THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 17, 2017
(M – Memorial, A –Anniversary, L – Living)
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18
6:45 RICHARD W. KITTLE -M
req. by The O’Toole’s
9:00

ROBERTA S. RONAN -M
req. by Martin Ronan Jr.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
6:45 SAVATORE DILATO -M
req. by Miki Itoh
9:00

ANN WASSELL -M
req. by Kathleen Wassell

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 (ADVENT MASS)*
6:30* RICHARD W. KITTLE -M
req. by Isabelle Lombardi
9:00

ELIZABETH GRAHAM -M
req. by Kay & Tom Santoro

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
6:45 TERESA MASTERSON -M
req. by Her Family
9:00

Deceased Members of the Mara Family
req. by Maura Concannon

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22
6:45 ANTONIO MAFFEI -M
req. by The Maffei Family
9:00

PATRICIA D’ANDREA -M
req. by The D’Andrea Family

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
9:00
LOUISE QUINN -M
req. by Ginny Quinn
5:30

ERIC FLOOD -M
req. by Mary Lu Murray

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
7:30
TIMOTHY J. CONNOR -M
req. by The Pace Family
9:00
11:00

4:00

THOMAS SANTORO, SR. -M
req. by Keilan & Steven LaBranche
PETER MARCON
req. by Alice and Patrick Kellachan
CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES:
PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

5:30

MARGARET MAGUIRE
req. by Kay and Tom Santoro

9:30

Carols begin before 10pm Mass

10:00

Deceased Members of the Petrillo and
Bastone Families
req. by Monsignor Thomas Petrillo

Sunday Collection: Tithes & Offerings
Regular Collection

12/10/17

Envelopes & Cash

$ 5,693

WeShare Contributions

$ 5,499

Total Regular Collection:

$11,192

Target to Meet Budget: $12,550

WeShare Enrollment
Attendance
Religious Retirement

Year-to-Date

$158,100
FY: 9/01/17 to 8/30/18

536
889
$ 1,934

With the migration of ParishPay financial data to WeShare
we are asking parishioners to validate their account.
Current account settings and scheduled donations will
continue without validation but please do go online to
validate in order to conform to recommended security best
practices. Validating your account online is a simple process but
you must know specific information about your account. Security
protocols require that each parishioner be validated individually.
Please feel free to call the customer service team for assistance
at WeShare@4lpi.com or call 1(800)950-9952 and select Option
1. or call the Rectory Office at 834-5484.

RECONCILIATION MONDAY
DECEMBER 18TH FROM 5PM TO 8PM
The parish food collection takes place every day of the
week. Donations can be left in the vestibule (lobby) of the church
in the wicker basket. The following is a list of suggested (nonperisable) items for DECEMBER: Canned SOUP, Canned Fruit,
Rice and Dried Beans. (FYI: Cereal is always needed). Thank you
and God Bless.

Prayerful Remembrances
Your prayers are requested for the sick at
home and in the hospitals…
Bernice Spina, Sr. Therese Hannaway,
and for the recently departed; Sylvia Maffucci
…and for all those who have no one to pray for them; for our
service men and women at home and abroad; for the faithful
departed and for the honored dead of the Armed Services.

Please help us to stay informed of the prayerful needs
of our parish. Email sjpchurch@optonline.net or call the parish
office with information (914) 834-5458.
Thank you for your assistance.

A Message from
the Pastor:
Dear SJP FamilyOnce again we are preparing to begin
the holy Season of Advent and we look
forward to the tradition of our "Advent
Rorate Masses". This Mass is a "Votive
Mass" in honor of the Virgin Mary for
the season of Advent and it draws its
name from the Entrance
Antiphon: "Rorate caeli désuper et
nubes pluant justum" ("Drop down
dew, ye heavens, from above, and let
the clouds rain the just one").. It has a
long tradition in the Catholic Church,
especially in Bavaria and other
German-speaking parts of the
world. The Masses had to begin early in
the morning when it was still dark due
to winter-time and were said by
candlelight.
Since we began this tradition at SJP,
it has been a JOY to see the faces of the
many children who are captivated by
the hundreds of glowing candles in our
otherwise dark church. Of course, the
children are anticipating the breakfast
in the auditorium (with chocolate,
raisin and apple breakfast pastries!). As
pastor, I am deeply touched to see such
a broad representation of your SJP
youngsters from our parish school, the
public schools and the FASNY. Kids
really do love this celebration!
The Masses will be on
WEDNESDAYS (not Friday mornings)
at 6:30 am. It is especially delightful to
see some parishioners arriving with
their own lanterns.
Although this tradition is Bavarian in
origin, I think of the words of an old
Celtic advent hymn: “Light the Candle,
Jesus is Coming….Open your Hearts,
Prepare Ye the Way…..The Savior is
Coming in Glory to You….He shall be
Called God Holy One… Will You be
Ready for Him when He Comes"
JOIN US ON DECEMBER 20th!

Save the Date for a Wonderful Musical Event:
NINE LESSONS & CAROLS

Sunday, January 7, 2018 at 6:30pm.
Join the Parish Choir for an hour of Readings (Lessons) and the
beloved Carols from Christmas Season. The choir will sing the
music of Carter, Darke, Dyson, Edwards, Warlock, and Willcocks.
Fellowship will follow in the school auditorium.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Saints John and Paul Parish will start our RCIA process in December.
RCIA is the process in which someone enters the Catholic Church.
The RCIA is a joyful and spiritual process; it is absolutely not demanding
nor is it stressful. You go at your own speed and move on only when you
feel you are ready. The other steps are facilitated by fellow parishioners who
act as catechists (teachers), sponsors at Confirmation, and perhaps
Godparents at Baptism.
The RCIA is open to all:
• Baptized Christians of other traditions or denominations.
• Persons who are not baptized Christians.
Also, Baptized Catholics who want to receive the rest of the Sacraments
of Initiation: Holy Communion and Confirmation as well as the Sacrament
of Matrimony.
Above all, this is a Total Parish process. Everyone is involved either
working on the RCIA team or praying with you and for you at Mass and
finally, celebrating with you when you are brought into full communion
with the Church at the Easter Vigil.
If you know of someone who is interested in inquiring about entering
the Church or has sacramental issues that need to be resolved, please
contact the Religious Education office (834-4597 ext. 1) or send an email
to jshea@sjpparish.org.

For Parents and Students of SJP School and Religious Ed:
Tickets for the 4 pm Christmas Mass will be distributed
in the Rectory Office on Wednesday, December 20th between
8am to 9am and 7pm to 8pm ONLY.

LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN
There will be no “Liturgy of the Word for Children”
at the 9 am Mass on December 24th and 31st.
The Children’s Liturgy will resume on 7 January.
We take this opportunity to thank the dedicated and generous
adults who serve in this very important ministry, week after week.
The parish community is so grateful for your dedication and
kindness.

If you missed last week’s conversation on
A “Thank You to
Dorothy Day; look for more info to come.
Saints John and Paul”
Long-time parishioners, Vern
from Rosalie Hall’s
and Elizabeth Walker, shown here
Mother-Child Program with their daughter, Amanda and
On behalf of Rosalie Hall
Mother-Child Program, we would like
to say thanks for sending Holiday
Cheers to the young mothers and their
babies. The young mothers are so
thankful for the baby gifts, books and
toys. Your donations have enhanced the
lives of our young mothers and their
children. We are appreciative to all
those individuals who have donated
items to enrich the lives of those in
need. Your merciful acts of kindness
will never be forgotten.
Again, we would like to thank you
for your support and commitment to
helping the young mothers at Rosalie
Hall.
Sincerely, Cassandra Garvins,
Group Home Supervisor

Fr. Thomas Petrillo, at the
conclusion of an informative
discussion on the life of Dorothy
Day. Amanda Walker Daloisio is
Associate Editor of the Catholic
Worker Newspaper founded by
Dorothy Day and focused on the
works of mercy. Books about the
life of Dorothy Day were
generously donated by the Walker’s to Saints John and Paul Parish and will
be made available to parishioners who would like to learn more about her.

Another THANK YOU to our PARISHIONERS

Join us this coming Wednesday
morning for a final Sunrise Mass
as we come to the end of the
Advent Season.
If you haven’t experienced this
celebration before- don’t wait until next
year for such a beautiful way to prepare
for Christmas! Hope to see you there on
December 20th at 6:30am.
Light refreshments to follow in auditorium.

