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Philosophy Statement 

 

The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to transcend the limits of time and place and experience historic 

events virtually. By expanding their learning networks through online collaboration with experts and other students from around the world, New Jersey 

social studies students develop an increased depth of understanding of our global society. At the same time, their understanding of the fundamental 

principles and values of American democracy and citizenship provides the conceptual framework that allows them to make informed decisions about 

local, national, and international issues and challenges.  

 

Mission: Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active,  

informed citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age. 

 

Vision:  An education in social studies fosters a population that:  

• Is civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible.  

• Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global communities.  

• Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis.  

• Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding.  

• Recognizes the implications of an interconnected global economy.  

• Appreciates the global dynamics between people, places, and resources.  

• Utilizes emerging technologies to communicate and collaborate on career and personal matters with citizens of other world regions.  

 

Intent and Spirit of the Social Studies Standards 

 

All students receive social studies instruction from Preschool through grade 12. The challenges of the 21st century are complex, have global implications, 

and are connected to people, places, and events of the past. The study of social studies focuses on deep understanding of concepts that enable students 

to think critically and systematically about local, regional, national, and global issues.  

Authentic learning experiences that enable students to apply content knowledge, develop citizenship skills, and collaborate with students from around the 

world prepare New Jersey students for the 21st-century workplace. The natural integration of technology in social studies education allows students to 

overcome geographic borders, apply scientific and mathematical analysis to historical questions and contemporary issues, appreciate cultural diversity, 

and experience events through the examination of primary sources.  
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The New Jersey social studies standards and indicators reflect national and state standards and other documents published by the National Center for 

History Education, National Council for Social Studies, National Council for Geographic Education, Center for Civic Education, National Council on Economic 

Education, Mid-Continent Research on Education and Learning, National Assessment of Educational Progress, and the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.2  

 

Social studies instruction occurs throughout the P-12 spectrum:  

¶ At the Preschool level, students participate in interdisciplinary activities that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and 

respect for diversity.  

¶ In grades K-4, students learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is 

on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how key people and events 

contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables students to realize how the availability of 

resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.  

¶ In grades 5-8, students build upon K-4 foundational content. Through instruction in U.S. History and World History/Global Studies, they begin to 

analyze the implications of government structures and economic policies for individuals, communities, nations, and global relationships. The study 

of migratory patterns and belief systems that in the past led to cooperation and conflict among groups of people enable students to realize the 

significance of cultural transmission in today’s global society. Relevant activities that help students connect content knowledge to current issues 

and that promote service learning empower students to become civic-minded and socially active.  

¶ In grades 9-12, students continue to study U.S. History and World History/Global Studies. They consider historical viewpoints in order to analyze 

the role of the individual in society and the significance of fundamental documents to basic human rights. Socratic discussion groups and debate 

activities enable students to develop sound reasoning and effective communication skills. Opportunities to collaborate with students from around 

the world and experts in the field, and to develop innovative solutions to real world problems on the local, national, and global levels, mirror the 

21st-century workplace and allow students to practice important career skills. By the end of grade 12, students have a heightened understanding 

of the cause-and-effect relationship between past and present events, recognize patterns of interactions, and understand the impact of events in 

an interconnected world.  

Revised Standards 

The 2014 Social Studies Standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and developing meaningful assessments. Minor revisions were made 

to the 2009 Social Studies Standards for one of the following four reasons - to provide clarity, increase accuracy, adjust pedagogical expectations or to 

address grammatical issues. The revisions that were made are intended to clarify the document and do not reflect major changes to the standards. In 

addition, several new skills were added to the Skills Table to reflect the expectations of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language 

Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects. 
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The Role of Essential Questions 

Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of the big ideas that enable 

students to better comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions created for this project, which follow, were used to frame 

content goals and to inform the development of the cumulative progress indicators. 

 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

¶ How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good?  

¶ How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, 

equality, and respect for human dignity?  

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

¶ How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or determine the development of 

cultures, societies, and nations?  

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

¶ How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are the 

possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies?  

¶ How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and economies and 

governments function?  

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

¶ How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do they 

influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues?  

¶ How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging public 

actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?  

Organization of the Standards  

The organization and content of the 2014 social studies standards reflects N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)1.iv., which requires at least 15 credits in social studies, 

including satisfaction of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-1 and 2; five credits in world history; and the integration of civics, economics, geography, and global studies 

content in all courses.  
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¶ Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World applies to grades P-12; at the P and K-4 levels, content is organized by strand only; at the 5-

8 and 9-12 levels, content organized by era and strand. 

¶ Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies applies only to grades 5-12; at both the 5-8 and 9-12 levels, content organized by era and strand. 

¶ Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century applies to grades P-12; at all levels (P, K-4, 5-8, and 9-12) content is organized by strand 

only. 

Standard Grade Level 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World P-4 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century P-4 

 

The organizational scheme of the social studies standards highlights the interrelationship among government/civics, economics, and geography during each time period 

throughout history.  

 

In addition, the integration of social studies content and skills is essential for understanding and for developing habits of mind that are necessary for students to become 

informed citizens and contributing members of society. Thus, four key social studies skills (chronological thinking, spatial thinking, critical thinking, and presentational 

skills) have been identified and elaborated for the three K-12 grade clusters (K-4, 5-8, 9-12). These skills should be systematically integrated into instruction and 

assessed in conjunction with content.  

 

Coding of Indicators 

For standards 6.1, grades P-4, and for standard 6.3, all grades, each indicator code should be interpreted as follows: 

6.1. 4. A. 1 

ą ą ą ą 

standard number grade strand indicator 

 

For standards 6.1 and 6.2, grades 5-12, the inclusion of the era impacts the coding of each indicator as follows: 

6.1. 8. A. 1. a 

ą ą ą ą ą 

standard number grade strand era indicator 
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards (2014) 
“by the end of 4th grade” 

 
Content Area Social Studies  

Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 
communities.  

Strand A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

By the end of 
grade 

Content Statement NJSLS Objectives  

4 Rules and laws are developed to protect 
people’s rights and the security and welfare of 
society.  

6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national 
governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the 
common good.  

The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights 
guarantee certain fundamental rights for 
citizens. 

6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to 
vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation and 
improvement of American democracy.  

 American constitutional government is based on 
principles of limited government, shared 
authority, fairness, and equality. 

6.1.4.A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced 
new laws and policies over time at the local and national levels of United States 
government. 

  There are different branches within the United 
States government, each with its own structure, 
leaders, and processes, and each designed to 
address specific issues and concerns.  

6.1.4.A.4 Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United States 
Constitution defines and checks the power of government. 

6.1.4.A.5 Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national 
government. 

6.1.4.A.6 Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal system of 
government. 

  In a representative democracy, individuals elect 
representatives to act on the behalf of the 
people. 

6.1.4.A.7 Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and 
describe the roles of elected representatives and how they interact with citizens 
at local, state, and national levels. 

6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, 
state, and national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions 
made at each level. 

  The examination of individual experiences, 
historical narratives, and events promotes an 
understanding of individual and community 

6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 
violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

6.1.4.A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights 
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responses to the violation of fundamental rights.  leaders served as catalysts for social change and inspired social activism in 
subsequent generations.  

  The United States democratic system requires 
active participation of its citizens.  

6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the 
country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the 
community, state, national, and global levels.  

6.1.4.A.12 Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level.  

  Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of 
American citizens. 

6.1.4.A.13 
 

Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens. 
 

  The world is comprised of nations that are 
similar to and different from the United States. 

6.1.4.A.14 
 
 

Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own 
governments, languages, customs, and laws. 
 

  In an interconnected world, it important to 
consider different cultural perspectives before 
proposing solutions to local, state, national, and 
global challenges. 

6.1.4.A.15 
 
 
 

Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate 
to find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges. 
 

  In an interconnected world, increased 
collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, 
and nations to solve global problems.  

6.1.4.A.16 
 
 
 

Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global 
organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals and nations in 
need. 
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Content Area Social Studies  

Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 
communities.  

Strand B. Geography, People, and the Environment  

By the end of 
grade 

Content Statement NJSLS Objective 

4 Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be 
used to describe and analyze the spatial patterns 
and organization of people, places, and 
environments on Earth. 

6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps 
and determine how the information may be useful. 

6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial 
relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, 
worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 

6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political 
maps, and globes to measure distances and to determine time zones and 
locations using latitude and longitude. 

  Places are jointly characterized by their physical 
and human properties.  

6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have 
impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey 
and the United States. 

  The physical environment can both 
accommodate and be endangered by human 
activities. 

6.1.4.B.5 
 
 

Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the 
United States. 
 

  Regions form and change as a result of unique 
physical/ecological conditions, economies, and 
cultures.  

6.1.4.B.6 
 
 

Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on 
culture, economics, and physical environment to understand the concept of 
regionalism. 

  Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface 
differ markedly from region to region, place to 
place, and time to time. 

6.1.4.B.7 
 

Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited 
for settlement than others. 

6.1.4.B.8 
 

Compare ways people choose to use and distribute natural resources. 

  Advancements in science and technology can 
have unintended consequences that impact 
individuals and/or societies. 

6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to 
actions taken to address them.  

  Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical 
characteristics, but may also have cultural 
differences. 

6.1.4.B.10 Identify major cities in New Jersey, as well as in the United States, and the world, 
and explain how geographic and demographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, data 
visualizations) can be used to understand cultural differences. 
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Content Area Social Studies  

Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 
communities.  

Strand C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology  

By the end of 
grade 

Content Statement NJSLS Objective 

4 People make decisions based on their needs, 
wants, and the availability of resources. 

6.1.4.C.1 Apply opportunity cost (i.e., choices and tradeoffs) to evaluate individuals’ 
decisions, including ones made in their communities. 

6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice 
influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations. 

  Economics is a driving force for the occurrence 
of various events and phenomena in societies. 

6.1.4.C.3 Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.  

6.1.4.C.4 Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products. 

6.1.4.C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and 
services. 

  Interaction among various institutions in the 
local, national, and global economies influence 
policymaking and societal outcomes.  

6.1.4.C.6 Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and 
governments within the economic system.  

6.1.4.C.7 Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is influenced 
by the global market and government.  

6.1.4.C.8 Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services 
are interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world 
community.  

  Availability of resources affects economic 
outcomes.  

6.1.4.C.9 Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the 
world differently. 

  Understanding of financial instruments and 
outcomes assists citizens in making sound 
decisions about money, savings, spending, and 
investment.  

6.1.4.C.10 Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives. 

6.1.4.C.11 Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial 
decisions within the community.  

  Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access 
to information, and the creation of new 
products and services. 

6.1.4.C.12 Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent 
figures who lived New Jersey.  

6.1.4.C.13 Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society. 

  Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other 
states are related to the availability of resources 
and technology.  

6.1.4.C.14 Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, 
natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force play 
in economic opportunities. 

6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the 
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economies of New Jersey and the United States.  

  Creativity and innovation have led to 
improvements in lifestyle, access to information, 
and the creation of new products. 

6.1.4.C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and 
inventions in many cultures during different historical periods.  

6.1.4.C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural 
society to an industrial society, and then to the information age. 

6.1.4.C.18 Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased 
collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the world. 
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Content Area Social Studies  

Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 
communities.  

Strand D. History, Culture, and Perspectives  

By the end of 
grade 

Content Statement NJSLS Objective 

4 Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United 
States for various reasons and have a major 
impact on the state and the nation. 

6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, 
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.  

6.1.4.D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated 
to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.  

6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s 
growth as a nation, historically and today.  

  Key historical events, documents, and 
individuals led to the development of our 
nation.  

6.1.4.D.4 Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of 
New Jersey.  

6.1.4.D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of 
Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present 
day government and citizenship.  

6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of 
the United States government.  

6.1.4.D.7 Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development of New 
Jersey government.  

6.1.4.D.8 Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.  

6.1.4.D.9 Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and 
individuals.  

  Personal, family, and community history is a 
source of information for individuals about the 
people and places around them.  

6.1.4.D.10 Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape 
culture, is manifested in different regions of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.11 Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain 
the reasons for changes. 

  The study of American folklore and popular 
historical figures enables Americans with diverse 
cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a 
national heritage. 

6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters 
from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the 
American national heritage. 
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  Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and 
commonly held values, ideas, and assumptions 
that are generally accepted by a particular group 
of people. 

6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 
people. 
 
 

  American culture, based on specific traditions 
and values, has been influenced by the 
behaviors of different cultural groups living in 
the United States. 

6.1.4.D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  
 
 
 

  Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a 
changing society. 

6.1.4.D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between 
maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and 
practices.  

  Prejudice and discrimination can be obstacles to 
understanding other cultures.  

6.1.4.D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from 
the past and present.  

  Historical symbols and the ideas and events they 
represent play a role in understanding and 
evaluating our history.  

6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they 
affect the American identity.  

  The cultures with which an individual or group 
identifies change and evolve in response to 
interactions with other groups and/or in 
response to needs or concerns. 

6.1.4.D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than 
one culture. 
 
 

  People view and interpret events differently 
because of the times in which they live, the 
experiences they have had, the perspectives 
held by their cultures, and their individual points 
of view. 

6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with 
different cultural or individual perspectives. 

6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in 
an interconnected world. 
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Pacing Guide – 3rd Trimester 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 3 

  
Module #1: Life in Communities 

 
 

5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total) 

Module #2: Communities Have History 
 

 

 

5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total) 

Module #3: People on the Move 
 

 

 

5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total) 

Module #4: New Ideas Change Communities 
 

 

 

5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total) 

Module #5: Communities at Work 
 

 

 

5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total) 

 
 
 

Grading Expectations per Module 

Classwork V minimum of 5 and maximum of 7 

Homework V minimum of 5 and maximum of 7  

Quizzes V minimum of 2 and maximum of 4 

Tests V 1 per module 
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Content Area: Social Studies Grade Level : Third 
Module #1  “Life in Communities” 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  English Language Arts: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 
21st  Century Standards Career Ready Practices 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

21st  Century Themes: 
• Global Awareness •Civic Literacy 
21st Century Skills: 

¶ Learning and Innovation Skills 
o Creativity and Innovation 

Á Think critically 
Á Work Creatively with Others 

Á Implement Innovations 
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Á Reason Effectively 
Á Use Systems Thinking 
Á Make Judgments and Decisions 
Á Solve Problems 

o Communication and Collaboration 
Á Communicate Clearly 
Á Collaborate with Others 
Á Apply Technology Effectively 

¶ Information, Media and Technology Skills 

o Information Literacy 
Á Access and Evaluate Information 
Á Use and Manage Information 

 
 

o ICT Literacy 

¶ Life and Career Skills 
o Flexibility and Adaptability 

Á Adapt to Change 
Á Be Flexible 

o Initiative and Self-Direction 
Á Manage Goals and Time 
Á Work Independently 
Á Be Self-directed Learners 

o Social and Cross Cultural Skills 
Á Interact with others 
Á Work Effectively in Diverse Teams 

o Productivity and Accountability 
Á Manage Projects 
Á Produce Results 

o Leadership and Responsibility 
Á Guide and Lead Others 
Á Be Responsible to Others 

Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- 
Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/4/
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Module #1  “Life in Communities” 

Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators: 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, 
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental 
rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

¶ 6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how people live and work in different 
regions of New Jersey and the United States. 

¶ 6.1.4.B.5  Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States 
¶ 6.1.4.B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, politics, and physical environment to 

understand the concept of regionalism. 

¶ 6.1.4.B.7  Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited for settlement than others. 

¶ 6.1.4.B.8  Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources. 
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology 

¶ 6.1.4.C.9   Compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across the world differently. 
¶ 6.1.4.C.14 Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or 

the labor force have played in economic opportunities. 
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

¶ 6.1.4.D.1   Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions. 

¶ 6.1.4.D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of 
Rights) to present day government and citizenship. 

¶ 6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity. 
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural 
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 
¶ 6.3.4.A.1  Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this understanding to rules and laws in your school or community. 

Enduring Understanding: 

¶ Geography is the study of Earth’s surface and the bodies of water 
that cover it. 

¶ Geography is important in determining and affecting the lifestyle of 
citizens in their communities. 

¶ A natural resource is something found in nature that people use. 

¶ Communities have different natural resources. 

¶ Medford Lakes is the community where we live. 
¶ Maps and globes provide important information. 

 

Essential Questions: 
 
¶ Where is our community located in the world? 

¶ How does geography affect the way that we live? 

¶ How does the location of a community affect a person’s lifestyle? 

¶ Who are the founding fathers of Medford Lakes? 

¶ What was Medford Lakes originally founded to be? 
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Knowledge and Skills: 

Students will… 

¶ Compare ways in which people in different types of communities meet their needs. 

¶ Describe how the physical features of land affect how and where people live. 

¶ Identify the characteristics of water - oceans, lakes, rivers, and describe the differences between them. 

¶ Describe how people adapt to and modify the physical environment of their communities. 

¶ Identify different types of natural resources 

¶ Explain how people work to protect natural resources. 

¶ Analyze and identify various types of maps. 

¶ Interpret and use directional terms and symbols on a map and a globe. 

¶ Explain the history of the founding of Medford Lakes. 
 

Demonstration of Learning: 

¶ Students will create a map of their town and list directional 
questions for a classmate to answer; the map will include a key. 

Suggested Tasks and Activities: 

¶ Students can locate various local places on a map 

¶ Students can visit the Leon Todd Memorial  

¶ Students can visit various venues that are part of the “Colony 
Club” such as “Demby Annex” 

¶ Students can list ways in which the community they live affects they type 
of lifestyle they have. 
 

Benchmark Assessment: 

Technology Integration: 

¶ www.schooltube.com 

¶ www.slate.com 

¶ www.brainpop.com 

Resources: 
 

   Harcourt Horizons “Our Communities” Textbook (2003) 

http://www.medfordlakescolony.org/ 

http://www.medfordlakes.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.schooltube.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.medfordlakescolony.org/
http://www.medfordlakes.com/
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Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 1 Communities Have Governments>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Recognize that community 
governments make laws to 
keep order and keep 
people safe 
 

¶ Evaluate the necessity and 
function of a system of 
laws to govern the citizens 
of a community 

 

¶ Explain the role citizens 
have in settling 
disagreements 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.A.1 

 
6.1.4.A.2 

 
6.1.4.A.3 

 
6.1.4.A.8 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Ask students to describe 
what they think their 
community would be like 
without a government 

¶ Show a video on Brainpop 
titled “Citizenship” 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
78-81 and orally discuss 
same 

¶ Work in small groups to 
complete Horizons 
workbook page 17 and 
review same 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: What might 
happen if the government 
in your community stopped 
working? 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ conflict 

¶ court 

¶ jury 

¶ public property 

¶ private property 
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Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 2 People Getting Along>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Understand why we have 
laws 
 

¶ Identify laws in the 
community 

 

¶ Suggest responsible 
courses of action in given 
situations, and assess the 
consequences of 
irresponsible behavior 

 
6.1.4.A.1 

 
6.1.4.A.2 

 
6.1.4.A.3 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Main Idea 
(Horizons) TG pg. 26 and 
orally discuss same 

¶ Show a video on Brainpop, 
Jr.  titled “Rights and 
Responsibilities” 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
26-29 and orally discuss 
same 

¶ Work in pairs to complete 
Horizons workbook pg. 5 
and share  

¶ Read aloud “What if 
Everybody Did that?’ by 
Ellen Javernick and discuss 
responsibilities of citizens 
 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Complete a teacher created 
worksheet titled “What if 
Everyone Did That” and 
share with peers for 
evaluation 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ law 

¶ consequence 

¶ government 

¶ mayor 
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¶ judge 

¶ fair 

¶ responsibility 

¶ peace 
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Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 3 Continuity and Change>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Understand the concept of 
community 
 

¶ Recognize that in 
communities everywhere 
some things stay the same 

 

¶ Analyze how changes can 
affect communities 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.B.10 

 
6.1.4.D.11 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Ask students to identify 
recent changes in the 
community as well as things 
that have remained the 
same.  Discuss possible 
reasons for this with 
partners 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Show video on Brainpop, Jr. 
titled “Rural, Suburban, and 
Urban” 

¶ Read Horizons TG/ student 
textbook pages 292-297 
and orally discuss same 

¶ Work in pairs or small 
groups to complete 
Horizons workbook pg. 64 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: Write 1 recent 
change to your community 
and 1 way your community 
has stayed the same 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ decade 

¶ century 

¶ continuity 

¶ ghost town 
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Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 4 People and Their Environments/Natural Resources>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Compare how people in 
different communities 
adapt to or modify the 
physical environment 
 

¶ Understand the ways in 
which the community’s 
geographic location affects 
the way people live 

 

¶ Explain how resources 
such as minerals and fuels 
help people adapt to the 
environment 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.B.4 

 
6.1.4.B.5 

 
6.1.4.B.6 

 
6.1.4.B.7 

 
6.1.4.B.8 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Encourage students to 
share their knowledge of 
natural resources and how 
they are used in everyday 
life 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Show video on natural 
resources and discuss 
same:  
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Qw6uXh9yM54 

¶ Read Horizons TG/student 
textbook pages 160-165 
and orally discuss same 

¶ Work in pairs or with small 
groups to complete 
Horizons workbook pg.36 
and share 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Work in small groups to 
complete a teacher created 
worksheet “Resource Sort” 
for evaluation 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ fuel 

¶ non-renewable resources 

¶ renewable resources 

¶ conserve 
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Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 5 Protecting the Environment>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Describe the processes in 
shaping the land 
 

¶ Compare how people in 
different communities 
adapt to or modify the 
physical environment 

 

¶ Analyze mutual 
dependencies between 
living things and the 
natural environment 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.B.4 

 
6.1.4.B.5 

 
6.1.4.B.6 

 
6.1.4.B.7 

 
6.1.4.B.8 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Review natural resources 
and discuss what happens 
to the environment when 
people conserve, or wisely 
use, natural resources 

 
Activity 

 
15-20 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
188-191 

¶ Watch a video on Brainpop, 
Jr. titled “Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle” 

¶ Reader’s Theater: work in 
small groups to read and 
present “Trash Me Not” 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: What is one 
way the people in your 
community work together 
to improve the 
environment? 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ fuel 

¶ non-renewable resources 

¶ renewable resources 

¶ conserve 
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Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 6 Using Landform Maps>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Understand the physical 
features of a place by 
looking at a landform map 
 

¶ Use a landform map to 
determine physical 
features of the United 
States 

 
 
ü  

 
6.1.4.B.4 

 
6.1.4.B.8 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Discuss with students 
different types of maps and 
their uses 

¶ Show a Brainpop, Jr. video 
titled “Landforms” and 
discuss same 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
152-153 and orally discuss 
same 

¶ Display “Word Play” 
vocabulary cards on the 
board.  Have students 
working in small groups and 
assign them each a word.  
They are to write about, 
draw a picture, and share 
with the class 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Assign Horizons workbook 
page 33 to check for 
understanding of material 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ mountain 

¶ plateau 

¶ landform 
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¶ plain 

¶ island 

 

 
 

Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 7 People Live in Communities>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Recognize that people live 
in communities 
 

¶ Understand that small, 
medium, and large 
communities are where 
people live 

 
 
ü  

 
6.1.4.B.4 

 
6.1.4.D.11 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Orally discuss the 
community of Medford 
Lakes and why people 
choose to live there 

¶ Show 
www.wingsovermedford 
video on Youtube 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
12-15 

¶ Work in small groups to 
complete workbook page 1 
and review same 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: List 3 reasons 
people choose to live in a 
community 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ business 

¶ goods 

¶ museum 

¶ biography 
 

 

http://www.wingsovermedford/
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Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 8 Many People, One Community >  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Compare and contrast 
different cultural groups in 
the community including 
their food, clothing, and 
customs 
 

¶ Understand and explain 
the ways in which people 
of different ethnic groups 
help to make the 
community a better place 

 

¶ Conclude that most 
communities are made up 
of people of different 
ethnicities 

 
 
ü  

 
6.1.4.B.10 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Orally review the words 
custom and culture.  Discuss 
foods that were brought 
from other countries and 
how they came to be eaten 
in the United States 
 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read and discuss the Main 
Idea Lesson 3 Question 
Horizons TG page 22 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
22-25 and orally discuss 
same.  Show video on 
natural resources and 
discuss same 

¶ Work with partners to 
complete Horizons 
workbook pg. 4 and share 

¶ Pose the question and 
engage in discussion: What 
do people in your 
community celebrate? 
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Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: What is 1 
custom that is recognized 
and practiced in your 
family?  Be specific and use 
details to support your 
answer. 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ custom 

¶ culture 

¶ ethnic group 

¶ holiday 

¶ heritage 
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Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 9 What People Add to Places>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Compare how people in 
different communities 
adapt to or modify the 
physical environment 
 

¶ Describe how people have 
interacted with their 
environments by building 
communities at places 
where routes intersect 

 

¶ Explain why places where 
land and water routes 
cross become centers of 
communities 

 
 
ü  

 
6.1.4.B.5 

 
6.1.4.B.6 

 
6.1.4.D.11 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Engage students in a 
conversation about changes 
in Medford Lakes by looking 
at a teacher created 
worksheet with Then and 
Now photographs 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
154-158 and orally discuss 
same 

¶ Students will work in pairs 
or small groups to complete 
Horizons workbook page 34 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: What are 2 
human features in Medford 
Lakes? 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ human feature 

¶ crossroads 

¶ route 
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¶ mineral 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module #1 “Life in Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 10 Life in Communities Extension Project>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Review what they have 
learned about life in 
communities 
 

¶ Brainstorm reasons why 
people want to visit 
and/or live in the 
community of Medford 
Lakes 

 

¶ SWBAT create vacation 
brochures for Medford 
Lakes to share with peers 

 
 
ü  

 
6.1.4.B.4 

 
6.1.4.D.11 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Engage students in a 
conversation about the 
uniqueness of Medford 
Lakes.  Children will write 
one positive thing about 
Medford Lakes on a 
whiteboard or post-it and 
share same with peers. 
 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Display a travel brochure 
for students to use a model 
when creating their own 
brochures 

¶ Have students work with 
partners or small groups to 
discuss reasons people may 
want to come to Medford 
Lakes 

¶ Assist students when 
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needed 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Presentation: Students will 
present their brochures to 
the class.  A teacher created 
rubric will be used to 
evaluate/assess same 

Key Vocabulary:  All key vocabulary from previous lessons 
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Content Area: Social Studies Grade Level : Third 
Module #2  “Communities Have History” 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  English Language Arts: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

21st  Century Themes: 
• Global Awareness •Civic Literacy 
21st Century Skills: 

¶ Learning and Innovation Skills 
o Creativity and Innovation 

Á Think critically 
Á Work Creatively with Others 
Á Implement Innovations 

o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Á Reason Effectively 
Á Use Systems Thinking 
Á Make Judgments and Decisions 
Á Solve Problems 

o Communication and Collaboration 
Á Communicate Clearly 
Á Collaborate with Others 
Á Apply Technology Effectively 

¶ Information, Media and Technology Skills 

o Information Literacy 
Á Access and Evaluate Information 
Á Use and Manage Information 

 
 

o ICT Literacy 

¶ Life and Career Skills 
o Flexibility and Adaptability 

Á Adapt to Change 
Á Be Flexible 

o Initiative and Self-Direction 
Á Manage Goals and Time 
Á Work Independently 
Á Be Self-directed Learners 

o Social and Cross Cultural Skills 
Á Interact with others 
Á Work Effectively in Diverse Teams 

o Productivity and Accountability 
Á Manage Projects 
Á Produce Results 

o Leadership and Responsibility 
Á Guide and Lead Others 
Á Be Responsible to Others 

Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- 
Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/4/
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Module #2  “Communities Have History” 

Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators: 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, 
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental 
rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

 6.1.4.A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global 

challenges. 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

 6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine when the information may be useful 
 6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, 

worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 
 6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how people live and work in different 

regions of New Jersey and the United States. 

 6.1.4.B.7 Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited for settlement than others. 
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

 6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey. 

 6.1.4.D.10  Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, is manifested in different regions of New Jersey. 

 6.1.4.D.13  Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people 
 6.1.4.D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new 

beliefs and practices. 

 6.1.4.D.17  Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity. 
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural 
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

¶ 6.3.4.A.1  Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this understanding to rules and laws in your school or community. 
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 
¶ 6.3.4.D.1  Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions. 

Enduring Understanding: 
¶ Indigenous societies in the Western Hemisphere migrated 

and changed in response to the physical environment and 
due to their interactions with Europeans. 

¶ Culture is the way of life of a group of people. 

¶ Many colonists became sick and spent their time looking for 
riches and refused to do the work needed to survive. 

Essential Questions: 
¶ How did the geography of various areas affect the cultures of Native American 

groups? 

¶ What is culture? 

¶ Why did the colonists have a hard time in Jamestown? 

¶ How were the colonists able to survive? 
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¶ Working together as a community, sharing responsibilities 
and supplies such as food, and getting help from the 
Powhatan. 

 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Students will… 
¶ Describe how people in different communities adapt and modify the physical environment. 

¶ Describe how past events have changed Native American communities over time. 

¶ Explain the cultural heritage of Native American storytelling. 

¶ Describe how the formation of colonies changed people’s lives long ago 

¶ Identify Native American and English leaders who shaped the community of Jamestown 

¶ Analyze and identify various types of maps. 

¶ Interpret and use directional terms and symbols on a map and a globe. 
 

Demonstration of Learning: 

¶ Students will write journal entries as if they were migrating 
from England to America. Details will include what traveling 
may have been like and what life was like once they settled 
in a location. Students should also write about the location 
they chose and how it shaped their lives. 

Suggested Tasks and Activities: 

¶ Discuss the different types of shelter and food sources (farming and hunting) due 
to adapting to physical environment 

¶ Identify Native American Storytelling as a way of orally passing culture and 
traditions to new generations (read Native American Legends online) 

¶ Read about motives of Spanish, French and English settlers 

¶ Discuss Spanish, French and English settlements 

¶ Explore Jamestown VA through interactive site: 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone 

¶ Watch videos on John Smith, Pocahontas, and Chief Powhatan 

¶ Discuss second English settlement at Plymouth and its effect on the Wampanoag 
(tie into Thanksgiving) 
 

Benchmark Assessment: 

Technology Integration: 
¶ BrainPop.com 

¶ National Geographic.com 

Resources: 
 

Harcourt Horizons “Our Communities” Textbook (2003) 
 

 
 

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone
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Module #2 “Communities Have History” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 1 America’s Earliest Communities>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Describe the lives of early 
hunters and gatherers 
 

¶ Understand the 
importance of growing 
crops to early farmers 
such as the Pueblos 

 

¶ Explain the similarities and 
differences between early 
settlements 

 
 
ü  

 
6.1.4.D.2 

 
6.1.4.D3 

 
6.1.4.D.10 

 
6.1.4.D.12 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Discuss what students know 
about the first people to 
live in North America.  How 
did they find food?  What 
types of shelter did they 
use?  What problems did 
they face? 

¶ Show a Brainpop, Jr. video 
titled “Pueblo” and discuss 
same 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
326-331 

¶ Work in small groups to 
complete Horizons 
workbook page 72 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: Use the word 
“nomad” in a sentence to 
describe the way of life of 
the buffalo hunters 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ nomad 
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Module #2 “Communities Have History” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 2 >  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Understand the culture of 
the Lenni Lenape Native 
Americans and how they 
settled in what is now 
New Jersey 
 

¶ Recognize how the Lenape 
utilized the environment 
while maintaining it 

 

¶ Appreciate the historical 
significance of the Lenape 
social and political 
framework in how we 
build today’s communities 

 
 
ü  

 
6.1.4.D.1 

 
6.1.4.D.10 

 
6.1.4.D.12 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Review what students know 
about the first group of 
people living in New Jersey 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Show a powerpoint 
slideshow on the Lenni 
Lenape and watch a video 
on teachertube 
https://wwwteachertube.c
om/video/lenape-indian-
life-115623 

¶ Play a “Bowl Game” found 
at www.lenapelifeways.org 

 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: List 3 things 
you learned today about 
the Lenni Lenape and their 
significance to how we 
build today’s communities 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ Medicine bag 

¶ nomad 

 

 
 
 
 

https://wwwteachertube.com/video/lenape-indian-life-115623
https://wwwteachertube.com/video/lenape-indian-life-115623
https://wwwteachertube.com/video/lenape-indian-life-115623
http://www.lenapelifeways.org/
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Module #2 “Communities Have History” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 3  Tracing a Community’s History – Jamestown>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Describe the settlement of 
Jamestown and the 
Virginia colony, with 
emphasis on economic 
and other reasons that 
brought settlers to Virginia 
 

¶ Understand relationships 
and conflicts between 
early settlers and Native 
Americans 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.D.2 

 
6.1.4.D.3 

 
6.1.4.D.4 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Read aloud the Main Idea 
(Horizons TG page 306) and 
invite students to share 
what they know about early 
settlements 

¶ Explore Jamestown VA 
through interactive site: 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic
.com/2007/05/jamestown/jam
estown-standalone 

 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
306-311 

¶ Show video on Teachertube 
titled “Jamestown 
Settlement” and orally 
discuss same 

¶ Students will work in pairs 
or small groups to complete 
Horizons workbook pg. 67 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: What caused 
the failure of the first 
settlement and how did 
knowing this help future 
settlements? 

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone
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Key Vocabulary: 

¶ colony 

¶ settler 

¶ factory 

 

 
 
 

Module #2 “Communities Have History” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 4 Exploring Your Community’s Past>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Describe the ways in 
which people can find out 
about the history of their 
community 
 

¶ Explain how the present is 
connected to the past, 
identifying both 
similarities and differences 
between the two 

 

¶ Analyze items placed 
inside time capsules and 
explore the significance of 
same when the time 
capsule is opened at a 
later date 

 
 
ü  

 
6.1.4.D.11 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Assess prior knowledge by 
discussing what students 
may have learned from 
older relatives and friends 
about their community. 
Where can you go to learn 
about the community? 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
300-305 and discuss same 

¶ Watch “10 Coolest Time 
Capsules Ever” on Youtube 
(7 mins 40 sec) 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Create a class time capsule 
using a shoebox.  Have each 
student write/draw about 
an object or event that 
occurred in school this year.  
The time capsule will be 
opened and help next 
year’s students better 
understand what things are 
like in third grade 
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Key Vocabulary: 

¶ oral history 

¶ historical society 

¶ artifact 

 

 
 

Module #2 “Communities Have History” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 5 Christopher Columbus>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Describe how individuals 
such as Columbus 
contributed to the 
expansion of existing 
communities and to the 
creation of new ones 

 

¶ Explain that explorers 
from different parts of the 
world began to claim land 
in the Americas 

 

¶ Identify the location of the 
13 original American 
colonies 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.D.4 

 
6.1.4.D.5 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Orally discuss what 
students know about the 
first Europeans to explore 
and settle in North America 

¶ Show a Brainpop  video 
titled “Christopher 
Columbus” and discuss 
same 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
332-335 

¶ Complete teacher created 
worksheet in small groups 
and discuss same 

¶ Watch a Brainpop, Jr video 
titled “Thirteen Colonies” 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: In your own 
words, explain how 
Christopher Columbus 
contributed to the creation 
of new communities 
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Key Vocabulary: 

¶ explorer 

¶ claim 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Module #2 “Communities Have History” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 6 A New Nation>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Understand the historical 
significance of major 
events, people, and their 
contributions as it relates 
to specific events 

 

¶ Identify the roles of the 
Declaration of 
Independence and the 
Constitution in 
establishing the new 
country 

 

¶ Discuss how the United 
States became a nation after 

 
6.1.4.D.4 

 
6.1.4.D.5 

 
6.1.4.D.6 

 
6.1.4.D.8 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Discuss ways that people 
disagree.  Ask students to 
share what they think 
countries might disagree 
about and ways they settle 
disagreements 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
338-343 and orally discuss 
same 

¶ Work in pairs or small 
groups to complete 
Horizons workbook page 75  

¶ Watch a Brainpop, Jr video 
titled “Declaration of 
Independence” and discuss 
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the colonists defeated the 
English in the Revolutionary 
War 

 
ü  

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Complete a teacher created 
worksheet entitled “Our 
Founding Fathers, Hard at 
Work” 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ colonist 

¶ revolution 

¶ independence 

 

 
 
 

Module #2 “Communities Have History” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 7 Building the Nation’s Capital>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Describe the civic 
leadership qualities and 
historical contributions of 
George Washington 

 

¶ Explain the significance of 
George Washington and 
how the Revolutionary 
War contributed to the 
creation of the United 
States 

 

¶ Explain that today 
Washington, D.C. has a 
large population and is a 

 
6.1.4.D.4 

 
6.1.4.D.5 

 
6.1.4.D.6 

 
6.1.4.D.8 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Assess prior knowledge 
about George Washington 
and our nation’s capital.  
See if students can locate 
the capital city on a map 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Show a video on Brainpop 
video titled “George 
Washington” 

¶ Read aloud the Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
344-349 and orally discuss 
same 

¶ Work in pairs or small 
groups to complete 
Horizons workbook pg. 76 
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symbol of our nation’s 
history 
 

 
 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: Write a short 
paragraph (3-5 sentences) 
describing some of the 
leadership qualities and 
historical contributions of 
George Washington 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ District of Columbia 

 

 
 
 
 

Module #2 “Communities Have History” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 8 Map Scales>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Identify the importance 
and many uses of maps 

 

¶ Recognize and understand 
different symbols and 
features found on maps as 
well as their uses 

 

¶ Create their own maps of 
Medford Lakes, NJ 
 

 
 

 
6.1.4.B.1 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Pose the question: Why are 
maps important?  Discuss 
the different kinds of maps 
people use and why. 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Watch a video on Brainpop 
titled Map Skills and orally 
discuss same with an 
emphasis on map scales 

¶ Complete teacher created 
activity/project “Parts of a 
Map Booklet” 
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ü  

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Construct a map of 
Medford Lakes, NJ from 
your house to Neeta 
Elementary School.  Be sure 
to include a map scale, 
compass rose, map 
key/legend, and at least to 
physical features.  Color the 
map and be sure to work 
neatly.  The map will be 
scored according to a 
teacher created Rubric. 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ map scale 

¶ compass rose 

¶ map key/legend 

¶ distance 

¶ physical feature 
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Content Area: Social Studies Grade Level : Third 
Module #3  “People on the Move” 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  English Language Arts: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

21st  Century Themes: 
• Global Awareness •Civic Literacy 
21st Century Skills: 

¶ Learning and Innovation Skills 
o Creativity and Innovation 

Á Think critically 
Á Work Creatively with Others 
Á Implement Innovations 

o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Á Reason Effectively 
Á Use Systems Thinking 
Á Make Judgments and Decisions 
Á Solve Problems 

o Communication and Collaboration 
Á Communicate Clearly 
Á Collaborate with Others 
Á Apply Technology Effectively 

¶ Information, Media and Technology Skills 

o Information Literacy 
Á Access and Evaluate Information 
Á Use and Manage Information 

 
 

o ICT Literacy 

¶ Life and Career Skills 
o Flexibility and Adaptability 

Á Adapt to Change 
Á Be Flexible 

o Initiative and Self-Direction 
Á Manage Goals and Time 
Á Work Independently 
Á Be Self-directed Learners 

o Social and Cross Cultural Skills 
Á Interact with others 
Á Work Effectively in Diverse Teams 

o Productivity and Accountability 
Á Manage Projects 
Á Produce Results 

o Leadership and Responsibility 
Á Guide and Lead Others 
Á Be Responsible to Others 

Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- 
Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/4/
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Module #3  “People on the Move” 

Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators: 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and 
the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

 6.1.4.A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social change and inspired social activism in 
subsequent generations 

 6.1.4.A.13   Describe the process by which immigrants become United States Citizens 

 6.1.4.A.14  Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own governments, languages, customs, and laws. 
 6.1.4.A.15  Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges. 

C. Economics, Innovation and Technology 
 6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and the United States. 

 6.1.4.C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the information age. 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 
 6.1.4.D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered. 

¶ 6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on Americaôs growth as a nation, historically and today 

 6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the 
American national heritage. 

 6.1.4.D.14  Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 
 6.1.4.D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and 

practices. 

 6.1.4.D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the past and present . 
 6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity. 

¶ 6.1.4.D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture. 

 6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or individual perspectives. 

 6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world. 

Enduring Understanding: 

¶ Past and present interactions of people, cultures, beliefs, and ideas 
have shaped the American heritage. 

¶ Pioneers and immigrants may have wanted a better life with more 
opportunities. 

¶ The study of American folklore and historical figures allows Americans 
with diverse culture backgrounds to feel connected to a national 
heritage. 

¶ African Americans were now free to live and work were they wanted. 

Essential Questions: 

¶ How have the variety of cultures, beliefs, and ideas held by immigrants to the United 
States impact the development of local, national, and global communities. 

¶ How can studying different cultures help us to understand actions and decisions 
made throughout the world? 

¶ What effect did the events of the Civil War have on enslaved African Americans? 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Students will… 

¶ Explain why people moved west to build new communities in the 1880’s 
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¶ Describe how Daniel Boone, Lewis and Clark, and Sacagawea contributed to the expansion of the communities in our country. 

¶ Identify reasons why immigrants move to new communities, including the need for security and material well- being. 

¶ Describe how immigrants helped change communities over time. 

¶ Describe how the events of the Civil War changed communities. 

¶ Identify reasons African Americans moved to new communities in the North. 

¶ Identify historical holidays, events and individuals that are celebrated in communities. 

¶ Recognizing that people have different perspectives based on their beliefs, values, traditions, cultures, and experiences. 

¶ Understand and identify the need for fairness and taking appropriate action against unfairness. 

Demonstration of Learning: 

¶ Plot the travels of Lewis and Clark on a map 

¶ Write a journal entry as a pioneer child on the journey 
westward 

Suggested Tasks and Activities: 
¶ Westward expansion video on BrainPop 

¶ E-Read aloud of Daniel Boone on raz-kids.com 

¶ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnT0k9wdDZo video on Sacagawea and 
Lewis and Clark 

¶ Discuss Thomas Jefferson’s vision of connecting the United States from 
Ocean to Ocean (Louisiana Purchase) 

¶ Simulation of immigrants moving westward including motivation, 
transportation used, and hardships experienced 

¶ Identify life improvements immigrants brought westward (improved tools, 
farming strategies, culture) 

¶ Read A Picture Book of Harriet Tubman by David Adler to introduce the 
Underground Railroad 

¶ Discuss map of United States and how it was divided during Civil War Time 
 

Benchmark Assessment: 

Technology Integration: 

¶ BrainPop.com 

¶ https://www.raz- 
kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/241/from/quizroom 

¶ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnT0k9wdDZo 
¶ Scholastic News 

Resources 
 

Harcourt Horizons “Our Communities” Textbook (2003) 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnT0k9wdDZo
https://www.raz-kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/241/from/quizroom
https://www.raz-kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/241/from/quizroom
https://www.raz-kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/241/from/quizroom
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnT0k9wdDZo
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Module #3 “People on the Move” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 1 The Nation Grows>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Explain that as expansion 
took place, more and 
more people moved to the 
western part of the United 
States 

 

¶ Recognize the 
contributions of Lewis and 
Clark to the nation’s 
expansion 

 

¶ Understand that today we 
are a nation of 50 states 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.D.1 

 
6.1.4.D.3 

 
6.1.4.D.4 

 
6.1.4.D.11 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Invite the students to 
discuss ways they have 
changed and stayed the 
same over the years.  
Expand the discussion to 
ways our nation has 
changed over time. 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Watch a short video on 
Brainpop titled “Westward 
Expansion” 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
350-355 and orally discuss 
same 

¶ Work in small groups to 
complete a teacher created 
worksheet on expansion 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: How was the 
Lewis and Clark expedition 
significant to our present 
day nation? 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ expansion 

¶ landmark 

¶ amendment 
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Module #3 “People on the Move 
Core Lesson <Lesson 2 Lewis and Clark Expanding the Nation>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Describe how individuals 
such as Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark have 
contributed to the 
expansion or creation of 
communities 

 

¶ Recognize the historical 
and geographical 
significance of the Corps of 
Discovery Expedition 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.D.1 

 
6.1.4.D.3 

 
6.1.4.D.4 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Ask students to review 
what they know about the 
explorers Lewis and Clark 

¶ Watch a short video on 
Sacagawea and Lewis and Clark 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=PnT0k9wdDZo and discuss 
same 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
284-289 

¶ Distribute Lewis and Clark 
Readers Theater packets 
and assign students to small 
groups to review and 
practice same 

¶ Have students present their 
plays to the class 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Students will independently 
complete a teacher created 
Lewis and Clark worksheet 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ expansion 

¶ landmark 

¶ amendment 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnT0k9wdDZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnT0k9wdDZo
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Module #3 “People on the Move 
Core Lesson <Lesson 3 Immigration to the United States>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Identify countries where 
family members may have 
lived in the past, and 
consider ways they 
reached the United States 

 

¶ Understand the role of 
migration and immigration 
of people in the 
development of our 
communities and nation 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.A.13 

 
6.1.4.D.1 

 
6.1.4.D.2 

 
6.1.4.D.3 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Play a short intro of Neil 
Diamond’s “Coming to 
America” on Youtube and 
engage students in a 
conversation about 
immigration 

¶ Show a video on Brainpop, 
Jr. titled “Ellis Island” 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
242-247 

¶ Log onto the Scholastic 
News website and find the 
issue from January 2017 on 
Ellis Island 

¶ Have students work with 
partners to create timelines 
to help them better 
understand immigration to 
the United States 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity: What are 3 
reasons people wanted to 
come live in the United 
States 
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Key Vocabulary: 

¶ immigrant 

¶ opportunity 

¶ tradition 

 
 

Module #3 “People on the Move 
Core Lesson <Lesson 4  The Potato Famine>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Analyze the contributions 
of various groups to our 
community, state, and 
nation 

 

¶ Identify and interpret the 
multiple causes and 
effects of historical events 

 

¶ Examine the causes and 
effects of the movement 
of people from Ireland to 
the United States 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.A.13 

 
6.1.4.D.1 

 
6.1.4.D.3 

 
6.1.4.D.4 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Encourage students to 
share what they know 
about famines 

¶ Open a discussion about St. 
Patrick’s Day and the 
significance of same 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Watch a short video on 
Brainpop titled “St. Patrick’s 
Day” 

¶ Teacher will distribute a 
teacher created worksheet 
for children to make 
predictions before reading 
Horizons TG/student 
textbook pages 248-250 

¶ Students will work in small 
groups to complete a 
teacher created 
Cause/Effect chart 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Independently complete 
Horizons workbook page 55 
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Key Vocabulary: 

¶ famine 

 

 
 

Module #3 “People on the Move 
Core Lesson <Lesson 5 City of Many Cultures>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Learn to recognize and 
value similarities and 
differences in cultures 

 

¶ Describe some traditions 
in the community 

 

¶ Explain how diversity in 
the heritage, culture, 
ideas, and opinions of 
others is important to 
America’s growth as a 
nation 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.A.15 

 
6.1.4.D.2 

 
6.1.4.D.3 

 
6.1.4.D.10 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Have students share 
thoughts on 
immigrating/moving to a 
new country.  Who would 
they want to be with?  How 
would they feel?  Have 
them turn and talk with 
partners 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
252-257 and orally discuss 

¶ Work in small groups to 
complete Venn Diagrams 
comparing and contrasting 
immigrant populations of 
Los Angeles and Chicago 

 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Independently complete 
Horizons workbook page 57 
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Key Vocabulary: 

¶ language 

¶ manufacture 
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Content Area: Social Studies Grade Level : Third 
Module #4 “New Ideas Change Communities” 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  English Language Arts: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 
Career Ready Practices 
CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CPR4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CPR6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

21st  Century Themes: 
• Global Awareness •Civic Literacy 
21st Century Skills: 

¶ Learning and Innovation Skills 

o Creativity and Innovation 
Á Think critically 
Á Work Creatively with Others 
Á Implement Innovations 

o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Á Reason Effectively 
Á Use Systems Thinking 
Á Make Judgments and Decisions 
Á Solve Problems 

o Communication and Collaboration 
Á Communicate Clearly 
Á Collaborate with Others 
Á Apply Technology Effectively 

¶ Information, Media and Technology Skills 
o Information Literacy 

Á Access and Evaluate Information 
Á Use and Manage Information 

 
 

o ICT Literacy 

¶ Life and Career Skills 
o Flexibility and Adaptability 

Á Adapt to Change 
Á Be Flexible 

o Initiative and Self-Direction 
Á Manage Goals and Time 
Á Work Independently 
Á Be Self-directed Learners 

o Social and Cross Cultural Skills 
Á Interact with others 
Á Work Effectively in Diverse Teams 

o Productivity and Accountability 
Á Manage Projects 
Á Produce Results 

o Leadership and Responsibility 
Á Guide and Lead Others 
Á Be Responsible to Others 

Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- 
Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/4/
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Module #4 “New Ideas Change Communities” 

Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators: 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of 
people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

¶ 6.1.4.A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and 
global challenges. 

¶ 6.1.4.A.16 Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals 
and nations in need. 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

¶ 6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine when the information may be useful 

¶ 6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other 
areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 

¶ 6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions taken to address them. 
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology 
¶ 6.1.4.C.12  Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent figures who lived New Jersey 

¶ 6.1.4.C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during different historical periods. 

¶ 6.1.4.C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the 
information age. 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

¶ 6.1.4.D.13  Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people 
¶ 6.1.4.D.17  Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity. 

¶ 6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or individual perspectives. 

¶ 6.1.4.D.20  Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world. 
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural 
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology 

¶ 6.3.4.C.1 Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting children. 
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 
¶ 6.3.4.D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions. 

Enduring Understanding: 

¶ The safety device for the elevator, the light bulb, and the 
process of making steel. 

¶ Their findings helped saved lives and created a better 
quality of life for people over the world. 

Essential Questions: 

¶ What inventions led to the skyscraper? 

¶ Why are the findings of Louis Pasteur, Charles Drew, and Jonas Salk important to 
people around the world? 

¶ How did Alexander Graham Bell change communities? 
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¶ His invention of the telephone changed the way people 
communicated over short and long distances. His work 
with the deaf community improved people’s lives by 
providing schools that offered help for people who could 
not hear. 
 

 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Students will… 

¶ Explain how the Great Chicago Fire changed a community. 

¶ Identify inventors and analyze how their technologies affected communities. 

¶ Discuss how Alexander Graham Bell invented new technologies that affected communities around the world. 

¶ Identify how individual decisions can bring about community changes. 

¶ Identify and summarize how scientists have created new technologies to help improve the health and safety of communities. 
¶ Identify scientists and inventors who have created or invented new technologies. 

¶ Analyze information by comparing and contrasting. 
 

Demonstration of Learning: 

¶ Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting the 
contributions of famous inventors (Salk, Drew, Pasteur vs. 
Bell) 

¶ Cross-curricular STEM activity. Students make their own 
invention. How would their invention change their 
community or the world? 

Suggested Tasks and Activities: 

¶ View http://www.schooltube.com/video/c7e5b29bcdea49398218/ to start 
discussion on Great Chicago Fire and fire prevention 

¶ Begin a T-Chart of famous inventors and contributions 

¶ Brainpop.com for pasteurization video (Louis Pasteur) 
¶ Connect Charles Drew, Louis Pasteur, and Jonas Salk as pioneers of disease 

prevention 

¶ Discuss how Alexander Graham Bell and his inventions helped improve 
communities, hear his voice at 
http://www.slate.com/blogs/trending/2013/04/25/alexander_graham_bell_voice 
_recording_of_telephone_inventor_converted_from.html 
 

Technology Integration: 

¶ www.schooltube.com 

¶ www.slate.com 
¶ www.brainpop.com 

Resources: 
 
Harcourt Horizons “Our Communities” Textbook (2003) 
 

 
 
 

http://www.schooltube.com/video/c7e5b29bcdea49398218/
http://www.slate.com/blogs/trending/2013/04/25/alexander_graham_bell_voice_recording_of_telephone_inventor_converted_from.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/trending/2013/04/25/alexander_graham_bell_voice_recording_of_telephone_inventor_converted_from.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/trending/2013/04/25/alexander_graham_bell_voice_recording_of_telephone_inventor_converted_from.html
http://www.schooltube.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
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Module #4 “New Ideas Change Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 1 Making Communities Safer>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Explain the interaction 
between rights and 
responsibilities 

 

¶ Identify and explain the 
importance of facts of civic 
responsibility, including 
obeying laws and voting 

 

¶ Understand the 
significance of minority 
rights 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.A.2 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Encourage students to 
engage in a discussion 
about citizens and their 
rights and responsibilities 

¶ Review the Declaration of 
Independence 

¶ Show a video on Brainpop 
titled “Bill of Rights” 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
110-113 and discuss 

¶ Students can work in small 
groups to complete 
Horizons workbook page 26 
and review same 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity:  Why is it 
important for citizens to 
understand their rights and 
responsibilities 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ Bill of Rights 

¶ majority rule 

¶ minority rights 
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Module #4 “New Ideas Change Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 2  Time Lines>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Describe how individuals 
have changed 
communities over time 

 

¶ Demonstrate 
understanding of how 
people and places change 

 

¶ Interpret and create time 
lines 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.D.11 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Engage in a conversation 
about changes in 
communities.  What is one 
way to organize 
information in order to 
make it easier to see these 
changes? 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
48-55 and discuss 

¶ Students can work in small 
groups to complete 
Horizons workbook page 13 
and review same 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Students will cut out and 
paste inventions on a time 
line in sequential order 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ pioneer 

¶ ancestor 

¶ founder 

¶ settlement 

¶ history 
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Module #4 “New Ideas Change Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 3 Findings That Created a Better Quality of Life>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Identify the achievements 
of Alexander Graham Bell 
and Louis Pasteur and the 
positive impact that their 
inventions made upon 
societies all around the 
world 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.16 

 
6.1.4.C.18 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Encourage students to 
engage in a discussion 
about ways communities 
change 

¶ What might be some 
unseen changes? 

¶ Show a video on Brainpop 
titled “Pasteurization” 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read “Time for Kids: 
Alexander Graham Bell” 
and discuss same 

¶ Students will complete a 
teacher created worksheet 
“Who, Where, When, 
What?” 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity:  How did 
Pasteur’s work change 
people’s lives within 
communities? 

¶ How did Alexander Graham 
Bell’s invention change 
people’s lives within 
communities? 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ pasteurization 

¶ invention 
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Module #4 “New Ideas Change Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 4 Inventions Lead to New Products>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Identify Louis Daguerre, 
Cyrus McCormick, 
Granville T. Woods, Jeanie 
Low, and Hans 
Christianson Lee as 
inventors who have 
created or improved new 
technology 

 

¶ Recognize the importance 
of inventors to 
communities around the 
world, both past and 
present 

 
 

 
 

 
6.1.4.C.16 

 
6.1.4.C.17 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Ask students to think about 
an invention, such as 
television, electricity, 
telephones, computers, and 
I-Pads.  Describe what life 
would be like without them 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
386-393 and discuss same 

¶ Students can work in small 
groups to complete a 
teacher created 
Inventor/Invention Web 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity:  Choose one 
of the inventions you read 
about in this lesson. Tell 
how it changed the way 
people lived. 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ pasteurization 
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Module #4 “New Ideas Change Communities” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 5 Invention Projects (5 days)>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Work with partners or in 
small groups to create and 
develop inventions as well 
as advertisements for 
same 

 

¶ Present their inventions to 
the class 

 
 

 
 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.16 

 
6.1.4.C.17 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Review what children have 
learned about inventors, 
inventions, and 
advertisements 

¶ Watch a short video on kid 
inventors found at 
https://youtube.be/949Rs0
bfdE 

 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Students will work with 
partners or in small groups 
to invent a product that 
would make their lives 
easier or more comfortable 

¶ Students will draw their 
invention, label the parts, 
create an advertisement, 
and present final product to 
the class 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Presentations – a teacher 
created Rubric will be used 
to assess and evaluate the 
final product 

Key Vocabulary:  All key vocabulary from previous lessons 
   

 

https://youtube.be/949Rs0bfdE
https://youtube.be/949Rs0bfdE
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Content Area: Social Studies Grade Level : Third 

Module #5  “Communities at Work” 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  English Language Arts: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 
Career Ready Practices 
CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CPR4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 
CPR6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 

D. Planning, Saving, and Investing 
9.1.4.D.1 Determine various ways to save. 
9.1.4.D.2 Explain what it means to invest. 
E. Becoming a Critical Consumer 
9.1.4.E.1 Determine factors that influence consumer decisions 
9.1.4.E.2 Apply comparison shopping skills to purchasing decisions 

21st  Century Themes: • Global Awareness •Civic Literacy 
21st Century Skills: 

¶ Learning and Innovation Skills 
o Creativity and Innovation 

Á Think critically 
Á Work Creatively with Others 
Á Implement Innovations 

o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Á Reason Effectively 
Á Use Systems Thinking 

Á Make Judgments and Decisions 
Á Solve Problems 

o Communication and Collaboration 
Á Communicate Clearly 
Á Collaborate with Others 
Á Apply Technology Effectively 

¶ Information, Media and Technology Skills 

o Information Literacy 
Á Access and Evaluate Information 

Á Use and Manage Information 
o ICT Literacy 

¶ Life and Career Skills 
o Flexibility and Adaptability 

Á Adapt to Change 
Á Be Flexible 

o Initiative and Self-Direction 
Á Manage Goals and Time 
Á Work Independently 
Á Be Self-directed Learners 

o Social and Cross Cultural Skills 
Á Interact with others 
Á Work Effectively in Diverse Teams 

o Productivity and Accountability 
Á Manage Projects 
Á Produce Results 

o Leadership and Responsibility 
Á Guide and Lead Others 
Á Be Responsible to Others 

Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- 
Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/4/
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Module #5  “Communities at Work” 

Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators: 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, 
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology 

¶ 6.1.4.C.1   Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their communities 

 6.1.4.C.2  Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations. 

 6.1.4.C.3   Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers. 
 6.1.4.C.4   Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products. 
 6.1.4.C.5   Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services 
 6.1.4.C.6  Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and governments within the economic system. 
 6.1.4.C.8 Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are interrelated and are affected by the global market and events 

in the world community. 

¶ 6.1.4.C.10 Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives. 
 6.1.4.C.11 Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial decisions within the community. 
 6.1.4.C.13 Determine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society. 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 
 6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity. 

Enduring Understanding: 

¶ Consumers differentiate between wants and needs and then 
compare prices, features, and quality. 

¶ An economy is all the ways in which people use resources, earn 
money, and sell things. 

¶ Goods are tangible things that people make or grow to be 
bought or sold. A service is work someone does for other 
people. 
 

Essential Questions: 

¶ How do consumers make good decisions? 

¶ What is an economy? 
¶ What are goods and services? 

Knowledge and Skills: 

Students will… 

¶ Understand how a simple business operates in the U.S. free enterprise system. 

¶ Identify goods and services. 

¶ Explain the importance of businesses to communities. 

¶ Identify ways of earning, spending, and saving money. 
¶ Analyze a simple budget that allocates money for spending and saving. 
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¶ Understand how supply and demand and scarcity affect the price of goods and services. 

¶ Make and interpret a flow chart. 

¶ Understand how a manufacturing business works. 

¶ Identify historical holidays, events and individuals that are celebrated in communities. 

¶ Understand and identify the need for fairness and taking appropriate action against unfairness. 

¶  

Demonstration of Learning: 

¶ Create a T-Chart highlighting differences between producers 
and consumer 

¶ Create and maintain personal budget throughout class 
store/prize box experience 

Suggested Tasks and Activities: 

¶ Read Alex and the Amazing Lemonade Stand to introduce U.S. free enterprise 
system 

¶ Goods and services, and supply and demand worksheets on 
www.superteacherworksheets.com 

¶ Use math manipulatives and class store/ prize box to demonstrate earning, 
spending and saving 

¶ Create budget for class store/prize box 

¶ Highlight supply and demand based on goods available in class store/prize box 

¶ Make flow chart using graphic organizer and data from school store/prize box 

¶ Discuss manufacturing businesses  
 

Benchmark Assessment: 

Technology Integration: 

¶ Brainpop.com 

¶ www.superteacherworksheets.com 

Resources: 
 

Harcourt Horizons “Our Communities” Textbook (2003) 
“Alex and the Amazing Lemonade Stand” Read Aloud on Youtube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpYRcjZeVK0  

 

 
 

http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpYRcjZeVK0%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpYRcjZeVK0%20
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Module #5 “Communities at Work” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 1 People Work at Many Jobs>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Understand that all people 
have the same basic 
human needs, no matter 
where they live 

 

¶ Discuss ways community 
members depend on each 
other to meet basic needs 

 

¶ Describe how people work 
together to provide goods 
and services for a 
community 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.2 

 
6.1.4.C.2 

 
6.1.4.C.8 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Main Idea 
(Horizons TG page 16) and 
have students share jobs 
they are familiar with.  
Discuss how the jobs help 
meet people’s needs. 

 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Watch a video on Brainpop, 
Jr. titled “Goods and 
Services” 

¶ Students can work in small 
groups to complete 
Horizons workbook page 2 
and review same 

¶ Assign jobs to children and 
have them act it out 
(charades) to see if 
classmates can guess the 
job and whether the person 
makes a good or provides a 
service 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
 

5-10  minutes 

¶ Using whiteboards, teacher 
calls out a job and the 
children identify it as either 
making a good or providing 
a service (good or service) 
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Key Vocabulary: 

¶ natural resources 

¶ needs 

¶ depend 

¶ service 
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Module #5 “Communities at Work” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 2 Henry Ford Makes a Product>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Identify a historic figure, 
such as Henry Ford, whose 
creativity and innovation 
have led to improvements 
in lifestyle and the 
creation of new products 

 

¶ Understand productive 
resources and how they 
have been used to make 
products in the past and in 
the present 

 

¶ Use the assembly line to 
explain division of labor 

 

 
6.1.4.C.16 

 
6.1.4.C.17 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Begin by asking students 
how they thing a car is 
made?  What are resources 
and products? 

 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
378-383 and orally discuss 
same 

¶ Students will then work 
together in small groups or 
“assembly lines” to produce 
cars – teacher 
worksheet/activity  

¶ Students will complete 
Horizons workbook page 82 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
   5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity:  Why would 
an assembly line be an 
advantage to a producer? 

Key Vocabulary: 

¶ assembly line 

¶ industry 

¶ capital 
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¶ human resource 

¶ raw material 

¶ capital resource 
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Module #5 “Communities at Work” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 3 How a Business Works>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Identify ordinary people in 
the community who have 
started a new business 

 

¶ Explore the concept of 
economic specialization 

 

¶ Understand how the cost 
of production and selling 
price affect profit 

 

¶ Describe how competition 
for products increases 
with advertising 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.1 

 
6.1.4.C.2 

 
6.1.4.C.4 

 
6.1.4.C.5 

 
6.1.4.C.6 

 
6.1.4.C.8 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Invite students to share 
their thoughts on how a 
business operates 

¶ Review Henry Ford’s 
contributions to the 
automobile industry 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
394-399 and discuss how a 
business works 

¶ Work in small groups to 
compare a very large 
business such as Ford 
Motor Company with a 
small business like Barrio’s 
Bicycle Shop using a Venn 
Diagram 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity:  How does a 
business make a profit? 
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Module #5 “Communities at Work” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 4 How People in the Community Earn and Use Money>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Recognize that people in 
the community can be 
both consumers and 
producers 

 

¶ Identify ways people earn 
money 

 

¶ Describe reasons people 
spend money 

 

¶ Understand that people 
save money 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.8 

 
6.1.4.C.6 

 
6.1.4.C.10 

 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Begin a discussion about 
money by asking students 
how adults make money 

¶ Show a video on Brainpop 
titled “Money” 

 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
418-421 and discuss same 

¶ Work in small groups to 
complete Horizons 
workbook page 92 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity:  Think about 
the workers and jobs in 
your community.  List 2 
ways these workers are 
producers.  List 2 ways they 
are consumers 

 Th  Key Vocabulary: 

¶ income 

¶ savings 
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Module #5 “Communities at Work” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 5 Making and Selling Products>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Identify a historic figure, 
such as Henry Ford, whose 
creativity and innovation 
led to improvements in 
lifestyle 

 
 

 
 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.8 

 
6.1.4.C.16 

 
6.1.4.C.17 

 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Begin by asking students 
what they know about 
Economics 

¶ Create a T-chart labeled 
Producers/Consumers to 
add to throughout the 
Module 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
372-375 and discuss same 

¶ Show a Youtube video 
about Henry Ford 
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3ZaLbTM6EHg  

¶ Children will discuss the 
importance of the assembly 
line as well as the Model T 
and how they changed the 
way people lived 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Exit Ticket or Notebook 
Opportunity:  Write 2 things 
you learned about Henry 
Ford and his contribution(s) 
to Economics and society as 
we know it today 

 Th  Key Vocabulary: 

¶ income 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZaLbTM6EHg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZaLbTM6EHg
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¶ savings 
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Module #5 “Communities at Work” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 6 Read a Flow Chart>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Learn to read a flow chart 
 

¶ Use a flow chart to better 
understand how the 
economy of our country 
works 

 

¶ Create a flow chart to 
explain how something 
works 

 
 

 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.5 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Assess prior knowledge 
about flow charts.  Point 
out that sometimes a flow 
chart is by itself, and 
sometimes it goes along 
with a written explanation 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
422-423 and discuss same 

¶ Work in small groups to 
complete Horizons 
workbook page 93 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Teacher will distribute 
blank flow charts and have 
children write the steps 
involved to purchase 
something from the “School 
Store”.  Children will then 
share same with classmates 

 Th  Key Vocabulary:   

¶ flow chart 
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Module #5 “Communities at Work” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 7 Saving Money>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Identify the reasons 
people save money 

 

¶ Explain the function of a 
bank and identify local 
banks in the community 

 
 

 
 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.6 

 
6.1.4.C.10 

 
 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Engage students in a 
conversation about 
personal experiences with 
saving money and local 
banks in the community 

¶ Show a video on Brainpop, 
Jr. titled “Saving and 
Spending” 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Read aloud Horizons 
TG/student textbook pages 
424-427 and discuss same 

¶ Display a blank check on 
the Activboard and model 
for students how to fill out 
same 

¶ Distribute blank checks and 
instruct students to write 
them out to their partners 
and exchange for practice 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Independently complete 
Horizons workbook page 94 

 Th  Key Vocabulary: 

¶ deposit 

¶ interest 

¶ investment 
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Module #5 “Communities at Work” 
Core Lesson <Lesson 8 Create Your Own Business (5 days)>  

Objectives NJSLS Segment Time Instructional Resources/Materials 

SWBAT: 

¶ Explore the concept of 
economic specialization 

 

¶ Work with partners to 
think through costs, set-
up, advertising, and 
banking aspects of running 
a cupcake business 

 
 

 
 
 

 
ü  

 
6.1.4.C.5 

 
6.1.4.C.8 

 
6.1.4.C.10 

 

 
Introduction/ 

Anticipatory Set 

 
 

5-10 minutes 

¶ Read “Alex and the 
Amazing Lemonade 
Stand” at 
https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ZpYRcjZ
eVK0  

¶ Invite children to think of 
places they like to eat.  Why 
do they like that particular 
place and what are their 
thoughts as to what it took 
to make the business what 
it is today? 

 
Activity 

 
20-30 minutes 

¶ Using the teacher created 
handouts, children will 
begin building their own 
cupcake businesses “Create 
Your Own Cupcake 
Business” 

 
Evaluate/Assess 

 
  5-10 minutes 

¶ Children will present their 
store designs, business 
cards, logs, and expense 
plans to their peers.  A 
teacher created Rubric will 
be used for assessment 

 Th  Key Vocabulary: 

¶ rent 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpYRcjZeVK0%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpYRcjZeVK0%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpYRcjZeVK0%20
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¶ lease 

¶ logo/branding 

 


