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Philosophy Statement
The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to transcend the limits of time and place and experience historic events
virtually. By expanding their learning networks through online collaboration with experts and other students from around the world, New Jersey social studies
students develop an increased depth of understanding of our global society. At the same time, their understanding of the fundamental principles and values of
American democracy and citizenship provides the conceptual framework that allows them to make informed decisions about local, national, and international issues
and challenges.
Mission: Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active,
informed citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age.
Vision: An education in social studies fosters a population that:
• Is civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible.
• Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global communities.
• Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis.
• Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding.
• Recognizes the implications of an interconnected global economy.
• Appreciates the global dynamics between people, places, and resources.
• Utilizes emerging technologies to communicate and collaborate on career and personal matters with citizens of other world regions.
Intent and Spirit of the Social Studies Standards
All students receive social studies instruction from Preschool through grade 12. The challenges of the 21st century are complex, have global implications, and are
connected to people, places, and events of the past. The study of social studies focuses on deep understanding of concepts that enable students to think critically and
systematically about local, regional, national, and global issues.
Authentic learning experiences that enable students to apply content knowledge, develop citizenship skills, and collaborate with students from around the world
prepare New Jersey students for the 21st-century workplace. The natural integration of technology in social studies education allows students to overcome
geographic borders, apply scientific and mathematical analysis to historical questions and contemporary issues, appreciate cultural diversity, and experience events
through the examination of primary sources.
The New Jersey social studies standards and indicators reflect national and state standards and other documents published by the National Center for History
Education, National Council for Social Studies, National Council for Geographic Education, Center for Civic Education, National Council on Economic Education, MidContinent Research on Education and Learning, National Assessment of Educational Progress, and the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.2
Social studies instruction occurs throughout the P-12 spectrum:
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At the Preschool level, students participate in interdisciplinary activities that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for
diversity.
In grades K-4, students learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is on
developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how key people and events contributed to the
development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing
environment, and innovation impact everyday life.
In grades 5-8, students build upon K-4 foundational content. Through instruction in U.S. History and World History/Global Studies, they begin to analyze the
implications of government structures and economic policies for individuals, communities, nations, and global relationships. The study of migratory patterns
and belief systems that in the past led to cooperation and conflict among groups of people enable students to realize the significance of cultural transmission
in today’s global society. Relevant activities that help students connect content knowledge to current issues and that promote service learning empower
students to become civic-minded and socially active.
In grades 9-12, students continue to study U.S. History and World History/Global Studies. They consider historical viewpoints in order to analyze the role of
the individual in society and the significance of fundamental documents to basic human rights. Socratic discussion groups and debate activities enable
students to develop sound reasoning and effective communication skills. Opportunities to collaborate with students from around the world and experts in the
field, and to develop innovative solutions to real world problems on the local, national, and global levels, mirror the 21st-century workplace and allow
students to practice important career skills. By the end of grade 12, students have a heightened understanding of the cause-and-effect relationship between
past and present events, recognize patterns of interactions, and understand the impact of events in an interconnected world.

Revised Standards
The 2014 Social Studies Standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and developing meaningful assessments. Minor revisions were made to the 2009
Social Studies Standards for one of the following four reasons - to provide clarity, increase accuracy, adjust pedagogical expectations or to address grammatical issues.
The revisions that were made are intended to clarify the document and do not reflect major changes to the standards. In addition, several new skills were added to
the Skills Table to reflect the expectations of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and
Technical Subjects.
The Role of Essential Questions
Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of the big ideas that enable students to better
comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions created for this project, which follow, were used to frame content goals and to inform the
development of the cumulative progress indicators.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
 How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good?


How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, equality, and
respect for human dignity?
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B. Geography, People, and the Environment
 How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or determine the development of cultures,
societies, and nations?
C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology
 How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are the possible
consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies?


How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and economies and governments
function?

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
 How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do they influence our
beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues?


How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging public actions and
decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?

Organization of the Standards
The organization and content of the 2014 social studies standards reflects N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)1.iv., which requires at least 15 credits in social studies, including
satisfaction of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-1 and 2; five credits in world history; and the integration of civics, economics, geography, and global studies content in all courses.
 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World applies to grades P-12; at the P and K-4 levels, content is organized by strand only; at the 5-8 and 9-12
levels, content organized by era and strand.


Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies applies only to grades 5-12; at both the 5-8 and 9-12 levels, content organized by era and strand.



Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century applies to grades P-12; at all levels (P, K-4, 5-8, and 9-12) content is organized by strand only.
Standard

Grade Level

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World

P-4

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century

P-4

The organizational scheme of the social studies standards highlights the interrelationship among government/civics, economics, and geography during each time
period throughout history.
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In addition, the integration of social studies content and skills is essential for understanding and for developing habits of mind that are necessary for students to
become informed citizens and contributing members of society. Thus, four key social studies skills (chronological thinking, spatial thinking, critical thinking, and
presentational skills) have been identified and elaborated for the three K-12 grade clusters (K-4, 5-8, 9-12). These skills should be systematically integrated into
instruction and assessed in conjunction with content.
Coding of Indicators
For standards 6.1, grades P-4, and for standard 6.3, all grades, each indicator code should be interpreted as follows:
6.1.
4.
A.
1




standard number grade
strand
indicator
For standards 6.1 and 6.2, grades 5-12, the inclusion of the era impacts the coding of each indicator as follows:
6.1.
8.
A.
1.
a





standard number grade strand era indicator
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards (2014)
“by the end of 4th grade”
Content Area
Standard

Social Studies
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights

Strand
By the end of
Content Statement
grade
4
Rules and laws are developed to protect
people’s rights and the security and welfare of
society.
The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights
guarantee certain fundamental rights for
citizens.

American constitutional government is based
on principles of limited government, shared
authority, fairness, and equality.
There are different branches within the United
States government, each with its own structure,
leaders, and processes, and each designed to
address specific issues and concerns.

NJSLS

Objectives

6.1.4.A.1

Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national
governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote
the common good.
Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution
and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to
vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation and
improvement of American democracy.
Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced
new laws and policies over time at the local and national levels of United States
government.
Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United
States Constitution defines and checks the power of government.
Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national
government.
Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal system
of government.
Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and
describe the roles of elected representatives and how they interact with citizens
at local, state, and national levels.
Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county,
state, and national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy
decisions made at each level.
Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to
violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).
Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights

6.1.4.A.2

6.1.4.A.3

6.1.4.A.4
6.1.4.A.5
6.1.4.A.6

In a representative democracy, individuals elect
representatives to act on the behalf of the
people.

6.1.4.A.7

6.1.4.A.8

The examination of individual experiences,
historical narratives, and events promotes an
understanding of individual and community

6.1.4.A.9
6.1.4.A.10

9

responses to the violation of fundamental
rights.
The United States democratic system requires
active participation of its citizens.

Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of
American citizens.
The world is comprised of nations that are
similar to and different from the United States.
In an interconnected world, it important to
consider different cultural perspectives before
proposing solutions to local, state, national, and
global challenges.
In an interconnected world, increased
collaboration is needed by individuals, groups,
and nations to solve global problems.

Content Area
Standard

6.1.4.A.11

6.1.4.A.12
6.1.4.A.13

leaders served as catalysts for social change and inspired social activism in
subsequent generations.
Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of
the country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the
community, state, national, and global levels.
Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level.
Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.

6.1.4.A.14

Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own
governments, languages, customs, and laws.

6.1.4.A.15

Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures
collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges.

6.1.4.A.16

Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global
organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals and nations in
need.

Social Studies
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
B. Geography, People, and the Environment

Strand
By the end of
Content Statement
grade
4
Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be
used to describe and analyze the spatial
patterns and organization of people, places, and
environments on Earth.

NJSLS
6.1.4.B.1
6.1.4.B.2

6.1.4.B.3

Objective
Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps
and determine how the information may be useful.
Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial
relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas,
worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic
interdependence.
Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political
maps, and globes to measure distances and to determine time zones and
locations using latitude and longitude.
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Content Area
Standard

Places are jointly characterized by their physical
and human properties.

6.1.4.B.4

The physical environment can both
accommodate and be endangered by human
activities.
Regions form and change as a result of unique
physical/ecological conditions, economies, and
cultures.
Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface
differ markedly from region to region, place to
place, and time to time.

6.1.4.B.5

Advancements in science and technology can
have unintended consequences that impact
individuals and/or societies.
Urban areas, worldwide, share common
physical characteristics, but may also have
cultural differences.

6.1.4.B.9

Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to
actions taken to address them.

6.1.4.B.10

Identify major cities in New Jersey, as well as in the United States, and the world,
and explain how geographic and demographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, data
visualizations) can be used to understand cultural differences.

6.1.4.B.6

6.1.4.B.7
6.1.4.B.8

Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have
impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey
and the United States.
Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the
United States.
Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on
culture, economics, and physical environment to understand the concept of
regionalism.
Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited
for settlement than others.
Compare ways people choose to use and distribute natural resources.

Social Studies
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology

Strand
By the end of
Content Statement
grade
4
People make decisions based on their needs,
wants, and the availability of resources.

NJSLS
6.1.4.C.1
6.1.4.C.2

Economics is a driving force for the occurrence
of various events and phenomena in societies.

6.1.4.C.3
6.1.4.C.4
6.1.4.C.5

Objective
Apply opportunity cost (i.e., choices and tradeoffs) to evaluate individuals’
decisions, including ones made in their communities.
Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice
influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.
Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.
Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.
Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and
services.
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Interaction among various institutions in the
local, national, and global economies influence
policymaking and societal outcomes.

6.1.4.C.6
6.1.4.C.7
6.1.4.C.8

Availability of resources affects economic
outcomes.
Understanding of financial instruments and
outcomes assists citizens in making sound
decisions about money, savings, spending, and
investment.
Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access
to information, and the creation of new
products and services.
Economic opportunities in New Jersey and
other states are related to the availability of
resources and technology.

6.1.4.C.9
6.1.4.C.10
6.1.4.C.11

6.1.4.C.12
6.1.4.C.13
6.1.4.C.14

6.1.4.C.15
Creativity and innovation have led to
improvements in lifestyle, access to
information, and the creation of new products.

6.1.4.C.16
6.1.4.C.17
6.1.4.C.18

Content Area

Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and
governments within the economic system.
Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is influenced
by the global market and government.
Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services
are interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world
community.
Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the
world differently.
Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives.
Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial
decisions within the community.
Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent
figures who lived New Jersey.
Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.
Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography,
natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force
play in economic opportunities.
Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the
economies of New Jersey and the United States.
Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and
inventions in many cultures during different historical periods.
Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an
agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the information age.
Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased
collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the
world.

Social Studies
12

Standard

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives

Strand
By the end of
Content Statement
grade
4
Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United
States for various reasons and have a major
impact on the state and the nation.

NJSLS

Objective

6.1.4.D.1

Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations,
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated
to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.
Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s
growth as a nation, historically and today.
Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of
New Jersey.
Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of
Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present
day government and citizenship.
Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development
of the United States government.
Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development of New
Jersey government.
Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.
Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and
individuals.
Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni
Lenape culture, is manifested in different regions of New Jersey.
Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain
the reasons for changes.
Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters
from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the
American national heritage.

6.1.4.D.2
6.1.4.D.3

Key historical events, documents, and
individuals led to the development of our
nation.

6.1.4.D.4
6.1.4.D.5

6.1.4.D.6

6.1.4.D.7
6.1.4.D.8
6.1.4.D.9
Personal, family, and community history is a
source of information for individuals about the
people and places around them.

6.1.4.D.10

The study of American folklore and popular
historical figures enables Americans with
diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected
to a national heritage.

6.1.4.D.12

Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and
commonly held values, ideas, and assumptions

6.1.4.D.13

6.1.4.D.11

Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of
people.
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that are generally accepted by a particular
group of people.
American culture, based on specific traditions
and values, has been influenced by the
behaviors of different cultural groups living in
the United States.
Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a
changing society.
Prejudice and discrimination can be obstacles to
understanding other cultures.
Historical symbols and the ideas and events
they represent play a role in understanding and
evaluating our history.
The cultures with which an individual or group
identifies change and evolve in response to
interactions with other groups and/or in
response to needs or concerns.
People view and interpret events differently
because of the times in which they live, the
experiences they have had, the perspectives
held by their cultures, and their individual
points of view.

6.1.4.D.14

Trace how the American identity evolved over time.

6.1.4.D.15

Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between
maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and
practices.
Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples
from the past and present.
Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they
affect the American identity.

6.1.4.D.16
6.1.4.D.17

6.1.4.D.18

Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than
one culture.

6.1.4.D.19

Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people
with different cultural or individual perspectives.
Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in
an interconnected world.

6.1.4.D.20

14

Pacing Guide
Content Area: Social Studies
Grade Level: 2

Unit 1: Communities and Citizenship
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Unit 2: Our Government
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Unit 3: All About Earth - Geography
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Unit 4: Our Past (History)
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Unit 5: All About Work (Economics)
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Classwork
Homework
Quizzes
Tests

Grading Expectations per Unit
 minimum of 2 and maximum of 5
 minimum of 3 and maximum of 5
 minimum of 2 and maximum of 4
 1 per unit
15

Content Area: Social Studies
Grade Level : Second
Unit #1 “Communities and Citizenship”
Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts
or information in a text efficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.C Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen
understanding of a topic or issue.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness •Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Manage Goals and Time

Reason Effectively

Work Independently

Use Systems Thinking

Be Self-directed Learners

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others
o Communication and Collaboration

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results

Information, Media and Technology Skills
o Leadership and Responsibility
o Information Literacy

Guide and Lead Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Be Responsible to Others

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student
Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #1 “Communities and Citizenship”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental
rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
 6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and
promote the common good.



6.1.4.A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global
challenges.
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology
 6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
 6.1.4.D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the past and present.
 6.1.4.D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
Enduring Understanding:




We have rules so that we can get along at home, at school, and with
friends.
A community is a place where people live, work, and play together.
Communities differ by physical and human characteristics.

Essential Questions:
• What should we think about when making a rule?
• What is a community?
• How are communities different?

Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…












Learn that people live in communities.
Recognize that community members work together for the common good.
Practice following the steps used to solve a problem.
Recognize the characteristics of cities, suburbs, and rural areas.
Identify the significance of community landmarks.
Use literature to increase knowledge about how a city or urban area, small town, or village, and rural area are different.
Identify changes in communication and transportation.
Explore ways that these changes have affected people’s lives.
Explain the qualities of good citizenship.
Explain the way rules and laws help communities.
Explain characteristics of good citizenship.
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 Recognize ways to show good citizenship.
 Recognize ways that ordinary people can demonstrate good citizenship.
 Learn how to read and use calendars.
 Identify how present day Woodland Park compares to the Woodland Park (West Paterson) of the past.
 Recognize the significance of a legend about local and cultural heritage.

Demonstration of Learning:
Suggested Tasks and Activities:


Make a poster of the class or school rules. Be sure to include the
three Bs (Be safe, Be responsible, and Be respectful).

Benchmark Assessment:
Horizon’s Unit 1 Test

Technology Integration:





BrainPOP Jr.
Scholastics News Videos
www.wpnj.us
www.mrnussbaum.com











Identify main community members or helpers.
Take a look at what a city, suburban, and rural community looks like.
Label and use a compass rose.
“My Place in the World” Kids community project flip book.
Create a diorama comparing rural, suburban, or urban communities.
Label and identify important landmarks in our community.
Rules are Important - activity highlighting being safe, responsible, and
respectful.
Fill in a calendar template.
Rules and Laws Activities.

Resources:
 Various Non-fiction and informational texts related to topic; (Me on the
Map by Joan Sweeney)
 Various fictional texts
 Scholastic News
 Scholastic Brain Bank
 Horizons “About My Community”
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Core Lesson “Communities and Citizenship”: Living in a Community
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.A.1
 Define community; explain the need
for rules; recognize the responsibilities
of citizens to the community

Instructional Resources/Materials
Complete a true/false activity. Have
students save answers to compare to
assessment.
Horizons Vol. 1 pg. 6A

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 6-9

10-12 minutes

Complete worksheet “Acts of a Good
Citizen”. Reanswer questions from
true/false.
Horizons Vol.1 pg.6A; Horizons Activity
Book pg. 1

Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary:
community, citizen, rule, fair, responsibility
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Core Lesson “Community and Citizenship”: From City to Country
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.A.1
Identify roles that people can play in
their community on city, state, and
country level.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Use a map to identify cities, states, and
country.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes


Review various jobs and engage in a
class discussion on different jobs can
benefit cities, states, and country.
Draw a picture of a job that affects the
city, state, or country.

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:
city, state, country
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Core Lesson “Communities and Citizenship”: Changing Communities
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time


SWBAT:
6.1.4.D.11
Identify ways people and places
change.

Instructional Resources/Materials

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes



Activity

12-15 minutes



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes



Display a picture of yourself or a
famous person when they were
young and compare to how
you/they look now.
Horizons Vol. 1 pg. 26A

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 26-29
Complete worksheet
“Neighborhood Changes”.
Horizons Activity Book pg. 8

Key Vocabulary:
change
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Core Lesson “Communities and Citizenship”: Getting Along
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.A.1
 Recognize laws in the community and
the consequences of breaking them.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Students will draw a picture of them
following a classroom rule.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 46-49
Students will partner talk about the
picture they drew and then share
how the rule helps the classroom
community get along.

Key Vocabulary:
problem, solution
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Core Lesson “Communities and Citizenship”: A Story about a Community
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.4.3.A.2
Identify ways to be a part of the
community.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Discuss students favorite places in their
community.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Read “City Green” by Dyane DiSalvoRyan.

10-12 minutes

Break students into groups and have
then discuss ways they could
improve their town.



Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary:
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Content Area: Social Studies
Grade Level : Second
Unit #2 “Our Government”
Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts
or information in a text efficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.C Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen
understanding of a topic or issue.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness •Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Manage Goals and Time

Reason Effectively

Work Independently

Use Systems Thinking

Be Self-directed Learners

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others
o Communication and Collaboration

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results

Information, Media and Technology Skills
o Leadership and Responsibility
o Information Literacy

Guide and Lead Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Be Responsible to Others

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student
Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #2 “Our Government”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
 6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and
promote the common good .
 6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of
religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American democracy.
 6.1.4.A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at the local and national levels of United States
government.
 6.1.4.A.4 Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United States Constitution defines and limits the power of
government.6.1.4.A.6
 6.1.4.A.6 Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal system of government.
 6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and national levels, the services provided, and
the impact of policy decisions made at each level.
B. Geography, People, and the Environment
6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine when the information may be useful.
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology
6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4.C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the information
age.
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
 6.3.4.A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the issue.
Enduring Understanding:
Essential Questions:



People can make a difference in a community if they follow the
steps of community government.
Our right as citizens are written in our constitution.




How can people make a difference in a town?
What rights do we have as Americans?
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Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…
 Compare the roles of public officials, including mayor, governor, and President.
 Identity ways that public officials are selected, including election and appointment to office.
 Discuss what is fair is different situations.
 Identify good characteristics of good citizenship.
 Discover how communities resolve problems and pay for solutions they reach.
 Discover how governments established order, provide security, and mange conflicts.
 Learn how to read and make a flow chart.
 Understand some of our nation’s symbols- Liberty Bell, Lincoln Memorial, Mount Rushmore, Washington Monument, White House
 Find the main idea of their passage.
 Identify several American heroes.
 Identify contributions of historical figures who have influenced the nation.
Demonstration of Learning:
Suggested Tasks and Activities:


Define roles of the mayor, governor, and president and how they
are elected by completing My Election Book: All About Voting
Book.
Benchmark Assessment:
Horizon’s Unit 2 Test
Technology Integration:
BrainPOP Jr.
Scholastics News Videos
www.nationalgeographic.com
www.mrnussbaum.com







Create a mock election in the classroom.
My Book of Washington, D.C.
National Symbols Riddles
American Symbols crossword puzzle.
Determine a minor/major issue the school or community faces. Whole group or
small group, discuss possible solutions for these issues.

Resources:
 Horizons “About My Community”
 Various Non-fiction and informational texts related to topic
 Scholastic News Book: What Does the President Do? by Amanda Miller
 Scholastic News Book: What Is Mount Rushmore? by Laine Falk
 Scholastic News Book: The Story of the White House by Marge Kennedy
 At 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue by Crystal Wirth
 Scholastic News Book: What’s in Washington, D.C.? by Laine Falk
 We March by Shane W. Evans
 Scholastic First Biographies: Let’s Read About…George Washington by Kimberly
Weinberger
 George Washington by Garnet Jackson
 Meet George Washington by Patricia Pingry,
 National Geographic Kids: George Washington by Caroline Gilpin
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 National Geographic Kids: Abraham Lincoln by Caroline Gilpin
 Scholastic First Biographies: Let’s Read About…Abraham Lincoln by Sonia Black
 The Lincoln Memorial by Kristin L. Nelson
 The Washington Monument by Kristin L. Nelson
 The Liberty Bell by Joe Gaspar
 Welcome Books: The Liberty Bell by Lloyd G. Douglas
 Who Cracked the Liberty Bell? By Peter Roop
Various fictional texts
 Presidents’ Day by Anne Rockwell
 Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio
 Vote for Me! By Ben Clanton
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Core Lesson “Our Government”: Our Country’s Government
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.A.4
 Describe our national government;
recognize the Constitution as the
defining document for our country’s
government.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Display pictures landmarks in
Washington D.C. and discuss
students knowledge of the places
and/or the significance.

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 70-73
Complete worksheet “Our Country’s
Government”
Horizons Activity Book pg. 20

Key Vocabulary:
Congress, President, Supreme Court, Constitution, rights
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Core Lesson “Our Government”: Solving Community Problems
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.A.12
Use a problem-solving process to
identify a problem, gather
information, and list and consider
options for solving the problem.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Read a familiar story (ex. Three Billy
Goats Gruff) and discuss
problem/solution

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 50-53
Students draw a picture of a possible
problem in town (ex. Pollution or
unsafe roads). Then exchange with a
partner and the partner can use
sticky notes to write possible
solutions on the picture.

Key Vocabulary:
problem, solution
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Core Lesson “Our Government”: Our Country’s Capital
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.A.5
Identify Washington D.C.; discuss the
role of the President.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Compare Washington D.C. to Trenton NJ
using student’s prior knowledge.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read “Scholastic News Book : What
does the President Do?” and engage
in class discussion.
Students partner talk about one of the
roles of the president and if they
think it would be easy and why.

Key Vocabulary:
President
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Core Lesson “Our Government”: America’s Symbols
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.D.17
 Identify selected symbols and patriotic
symbols such as the U.S. and state
flags and Uncle Sam.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Display common American symbols and
allow students to share previous
knowledge.

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 74-79
Complete worksheet “Patriotic Symbols”
Horizons Activity Book pg. 21

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:
patriotism, patriotic symbol, anthem, peace
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Core Lesson “Our Government”: American Heroes
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.D.12
Identify contributions of historical
figures who have influenced the
community, state and nation; describe
ways people honor their heroes

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Complete a true/false activity. Have
students save answers to compare to
assessment.
Horizons Vol. 2 pg. 244A



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 244-249
Reanswer questions from true/false
activity. Make changes to
statements to make and false
statements true.

Key Vocabulary:
monument, memorial, hero
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Content Area: Social Studies
Grade Level : Second
Unit #3 “All About Earth - Geography”
Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts
or information in a text efficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.C Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen
understanding of a topic or issue.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness •Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Manage Goals and Time

Reason Effectively

Work Independently

Use Systems Thinking

Be Self-directed Learners

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others
o Communication and Collaboration

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results

Information, Media and Technology Skills
o Leadership and Responsibility
o Information Literacy

Guide and Lead Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Be Responsible to Others

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student
Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #3 “All About Earth - Geography”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
B. Geography, People, and the Environment
 6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine when the information may be useful.
 6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how people live and work in different
regions of New Jersey and the United States.
 6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources.
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology
 6.1.4.C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.
Enduring Understanding:
Essential Questions:




Climate can determine what clothes you wear, where you live,
what resources you will have, etc.
A natural resource is something in nature that people use.
The earth is made up of landforms and bodies of water.

• How does climate affect people’s lives?
• What can we use natural resources for?
• What does the earth consist of?

Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…


Identify the United States and all states and on a map and a globe. (Students must know the names of all 50 states, but do not need to know where they
are located. In 3rd grade they must know where they are located. They must know at least 11 states on the east coast including NJ.)














Identify the oceans and the seven continents on a map and a globe.
Learn how to use and understand a compass rose (N, S, E, W) and legend/map key to read a map.
Recognize different kinds of land and water found on Earth.
Identify major landforms and bodies of water.
Identify major landforms on maps.
Create a landform map of their home state.
Recognize the difference between weather and seasons.
Find out how weather patterns affect people’s activities.
Obtain information about a topic using a bar graph.
Explain what natural resources are.
Explain how people depend on natural resources to satisfy their basic needs.
Learn why people change the Earth.
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 Identify ways in which people change Earth.
 Sequence information chronologically.
 Identify ways of protecting Earth.
 Recognize ways people can conserve and replenish natural resources.
 Recognize that showing respect is a characteristic of good citizenship.
 Learn about the Amazon Rain Forest in Brazil.
 Learn things that people can do to conserve natural resources.
Demonstration of Learning:
Suggested Tasks and Activities:


Label 11 states on a USA map with no word bank provided-( NJ,
NY, PA, Delaware, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Maryland) Northeast
region states AND
 Identify/ locate and label the 7 continents and 5 oceans with no
word bank provided.
Benchmark Assessment:
Horizon’s Unit 3 Test

Technology Integration:









Design a map on KID PIX
BrainPOP Jr.
Scholastics News Videos
www.kidsgeo.com
www.nationalgeographic.com
http://mapmaker.rutgers.edu
www.google.com/earth/ (google earth)
www.mrnussbaum.com










Identify regions and landforms on a map.
Match climates to the appropriate regions.
Read and understand a map using compass rose (N, S, E, W) and legend or
map key.
Learn and sing The United States.
Use a blank map of the world and label the major geographic regions and
oceans. Color using specific colors (Green, brown, blue, etc.)
Create a diagram of yourself prepared for a specific climate where you live.
Make a map of landforms.
What is a Globe? activity

Resources:
 Horizons “About My Community”
 Various Non-fiction and informational texts related to topic (Earth Day by
David F. Marx, Map Keys by Rebecca Aberg)
 Various fictional texts (Across America, I Love You by Christine Loomis, Buried
Treasure: All About Using a Map by Kirstin Hall, Mapping Penny’s World by
Loreen Leedy)
 Scholastic News
 Scholastic Brain Bank
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Core Lesson “All About Earth – Geography”: Where We live
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.B.2
Locate communities, states, United
States on maps and globes; compare
cities suburbs and rural areas.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Create a concept ladder and fill it in with
city suburb, state, and country.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 20-23
Using 2 cubes write the names of cities,
states, and countries. Roll and have
students state which is bigger.

Key Vocabulary:
city, suburb, state, country
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Core Lesson “All About Earth – Geography”: Land
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
Identify and describe the physical
characteristics of various landforms;
distinguish regions of the United
States.

6.1.4.B.4
6.1.4.B.6

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Display pictures of different types of
land and have students identify
them.



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 112-115
Complete worksheet “Identify Land and
Water”
Horizons Activity Book pg. 27

Key Vocabulary:
landform, hill, plain, mountain, valley, island, peninsula
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Core Lesson “All About Earth – Geography”: Water
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.B.4
 Identify and describe the physical
characteristics of various bodies of
water.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Discuss town and reason for the name
“Medford Lakes”.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 116-119
Draw a picture of a river, lake, or gulf,
and write identifying terms on the
picture.

Key Vocabulary:
river, lake, gulf
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Core Lesson “All About Earth – Geography”: Earth’s Seasons
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.B.4
Describe seasonal changes and their
effects.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Discuss any experience of students ever
trying to grow something.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 212-215
Assign students and specific season and
have them draw a picture depicting
what the garden would look like
during that season.

Key Vocabulary:
season
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Core Lesson “All About Earth – Geography”: Earth’s Resources
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.B.8
Explain how people depend of the
physical environment and its natural
resources to satisfy their basic needs

Instructional Resources/Materials
List what in the classroom comes from a
natural resource.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 128-133
Complete worksheet “How We Use
Resources”
Horizons Activity Book pg. 32

Key Vocabulary:
natural resource, crop
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Content Area: Social Studies
Grade Level : Second
Unit #4 “Our Past”
Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts
or information in a text efficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.C Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen
understanding of a topic or issue.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness •Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Manage Goals and Time

Reason Effectively

Work Independently

Use Systems Thinking

Be Self-directed Learners

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others
o Communication and Collaboration

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results

Information, Media and Technology Skills
o Leadership and Responsibility
o Information Literacy

Guide and Lead Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Be Responsible to Others

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student
Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi- Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #4 “Our Past”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental
rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
 6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental rights.
 6.1.4.A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social change and inspired social
activism in subsequent generations.
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
 6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.
 6.1.4.D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.
 6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.
Enduring Understanding:


Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. stood up for what he believes in without
violence.
 It is important to recognize influential leaders from all cultures,
genders, and religions.
Knowledge and Skills:

Essential Questions:



What are the characteristics of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. that made him such a good leader?
Why is it important to learn about famous women,
African Americans and Americans?

Students will…












Recognize how the Pilgrims overcame hardship and showed love of individualism.
Explain how the original 13 colonies became the United States and why.
Categorize information about our country’s past.
Learn about early explorers to America.
Identify contributions of historical figures who have influenced the nation.
Learn about the painting “Spirit of ’76” as an example of our cultural heritage.
Identify how Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth have influenced our country’s history.
Understand the concepts of time and chronology.
Learn how to read and use time lines.
Describe some of the history of Dayton, Ohio (There was constant warfare between Indians and French at this site just before the Revolutionary War.)
Explain why the Revolutionary War and the French and Indian War was fought.
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Demonstration of Learning:


Write a report about Frederick Douglass or Sojourner Truth. OR
create a timeline.

Benchmark Assessment:
Horizon’s Unit 5 Test

Technology Integration:
 BrainPOP Jr.
 Scholastics News Videos
 Create a Native American picture using KID PIX
 www.nationalgeographic.com
 www.mrnussbaum.com
 www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/
www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/feast/

Suggested Tasks and Activities:








My Book About Native Americans
Then and Now Mini-Book
The First Thanksgiving Book
Make a time line
Take a virtual field trip through the First Thanksgiving on scholastic.com
I am Sojourner Truth: A Mini Unit
13 Colonies Activity

Resources:
Various Non-fiction and informational texts related to topic
 National Geographic Kids: Martin Luther King, Jr. by Kitson Jazynka
 Martin Luther King, Jr. and the March on Washington by Frances E. Ruffin
 Who Was Frederick Douglas? by April Jones Prince
 Sojourner Truth: Path to Glory by Peter Merchant
 What Was the First Thanksgiving? by Joan Holub
 The Revolutionary War by John Malam
Various fictional texts
 Scholastic News
 Scholastic Brain Bank
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Core Lesson “Our Past”: America’s First People
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.D.1
 Compare early Native American
groups

Instructional Resources/Materials
Identify some of the name of roads in
Medford Lakes and connect to the
Native Americans.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 236-237

10-12 minutes

Using the chart on pg. 237 draw a
picture of on of the groups. Then
switch with a partner and have
them use the chart to name the
tribe.

Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary:
Native American
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Core Lesson “Our Past”: The Spanish Come to America
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.D.11
Explain how local people and events
have influenced local community
history.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Using a map identify Texas, the Rio
Grande, El Paso, and Mexico.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 228-233
Complete worksheet “Time and Place
Match”
Horizons Activity Book pg. 55

Key Vocabulary:
settlers
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Core Lesson “Our Past”: The Pilgrims Arrive
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.D.11
Compare pilgrims to life now.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Complete a sort of then vs. now with
various things from pilgrim time and
the present.



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Watch a Scholastic News video on the
pilgrims and engage in class
discussion.
Have students complete a Venn diagram
using things from the sort and
added material from the video.

Key Vocabulary:
Pilgrim
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Core Lesson “Our Past”: From Colonies to States
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:

Identify the 13 colonies on a map.
6.1.4.D.4

Identify the 13 colonies

Instructional Resources/Materials

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 238-239
Using a word bank have students fill in
the names of the 13 colonies on a
map.

Key Vocabulary:
colony
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Core Lesson “Our Past”: Our Country at War “Revolutionary War”
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Discuss 4th of July and why we celebrate
that holiday.

SWBAT:
6.1.4.D.4
 Identify a reason for the Revolutionary
War

Instructional Resources/Materials

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess

Read through the power point created
by Melissa Nordquist and engage in
class discussion.
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
Product/Revolutionary-War-Causes717965
Have students write down one cause for
the Revolutionary War

10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:
Revolutionary War
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Content Area: Social Studies
Grade Level : Second
Unit #5 “All About Work”
Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts
or information in a text efficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.C Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen
understanding of a topic or issue.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices
B. Money Management
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
9.1.4.B.1 Differentiate between financial wants and needs.
9.1.4.B.3 Explain what a budget is and why it is important.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in
9.1.4.B.4 Identify common household expense categories and sources of income.
solving them. CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
9.1.4.B.5 Identify ways to earn and save.
management.
D. Planning, Saving, and Investing
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy
9.1.4.D.1 Determine various ways to save.
A. Income and Careers
9.1.4.A.1 Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify
various jobs in the community and the related earnings.
9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income.
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21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness
•Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life
and Career Skills
o
Creativity and Innovation
o
Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o
Initiative
and Self-Direction
o
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Manage Goals and Time

Reason Effectively

Work Independently

Use Systems Thinking

Be Self-directed Learners

Make Judgments and Decisions
o
Social
and
Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others
o
Communication and Collaboration

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams

Communicate Clearly
o
Productivity
and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage
Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results

Information, Media and Technology Skills
o
Leadership and Responsibility
o
Information Literacy

Guide and Lead Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Be Responsible to Others

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student
Redirection, Choice of Activities, Multi-Leveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #5 “All About Work”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology
 6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.
 6.1.4.C.3 Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers
 6.1.4.C.4 Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.
 6.1.4.C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.
Enduring Understanding:
Essential Questions:




Financial needs are food, shelter, and clothing.
Financial wants are games, toys, etc.
Trade is sending goods to a country and then getting other goods
back.





Why do people save money?
What do people save money for?
What is trading?

Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…















Understand that people work to earn money and help others.
Explain the choices people make about earning money.
Identify needs and wants.
Explain the choices people make about spending and saving.
Distinguish between goods and services.
Recognize the choices people in the U.S. can make about saving and spending their money.
Use key words to find information.
Learn what producers and consumer are.
Distinguish between producing and consuming.
Describe what a farm worker’s job is.
Learn how paper is made.
Trace a product from a national resource to finished goods.
Understand trade.
Explain the choices people can make in the free enterprise system.
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Identify ways in which science and technology have affected communication, transportation, and recreation.
Identify The Wright brothers as great U.S. inventors.
Identify Amelia Earhart.

Demonstration of Learning:


Write a report about The Wright brothers or Amelia Earhart or make
a biographical poster. Explain how their job was important for the
time they lived in.
Benchmark Assessment:

Suggested Tasks and Activities:





Orville and Wilbur Wright Activity.
Who’s Who of American Coins
Make of list of your wants and needs.
My Book of Ingenious Inventors

Horizon’s Unit 6 Test

Technology Integration:
 BrainPOP Jr.
 Scholastics News Videos
 www.nationalgeographic.com
 www.mrnussbaum.com

Resources:
 Horizons “About My Community”
 Various Non-fiction and informational texts related to topic
 Who Were The Wright Brothers? by James Buckley
 Scholastic News Book: Wright Brothers by Lisa Wade McCormick
 How People Learned to Fly by Fran Hodgkins
 National Geographic Kids: Amelia Earhart by Caroline Gilpin
 National Geographic Kids: Everything Money by Kathy Furgang
 Why Money Was Invented by Neale S. Godfrey
 Various fictional texts
 Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin,
 Alexander Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday by Judith Viorst
 A Chair For my Mother by Vera Williams
 Scholastic News
 Scholastic Brain Bank
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Core Lesson “All About Work”: Many Jobs
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.C.10
Explain how work provides income to
purchase goods and services.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Create a list of jobs of the student’s
parents.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 286-289
Have each student draw a picture of a
job they could do to earn money.

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:
income, free enterprise, bank, interest
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Core Lesson “All About Work”: Our Needs and Wants
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.C.2
Identify people’s basic needs;
recognize that people cannot always
have everything they want.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Complete a graphic organizer listing
needs and wants.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes


Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 32-33
Complete worksheet “Go Shopping”
Horizons Activity Book pg. 10

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:
need, want
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Core Lesson “All About Work”: Goods and Services
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:

Create a web for goods and services.
6.1.4.C.5

 Distinguish between good and services

Instructional Resources/Materials

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 272-275
Complete worksheet “Who Provides
Goods? Who Provides Services?”
Horizons Activity Book pg. 65

Key Vocabulary:
goods, services
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Core Lesson “All About Work”: From Farm to Factory
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.C.8
Describe the connection between
the farm and the factory.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Identify things in the classroom that
were made in a factory.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 280-283
Draw a picture of a good that starts out
as a raw material (ex. Tomato-sauce,
tree-paper).

Key Vocabulary:
raw material, factory, manufacture
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Core Lesson “All About Work”: Trading with Other Countries
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1.4.C.8
Explain that people throughout the
world depend on one another through
trade.

Instructional Resources/Materials
Search the room and determine what
things come from other countries.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes



Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read through student book together
and engage in class discussion.
Horizons Student book pg. 298-303
Complete worksheet “What’s the Best
Way”
Horizons Activity Book pg. 72

Key Vocabulary:
t trade, transportation
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