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Our Religion Program from PreK-3 to 8th grade (less UPK) is based on a progressive introduction and study of the history, teaching and foundations of the Catholic Church.  We use the WE BELIEVE series from Sadlier Publications in the above grades and we supplement instruction and preparation for the sacraments of Holy Communion and Confirmation with additional resources.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA):

Our PreK-3 Program utilizes a cross-content, fun and engaging program named the INVESTIGATOR CLUB.  This program is inquiry based around science and the introduction of beginning of print and letter recognition, numbers, colors and shapes in a fun and engaging manner.

Our UPK/Pre K For All Program follows the NYCDOE units of study for UPK based on student choice, personal responsibility, cooperative learning and inquiry and further introduces students to books, reading,  math, science and social studies as age appropriate topics.

K and 1st grade use the SUPER KIDS!  reading program.  This phonics based program introduces students to all aspects of language development appropriate to K and 1st grade to include individual letters (grade K), blends, diagraphs, sight words and progressively more interesting and challenging books as students progress from emergent to successful readers.  Students follow the Super Kids on their various adventures and journeys!  Beginning writing is also taught in grades K and 1.

Grades 2-4 use a fully Common Core aligned reading and writing program entitled Treasurers.  The supplied text in hard cover format provides a variety of fiction, non-fiction and informational texts and passages and poetry to build on reading and writing experiences.   In addition, other resources are provided to build student writing skills in ELA and all subjects.

Grades 5-8 utilize a very engaging and contemporary reading and writing programs.  Grades 7 and 8 have incorporated Teachers College Writing for this year.  Our programs are built on close reading strategies, classroom discussion and guided writing with a strong emphasis on peer editing and student reflection and publishing.

In addition, we have a comprehensive SHARED READING LIST from Grades K-8 that is available on our web site.  Word study (vocabulary) is a vital component in all ELA classes.  We build a progressively more robust and challenging vocabulary via each respective reading program and also a formal program known at THE LATIN AND GREEK ROOTS CHALLENGE.  Further, we use high-interest, contemporary bi-weekly magazines such as Scholastic News and Upfront to enhance student learning and knowledge.

MATH:

PreK-3 and UPK.  Math is incorporated as a component of our PreK-3 and UPK programs of study. 

Grades K to 8   use the Go Math! program.  This is a rigorous program that is well-adapted to use in the classroom via technology applications and use of classroom Smart Boards.

SCIENCE and SOCIAL STUDIES:  All students also receive instruction in science and social studies.  Unlike some schools, we value both science and social studies and realize the importance of these two subjects throughout all grades.  Our approach to science and social studies also utilizes cooperative learning and project based learning (PBL).
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATH (STEM):  We have 2 dedicated STEM labs for hands-on math and science and a STEM Coordinator who works to integrate STEM throughout our curriculum.  All students receive instruction in CODING, hands-on science and in grades 5-8, robotics is part of the STEM curriculum.

SPECIAL SUBJECTS (“SPECIALS”):    All students in grades PreK-3 and K-8 receive weekly instruction in Physical Education (GYM), Spanish, Art, Music and Technology (except technology for the PreK-3 students).  These subjects are taught by faculty members who are specialists in these subjects and only teach the respective subject.

"TEST PREP":  We do provide testing strategies to students in grades 3-8 to prepare each student for required NY State Exams in ELA in Grades 4, 6 and 8.  We do NOT do a lot of test prep; we feel a comprehensive and balanced curriculum is the best method to prepare our students to do their best and be successful.  These testing strategies in ELA and Math take up approximately 10-15% of instructional time.
