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CONFERENCES
In the January 9th New Mexican, the headline
article was about how 95%
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One solution to help preserve some of our
programs is by increasing our parent
volunteerism. At this meeting you can discover
ways that you can volunteer to help our school
successfully navigate the downturn in our
state’s economy. You may also have ideas to
help us in the very difficult 2017-18 budgeting
process.

Calendar
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idioma

INFORMATION MEETING
I hope we will have a large community turnout
for my overview of the “State of the School”
presentation. The meeting and presentation
will be held in the library on Tuesday Jan. 24th at
5:30 PM. During this meeting we will not only
address our accomplishments, which are many,
but we will have an open and direct dialogue
about the immediate cuts and potential cuts
that are coming to our school, because of a lack
of state funding.

Impact of State Budget cuts on TTCS
meeting, January 24th 5:30PM

MLK Jr Day
No School

2017 has begun with new challenges for our
charter school. While we are a very successful
school and we have a robust and high-quality
program for our 500 students, the winds of
change in New Mexico are now “headwinds”
and a likely reduction in programs and services
is headed our way.

The Science Fair is coming up!
Proposals should already be turned
in, and the projects are due January
18th. The fair is on Jan 23rd.

Science Fair
Projects

Dear TTCS community:

Save the Date
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of NM school children and parents “have not been informed” about where they stand in
regards to the grade -level expectations and grade–level standards. It is well established that
NM has a high percentage of students not at “grade level”.
In regards to communication with TTCS parents, our report cards and “Family-Link” ongoing
assessment portal clearly and directly informs our parents about how their child is making
progress towards meeting, or exceeding our academic standards. Our report cards and “Family
Link” online reports show standardized test results. At the January conferences you will learn
about the new mandate from the state that will require your signature, confirming that you
have been informed as to your child’s academic achievement. This seems formal, but it is an
action that we are required to complete and retain these records.
At the conferences, if you receive the news that your child is not meeting standards, your
conversation with the teacher should be about a plan to provide a new and different effort at
home and school to help your child improve and reach our grade level expectations by the end
of the school year.
Elementary school provides many opportunities for students to catch up and learn good school
habits. At TTCS we provide many tools and many free opportunities for your child to get the
extra help and do the extra work that is needed to improve. Therefore, in a school-wide effort,
lets work hard to show other schools and the Santa Fe community, that TTCS is a place that
challenges its students and helps our students have success that this new world of
accountability for all students demands.
TTCS parents- do you know a family or children that would benefit from attendance at TTCS?
NOW is the time to sign up for the lottery.
Go to our school website www.ttschool.org and click ‘student services’ and ‘enrollment’, sign
up for the lottery. Its free and only takes a minute.
Without signing up for the lottery, you cannot enroll in our school.
Help us spread the word about TTCS and ensure that we have a full school. If you refer a
student who enrolls you will qualify for some great incentives, free tutoring and discounts for
clubs and our aftercare program.
Its lottery time!
Deadline March 17th
Lottery takes place March 27th
Open House March 2nd, 5:30PM
Dr. Ray Griffin, Head Administrator
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The Nurses Corner
Since we had a snow day last Friday, the DENTAL SEALANT EDUCATION and consent forms has
been rescheduled to Friday, January 27th. This is a FREE program for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders.
So look for the consent form to come home that day! The actual Dental Sealants will be done
on Mon., Tues., and Wed. February 21st, 22nd, and 23rd.
This is high time for Flu and Strep or just the common cold! My 6th grade Nurse Assistants
and I will be teaching the “SUPER GERM FIGHTER” program in the lower grades. They will learn
about proper ways to blow the nose, cover coughs, and wash hands. They will play some games
to learn about germs and get stickers.
Please remember if your student needs MEDICATION AT SCHOOL, it must be labeled and in
the original bottle or box with the prescription label on it. Also write a note and sign it for me. It
should be left at the front desk with Amber for me. I will call you with any questions. I am here
everyday and am more than happy to dispense medication to your student! DO NOT SEND
medication in your child’s pocket or a baggy in their backpack as it is against the NM School
Health and Medication regulations! Most importantly another student may take it or it may get
lost!
Thank you,
Nurse Jennie
Jennie Farquhar BSN RN
Turquoise Trail School Nurse
505-986-4005

From the Student Council
TTCS Student Council is sponsoring another fundraiser. Starting February 6th they are running a
Pennies for Patients event. This event will benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and
will be dedicated to Nancilee D’Angelico, a beloved TTCS Pre K teacher currently battling
lymphoma. This event will cover an entire week, with a different theme each day. Please see
the schedule below and start saving up all your extra change!
Monday Feb 6th: Pajama Penny Day; wear your favorite jammies and bring pennies for the
donation boxes.
Tuesday Feb 7th: Neon Nickels Day; wear bright neon and bring nickels to donate
Wednesday Feb 8th: Dazzling Dimes Day; wear something shiny and bring dimes
Thursday Feb 9th: Crazy Quarters Day: wear crazy socks or put your hair up all crazy and bring
quarters
Friday Feb 10th: Team up for Leukemia Day; wear your favorite sports jersey and bring any coin
or bill you can.
Each student will receive a box to collect money in. On the last day, the Student Council will
collect the boxes from each class.
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PTO News
Events and Info from your PTO
We are working on the Cash Raffle! The final date is April 4th for the drawing. Forms and
tickets to sell will be coming out very soon, so keep an eye on kids’ backpacks. Donations are
greatly appreciated. We also need help with some manual work and especially with selling
tickets.
Prizes for the raffle include: $500 Cash, a $100 bank account! Gift Cards to Buffalo Wild Wings,
Sprouts Grocery store and More! Prizes for selling tickets start with a fake tattoo and go all the
way to Lego sets and a bike for top seller between pre K and 3rd Grade and Circus Classes for
the top seller between 4th grade and 6th grade! This is our biggest fundraiser and gets us the
closest to our goal for the year. So please help us help the teachers out! They use the money
for field trips, special projects and even snacks for students who are hungry at school
sometimes. For more information, contact Francesca at ptc@ttschool.org
The next meeting is January 31st in the PTO room. We encourage you to bring your children as
we will have adults there to watch them on the playground or do a craft project with them
while we talk. Snacks are provided as well. Besides the Raffle, the next meeting will determine
what and when the next Movie Night will be as well as start preliminary talks about Teacher
Appreciation.
“The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the grandest intention.”
~Oscar Wilde

Science Fair
The TTCS annual Science Fair is all on January 23.
All projects are due at the school Wednesday, January 18.
Projects will be available for viewing by families on the day of the fair from 12:00pm – 3:00pm
in the cafeteria.
Classroom teachers will decide when the judged projects can go home.
Thanks to the judges and volunteers who will make this a great fair!
This is also an open house for the school. Tours will be given at 8:30 and 10:00 for any new
families interested in our school.

Congratulations Raven Callaway Kidd, TTCS 5th Grader
Raven won First Place in the Pasatiempo 2016 writing contest for kids’ prose! Her piece is
called: “Fear Amidst Fun”
“Suddenly, one sound drowned out all the others. In fact, the other sounds practically bowed
down to it, receding immediately. It was the fire alarm.
I froze for less than a millisecond and yelled, “Get to the living room!””
The piece can be found in its entirety HERE.
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PE Reminder
Parents, please send your child to school on their PE day with tennis
shoes.
With the wintry weather, I realize you are trying to keep your child
as dry and comfortable as possible in the elements, but for your
child’s safety in PE class, tennis shoes are the best for their feet.

The Lottery is open!
Know somebody with elementary aged kids? Tell them about Turquoise Trail, why your
children are here and why you, and they, love it. Tell them about the extracurricular programs
we have here in music, drama, art and more that cannot be found in any other elementary
school! The Lottery registration is very simple and only takes 5 minutes on the computer. Send
them to our website: www.ttschool.org, the lottery link is under ‘student services’ and
‘enrollment’. For every person you get to enroll in our school, the school will let you choose
one of the following tokens of appreciation: reduced rate on a club, reduced rate on aftercare
or free tutoring. Don’t let them wait too long; the lottery registration closes on March 17th.

Highlighting Student Strengths
This month I’d like to showcase the talents of one of my wonderful
students. Bella Beltran is a well-known young lady around our
school. Bella is a fourth grader this year and loves school and a few
outside activities. She has played on the girl’s basketball team and
has proved that you don’t have to be the tallest on the team in
order to be a good basketball player.
Bella knows what hard work and practice means especially when it
comes to sports. Bella’s other activity is “running.” She
participated in a group called “Girls on the Run.” This group of
young ladies practiced and ran many laps around our track in the
back of the school. The practice paid off. Bella entered a 5K race
with her Granddad. They finished the race in 46 minutes! Bella
said that she would have finished faster but her Granddad had to
rest or walk along the course and she wanted to wait for him so
they could finish together. Way to go, Bella!
Linda Tucker
Special Education

