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Dr. Bongo’s Time to Shine on
NRHS’ Wall of Fame!
When you first walk
down the hallway in the
House 2 Stack area of
New Rochelle High
School (NRHS), you may
be distracted by the
incredible display of
photographs. What you
are seeing is the NRHS
Wall of Fame and each
portrait shows an
individual who used to
attend the school and is
now very popular or
famous for making
contributions to society.
We, the Modern
Youngster Journalists,
are very proud to
announce that this year,
one of our very own IEY
Knights has been
inducted! On October 25,
2016, Dr. Anthony
Bongo, class of 1976, was
inducted to the New
Rochelle Wall of Fame!
He was part of a fantastic
ceremony that contained
music, speeches,
refreshments, and
laughter. Most
importantly, his portrait
was unveiled in front of
faculty, staff, students,
and members of the New
Rochelle community.
There were two other
former students of NRHS

inducted as well.
Jennifer Hyman , class of
1998 is currently the cofounder and CEO of Rent
the Runway, a retail
company that makes and
offers rental options for
designer dresses and
accessories. Dr. Mark J.
Lewis, class of 1980, is
the director of the
Institute for Defense
Analyses Science and
Technology Policy
Institute.
Dr. Bongo was chosen
for this honor because of
all the contributions he
has made to the New
Rochelle community.
After graduating from
New Rochelle High
School, Dr. Bongo
attended Westchester
Community College for
some time. Then, he
went to work in the
landscape and
contracting industry.
Later in life, Dr. Bongo
went to Iona College and
the College of New
Rochelle. After he
finished school, Dr.
Bongo became the
assistant principal here
at IEY. He became our
principal in 2005 and
received his doctorate in

educational leadership
from Columbia
University. He clearly
made a lot of
accomplishments before
settling in at our castle!
Dr. Bongo has set a
great example for us by
proving that with hard
work and dedication,
we can achieve
anything! Well done,
Dr. Bongo, well done!
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School Events Section

Writing for a Cleaner and Healthier Tomorrow

Are you a sixth grader
who knows how to make
the world cleaner? Do
you know a lot about
composting as a way to
go green? Do you want
Isaac E. Young Middle
to share your ideas with
School
others? Then you should
270 Centre Avenue
have entered the Green
New Rochelle, NY 10805
Writing Contest! This
(914) 576-4360
contest for sixth grade
Principal:
students focused on the
Dr. Bongo
topic, “Why Is
Asst. Principal:
Composting Important?”
Dr. Robinson
and let kids express their
Asst. Principal:
ideas about how to help
Mr. Gonzalez
the environment. Some
students who entered the
Newspaper Club Info
contest expressed wrote
Where: Room 254
about how composting
When: Wednesdays
works, how people can
(2:30-3:30PM)
easily compost at home,
and how we harm the
Faculty Advisor:
environment when we
Danielle DeLancey
don’t compost our food
leftovers. We asked Ms.
Young Journalists:
Giordano, our district’s
Denise Abarca
recycling representative
Jordan Alfano
about the Green Writing
Marisol Ceja
Contest since she worked
Alexander Ciriaco
with Mr. Gonzalez to
Alexandria Conte
develop this contest. In
Benjamin Cowles
fact, Ms. Giordano has
Elizabeth Cruz
also been working
Celine Glennon
closely with the sixth
Gia Blu Guzman
graders in their science
Tessa Lajos
classes, running
Zara Marsan
workshops on the issue
Carolina Mendoza
of composting. She was
Nataly Mendoza
happy to give us a lot of
Michael Okwudili
information about the
Lesly Paccha
issue of composting as
Denise Reyes Lujan
well as the contest itself!
Natalie Sarmiento
Ms. Giordano shared
Julissa Silva
that the idea for this
James Rodriguez-Medina
essay contest sparked
Ariana Torres
the day she saw a pile of
trash and noticed how

the children were so
careless. By having
students write about
composting, she hoped
students would think
more, learn, and get
inspired to help the
planet. She even hopes
some students will
become interested
enough in the topic and
become a recycling
advocate like her! By
going through the
workshops with Ms.
Giordano and then
researching the topic of
composting, students
become more involved
and aware of the solution
to help the planet.
Ms. Giordano also told
us about how she got
inspired to focus more on
recycling. As a kid, Ms.
Giordano started
recycling paper. She and
her father went around
town collecting paper
and brought it to recycle
and she earned a lot of
money. Most kids have
never thought of doing
things like this but Ms.
Giordano hopes that by
discussing the need for
recycling and
composting with
students, they will take
action. The contest itself
is meant for Isaac
students like you to learn
a lot about what your
role is in the
environment. Ms.
Giordano wants us to
think: What are some
ways that you can

contribute to keeping the
world clean?
You may be reading
this article and thinking
that you cannot make a
difference because you
are in seventh or eighth
grade and are not
working with Ms.
Giordano. However,
there is plenty you can
do to take action for a
cleaner tomorrow! First,
you can reduce the
amount of stuff you use
and not litter. Something
else you could do is make
sure to recycle. Ms.
Giordano reminded us
that during lunch, we get
cardboard trays and Ms.
Giordano is trying to help
replace those with
environmentally friendly
ones like washable
reusable trays.
With the recycling
program here at IEY,
98% of the leftovers are
used for compost or
recycling and only 2%
are used for trash. This
is one of the big goals
that recycling and
composting
accomplishes, reducing
waste and reusing items
that can be recycled.
Ms. Giordano and the
Modern Youngster team
wish the best of luck to
those who entered the
Green Writing
Contest! Stay tuned to
hear about the
winners!

April/May 2017

Page 3

School Events Section

Bienvenue! National French Junior Honor Society Members
At IEY, there are many
programs for children
who excel at their
studies. For students
who are doing great in
the area of French,
there’s the French Honor
Society or in French, the
Jeunes Amis du Français
(JAF). The French Honor
Society is run by Mrs.
Goodwin, the French
teacher here at our
middle school. Joining
the French Honor Society
is a great way to benefit
your French studies and
increase your skill
set. Students qualify by
maintaining an average
of A or above for two
marking periods, and by
doing community
service. Students
belonging to this group
this year are building a
water well in Haiti. It’s a
great opportunity for
students to enhance their
ability and their
experience learning
French. This
organization is excellent
because it combines
great performance in
school, with etiquette,
and love for one’s
community.
Mrs. Goodwin shared
what students
specifically need to do to
be considered for this
organization. She shared
that one is chosen to be
part of the organization
after they maintain an
average of a 90 over the
course of two marking

periods, and have
completed 10 hours of
community service. If
any student reading this
is currently taking or
planning to take French,
and wants to join, you
should aim for these
marks. Students then
have to apply for
positions in the
society. The members
attend meetings that are
held every Wednesday.
This year, 17 eighth
grade students were reinducted and 18 seventh
and eighth graders were
inducted. The chosen
students received a
certificate and pin during
the induction. Students
inducted take their
induction as an honor,
and they use their
induction into the group
as a way to benefit the
community. The honor
society features students
that are tutors, who tutor
other students in French,
as well as those that help
out and support other
clubs here at Isaac. The
club is student-run,
which means the
students are the ones
who help make a
difference in the
community.
Mrs. Goodwin got the
inspiration to start the
French Honor Society
from her students. She
says that they are
phenomenal! The French
Honor Society has come
a long way from when

they first started, but
Mrs. Goodwin still has
ideas for where the club
can go in the long run.
She says that she and her
club plan to leave a
legacy, through whatever
they do, whether it’s by
doing community
service, fundraising, or
helping others in their
own school. She and her
students feel privileged
to have the opportunity
to leave their mark on
the school, and Mrs.
Goodwin feels proud to
be able to work with her
students in this group.
The French Honor
Society is a great way to
get involved with the IEY
community, and enhance
your ability in
French. Students
involved learn about the
society and the world
around them, they get to
meet and interact with
lots of new people, and
continue their studies in
French. It’s a great
organization that
combines studies in the
foreign language with
helping out others who
need it, and helping
throughout the world we
live in. The French
Honor Society is a group
that offers great
opportunity for success,
and it’s something
students who take
French should aim to
join! Congratulations to
the new inductees!

Above:
Inductees receive
certificates and pins
of acceptance at the
ceremony
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Unveiling “The Fearless Student”

Bottom from Left to
Right:
1. Back of bull shows
some of the
obstacles IEY
students face daily
2. Front of bull shows
some serious
challenges IEY
students face
3. Fearless Student
stars down the Bull
of Obstacles

The news raved
recently about “The
Fearless Girl” statue that
faces down the Bull of
Wall street in New York
City. The Bull represents
the economic power of
Wall Street. Artist,
Kristen Visbal added a
statue of a young girl
staring down the bull to
send a message about
gender and equality in
the workplace. Now,
have you heard about
our amazing “Fearless
Student” Statue
displayed right here at
IEY?!
Dr. Misner, Mrs.
Maldonado, and their
students emulated the
artwork on Wall Street
by creating their own
sculptures to represent
the many challenges that
middle school students
face every day. The IEY

Bull is covered in the
very real and sometimes
very serious challenges
that our students have
faced or are continuing
to face this year. Some of
the obstacles include
poverty, fighting,
sickness, and low selfesteem. Dr. Misner
shared, “We hope
students learn to stand
up to the obstacles that
they will encounter in
middle school.” This is
why Mrs. Maldonado’s
students created the
statue of the student
staring down our Bull of
obstacles! This student
stands with a fearless
attitude, facing every
obstacle head on. Dr.
Misner stated, “It is
meant to inspire

students to try their best
no matter the obstacle
and to always stand up
for what they believe in.
It is an impressive and
important statement that
all middle school
students need to hear!
If you want to see this
marvelous project, it will
be displayed outside the
auditorium for the rest of
the school year. It is
helping kids to be smart
and courageous about
things like peer pressure
and bullying. Remember,
like the Fearless Girl and
now our Fearless
Student...Be strong! Be
brave!

April/May 2017

Clubs Section

Root, Root, Root for the Home Team!
Isaac E. Young is
known for having some
amazing sports teams,
for their top-notch plays,
and their great
seasons. One strong
team is the softball team,
coached by Erica
Weisberg, an Isaac gym
teacher. They
completely dominate the
playing field, and show
off their talents
successfully. Practicing
five times a week,
preparing themselves for
future games; the girls
work extremely hard to
be able to perform their
very best. They deserve
to win, and to be able to
beat all of their foes.
Fortunately, we got a
chance to interview the
coach of this amazing
team. She told us
journalists, “I like that at
any game my players can
contribute in an exciting
way. Each player brings
something to the team
which makes us stronger.
I like having players
willing to play and try
multiple positions to
work towards our team
goals. I like that at every
practice I usually laugh
with the girls or learn
something new about
someone on the team. I
love sharing my love of
the game with the team
and hope they can all
walk away knowing
more than when they
started.” Ms. Weisberg
tries to make the
learning experience as

fun as possible. She has
been coaching softball
for ten years, so of
course, she’s an
experienced coach. Her
players are lucky
because they have a
coach that is so skillful
and knowledgeable on
the sport. We asked her
what her favorite part of
her job was, and she
shared that she enjoys
teaching the
fundamentals of softball
and most importantly
relishes in teaching the
team about the
importance of
communication and
teamwork.
Ms. Weisburg also
shared that softball is a
sport where you have to
rely on your teammates
to support you with your
each and every move. If
you don’t care about
someone who is in an
important situation in a
game, and you decide to
not complete your tasks
as a teammate, the team
just falls apart
completely, and you end
up with an extremely
vulnerable team. Luckily,
Isaac’s softball team
knows that they need
communication to be
able to play their best
and to keep playing in
their very best a-game,
so this is an advantage
that Isaac has against
other teams. Overall, you
can think of their success
like a table that stands
strong; the desk being

the quality of their
performance, and the
legs of the table being
all of these skills that
they’ve learned, and
continue practicing. If
they can balance all of
these constants, they
should be fine when it
comes to actual games
against neighboring
cities such as
Mamaroneck, White
Plains, Ardsley, and
Harrison.
Other than Ms.
Weisberg’s love for
teaching and playing the
sport, she explained that
she feels as if softball
desperately needed a
proper coach to provide
the most for the team,
and so, with a burning
passion and undying love
for the sport, she decided
to become the coach of
the team. After teaching
the sport for such a long
time, Ms. Weisburg has
developed clear
expectations for her
team members. She
expects the players to be,
and to stay committed to
the team, to be on time
for practice, and to most
importantly play the
sport because they enjoy
it, not because they just
want to be part of a team.
She wishes for them to
acquire a vigorous love
for the sport and hopes to
teach them some tricks to
make them stronger.
Finally, she gave us a
little insight into what
really sparked her love
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Root, Root, Root for the Home Team! (Continued)
for sports in
general. Ms. Weisburg
shared humbly, “I grew
up playing sports and
this one time I stopped
and realized the actual
value of playing the
game. It just has a
learning aspect that
really inspired me, and I
wanted to share that
experience with
others.” She grew more

attached to the softball
specifically as she kept
playing, and wanted to
encourage students at
Isaac to find themselves
within the sport.
We continue to thank
Ms. Weisburg for her
charitable decision to
become IEY’s softball
coach. Without her, our
softball team wouldn’t be
nearly as good as it is

now. If you are
interested in softball, be
sure to seek out Ms.
Weisburg in the gym and
try out for her awesome
team!

How to Balance Work and Leisure!
Being a student is
difficult for
everyone. Learning how
to balance work and fun
is part of this
challenge. For students
here at IEY, learning the
perfect balance between
being a hard worker and
having time to yourself is
important. Students
wrote their thoughts
down for us about this
subject, including tips
and tricks to have a
fulfilling middle school
experience, and we’re
here to share these ideas
with you!
Many students would
suggest that balancing
your school work and
time for leisure activities
is one of the most
important aspects to
being a good student. So
many students have
discovered ways to
unlock their full potential
while still enjoying
themselves. Keira

Noriega and Milagros
Oceguera say, “Here’s
one idea! You can go to
the library or go to extra
help to finish your
homework before you go
home.” This idea will
help students stay on
task. Going to the
school’s library or a
teacher’s classroom after
school to complete
homework gives
students a great setting
to get the work done. In
this type of setting,
students are more likely
to focus on the task at
hand, minimize the
chance of getting
distracted and will
efficiently and accurately
finish their homework.
Another group of
students, a trio
consisting of Cassandra
Gonzalez, Keilla S. and
Daniella G., stated one
key to succeeding in
school: “Pay attention in
class, so you understand

the work and the rest of
the time is free time.”
Paying attention to the
teacher and using your
class time constructively
will allow for the best
results. If you make sure
you understand the
material, you will be able
to do homework
accurately and study
thoroughly in a shorter
amount of time. This will
leave time to enjoy
yourself out of school to
do what you enjoy!
A pair of students,
Cristian Hernandez and
Rafael Mendoza
suggested, “You should
try making a to-do list in
your agenda. You can
also set reminders in
your phone. Moreover,
you should create
flashcards for math and
for ELA. Also, study with
some friends.” They feel
the key to accurately
finishing your work is to
stay organized each
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How to Balance of Work and Leisure! (Continued)
day. Creating flashcards
is a great study trick. It
has been proven that
when you write down
information, your brain
is more likely to
remember the it. The duo
also gave tips to have fun
while doing your work,
such as listening to music
on your phone. They
state that when you’re
finished with your work
and obligations, you will
be able to play sports,
talk to your friends, and
have a good time.
Jordan Alfano, a
journalist at Modern
Youngster had another
tip for completing work
and conserving time for
fun. She recommends
trying your best on every
piece of work that you
receive. If you try your
best with your work,
you’ll most likely get

satisfactory results,
which is enjoyable. When
you try your best, you
won’t have to spend as
much time correcting
work, grasping
important concepts that
you skimmed over, and
lots more that can
seriously limit time for
fun. Trying your best and
staying focused will
allow you to understand
the work you have to
do. Once your work is
finished, you’ll be able to
spend the rest of your
free time having fun.
Finding the perfect
balance between work
and fun is the best way to
succeed in school. We
spoke a lot about the
importance of work but
keep in mind that having
fun is part of the middle
school experience! Once
your work is finished, be

sure to spend time with
friends and even time
alone participating in
activities you love. Get
involved in sports, clubs,
or even community
activities. By doing so,
you will keep your stress
level down and enjoy
your time as a young
adult!

Reflect on Yourself!
Look at the image below and first, think about your own responsibilities. Create a list next to the word “work” on the balance
of all the important tasks you need to accomplish this week. Then, think about your life outside of the work you need to
complete. Create a list next to the word “life” on the balance of all the activities you would enjoy participating in this week.
Finally, underneath the scale, write one goal you have for completing your list of work and fun activities!
Important Tasks

Fun Activities

My Goal
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Sharing the Arts...Out Loud!
Arts Out Loud is an
event that comes around
every year, giving some
talented minds in the
New Rochelle District a
chance to show off their
amazing work. These
works include art and
music composition. This
event is a creative and
original way to help kids
get closer to the places in
which they want to go in
life. They get to go public
with their talent and they
get to get known for their
achievements. It’s a
great help to students
who aren’t sure how to
push forward and show
their art to the world. A
huge thank you to Ms.
Santana who helped
coordinate the IEY
students chosen for this
event!
Luckily, we got the
chance to interview a few
students who got to be
part of this spectacular
event. Our first
interview was with Ben
Cowles, a seventh grader
who made a music
composition. He said,
“Honestly, overall Arts
Out Loud was great. We
all had an amazing
experience, and it was
really great to be there. I
felt ecstatic, but even
with this feeling, I felt
sort of nervous at the
same time. It was hard to
really pick out how I felt,

but it was just really
awesome to be chosen
for it.” Ben gave insight
into how he actually was
able to create the
composition using an
iconic app, called Garage
Band. He made this little
medley of these original
songs that stuck together
perfectly. He told our
group about how there
was a whole variety of
things to do at the event,
such as participate in a
raffle that our next
interviewee actually
won. Overall, according
to Ben, this event was a
once in a lifetime
experience, and was a
really fun to be part of.
Another student we
interviewed was Carme
Sanz Munoz, another
seventh grader. She
chose to participate in
the Arts Out Loud event
when her art teacher,
Mrs. Maldonado
submitted her art for the
event. When the event
finally came and she was
partaking in it, she felt a
jumble of emotions. She
was extremely excited to
be part of the event, but
was also feeling
particularly nervous. She
didn’t know whether her
art looked good or bad,
but it was extremely
awesome to be
there. She also won a
raffle, where you looked

for things throughout art
pieces and when you
finished, you put your
name in a jar. The event
coordinators pulled
names to determine 3
winners, with the prize
being a 16 Handles gift
card. Other than the
raffle and a 30 minute
scavenger hunt at the
start of the event,
students took turns
going on stage to share
artwork, music
composition, and even
original poetry.
Arts Out Loud was a
really special event for
those who were either
chosen or decided to
participate as well as for
their families and
friends. Being able to
share your works with
people just like you is
beneficial for
everyone. It was an
abstract, creative way of
letting people get out
there, and to try
something new that they
wouldn’t normally be
able to do. It’s great that
the New Rochelle School
District has something
like this, giving students
opportunities to express
themselves in all
different ways.
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Can you figure out these student-made puzzles?
Good luck!

May Scrambles
Can you unscramble the following words related to
the month of May?
hrceyr slomosb (type of tree) ___________________
oserthm ayd (holiday)

___________________

onicc ed ymao (holiday)

___________________

rmaoilme yad (holiday)

___________________

etsedrss (common emotion)

___________________

raqbbeue (outdoor event)

___________________

Riddle Me This!
Enjoy these riddles made by IEY sixth graders!
*Answers on the Announcement page
Invisible Force
It’s not visible,
Not seen by the human eye
but we feel it in our hearts.
It wakes us up in the morning,
It keeps us going even
When we have a test coming up.
It helps us through our life
Without it you feel empty
What am I?
By: Alexander Ciriaco

The Mysterious Fellow
It follows me everywhere
But disappears around the corner
It follows everyone,
even people sitting in a chair.
He hides where I don’t see him,
But I sometimes get a glance.
Then he leaves at sunset.
And returns in the morning,
He told me that in advance.
By: Josue Cardoso

The Fearless Symbol
She has stars that don’t shine
And I know they won’t be mine.
She’s not as classy
But she sure is sassy.
She wears stripes every day
And at night there she lays.
As the night grows cold,
She is not any less bold.
She waves at you from above.
There she is, spreading all her love.
She showed her pride
The day we survived.
Her birthday is the biggest of them all
Even after we watch the sky fall
She’s always there at our school
She is just like a valuable jewel!
By: Graciela Torres
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Answers to Fun & Games Section:
Word Scrambles (cherry blossom,
Mother’s Day, Cinco de Mayo,
Memorial Day, stressed, barbeque)

What’s New at IEY?
Get Your Summer Reading On!
Don’t miss our Spring Book
Fair. Visit Mrs. Macchia and
her helpers between May 30th
and June 3rd in the IEY library.
The book fair is open to one
and all until 3:00PM each day.
Get some great ideas for
summer reading!

Come One, Come All!
This year’s play presented
by the Drama Club will be
on June 9th at 7:00PM.
Members of the cast will
be performing “Timeless
Tales-Hans Christian Anderson Quartet”. We’re
excited to see what Mrs.
Cassone, Ms. Blancato, and
the members of the drama
club have prepared!

Riddle Me This! (From Left to
Right: hope, shadow, American flag)

Help Save a Life!
Invite adult members of your
family to support the Annual
IEY Blood Drive! Join us in the
gym from 8:00-12:30PM and
consider giving. Donations can
help save the lives of others in
need.

Check us out on the worldwide web!
Just visit our school homepage, isaacyoung.nred.org, and
scroll down to
Modern Youngster School Newspaper.
A very special thanks again to the following 6th grade marking periods 2 & 3 Enrichment students
for their participation in last issue and this issue of “Modern Youngster”! Well done!
Abarca, Denise
Gonzalez, Cassandra
Oceguera, Milagros
Aparicio, Alejandro
Gonzalez, Daisy
Ogbu, Esther
Baker, Sophia
Gramajo, Dorcas
Orozco, Saul
Boateng, Lois
Guillen, Kathleen
Pullay, Nicole
Bollmann, Christian
Hernandez, Cristian
Ramsaroop, Shane
Cave, Benjamin
Jones, Jamell
Reyes, Julian
Chan, Lucas
Katz, Zachary
Richardson, Chandler
Chavez, Edith
Langley, Lindsey
Rosales Perez, Wuilson
Conte, Alexandria
Liku, Elizabeth
Saiwala, Keilla
Cruz, Elizabeth
Lopez, Luis
Sanchez Motolinia, Juan
Demonsthene, Abigail
Lopez, Sergio
Sarlijia, Kristian
Diaz, Nicholas
Margalitadze, Alexander
Shackelford, Dorian
Ebanks, Arianna
McGowan, Matthew
Shefferman, Leah
Flores, Emilia
Mendoza, Nataly
Soria, Jocelyn
Fuentes, Marlene
Mendoza, Rafael
Stancil, Jasmin
Garcia Ramirez, Anny
Mina, Alexander
Thomas, Hunter
Garcia, Alejandra
Morales, Alicea
Uche, Emmanuel
Garcia, Brayam
Mori, Sofia
Valencia, Mariela
Garcia, Daniela
Nery, Christian
Vargas, Alexander
Gonzales, Jasmine
Noriega, Keira
Velona, Emily
Woods, Deandre

