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The NYS Office of Bilingual Education and Foreign
Language Studies lists a collection of principles to ensure all
students, including ELLs, attain the highest level of
language proficiency and language success. This document
is entitled “The Blueprint for English Language Learners
(ELLs) success.” The first principle states that all teachers
are teachers of ELLs and need to plan accordingly.
In this month’s newsletter, we present a summary of the
results from the spring 2018 New York State English as a
Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT).

This year, we are welcoming 38 new
ELLs into our building, bringing our
ELL population to a total of 153
students. We are also excited to
collaborate with Ms. Capobianco,
who will be teaching the first grade
ELLs.
Our mission this year is to continue
ELL initiatives that are already in
place and maintain collaboration
between classroom and ENL
teachers so that our ELLs can
achieve their full potential.

Proficiency Levels of English Language Learners

1. Entering

2. Emerging

3.Transitioning

4. Expanding

5.Commanding
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Overview of the NYSESLAT
The NYESLAT is an annual assessment which measures the English language proficiency of all ELLs
below the commanding proficiency level in grades K-12. This test is usually administered in the spring
during April and May. It includes oral response questions, multiple choice, short constructed
responses, and extended constructed responses in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The
speaking portion is administered individually whereas all other sections are given in a group setting.
Students must take all parts of the exam in order to obtain a valid score.

Score Report Breakdown

Chart 1
Chart 1 illustrates student movement across proficiency levels throughout our school. As shown:
Ø 102 students took the spring 2018 NYSESLAT.
Ø 37 students moved up one or more proficiency levels.
Ø 50 students remained at their previous proficiency level.
Ø 15 students moved down by one proficiency level.
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Chart 2
Chart 2 deconstructs student movement across proficiencies by grade level. It demonstrates that:
Ø Kindergartners made significant improvement with 19 of 34 students moving up at least one
proficiency level. However, 11 of 34 students remained at their previous proficiency level, and 4
moved down one level.
Ø While 8 of 34 first graders moved up at least one proficiency level, 17 students remained at their
previous proficiency level, and 9 of them moved down one level.
Ø In second grade, 6 of 14 students moved up at least one proficiency level, 6 of them stayed at
their previous proficiency level, and just 2 moved down one level.
Ø There were no students from third through seventh grade who dropped a proficiency level.
However, most students remained at their previous proficiency level.
A further analysis of the scores shows:
Ø Students from kindergarten through third grade encountered the most difficulty in writing.
Ø Students in fourth through seventh grade struggled in the listening and reading components of
the exam.
Our upcoming newsletters will feature strategies and tools to support students in developing their
English proficiency in all modalities.
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