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The Howler
December, 2016

From the Principal
Dear TTCS community;
As we end the first half of this school year and
begin the holiday break, it is important to look
back on a very good school year and to thank
our teachers and staff, Governing Board and
volunteers at TTCS for their commitment and
service to the 515 students at Turquoise Trail.
We have a wonderful community and because
of the efforts of many TTCS community adults
past and present, we continue to be a part of a
very good school.

The Science Fair is coming up!
Proposals should already be turned
in, and the projects are due January
18th. The fair is on Jan 23rd.
Parent/Teacher Conferences on Jan
13th, check with your teacher.
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Our success is evident by the great events,
concerts and awards our students are
receiving: math competitions, science electric
car challenges, and in athletics as our Girls A
team won the city championship. Our newly
elected TTCS student council just completed a
very successful food drive and they plan a
fundraiser for the Leukemia and Lymphoma
society in February. Great things are
happening at TTCS.
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School
Resumes

Enjoy the winter break with your friends and
family and we will see you back at school on
Wed. Jan 4th, for the second half of the year.
Don’t forget - Conferences will be held on
January 13th. See you in 2017.

December 2016

2

The Nurses Corner
Referrals from Pre-K screening will go home soon. Over the break might be good time to make
an eye or dental appointment for your student! Please contact me with any questions after the
break.
The break is coming at a good time! I have been overwhelmed this week by students with sore
throats, stuffy noses, headaches, and coughs. Again check their temperature, have them gargle
with warm salt water, drink lots of fluids, and get plenty of sleep! Everyone seems to have a
cold!
Strep throat has been going around 2nd grade. Each class has a case or two!
When we return in the New Year, the Office of Oral Health will be doing Dental Sealant
education on Friday, January 6th in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade. Students will bring home consent
form to be signed and returned. Remember this is a FREE program offered by the state!
I hope you all have a wonderful and safe Holiday Break!
Jennie Farquhar BSN RN
Turquoise Trail School Nurse
505-986-4005

PTO News
Events and Info from your PTO
The Indoor Snowball Fight was a great success! The kids (of all ages) had a blast! WinterFest
Arts and Crafts went well also. The soups were enjoyed, the kids got to throw plushy snowballs
at each other and the principal and everybody found great gifts for the season. Thank you to all
of those who helped out in making this event fun!
Next up is the cash raffle. We’ve already started attacking this. Donations are greatly
appreciated. We also need help with some manual work and especially with selling tickets.
Kids will be bringing home tickets to sell soon, so keep your eyes open and sell sell sell! Prizes
for the raffle include: $500 Cash! $100 Cash! Gift Cards to Buffalo Wild Wings, Sprouts Grocery
store and More! Prizes for selling tickets start with a fake tattoo and go all the way to Lego sets
and possibly a bike for top seller! This is our biggest fundraiser and gets us the closest to our
goal for the year. So please help us help the teachers out! They use the money for field trips,
special projects and even snacks for students who are hungry at school sometimes. For more
information, contact Francesca at ptc@ttschool.org
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Great Work 6th Grade Team!
Congratulations to the 6th grade teaching team for winning a Wells Fargo Golden Apple Grant!
This grant will be used to help fund the End-of-Year camping trip for our graduating sixth-grade
students. With these funds, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Davis, and Ms. Gray will be taking eligible 6th
graders for three days of camping at Bandelier National Monument and to the Bradbury
Science Museum in Los Alamos, continuing our annual rite of passage experiential tradition.
This year, our life-long learners delve into curricula exploring New Mexico’s rich environment &
history. While at Bandelier students will contemplate ancestral lifestyles, social functions, jobs,
& crops cultivated in the canyon, applying science & math concepts learned this year as they
collect & analyze data. Students will act as young archaeologists, building understanding of the
sophistication of these early settlements. This trip will also teach students how to work in
support groups, set up shelters, prepare community meals, & live as our ancestors did, while
learning the practical skills of planning, provisioning, budgeting, & making team choices. At
TTCS the concept of “rites of passage” is strongly enforced during the 6th grade year, marking
advancement in life & an accomplishment for others to witness. This trip will be an opportunity
to unify a year’s worth of lessons & a lifetime of school experiences with a memorable capstone
event.

Meet the Honor Society
By Raven Callaway-Kidd
The National Elementary Honor Society (NEHS) of Turquoise Trail Charter School would
like to tell you a little bit about what we do. A great number of students know that we organize
the school dances and do many other fundraisers, however, there is a bit more to Honor
Society than that.
Every year we hold an election. Members of Honor Society get to choose the position
they want to run for and the society students get to vote. In this year of 2016, the Honor
Society has added some new positions. We have always elected our president, vice president,
secretary, service hours recorder, treasurer, parliamentarian, and sergeant at arms. This year
the following positions have been added: photographer, historian, Recreation Committee, and
reporter. Our president is Skye Bowden and our vice president is Wailea Gallegos. Our secretary
is Molly Weissman, our service hours recorder is Natalia Marquez, our treasurer is Reeve
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Trujillo, and taking both positions of parliamentarian and sergeant at arms is Ms. Gina Aranda.
As for the newer positions, our photographer is Jackson Yocham, our historian is Carolina
Sanchez, our Recreation Committee Leader is Karla Delgado, the members of the Recreation
Committee are Teresa Austin, Molly Weissman, Hajer Maaz, Susie Squire, Caterina Miller, Johny
Sheffer, and Wailea Gallegos, and, through a tie-breaking vote from the president, our reporter
is Raven Callaway-Kidd and co-reporter Willow Cooper. All of our officers are students at TTCS
except for Ms. Aranda who is the Special Education Teacher.
One activity we do in Honor Society is record our service hours. This means we pass a
binder around and jot down what we have done for our community. After this, the service
hours recorder adds everybody’s service hours together for that week.
You may be wondering about our fundraisers. As I have mentioned before, we organize
the TTCS school dances such as the Halloween dance. For those who don’t know what we did, I
can explain. Two of our members, Teresa Austin and Wailea Gallegos, volunteered to DJ. We
sold lemonade, pizza, and glow sticks. We had decorations, a costume contest and games. The
dance was a huge success, thanks to the generous donations such as the food and glow sticks.
We have many other fundraisers and projects much like this one. All the money we collect is
donated to a charity of the member’s choice at the end of the year.
The Honor Society recruits new members each year. Fourth through sixth graders get
chosen to join us. Nominations are currently in process. We hope to see many new members
soon!

Electric Car Challenge
The Picture below was taken of us two weeks after the New Mexico Electric Car Challenge. To
debrief: the Electric Car Challenge is a competition where the students receive a car kit and are
expected to have a completed electric car and power point ready for presentation around three
months later.
Our presentation on car batteries was the strongest part of our entire performance; better than
the speed of design of the car. Consequently, we won second place in the oral presentation.
Overall, this was a fun and exciting project that taught us a lot.
Article written by Willow Shaffer, 6th grade
These students competed against Jr. High (6-8 grade) students from across the state and as 6th
graders came in 2nd place in this category. Congratulations!
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Highlighting Student Strengths
This month I’d like to introduce you to an amazing student. This 2nd grader recently shared his
passion and talent of “breakdancing.” Wow, were his classmates stunned. Jamai is well known
around our school for his happy personality, his individual style, and the big smile on his face!
Jamai loves to breakdance and has taken lessons for quite some time. He recently brought a
partner and instructor with him to school to show his classmates how it is done. The routine
consisted of a very creative approach of “mirroring” the dance with a partner. It takes a lot of
concentration to follow your partner and copy every move exactly. You have to be in good
physical shape as well.
Jamai was happy to answer questions at the end of his demonstration. I think we all wanted to
see more. It was fun to watch a student enjoy a personal passion and be able to share it with
us.

Happy Holidays from the Staff of the Special Education Department.
Linda Tucker

Science Fair
The TTCS annual Science Fair is all on January 23.
All projects are due at the school Wednesday, January 18.
Projects will be available for viewing by families on the day of the fair from 12:00pm – 3:00pm
in the cafeteria.
Classroom teachers will decide when the judged projects can go home.
Thanks to the judges and volunteers who will make this a great fair!

Congratulations Lady Coyotes!
Our Girls’ Basketball Team is Champion of their Division! Congratulations girls and coaches,
we’re all proud of you.

