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The Howler
September 2016

Save the Date

From the Principal
Dear TTCS Parents students and community:
The school year is well under way and we
have a very active school with many events
seemingly every day. Believe it or not, Girls
Basketball Season is beginning this week.
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No School

Importantly with the first quarter half over,
progress reports will be sent home very soon
for students who are off to a slow start and
are struggling in a subject or are behind in
their academic skills or achievement.
Remember, there is no need to wait for
progress reports or “Report cards” to know
how your child is doing. Teachers are posting
grades on our TTCS Family Link,
www.ttschool.org (student resources) from
our web site. You should look

September - October

Tasty
Tuesday
PTO meeting

I want to thank everyone who helped
organize, plan and volunteer at our “Day of
Music for the Arts” Event last Saturday. We
had the most perfect fall day and the music
was fantastic. A special thank you to the Santa
Fe Brewing Company, the Candyman Music
store and the musicians who all volunteered
their time and talents to help raise about
$3500 for our arts programs. We really need
these funds to help more students participate
in our after school activities, as well as help us
pay for the 4th grade NDI program. 4th grade
parents, we are about half way in our fund
raising efforts for this program. We will be
announcing our next 4th grade fundraising
effort soon.

The Halloween Carnival is going
to sneak up on us! One of the
last Fridays of October in the
evening we will be setting up
many booths with all kinds of
games and fun! Check out the
next PTO meeting for more info.
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up your child’s academic progress regularly to see how they are doing and if they are
getting all their work done and all work turned in on time.
REPORT CARDS are a very archaic way of reporting student progress and achievement. At
TTCS all teachers are now posting grades in all subjects weekly. Check out the Family Link
and let your teacher know how much you appreciate seeing formative and summative
assessments posted regularly.
Conferences will be held on OCTOBER 21 and 24. If your child is not doing well, do not wait
for these dates. Call your teacher and schedule a conference immediately

The Nurses Corner
The Flumist WILL NOT be offered this year. The CDC and Academy of Pediatrics are
recommending the Flu shot form of vaccine only. You will be able to get it at your pediatric
office and many clinics this fall. The public school AND Turquoise Trail WILL HAVE the Flu shot
available soon. I will send the consent forms and information home soon and will get the
vaccine in October. Please remember the vaccine will be the shot/injection and I WILL NOT
force or hold down any child/student to get it. If your child is afraid of shots, take them to their
pediatric clinic.
Jennie Farquhar BSN, RN
Turquoise Trail School Nurse

PTO News
Events and Info from your PTO
The Day of Music Event was a huge success! We almost reached our goal of $5000 to pay
for NDI and have scholarships for enrichment clubs for next semester. There is still time to
donate for this fundraiser. If you want to help NDI continue being a presence here at TTCS,
or if you want to help more students enjoy after school enrichment clubs, drop off your
donation at the front office. (Make checks to TTCS PTO).
Our first Pop N Toss is coming up on September 23rd. We also have Halloween Carnival to
think about. We’ve decided to have it on a Friday evening, but need to decide in the end
what day we prefer. WinterFest has it’s most recent application available, so if you are or
know a crafter who wants a booth, have them check the school website.
The next PTO meeting is on Tuesday September 27th. WE WANT YOUR VIEWS! Come to
our meetings, or leave a note if you can’t make it. Ideas, opinions, constructive criticism are
always appreciated.
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Music Department News
The TTCS Bands are getting very musical! 6th grade band is already working on new music. The
5th grade band is excited to be getting their instruments and learning how to play for the first
time. If your child is in band, parents should review the supply list and buy the Essential
Elements book with the gold stripe across the top. The 3rd and 4th grade Recorder Ensembles
are also underway and learning their first new songs.
New this year is the Jazz Ensemble, with top players from the 6th grade band, playing various
styles of swing, blues, and bebop. The Drama Workshop is working on a new original script
about bullying in schools, which will be presented at the Winter concert.
5th grade will be studying guitar this Fall, starting this week. Later, in October 3rd grade will be
beginning recorder studies.
Thanks to all who came to our Day of Music for the Arts on Saturday at the Bridge! It was a
beautiful September afternoon and evening. Special thanks to the Chorus members who joined
Round Mountain to sing “San Ysidro”! Stay tuned for more information on Chorus
performances.

Key pens Star-Spangled Banner
On this day in 1814, Francis Scott Key pens a poem, which is later, set to music and in 1931
becomes America’s national anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner.” The poem, originally titled
“The Defence of Fort McHenry,” was written after Key witnessed the Maryland fort being
bombarded by the British during the War of 1812. Key was inspired by the sight of a lone U.S.
flag still flying over Fort McHenry at daybreak, as reflected in the now-famous words of the
“Star-Spangled Banner”: “And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, Gave proof
through the night that our flag was still there.”
Francis Scott Key was born on August 1, 1779, at Terra Rubra, his family’s estate in Frederick
County (now Carroll County), Maryland. He became a successful lawyer in Maryland and
Washington, D.C., and was later appointed U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia.
On June 18, 1812, America declared war on Great Britain after a series of trade disagreements.
In August 1814, British troops invaded Washington, D.C., and burned the White House, Capitol
Building and Library of Congress. Their next target was Baltimore.
After one of Key’s friends, Dr. William Beanes, was taken prisoner by the British, Key went to
Baltimore, located the ship where Beanes was being held and negotiated his release. However,
Key and Beanes weren’t allowed to leave until after the British bombardment of Fort McHenry.
Key watched the bombing campaign unfold from aboard a ship located about eight miles away.
After a day, the British were unable to destroy the fort and gave up. Key was relieved to see the
American flag still flying over Fort McHenry and quickly penned a few lines in tribute to what he
had witnessed.
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The poem was printed in newspapers and eventually set to the music of a popular English
drinking tune called “To Anacreon in Heaven” by composer John Stafford Smith. People began
referring to the song as “The Star-Spangled Banner” and in 1916 President Woodrow Wilson
announced that it should be played at all official events. It was adopted as the national anthem
on March 3, 1931.
Francis Scott Key died of pleurisy on January 11, 1843. Today, the flag that flew over Fort
McHenry in 1914 is housed at the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of American History in
Washington, D.C.

After School Clubs are Awesome!
On just their first day of clubs, the Flower Power club put together some amazing arrangements
with some flowers, leaves and lots of imagination and creativity!

ELL-A-THON

TTCS Spell-a-Thon
The Turquoise Trail Charter School staff will begin its annual TTE Spell-a-Thon on September 1st,
2016.
This fund drive combines academic activity and fundraising to make it a win-win situation both
for the school and children. Our children will be challenged to expand their spelling prowess,
while at the same time raising funds to bolster our school’s enriched academic offerings.

September 2016
FAMILY and FRIENDS can sponsor our students by pledging funds for each word spelled
correctly, or by simply making a flat donation in support of a student’s participation.
HOW SPELL-A-THON WORKS
1. Students receive a spelling list to study for the big day!
2. Students collect pledges
3. Students take the test on September 23rd. (Remember to study!)
Please return all pledge sheets on or before September 22nd. GO Coyotes!! Let's make some
money for our school!!
click here to down load pledge sheet.pdf
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