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COMMUNITY
When people ask me why Turquoise Trail is such
a good school, one consistent response I always
have is that our school has a very strong sense
of community. People choose our school over
other school options. Once here, our student
and parents say they “love their school”. Many
families drive a long way to get to our school
every day. With this effort families

WinterFest Arts and Crafts Fair and
Free Indoor Plushy Snowball Fight

Annual
Movie Night Thanksgiving
Finding Nemo Family Meal

I am sure we will see everyone at our annual
“Family Thanksgiving Dinner” coming up on
Friday, November 18th. This annual event is one
of the largest and best events of the year at our
school. Last year we served over 800 turkey
dinners! This event truly stretches the resources
and staff at our school. The amount of time put
into planning and executing this event is quite
extraordinary for a public school. To help us
keep the food lines moving, the most important
thing you can do to help us is to buy your tickets
IN ADVANCE. Go online to our website or come
in to the front office and buy your tickets. We
are doing everything we can to minimize what
can be very long lines waiting for the cafeteria
food service team to get your meal. If you can
volunteer and provide extra help please let
Francesca or Amber know (in our front office) or
go to: http://signup.com/go/mMfmJj to sign up
online. Lets all work together to help make this
the biggest and best family event ever.

Annual Thanksgiving Family Meal.
Nov. 18th starting at 10:45am. Prepurchase of tickets only online
HERE. Or at the Front Office.

Literacy Night &
Bilingual Potluck
5:30

Dear TTCS Parents students and community:

Save the Date
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and children gain a commitment and a strong sense of belonging to “our school”.
In recent days, I have seen many of our children very worried and upset about their future and
worried about what could happen to their families. There is a very real sense of a loss of
security. When we see this large level of concern in students, we emphasize the routines and
the day-to-day stability of a strong community school. Our stability and normalcy can help
everyone keep moving forward into the future with confidence, because children and parents
know that our school will be a safe place for everyone and that without question, our school
continues to work extremely well each and every day with excellent teaching, learning and
exciting opportunities for our students. Nothing at Turquoise Trail Charter School has changed.
Children in our school benefit from our daily routines and they see teachers and administrators
who are reliable, consistent and here every day, for our students. This consistency allows our
children to look forward to the holidays and the end of year events, with excitement and
wonder instead of concern and stress about the unknown.
For example, Our TTCS girl’s basketball team enters the play-offs as the #1 seed. Will they win
the city championship? We will find out in the next week. The winter concert is coming up. The
students are excited about performing. I can’t wait to hear the new TTCS Jazz band, the choir,
the bands and the singing and songwriting club. Boys basketball will start after Thanksgiving
and the boys are predicting a championship run. The mid-year NDI performance is coming up in
a few weeks. As I write this I hear the piano down the hall, with the kids shouting in unison
…”5-6-7-8!” The future is exciting for our students!
Please make an effort to come out to these holiday events and show support for our school and
our students. In doing so, you will see their excitement, huge efforts and pride in their
accomplishments. This is just one way you will show the students that despite the tremendous
anxiety in our world, Turquoise Trail Charter School provides a positive and very predictable
place for children to remain children and especially so in our TTCS community where they can
grow up happily in a very good school community and prepare for their future roles in a very
complicated world.
See you all on the 18th!
Ray Griffin
Head Administrator

Notice to After Care and Little Coyotes Parents
There will be NO aftercare and NO little coyotes on December 16th, 2016. This is the last day of
school before the winter break and school lets out 11am.
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The Nurses Corner
THE FLU SHOT IS COMING IN. So sorry, many schools in the state are still waiting as well.
DID YOU KNOW?
It could be strep:
Children often complain of having sore throats. Viruses, bacteria, and allergies can cause sore
throats. In addition, strep throat is a common type of sore throat in children. Some signs of
strep throat are:
• Sore throat which starts quickly and leads to severe pain when swallowing
• A fever of 101 degrees or higher
• Swollen tonsils, sometimes with white patches or pus
• Small red spots on the roof of the mouth
• Headache, nausea or vomiting
• Swollen lymph nodes.
If your child has any of these symptoms, contact your child’s provider. You child’s primary care
provider can test for strep throat and find out if antibiotics are needed. A quick throat swab
can help determine the cause of the sore throat, and a treatment plan can be made. If the
strep test comes back positive, or the provider thinks your child has an infection, he or she can
prescribe an antibiotic. Your child will be well on the way to feeling better soon after.
CHECK THEIR TEMP
If your child does not feel well in the morning, checking their temperature can tell you a lot.

PTO News
Events and Info from your PTO
The last PTO meeting was mostly finalizing details about Halloween Carnival. We also decided
on the movie for Movie Night on the 11th, which was lots of fun and started working on
WinterFest, our Arts and Crafts fair and indoor snowball fight.
WinterFest is on Dec 3rd from 10am to 4pm.
If you are or know of somebody who would like a booth at this event, the applications are on
the school website: www.ttschool.org in the feed. Or talk to the Front Office. We hope
everybody helps out in promoting this event to make it a great success for the school and the
vendors. The snowball fight in the gym is tons of fun for the children and the adults but always
needs volunteers to help supervise. Please let the PTO know if you can help out and make sure
to tell the front office when you are volunteering so we can keep track of your hours. All
families are expected to do 20 hours of volunteer time. The fourth grade Recorder Ensemble
will be performing at this event!
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T-shirts: we have run out of youth sized t-shirts, which is great news! We are putting together a
new order form for spirit wear which will include hoodies, polo shirts and more. Keep your
eyes open for these!
The PTO meets every last Tuesday of the month. The meetings rarely last more than an hour
and a half and most of the time we have one or two adults to watch the children. They either
play in the playground, or make a craft project while we talk in the PTO room. Your input is
very valuable to us; we would love to hear from you; besides as a parent at TTCS you are
already considered a member of the PTO. Please come in! See what we do, make sure your
volunteer work is being tracked, let your voice be heard when it comes to your child’s
education.

Star Party!
The TTCS Star Party was postponed due to cloudy weather (not good for star watching) and the
threat of rain. The astronomers need good weather to set up their awesome telescopes.
The Star Party will be rescheduled, so keep your eye on The Howler and notes home.

Parents of 4th – 6th students:
Selection for membership in the Honor Society happens in January, and is based on the
student’s record of volunteer service, leadership, scholarship and responsibility. Students are
recommended in December if they have very good grades on their recent report cards and have
demonstrated responsibility. Those students then receive an application that they take home
to fill out with their parents. On the application students write their history of service and
leadership. This is a good time of year for students to accumulate service and leadership
experience that they can include in their applications. There is also a section on the application
for participation and accomplishments in clubs, teams or groups. A copy of the application is
posted in the school entrance hallway near the staff lunchroom. For more information please
contact Ms. Gina Aranda at garanda@ttschool.org

Halloween Carnival and Parade Fun!
These 2 events were so much fun, we have to show you!
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Halloween Parade

TTCS Lady Coyotes Basketball beat Nino Otero.
They are in the quarterfinals.
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Highlighting Strengths of all Children
So often as educators we forget that all of us have strengths and weaknesses. In our Special
Education Department at our school we are so concerned and so dedicated to helping our
students succeed and overcome their challenges that we forget to acknowledge the students’
amazing gifts.
For the next few months we will be highlighting the wonderful interests and abilities of our
students. I have learned that we have children with many amazing talents that normally are
not shown in the school setting.
This month – our student spotlight is on Antonio Ibarra Encinias! Antonio enjoys all activities
involving horses. Antonio loves the sport of “roping” and practices every week with his
grandfather. He recently brought his mechanical calf to school and demonstrated his skills to
our class. We were surprised! Antonio was able to catch his “calf” every time. Antonio was
very patient and tried to teach us how to throw a loop. However, we did not do very well! It
looked easy but it was hard. We realized that it takes a lot of practice to rope a calf. Thank you,
Antonio for sharing.

