediency Council
	Fatwa 
	Fundamentalism
	Fundamentalism
	Green Revolution

	Guardian Council

	Hezbollah
	Islamism
	Jihad
	Majil

	Mullah
	OPEC
	Ottoman
	Pan-Arabism
	Purdah


	
Secularization
	Shah
	Sharia law

	Shia
	Sunni

	Thermidor
	Velayat-al-faqih
	
	

	




Essential Questions: 
In spite of centuries of autonomous “Persianhood”, why is Iran often referred to as an Arab state? 

Can theocracy be democratic? 

How has the possession of oil reserves shaped Iranian politics over the past 100 years? 

Is the Amajenedad presidency a sign of social progress or increased hegemony and religious fundamentalism in Iranian politics? 

To what extent has social media impacted human rights in the modern world? 

Are UN and US sanctions on Iran justified? 

Does oil wealth breed political corruption? 


Readings: 

Apple, R.W. “A Million Marchers Rally for Khomeini In Teheran Streets.” The New York Times. Web. January 19, 1979. http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/archival/19790120iranrev.pdf

Blight, Pullam and Tarpei, “Arab Spring: An Interactive Timeline of Middle East Protests.” The Guardian. Web. September 2010. http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2011/mar/22/middle-east-protest-interactive-timeline

Borouherdi, Mehrzad “Iran Briefing Paper.” The College Board. Web.  2005. http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap05_comp_govpol_iran_42251.pdf

Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 1979. Web. Iran Chamber Society. 2012. http://www.iranchamber.com/government/laws/constitution.php/

“Interpreting Sharia Law Across the Centuries.” NPR. Web.  April 2012. http://www.npr.org/2012/04/16/150560969/interpreting-shariah-law-across-the-centuries

Kenyon, Paul “Iran: Going Nuclear”. Frontline PBS. Web. 2005. http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/iran403/

Kahlil, “Zahra’s Paradise.” Web. Zahra's Paradise. 2012. http://www.zahrasparadise.com/archives/812

Kenyon, Paul “Iran: Going Nuclear”. Frontline PBS. Web. 2005. http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/iran403/
Nafisi, Azar, Reading Lolita in Tehran. Random House: New York. 2003. 

Onody, Linda, “Showdown in Iran: How Iran Entered the ‘Axis of Evil’.” Frontline. Web.  2007. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/tehran/axis/map.html


Roskin, Chapter 14

Taylor, Ella “Iranian “Wave” Rises to Euphoria, Crashes in Despair.” NPR. Web. August 9, 2012.   http://www.npr.org/2012/08/09/158209222/iranian-wave-rises-to-euphoria-crashes-in-despair


Walz, Kenneth “Why Iran Should Get The Bomb.” Foreign Affairs. Web. July 2012. http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/137731/kenneth-n-waltz/why-iran-should-get-the-bomb


“Who Holds Power in Iran: Special Report.” BBC News. Web. 2012. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/middle_east/03/iran_power/html/



Assessments: 
Research Papers – Islamism, Sharia law and Women’s Rights

Debate: Iran’s Nuclear Capacity

Arab Spring Uprising Websites: Social media and modern political revolutions

Current Events Presentations

       AP Free Response Practice: Theocracy

Unit Exam

Films: 
Persepolis (2005) 

The Stoning of Sonoya M (2009) 

A Death in Tehran (2009)

Showdown in Iran (2005) 

The Green Revolution (2011)


Unit 7: Nigeria (3 weeks) 

Emphasis: Sovereignty, Authority and Power; Citizens, Society and the State; Political and Economic Change

Students will be able to define and explain the following terms in context: 


	Absolute/ abject poverty

	African Union
	AFRC
	Berlin Conference
	Cleft country

	Colonialism
	Dependency theory
	desiccations
	Developmentalism
	Dual mandate


	Igbo
	Indirect Rule
	Macro economy
	Micro economy
	Micro-lending


	NCNC

	NRC

	Pan-Africanism

	Praerorianism

	Sharia


	Structural readjustment
	Subsistence Economy

	Strategic Variable

	Supreme Military Command
	Torn-country

	Transparency
	Tribalism
	UMBC
	UPN
	Yoruba





Essential Questions: 
How have ethnic differences impacted the evolution of political legitimacy and stability in Nigeria? 

What have been the enduring legacies of colonialism and imperialism in Nigerian culture and politics? 

To what extent is corruption in Nigerian politics a result of social cleavages? 

Why does oil wealth seem to undermine the democratic process? 

How does Nigeria’s federal system compare to that of the other federations we have studied (US, Mexico, Russia)?

To what extent has women’s development in Nigeria contributed to the nation’s progress overall? 

What circumstances distinguish African nations that have been successful with development and democratization  (Botswana, Senegal, Mali and, more recently, Rwanda) from nations riddled with poverty and corruption like Nigeria, Congo and Uganda? 


Readings: 

 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999. Web. http://www.nigeria-law.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm

Frynas, Jedrzej, “Oil In Nigeria: Conflict and Litigation Between Oil Companies and Village Communities.” Foreign Affairs. Web. April 2001. http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/56830/gail-m-gerhart/oil-in-nigeria-conflict-and-litigation-between-oil-companies-and

Gillies, Alexandra “Corruption and Reform in Nigeria’s Oil Sector.” University of Cambridge. Web.  April 2, 2009. http://www.sais-jhu.edu/academics/regional-studies/africa/pdf/gillies.pdf

Gaetano Calenzo “Labour Movements in Democratization: Comparing South Africa and Nigeria.” 5th CEU Graduate Conference in Social Sciences: Budapest. Web. 2009. http://unina2.academia.edu/GaetanoCalenzo/Papers/152140/Labour_Movements_in_Democratization._Comparing_South_Africa_and_Nigeria

Ikelegbe, Austine “State, Ethnic Militias, and Conflict in Nigeria.” Canadian Journal of African Studies. Web. JSTOR. 2005. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25067496

Kaiser, Paul, “Nigeria Briefing Paper.” The College Board. Web. 2005. 
       http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap05_comp_govpol_nige_42255.pdf

Roskin, Chapter 14
Zacharay, Pascal “Should the World Help Break Up Nigeria In Order to Save It?” The Atlantic. Web.    January 24, 2012. http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/01/should-the-world-help-break-up-nigeria-in-order-to-save-it/251784/

Assessments: 

Post Colonial Literature Study (student choice of short story or novel) 

Nigerian leaders study (interactive class-generated web site) 

Debate: Is Nigeria a Failed State? 

Policy Paper: Solutions to Nigerian Corruption and Conflict

Free Response Essay: Parties and Electoral Politics; Democratization

Unit Exam

Current Events Presentations 


Unit 8: Beyond our “Big Six” – Preparing for the AP Exam (2-3 weeks) 

Assessments
Students will research and present a selection of three Free Response questions from prior College Board tests referencing nations outside of those covered in the content of this syllabus. 

Comparative Government Matrix (Compare/ contrast chart illustrating relationships among several nations in our course of study)

Vocabulary Flash Cards

Demographic Data Studies

Multiple Choice Practice

Current Events Presentations


Unit 9: Post AP Exam  -  (4 weeks)

College level research paper, citations and peer presentations/ defense of student work

Reflections and insights on senior class Capstone Projects

Current Events Presentations

       

Summer Project 
AP Comparative Government Summer Project 2018
Your summer assignment will also serve as the first section of your Nation Study Portfolio. It will include three parts:  Part A – the Nation Study Research Paper and Part B – Nation Study Current Events Portfolio Entries 1-5 and the AP Comparative Government Cultural Novel Study Report. You will continue to add to this portfolio throughout the year and use your Expert Nation as a point of comparison for other unit reflections and current events summaries that will be assigned throughout the year.
Part A – Nation Study Research Paper
You will compose an in-depth research paper on the political history and current government of ONE of the nations of focus for this course- Russia, China, Iran, UK, Nigeria or Mexico. Your research paper must be a minimum of seven pages (typed, double spaced, 12 point font) and may not exceed ten pages. No more than two pages can focus on the political history of your designated nation.  This is a point of emphasis because in the past students have written twenty page papers mainly on the histories of their nation and felt very disappointed in their grade. But that wasn’t the assignment. Be sure to use the rubric for support. 
 Your paper is due on the first full day of class and must include:
-A summary of the political history of the nation, both as an broad overview of the nation before the 20th century and a more specific explanation of the nation’s government in it’s modern context. This history section should not exceed 2.5 pages including an introduction.  There should be a reference to how the modern state and system came to be and some reference to noteable leaders/ regimes in the country’s history. 
 -A description of the structure of power (political institutions) and leadership of your assigned nation (including an overview of some key officials presently in office); How was the present leader selected? What (if any) impact does the party and electoral (selection) system in your focus nation impact the government? 
 - An overview of the legislative process in this nation – How laws are made? What are factors influencing policy (consider interest groups, corporations, other nations and international organizations)? Can legislation be blocked by any individuals, institutions or organizations; Who? How? 
 - A discussion of two modern issues or conflicts (one domestic, one related to foreign affairs) affecting the people of this nation. A modern issue will be an issue related to debate , foreign affairs and/ or policy making in the last year.
-An MLA works cited research page (in addition to the content of the paper) reflecting a minimum of THREE primary sources (including a government document or Constitution of this nation) and TWO secondary sources. One of your secondary sources can be the course book AND our required review book, “World Wide Scholar’s Guide to AP Comparative Government and Politics” Wikis, About.com and other anonymous sources should not be listed . 

Proper MLA citation formatting will be required of all assignments in this class and can be easily accessed at the Purdue OWL Online Writing Lab at: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  
This link will also be posted to Engrade. 

Additionally, you must refer to the vocabulary list for your assigned nation and include no fewer than 10 terms from the vocabulary list in the relevant section of your syllabus. 
It is imperative that this paper be original and reflect the synthesis (not regurgitation of) your sources. Plagiarized pieces of work will not earn credit and cannot be resubmitted for a higher grade. Plagiarism includes cutting and pasting from different sources as well as paraphrasing published works and presenting them as your own ideas/ without proper citation.

AP Comparative Government Country Study Fiction Reflection –  3-4 pages
In addition to the nation study report and current events portfolio, you will asked to read, summarize and review a novel related to the history and culture of your focus county. As a culmination of your reflection on the unique political and cultural context of this country you will explain to other students why this novel is required reading to those seeking to truly understand your focus nation. 























