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November 6
Welcome back ICS 6 families! We are looking forward to a
fabulous 2017-2018 school year. We know it will be a productive
and exciting year, as all of our students begin a new journey in
learning. We are so proud of all of our students who took the NYS
exams, as we achieved a high percentage of level 3’s and 4’s
when compared to the neighboring schools in our districts. We
want to thank the entire staff for their diligence and dedication to
our students, and we want to thank all of our parent/guardians for
your continued support! All of our students’ accomplishments
would not be possible without you! Thank you for believing in us
and enrolling your child in Icahn 6!
Brian Geelan, Principal & Alison Gunn, Assistant Principal
bgeelan@ccics.org

afliegel@ccics.org

Dates to Remember
Icahn Charter School 6 Professional Development (PD) Days
•
•
•
•
•
•

October 10, 2017 (Full Day/No School)
November 7, 2017 (Election Day/No School)
December 15, 2017 (1/2 Day of School- 12PM Dismissal)
January 26, 2018 (1/2 Day of School—12 PM Dismissal)
March 2, 2018 (Full Day/No School)
June 7, 2018 (Full Day/No School)

Parent Teacher
Conferences- Progress
Report#1
November 6
Scholastic Book Fair- ICS 6
Fulton Ave. (11/6-11/13)
November 7
Election Day- No School
November 10
Veteran’s Day Observed- No
School

Important Announcements
⇒ Please make sure to
complete your lunch
forms! Complete your
lunch form here or by
visiting,
https://www.applyforlunch.com/

November 22, 2017-12:00PM Dismissal
November 23-24, 2017- Thanksgiving Recess
December 19, 2017-Progress Report #2 Distributed
December 25, 2017-January 1, 2018- Winter Recess

⇒ Please make sure to
hand in your emergency
contact forms to the
main office as well as any
other outstanding
paperwork. Thank you!
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MEET OUR STAFF!
STAR

MS. MORRISON- STAFF DEVELOPER
rmorrison@ccics.org
Welcome back students and families. My name is Ms. Morrison and I
am the Middle School Staff Developer. I am delighted to be starting
my fifth year at Icahn 6. I am looking forward to working with all of
you throughout the year. Please feel free to contact me via email
at any time!

MS. ALMEIDA- STAFF DEVELOPER

Safety
Teamwork
Achievement
Responsibility

GRIT
Goals
Respect
Integrity

malmeida@ccics.org
Welcome back to all our students and families! My name is Ms.
Almeida and I am so excited to begin what will be another
successful school year! I look forward to working with all of our new
and returning staff to help engage our students in the classroom, as
well as with our new and returning students to achieve their best! If
you should need anything, please feel free to contact me!

MR. HOGG- GUIDANCE COUNSELOR

Teamwork

Our STAR students
have GRIT at ICS 6!

jhogg@ccics.org
Welcome Back! I would like to welcome back those of you from last
year, and also welcome any new families to ICS6. This is my 5th
school year with ICS6. I am really excited to be working with our 7th
grade in preparation for applying to high school. I look forward to
helping each student meet their personal goals, maximize their full
potential for academic achievement, identify and understand their
feelings and provide one-on-one support as often as needed. I
welcome you to contact me with any of your concerns or questions
throughout the year! I look forward to another successful year!
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KINDERGARTEN
MS. SALAS & MS. MARTINEZ
tsalas@ccics.org
Welcome to Kindergarten! I am very excited to be your child’s
teacher. Kindergarten is such an exciting time. Your child is at a
marvelous age where each day brings opportunities for wonder,
curiosity, excitement and discovery. In ELA we will work to write
complete sentences using grammar conventions. In Phonics, we will
practice segmenting spoken words into individual sounds and
blending the sounds into whole words. In Math, we will compare
numbers and operations. We will strive to build on students’ natural
number sense and use intuitive approaches to problem solving. We
will work vigorously to become avid readers, writers, and
mathematicians.

MRS. CRUZ & MS. IVE
kquijano@ccics.org
Welcome to Kindergarten 121, Mrs. Cruz and Ms. Ivee’s class. We are
looking forward to having your young learner shine bright in our
classroom. It will be a year of magical learning and amazing growth
for your little star. As a team we will help our students develop
phonological awareness, letter recognition, phonics,
comprehension, handwriting, and math all while having fun. Your
children will also be exploring subjects such as science, social studies,
art, and music. We believe that communication is the key to your
child’s success. I encourage you to contact me if you have any
questions! Together we can make a difference. This will be an
amazing year.
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FIRST GRADE

MS. HYSLOP
khyslop@ccics.org
Hello! My name is Kaitlin Hyslop. I am so excited to be teaching first
grade and be a part of the Icahn 6 team! We are having so much
fun challenging our brains in first grade this year. We will be busy
decomposing numbers up to ten in math and answering lots of story
problems. CGI keeps us focused on coming up with various strategies
to answer math problems. In reading, we are working on our
comprehension of many exciting stories. Determining the character,
setting, and problem/ solution of stories is something we are getting
quite good at. In first grade, we still need to work on grammar and
sentence structure, but with a little more time, we will be terrific
writers! I am looking forward to all the wonderful things our scholars
will be learning this year!

MS. MAYERMAN
jmayerman@ccics.org
Hello to all of my new friends at Icahn 6! My name is Jodi Mayerman
and I am excited to be a part of the Icahn family and teaching first
grade this year here in the land of sunshine and butterflies! This will be
an exciting and challenging year for our first graders. I plan to
challenge their brains in math and ELA. We will read texts and write
responses. We will work on comprehension skills and proper grammar
and sentence structures. In math, we will continue to decompose
numbers and work on solving word problems. I work hard to maintain
respect and trust in my classroom environment. We fill each other’s
buckets with only good things and aim to achieve the greatness that
all of our children are capable of!!
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SECOND GRADE
MS. SCHENKEL
bschenkel@cccis.org
Welcome to Ms. Schenkel’s Second Grade Class! This is going to be
an exciting and busy year for your child as we prepare for the state
tests next year. We have already finished our first published writing
piece on “Letter to our Future Selves" and we will continue using the
Writing Process in our classroom all year as we begin our How-To
booklets. In math we have learned various addition and subtraction
strategies and will continue learning about place value and much
more. I know this is going to be a great and successful school year
and I look forward to working with both you and your child all year!

MS. BEDOYA
vbedoya@ccics.org
Welcome to Second Grade! I am so excited to be working with your
children and also for the year ahead of us. As the school year has
taken off, we have been very busy building a community in our
classroom that is conducive to learning. In math we
have been working on our addition/subtraction strategies as well as
place value. These skills will help us along the year. In writing, we are
working on organizing our ideas as we prepare to work on a “How
to” Piece. We will also explore several Life Cycles in science. I look
forward to continue to enrich the minds of our second graders!
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THIRD GRADE
MS. LADORE
mladore@ccics.org
Welcome to third grade! This year we will be rigorously preparing for
the state Math and ELA exams. We have a full curriculum with a lot to
learn! Students will be diving into a deeper understanding of the
writing process by constructing structured essays. In addition students
will gain knowledge on a skill set of describing characters, cause and
effect, point of view and problem and solution, while engaging in
several types of genres. In Math, students will engage in a variety of
strategies as they multiply, divide, add and subtract, along with other
common core standards. This year will be a great year as we work
hard in achieving our goals!

MS. DAVY
fdavy@ccics.org
Hello! My name is Fatima Davy. I am excited to be a new 3rd grade
teacher at Icahn 6. This will be a great learning experience for both
myself, and all of my students. I have already begun to learn their
various personalities and talents. I am thrilled to learn that each of
them are hard workers which is a necessary trait to prepare them for
their first time taking the New York State exam. Although I am new
here at Icahn, I have a great amount of support from each of the staff
members that work here. I am honored to be a part of the Icahn team
and I look forward to pushing each of my students to achieve their
greatest capabilities.
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FOURTH GRADE
MS. GONZALEZ
emgonzalez@ccics.org
Welcome to the fourth grade! My name is Mrs. Gonzalez. I look
forward to supporting and encouraging your child’s learning. In our
class we are focusing on building strategies and skills through
problem & solutions, main ideas with details, cause & effects,
summarizing and visualizing. We will be focusing on grammar
and perfecting our writing. In math we will be learning to compare
numbers, place values, rounding and adding and subtracting multidigit whole numbers. In Social Studies we are reading informational
texts on maps and mountains. So many wonderful things! In the
words of the late Rita F. Pierson, "Every child deserves a champion—
an adult who will never give up on them, who understands the
power of connection, and insists that they become the best that
they can possibly be.” I will do my best to be this for them. With our
partnership we will have no limits.

MR. MCGLYNN
cmcglynn@ccics.org
Hi, my name is Chris McGlynn and I am excited to be teaching fourth
grade at Icahn 6 for the first time! I have been teaching for 3 years now
and am happy to call Icahn 6 my new home. This will be both a fun and
challenging year. Our fourth grade students will be taking not only the
Math and ELA state exams, but the Science state exam as well. In ELA we
are working very hard to enhance our reading comprehension strategies
through exposure to a variety of complex texts. The students just finished
writing some excellent Personal Narratives that talk about important
moments in their lives! We will be working hard to create a positive
classroom environment that all students feel welcome in. Math has been
an enormous focus as we dive into the understanding of place values up
to the millions in order to compare, round, and add numbers, as well as
solving multi-step addition and subtraction word problems. I am looking
forward to working with all of my awesome students this year and making
it one to remember.
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FIFTH GRADE
MS. CAGGIANO
acaggiano@ccics.org
Hi! I am a returning 5th grade teacher here at Icahn Charter School
6. I am very excited to be welcoming our new class of fifth graders at
our middle school. It is going to be another wonderful year filled with
projects, news shows, and most importantly learning. The fifth grade
curriculum can be challenging at times but with a fabulous support
staff and eager learners, we will be ready in no time for those state
exams. I am looking forward to seeing every one of my students
achieve greatness this year!

MS. DRAFFEN
amason-draffen@ccics.org
Hello! My name is Ms. Draffen and this is my second year teaching at
Icahn Charter School #6. Last school I started off as the Math Targeted
Assistant for fifth and sixth grade but became one of the fifth grade
classroom teachers. This year I am in fifth grade again and I am so
excited to be working with this group of students. This year, Ms.
Caggiano and myself are focusing on specific subjects. I work with the
students in ELA; test taking skills as well as reading comprehension. I
expect this to be a great year! Any questions or concerns please feel
free to email me at any time!
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SIXTH GRADE
MS. ADAMS
madams@ccics.org
My name is Ms. Adams and I am one of the 6th grade teachers again
at Icahn 6! I am so excited to work with your children this year! This
year will be challenging but all of the students are excited and ready
to work hard. This year in ELA, we will be learning about literary
elements and reading many stories in which we are discussing these
elements. In math, we have begun our interactive notebooks and
students are enjoying putting those together as a resource tool! I look
forward to spending the year with all of the students and working with
you!

MS. CICCONE
mciccone@ccics.org
I am Ms. Ciccone and I am ecstatic to be teaching sixth grade at
Icahn 6! This will be an exciting and challenging year. In ELA, we will
be developing comprehension strategies throughout the year with
exposure to a variety of texts. As a class we will dive into books
through our Novel Studies. We will discuss things such as setting,
theme, and character traits and will facilitate in-depth analytical
conversations about the books we are reading. We have started our
writing work getting ready to prepare our own personal memoirs
about how an important life event has impacted us and molded us
into the people we are today. They are doing a great job so far! I will
be working hard to create a positive classroom environment that all
students feel welcome in. Math has been a big focus as we deepen
our understanding of fractions, least common multiple, greatest
common factor and fractions. I am looking forward to working hard
with the students to achieve the greatness they are all capable of.
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SEVENTH GRADE TEAM
MR. MOTIE- SOCIAL STUDIES
cmotie@ccics.org
Hello Middle School parents,
Welcome to Middle School Social Studies. My name is Sean Motie and I will be taking your students
on a journey through history. Social Studies is the study of people, habits, and human interaction
and students are on a daily quest in my classroom. Students are given the freedom to express
themselves and question what they know or what we take for granted. In my classroom, students
are challenged and questioning accepted status quos on a daily basis. If you have any questions,
please feel free to email me at any time.

MR. PAYNE- MATH
mpayne@ccics.org

My name is Mr. Payne and I'm very excited to be teaching math at Icahn 6. I have been teaching
middle school math for over 15 years in the Bronx and Westchester. I'm looking forward to a fun and
successful year with your children. Our math curriculum will cover proportional relationships,
operations with rational numbers, equations, and geometry among other topics. I look forward to
working with each student to reach their full potential so they are ready for the math regents and
well prepared for their math courses in high school.

MR. GRANT- SCIENCE
cgrant@ccics.org
Hello, My name is Chris Grant. I am teaching at Icahn 6 for the second year. I am the 6th and 7th
grade science teacher. I have extensive background in the sciences, as I almost became a nurse
immediately after graduate school. The students and I go through a series of science subjects
ranging from the creation of the Universe all the way to ecosystems. The questions never stop coming
and I never stop answering them. The same goes for you amazing parents out there; if you have any
questions please feel free to send them my way! Thanks!
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MS. LEWIS- ELA
alewis@ccics.org
Welcome to the Seventh Grade!
My name is Ms. Lewis and I’m the Seventh Grade ELA Teacher. We have a very busy and exciting
year in store for us. I realize that teaching your child is a privilege, as well as a tremendous
responsibility. I will do my best to make sure that each student has a motivating, fun, and rewarding
learning year.

MS. MADDEN-SPANISH
cperez@ccics.org
Hola! My name is Srta. Madden and I am extremely excited to be a member of the staff at Icahn
6! I am the Spanish teacher for grade 7 and the Targeted Assistance teacher for ELA Grade 5. In
grade 5 I will aim to strengthen the students’ reading and writing skills. In Spanish, I look forward to
working with my students to help them develop conversation, and writing and listening skills in
Spanish. We will work this year on everything from grammar to vocabulary, to culture, and even
literature and poetry! My main goal is to develop a lifetime love of learning languages. If you have
any questions, comments or concerns, I am always available. Please fell free to contact me at any
time!
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TARGETED ASSISTANCE TEAM
MS. PRESPOTINO- 3-4 ELA TA
mprespotino@ccics.org
Hi! My name is Margherita Prestopino and I'm so excited to join the staff at Icahn 6. For the last 10
years I worked in the Board of Ed as a classroom teacher. I am working this year as the ELA Targeted
Assistance provider for grades 3-4. I'm eager to work with the students and help them improve as
readers and writers; as well as prepare them for their state exams. We will be able to work in small
groups in and out of the classroom on specific skills as well as what is being taught in the class. I look
forward to getting to know your children and helping them improve in any way that I can!

MS. DOGAN- K-2 TA
hdogan@ccics.org

Hello! My name is Ms. Dogan and I am very excited to join the staff at Icahn 6 this year! I am the ELA
and Math Targeted Assistance teacher for grades k-2. I will be collaborating with classroom teachers
to assess students, set individual goals and help solidify their understanding of materials presented to
them in their primary classes. Students will receive this additional support in a small group setting and
during one-on-one instruction. My goal for this year is to teach students multiple skills through
engaging learning activities so that they become active readers, writers, and mathematicians. I am
truly looking forward to working with students to ensure their academic success this year! Please feel
free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

MS. MANOLOPOULOS- 3-4 MATH TA
amanolopoulos@ccics.org
I am thrilled to be at Icahn 6 again, this time as the Math Targeted Assistant! I'm so excited to be
helping out the third and fourth grade with math! Already I see students approaching math
differently thanks to our new CGI initiative, which has students thinking differently and deeply about
simple math story problems. I can't wait to see all of our students grow more as the year goes on.
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MR. POMPA- MIDDLE SCHOOL ELA TA
mpompa@ccics.org

Hi! My name is Mr. Pompa, and I am extremely excited to be entering my fifth year teaching at Icahn
6! In my previous years at Icahn 6 I have primarily taught Social Studies, however this year I have a
great opportunity to be the Targeted Assistance teacher for ELA and Math for Grades 5 and 6. I look
forward to working closely with my students to help them develop strengths in both reading and
writing. We will work this year on different strategies that will assist students in achieving academic
growth and success. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, I am always available.
Please feel free to email me at mpompa@ccics.org

MR. BELGRAVE- MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH TA
sbelgrave@ccics.org
Karibu! My name is Mr. Belgrave, and I am extremely excited to be a returning member of the staff
here at Icahn 6! I am the math Targeted Assistance teacher and the Special Education Teacher
Support Services (SETSS) teacher for the middle school. I look forward to working closely with my
students to help them develop strengths in reading, writing and math. If you have any questions,
comments, or concerns, I am always available. Please feel free to email me at any time!
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SCIENCE AND SOCIAL STUDIES CLUSTER
MS. RUSSELL- K-2 SOCIAL STUDIES
mrussell@ccics.org
I am Ms. Russell and I am the Social Studies Cluster teacher for grades K-2. I am elated to once
again have the opportunity to teach your wonderful children. We have already accomplished so
much in the classrooms in the first few weeks of school, so be sure to ask your child about what they
have learned. My goals for this year are to leave the students engaged and with lasting memories
of how interesting Social Studies can be. This year, grades 1 and 2 will be utilizing “Interactive
Notebooks” to keep account of the work we do. We will be engaging in more writing projects as
well as art projects to keep it interesting. As for Kindergarten, I will be integrating more music and art
into the curriculum, so stay tuned for the smiles that will follow our upcoming projects. We will be
looking forward to our “mini” end of unit celebrations. Stay Tuned! As always, I thank you for your
continuous support and for your trust in me to teach your child.
The beautiful thing about LEARNING is that no one can take it away from you. -BB King

MR. FORDHAM- 3-4 SCIENCE
kfordham@ccics.org
Hello, my name is Mr. Fordham and I am the Science Cluster teacher at Icahn 6 for the 4th, 3rd, and
Ms. Schenkel’s 2nd grade class. Your student will have Science every day for one period. In all
grades, we will be exploring various units throughout the grades, including physical, natural, and
health sciences. When appropriate, students will get the chance for hands-on experimentation,
engaging themselves directly with the material. If you have any questions about the curriculum or
need to contact me for anything, you can email me at any time. I look forward to a wonderful year
in the classrooms.
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