Welcome to Middle
School Admissions
With an Introduction & Overview
of MySchools

The Process

Key Dates
October/
November

Middle School Open Houses

Middle School Fairs
October

Fifth-grade families receive
MySchools log in instructions

December

Middle School Applications and Mark
Twain Scheduling Deadline – Dec. 3

April

Results Letters Available

May

Appeals Round

The Admissions Process

Tip: Regularly check your email that’s linked to
MySchools for reminders, updates, and notifications.

MySchools
Parent Portal – myschools.nyc
Online application
Please note that some of the following screenshots and components
are in development and subject to change.

MySchools Parent Portal – Myschools.nyc

MySchools – Parent Login

o
o

Create an account with their personal email addresses
Then add students to their account. To add a student to their account, they need:
• Student OSIS ID
• Account Creation Code (this will be mailed directly to your home)

How will families access their account creation code?

•
•

Letters with each student’s Account Creation Code will be mailed home in October
Elementary school staff with a MySchools account can share student’s Account Creation
Code in MySchools and share with families upon request.
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MySchools – Parent Login
After a family adds a student, they will see biographical and academic information.

MySchools: Search for Schools
You will be able to see all the schools your child is eligible for

What schools will be on a student’s application?
(This information is already in the MS Directory)
Zoned School

District Schools

*not all students have

If a student lives and
goes to school in
different districts, they
are eligible to apply to
middle schools in both
districts.

a zoned middle school

Boroughwide
Schools

Citywide Schools

Per Chancellor’s
Regulation A-101

What schools will NOT be on the application?
Charter Schools
Parents have to contact these schools directly
to learn how to apply.

MySchools: “Save” Programs

MySchools: Apply to Programs

Mark Twain and D21 Request for Testing (RFT)
Mark Twain for the Gifted & Talented (I.S. 239) is a middle school open to
all New York City residents.
• Interested applicants must log on to MySchools and apply to these
programs by December 3, 2018.
• Students may express interest in one or two talent areas. After
expressing interest, these talent areas will become available to add
on their application. They must rank them to be considered.
• Students will be notified of their audition in December, and will
receive a talent test score based on their test or audition; placements
to Mark Twain are made in descending order of talent test score.
• Students and residents of District 21 may use the talent test score to be
considered for the districts magnet programs; students must express
interest and complete a test or audition at Mark Twain to be considered.
You will be able to see your students’
Mark Twain Talent Test Schedule in MySchools
The deadline for Families to express interest – Dec. 3

MySchools: Parent Confirmations
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MySchools: Parent Confirmations

How Matches Are Determined

How is a student’s match determined?
Student Factors
Choices on the
Application
The programs ranked
on the application
AND the order in
which they are
ranked.

Student
Information

Program Factors
Admissions
Priorities
The order in which
applicants are
considered.

Admissions
Methods
How programs
consider and match
with applicants.

(For some programs)

Student’s academic
record and/or
address.

Seat Availability
The number of seats
available for
applicants.

Choices on the Application
• Families should rank up to 12
programs in order of
preference starting with their
top choice
• No middle school will see how
applicants have ranked them.

• If you believe that a school or
program is missing from a
student’s application, reach
out to Mr. McConville or Ms.
Druda
Tip: Families should rank programs they prefer to their zoned
or continuing school ahead of their zoned or continuing
school.

Middle School Programs
You can think of programs as “doorways” through which schools accept
students.
• If a school has multiple programs, students may apply to one program, or
more than one program at that school.

• Programs at the same school may have different Admissions Priorities
and Methods. Families may choose to apply to a particular program at a
school because of how it does its admissions or because it has a
particular theme.

Program #1

Program #2

Admission Priorities
Admissions Priorities determine the order in which applicants are considered for placement.
•

•

This means that students are considered in groups. All students in the first priority group will
be considered first. If seats are available, students in the second priority group will be
considered next.
If your child does not fall into any of the priority groups, he/she is not eligible to apply.
Remember: there is no sibling priority in Middle School Admissions.
Admissions Priorities:  Priority to students and residents of the District  Then to students and residents of Brooklyn.

Means
that

All students who live in the zone that list this program on
their application will be considered before other District 6
students who list this program on their application.

Admission Methods that DO NOT see
applicants’ academic information
An Admissions Method is the way a school program considers and matches with
applicants. Remember that students are first grouped by Admission Priority and then
evaluated by Admission Method.
Zoned
Based on address.

Open
Random selection.
Note: Applicants may be
considered based on
their priority group.
Consult the MS Directory

Limited Unscreened
Random selection, but
students may move into a
higher priority group by
signing in at a school
event.

Talent Test: I.S. 239 Mark Twain and some District 21 programs admit
students in descending order of scores on talent tests.
Tip: If a student is applying to a “Limited Unscreened”
program, encourage the family to visit and sign in!

Admission Methods that DO see applicants’
academic information
Tip: Contact middle schools to better
understand how they evaluate
students for their screened programs.

Screened
School ranks students
based on fourth-grade
attendance, state tests,
and grades. Additional
requirements may exist.

Composite Score
Students are admitted in
descending order based on a
score that’s calculated using a
student’s fourth grade report card
grades, state ELA and math
exams, attendance, and behavior.

Screened for Language
Based on students’
English language skills

Tip: Encourage parents to check all details about a program’s admissions in the
MS Directory before ranking a program on their application.

Ranking Applicants
Limited Unscreened: Indicate on your applicant list if an applicant has shown
interest in your school. Priority is given to students who sign in and attend an
information session. (Middle School Fair table, open house, school tour, etc…)
Screened: Rank all students on your applicant list. Schools that do not reach
their match target may receive unranked students from the applicant pool.
Screened for Language: Applicants that appear on your applicant list are not
filtered by ELL status. It is your responsibility to verify the ELL status of the
applicants that you rank.

Note: Students are matched based on the order
programs are ranked on their application.

Seats for Students With Disabilities
Each Middle School program has a specific number of seats available for
incoming students. Available seats are divided into two groups:
• One group of seats is reserved for students who are part of the general education population
and students who receive special education instructional programming for 20% or less of their
academic program (GE).
• The second group of seats is for students who receive special education instructional
programming for more than 20% of their academic program (SWD).
Student applications will be automatically assigned to one group of seats based on the information you
provide in ATS. For students with disabilities, this is based on their current Individualized Education
Program (IEP).

Tip: Emphasize that
families of students
with disabilities may
apply to any programs
they’re interested in.

District 3 Updates
The Center School
• If a family is interested, they must apply online.
• Open only to students and residents of District 3, for 5th grade admissions only.
(Current 4th graders apply.)
• They may request an access code from their school.
• When they go online, there will be one school option.
Diversity Plan
• 25% of seats at all D3 middle schools will be prioritized for low-performing, lowincome applicants.
• This means all D3 families should be encouraged to apply to all the schoosl
they’re interested in. They should list them in their true order of preference.
• Meeting with D3 MS principals next week.
• Training for D3 ES staff in early October.

Than you for attending!

Middle School Admissions Team:
Msenrollment@schools.nyc.gov

