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National Junior Honor Society Gives Generous
Donation to IEY News Team
On October 25, 2016,
the Modern Youngster
Newspaper Team
received a generous
donation from the
National Junior Honor
Society, advised by Mrs.
Gabr and Mrs. Rhett. The
members were surprised
and delighted to say the
least!
The school newspaper
team was revived last
year and started out with
$0 in the budget. Thanks
to the efforts of the NJHS
members and their
advisors, we raised
hundreds of dollars
through cookie sales.
NJHS members
contributed their time
and effort to making
cookie sale posters,

bringing in baked goods,
and even running the
sale! With their help,
Modern Youngster
journalists were able to
publish their work for
many teachers and
students in the
building.
This year, the Modern
Youngster Team has
grown to include
approximately twenty
five sixth and seventh
grade students. With
the donation made by
the National Junior
Honor Society, the
“Modern Youngsters”
will be able to continue
publishing copies of the
paper as well as attend
enrichment trips
focused on building our
skills as journalists.

The five main
principles of the
National Junior Honor
Society has been to
create enthusiasm for
scholarship, stimulate a
desire to render service,
promote leadership,
encourage responsible
citizenship, and develop
character in students.
It is clear that the
NJHS members are
dedicated to following
these principles as they
took the time to reach
out and donate to
Modern Youngster, an
IEY organization in
need.
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Newly Knighted to the Castle
Each year, Modern
Youngster looks forward
to welcoming new
members to our Isaac E.
Young family. This year,
we had the opportunity
to interview newcomers,
Mr. Barksdale, Ms.
Bianco, and Ms. Horne.
They were kind enough

to share information
about their past teaching
experiences as well as
advice for their current
students.
Mr. Barksdale
Our very first hire, Mr.
Barksdale, agreed to
have an interview with

Modern Youngster
reporters. He shared
that he believes IEY is a
great middle school
filled with wonderful
personas and character.
He feels his greatest
challenge is getting to
know the diverse
faculty.
(continued on page 2)
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Newly Knighted to the Castle (Continued)
He said once he was able
to get to know them, he
could use them as
resources for his own
work. When asked about
what he enjoys most
about working here, Mr.
Barksdale eagerly
replied, “Working with
students! Isn’t that why
we’re teachers?” We are
so excited for Mr.
Barksdale to join our IEY
family.
Ms. Bianco
Ms. Bianco is the
general music and chorus
teacher of room 148. She
was inspired by Mr.
Lirtzman, her high school
music teacher, to become
a music teacher. He was
funny, he was very
knowledgeable and it
was clear that he cared
for his students. Ms.
Bianco shared that the

most challenging thing is
being a teacher,
especially a music
teacher. You have to try
and get the students
excited about music. Ms.
Bianco taught middle
school chorus for ten
years in Brooklyn, and
for one year in
Manhattan to teach to
the deaf. Meeting new
colleagues and students
made Ms. Bianco feel
anxious and she
wondered if they would
like her. Welcome to IEY
Ms. Bianco! You are now
an Isaac knight.
Ms. Horne
Another teacher we
interviewed is Ms. Horne.
She currently works as a
6th grade special
education teacher. To
her, spending time with
students and getting to

interact with unique kids
is one of the things she
most enjoys and that
inspired her to start
teaching in the first
place. She expects
students to come to
school prepared, to learn,
and to feel comfortable
trying their best. She
recently worked as a
2nd, 3rd and 5th grade
special education teacher
in the Bronx at P.S. 85.
She has also worked as a
social worker. To add on,
she believes that this
school is an amazing
place to be, and she loves
the friendly
environment. To her, one
of the most difficult
things about teaching is
inspiring students to
meet all challenges. We
are happy to have Ms.
Horne as a new teacher!

6th Grade Knights Read at the Castle
Reading is essential to
our education. A great
program that happened
here at Isaac E. Young
Middle School to
promote reading was the
Knight Readers Program.
On October 17th at the
Castle, Mr. Gonzalez and
teachers held the event
during the day for 6th
graders and at night for
sixth graders and their
families. Mr. Gonzalez
thought up the event and
found time to pursue the
idea all while making the

exciting transition from
dean to assistant
principal! Impressive!
He was the mind behind
this gathering and really
got lots of students and
families reading
together.
The event started
during the school day for
6th grade students. In
each class, teachers
shared a read aloud of
their favorite literature.
Some chose texts related
to their subjects. It was
truly a day of reading.

At night,
families
joined the
reading
celebration. It was held
in a variety of rooms
throughout the 6th grade
corridor from 5:00 to
7:00PM. During this
time, student and their
families came together
and “tasted” different
genres and swapped
books. Students received
“genre tasting” menus
and chose the types of
books they wanted to
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6th Grade Knights Read at the Castle
discuss. In each room,
teachers, students, and
families alike, discussed
what they loved about
the genre. Genres
included mystery,
mythology, non-fiction,
graphic novels, and
more! From these
genres, they shared a few
titles and had small

discussions.
Students and their
families were able to
browse books from our
school library while they
were here. Using an app
that Mrs. Macchia found,
teachers were able to
help students check out
books from our library
that really interested

them.
Bookmarks and
bracelets with the
“Knight Readers” logo
were also distributed
during the event to all of
our readers. This helped
teachers, students, and
families feel united. This
event was truly a
celebration of reading!

Ready, Set, Read!
Ms. Bub is the ELA
teacher who started the
Read-a-Thon and the
purpose of the Read-aThon is to get kids to
read for at least 35
minutes a day and to log
it on the website.
Parents and guardians
donate based on the
amount a student reads
each day.
Unfortunately, the
Read-a-Thon is only for
the 6th grade. Luckily,
we were told that there
will be another reading

event coming soon that
will include more
students. Teachers, staff,
and students had a day of
reading to kick off the
Read-a-Thon. The Knight
Readers event had
teachers run rooms
based on a different
genres and they talked
about the type of books
they enjoy reading. Ms.
Bub said, “Being that this
is my second year at
Isaac, I saw how
important it is for
teachers and
administrators to be role

models for other
children, and especially
to motivate new 6th
graders to read.” This
Read-a-Thon can help
parents and teachers
keep track of their
reading habits. Aside
from building a reading
community, the goal is
also to raise enough
money to distribute
between three charities
that need the help. Our
teachers encourage
everyone to read on a
daily basis. So, Let’s get
reading today! Let’s go!

IEY Upstanders Unite!
In October, Mr. Vivolo,
with the help of Dr.
Bongo, Dr. Robinson, Mr.
Gonzalez, and Ms.
Daniele, organized a
Bully Prevention Day.
Mr. Vivolo’s main
purpose was to “raise
awareness about ways to
prevent bullying and to
teach students the types
of bullying and its

negative effects.”
Bullying can range
from verbal insults to
physical fighting and can
affect a student’s ability
to learn. Also, it can
cause students to feel
invisible and lead to
depression. More than
16,000 teens skip school
because they don’t want
to continue to be bullied.

During the event, we
learned that to stomp out
bullying, we can be
“upstanders”. According
to Mr. Vivolo, this means
that when you witness
bullying, you have to take
action and report it. Just
one action can change
the victim’s life and help
him or her stop suffering.
(Continued on page 4)

Above:
Ms. Bub leads a
genre study room
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IEY Upstanders Unite! (Continued)
Unfortunately, only 77%
of kids admit they have
been through some type
of bullying. Only20%
actually report the
bully’s actions to an
adult. The purpose of
this day was to show that
we can decrease these
numbers by standing up
for one another.
We can thank Mr.
Vivolo and Ms. Daniele
along with our
administrators for
organizing a great day
that taught us how to
stop bullying and stand
up for one another!

IEY Ghouls, Goblins, and Ghosts Boogie Down!

Above &
Below:
6th graders
dance the night
away with
group dances
and an exciting
dance contest!

Ghosts, skeletons and
pumpkins, oh my! The
annual sixth grade
Halloween dance
happened on October
28th, 2016 and it was a
blast. People were
dancing along to
music, eating food and
drinking refreshments,
and most importantly,
showing off their
costumes! We got to
interview Mr. White, the
organizer of the event,
and the leader of the
Student Organization
(S.O.). We also got to
interview some sixth
graders who attended
the dance, so those who
didn’t attend can
experience all the boos

and frights of this special
night!
The Halloween Dance
took place in the Isaac E.
Young cafeteria this year,
and the annual event has
been run by Mr. White
for the past twenty seven
years. Although
attendance to this event
for this particular year
ran lower than expected,
with only 90 tickets sold,
it was easier to manage
than other years. The
money raised went to
paying for the DJ, the
refreshments, the
decorations, which the
S.O. helped hang up, and
the trophies given to the
winners.
This event is made

particularly for sixth
graders so they can feel
more comfortable in
their new school. It helps
them ease into this new
journey ahead of them. It
also helps to control the
crowd by offering the
event to one grade.
At the dance, a
costume contest and a
dance contest are held.
Costumes were a very
big part of the night. Mr.
White dressed up as
himself in high school,
and there were zombies,
queens, storybook
characters, and people
with face paint. For
refreshments, chips and
juice were available so
students could keep
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boogying on. The
students thought that the
dance great! They
especially enjoyed the
food, activities, contests,
dancing and the fact that
they were able to share
this experience with
their friends. The scenery
and decorations were
extremely nice and
looked amazing. Their
only suggestion for next
year would be to have a
haunted house.
The teachers were
heavily involved in the
process of setting up the
dance so that everything
was in order for the sixth
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graders to enjoy. Some of
the teachers associated
with the event were Mr.
White, Ms. Sullivan, Ms.
Mann, and Ms. Reda. Mr.
White gives a special
thank you to Ms.
DeLancey, and Ms.
Daniele who worked the
door, and Ms. Frasca for
selling the tickets.
Without these teachers
the event would not have
taken place.
Isaac E. Young’s annual
Halloween dance was
such an amazing event.
Hopefully, if you were in
the attendance, you saw
that and had a blast! We

greatly thank the S.O. and
Mr. White for their
contribution to our
school.

Left:
Mr. White’s
son, DJ Scratch
& Sniff,
entertains the
crowd by
showing off his
DJ skills!

Let’s Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Although we see the
recycling bins
throughout our building,
many people may not
realize that we actually
have a recycling club!
The purpose of this club
is to help make our
school a clean place for
learning. Mrs. Paige
Robinson is the club
facilitator. During an
interview, she told us
that she runs this club
because she wants the
school to be a clean and
comfortable place to
learn. She also shared
that it is very important
to maintain cleanliness
because a clean
environment is a safe
environment.

One of the members of
the club told us that he
joined so he could keep
the school clean while
having fun with his
friends. Two other
members joined the club
because what they learn
about recycling also
helps them to keep their
community clean when
they are not in school.
Club members recycle
paper on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. On Fridays,
the club recycles plastic,
bottles, cans, and
cartons. Tuesdays seem
to be their busiest day
because the classes have
collected paper all week.
Stay tuned! In an
article for our upcoming

issue of Modern
Youngster, we will have
more information about
how IEY is expanding
their recycling program!

Recycling Terms
for the Classroom
Trash
straws, Styrofoam,
plastic bags, tissue
paper, pencil
shavings
Commingled
All plastics 1-7
bottles, foil, cans,
glass
Paper
Clean paper,
cardboard, tissue
boxes
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Dr. Bongo Teaches Us Leadership Is Key
socially. This program is
made up of specifically
eighth grade students
because according to Dr.
Bongo, “it will get them
ready for high school”. In
this club, eighth graders
greatly contribute to the
New Rochelle
community. They figure
out ways to help the
community and the
school with a number of
projects. Dr. Bongo
emphasized, “Our
students are important
The Eighth Grade
Leadership Program is a to the community and
program for select eighth are important to us.”
The idea to create this
grade students here at
program came from Dr.
IEY. The program was
Bongo’s lifelong dream of
started this year by Dr.
helping students excel.
Bongo. The members of
Although Dr. Bongo is
this program will learn
kept occupied with his
skills that are essential
responsibilities as
for their current and
principal, he still
future educational
manages to find time in
experiences. It’s an
his day to help others,
exclusive club that
enhances social skills and especially his students. A
helps students’ academic few of us on the Modern
Youngster team are
performance. It’s a
wonderful experience for involved in this program
and we really appreciate
the eighth graders and
will help to send them off Dr. Bongo’s
contributions.
to the high school on a
There are many
great note.
expectations for this
The Eighth Grade
Leadership Program is a exclusive program. Dr.
Bongo expects that his
wonderful chance for
students excel not only at
students to help
IEY but in high school
themselves excel
and in their future. Dr.
academically and

Bongo also expects his
students to help the New
Rochelle community and
help change the world.
He finds these
accomplishments very
important and integral to
students’ success.
The Eighth Grade
Leadership Program’s
main goal is very simple:
prepare students for life.
This program will make
students better readers
and writers, two skills
vital to success. It also
covers a wide variety of
other subjects which are
equally important for
students to know.
Technology is just one of
the many subjects
students will focus on in
this program.
This program is very
new and exciting for the
Isaac E. Young and New
Rochelle communities.
We wish the eighth
graders involved in this
program lots of luck as
they strive for their
future endeavors!
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Archimedes’ Critical Thinkers
The Archimedes
Honors Academy (A.H.A.)
is a brand new
organization at Isaac E.
Young. It consists of a
group of twenty one
recommended seventh
grade students who are
working on different
school subjects in a
unique way. Some are
involved in hands-on
activities involving
subjects such as science,
technology, engineering,
art, math, and language
arts. Club members
show how these subjects
are connected by
completing different
activities. The subjects
that students are
focusing on are part of
S.T.E.A.M. but this
academy is a separate
program. It is unique
because it involves
students learning on
their own and
teaching supervisors
and their peers. It
encourages students to
be interested in what
they are learning!
A.H.A. strengthens
students’ problem
solving and critical
thinking skills. Students
also build on their
abilities to collaborate
with their peers and
other staff members. A

part of the academy is
also using technology to
put together a final
presentation.
Technology is a very
important part of
strengthening a student’s
skills in and out of
school.
Some ways the
students will learn on
their own and enrich
their learning experience
is by going on trips. For
example, the students
will take trips to
campuses such as Mercy
College, to H2O sources
such as Long Island
Sound and to IBM, a
technology headquarters
in Armonk, New York.
Most recently, the
academy visited the
United Nations. The

pictures included here
are from the tour we
received! We learned
how countries work
together toward goals to
improve issues of
hunger, education, and
health.
The person who
founded A.H.A. was Dr.
Robinson, our assistant
principal. She also had a
few teachers, who are
supervisors of the
program, work with her
to help make her vision
of this academy a reality.
Some of these teachers

include Ms. Mann, who
gave us the information
for this article, Ms. Cuzzi,
a math teacher, Mrs.
Maldonado, an art
teacher, Mrs. Santana, an
English teacher, Mrs.
McCue, a science teacher,
Mr. Spreter, a tech ed
teacher, and Mrs.
Macchia, our librarian.
The A.H.A. will give
students experience in
showing how school
subjects help solve real
world problems. The
first project that the
students are working on
is a solution to the
world’s water crisis. The
project will encourage
students to use their
knowledge of
mathematics and science
to compare clean water
samples to polluted
samples. This will allow
students to determine
how clean water is
around us and help
them think about how
we can work to make
sure our water is always
fresh and available for
the community to
consume.
In this academy,
students are learning
about how to improve
our world and
environment. Students
will work together, plan
on their own, and teach
adults about their
findings. We look
forward to reporting on
all of their future
successes!

Pictures from the
Trip to the
United Nations

“A.H.A,

S TRENGTHENS
STUDENTS
PROBLEM
SOLVING SKILLS
AND CRITICSL
THINKING SKILLS ”
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A Club about Change

Above &
to the Right:
Metamorphosis Club
members in action

The Metamorphosis
Club is a fascinating club
about change. Dr.
Misner, Ms. Santana, and
Mr. Fry realized that
middle school students
face a lot of changes and
they thought this club
would be a cool way to
address change. This
club also helps kids get a
deeper understanding of
science, English, and art.
The club is held every
Tuesday from 2:30 to
3:30PM and all students
are welcome to join. The
science portion is taught
by Dr. Misner. He gives
students pet mealworms
that they must watch
grow through the stages
of metamorphosis. They
document the changes
and create presentations
to describe what occurs
during the mealworm’s
life cycle.

In the art portion, Mr.
Fry teaches students how
to transform one object
into another through
drawing. This is another
way to explore change.
Students will have the
opportunity to transform
a man made object into a
living thing. They will
also combine their faces
with an animal’s face
through drawing.
The main goal of the
art portion was to
develop an artistic
representation of
metamorphosis. Mr. Fry
decided to become a part
of this club because he
felt that art itself is
always changing and
evolving.
The English portion of
the club is facilitated by
Ms. Santana. During
their time in this section
of the club, students

wrote about
metamorphosis and
transformation. They
wrote about people who
transformed their
community, country, or
world. After exploring
changes that others have
made, they wrote about
how they will transform
as individuals over time.
The teachers are very
excited that students
have the chance to
explore metamorphosis
across the content areas.
If you have an interest in
learning about change,
this club is for you!

Hut, Hut, Hike!
Above:
Team ball from last
year’s football season

“O NE

TEAM ,

ONE FAMILY ,
ONE GOAL !”

-C OACH S ALVO ’ S
M OTTO FOR THE
IEY F OOTBALL
T EAM

Modern Youngster
here with your IEY
football report! We
interviewed the head
coach, Coach Salvo about
how our latest season
went. Coach shared
proudly that the team
was very successful,
having 5 wins and only 1
loss! He also explained
that true success will
come years from now
when he hears how well
his former team
members are doing in
life.
Coach Salvo spoke

with lots of passion
about his role as coach.
He shared that he
became a coach here
because he wanted to
give back to the school he
attended as a kid. Coach
Salvo was a student at
IEY!
We also asked our
coach for some advice for
those who might be
thinking of joining. He
replied, “Practice is key
and you always need to
work harder than you
think you can.” We
followed up by asking

what the most important
position is on the football
team. He said that no
position was more
important than another
because “everyone has to
do their part to win the
game.”
Coach Salvo left us
with one final message
which is his team’s
motto, “One team, one
family, one goal!” What a
great lesson for us to
follow! We can’t wait to
report on how our team
does next season!

December 2016

Page 9

Community News Section

Lessons From Around-The-World Solo Pilot
On September 20th,
Barrington Irving, a
famous pilot and author
of the book, Touch the
Sky took time to visit our
seventh and eighth grade
students. He is most
famous for being the
youngest person to fly
solo around the world!
Irving met students in
the auditorium to
introduce himself and
discuss the obstacles he
faced and
accomplishments he
made as a pilot.
Irving became
inspired to become a
pilot after he met an
African American pilot
while he was working in
his parents’ bookstore at
the age of 15. Irving then
shared his story of the

2007 flight he made that
set the Guinness World
Record! One of his
toughest obstacles in
getting started was
receiving many rejection
letters from the
companies he contacted .
Irving explained that
he never gave up and
was eventually able to
get some companies to
donate parts so he could
build a plane to make his
trip.
Irving showed an
amazing slide show of all
of his accomplishments
including clips from his
non-profit program
called Experience
Aviation. To raise
awareness about food
waste, Irving went
dumpster diving and

found that only 19
pounds of the food in the
canisters were not
edible.
Before ending his day
with us at IEY, Irving was
nice enough to have
lunch with a select group
of students that showed
an interest in aviation.
He answered their
questions and shared
more detail about how to
become a pilot. It was
truly an incredible
experience!
To the Left:
Irving shares his
experiences with
IEY students

New Rochelle Community Trot
For Thanksgiving this
year, the New Rochelle
community united for a
5k (3.1 mile) run/walk
for charity. This day was
even more special
because some of our very
own teachers decided to
participate! Dr. Bongo
along with several
teachers ran, walked, and
cheered on fellow
teachers. Some of the
teacher participants
included Mr. Vivolo, Ms.
Vivolo-Carsen, and Mr.
Krasner (in the photo to
the right), Ms.

Iannuzzo, Mrs. Simoes,
Ms. Simoes, and Mr.
Krasner. What a great
way for IEY to get
involved in the
community!
Congratulations to all the
runners, walkers, and

Above (from left to right):
IEY teachers, Mr. Krasner, Ms.
Vivolo-Carsen, and Mr. Vivolo,
and families show IEY and NR
pride by racing in this year’s
Turkey Trot.
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Can you figure out this student-made puzzle? Good luck!
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holiday

dreidel
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What’s New at IEY?
Come One, Come All!
This year’s play presented
by the Drama Club will be
“Timeless Tales-Hans
Christian Anderson Quartet”. We’re excited to see
what Mrs. Cassone, Ms.
Blancato, and the members of the drama club
have prepared! Stay tuned
to opening dates!

Enjoy The IEY
Sounds of Music!
This year’s Winter Concert will
be held on Wednesday, January
11th at 6pm. Come out and
support our 6th grade chorus

Girls’ Inc. is Making a
Comeback!
Girls’ Inc. Club is offering two
new after school girls’ clubs:
SMART and Life Skills.
When: Wednesday, 1/25 for 12
weeks (2:15-3:15PM)
*Please see Ms. Guel in room
332 for an application.

Check us out on the worldwide web!
Just visit our school homepage, isaacyoung.nred.org, and
scroll down to
Modern Youngster School Newspaper.
A very special thanks to the following 6th grade marking period 1 Enrichment students for their
participation in this issue of “Modern Youngster”! Well done!
Gabriela Angarita
Michael Arteaga
Alexandra Bruff
Xavier Capellan
Jesus Capistran
Josue Cardoso
Dylan Cestone
Kimberly Chavez
Steven Choflet
Alexander Ciriaco
Branden Crisostomo
Rianna Cousins
Cecilia Delgadillo
Oscar Depaz Velasquez
Adam Euyoque
Matthew Fuller
Naydelin Garcia Alonso
Michael Herrera Ramos

Nicholas Jimenez
Emily Lopez
Bryan Lua
Evelyn Madrid
Joseph Massaro
Emma McGowan
Jarred McLean
Valeria Mendez
Rafael Mendoza
Anthony Meyering
Amanda Monzon
Luis Morales
Liliana Moreira
Nasser Najjar
Stacy Nunez
Michael Okwudili
Christopher Pino
Jeffrey Pulega

Andres Ramirez
Derek Ramos
Lisanne Rattery
Cristofer Rubio
Jennifer Sanabria
Candelaria Sanchez Gonzalez
Kevin Sandoval
Kaylee Santamaria
Samantha Silvera
Adrianna Smith
Graciela Torres
Gabriel Valencia
Sneha Verghese
Darryl White
Declan Wynne
Shuocheng (Jason) Zheng

