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Philosophy Statement
The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to transcend the limits of time and place and experience historic
events virtually. By expanding their learning networks through online collaboration with experts and other students from around the world, New Jersey
social studies students develop an increased depth of understanding of our global society. At the same time, their understanding of the fundamental
principles and values of American democracy and citizenship provides the conceptual framework that allows them to make informed decisions about local,
national, and international issues and challenges.
Mission: Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active,
informed citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age.
Vision: An education in social studies fosters a population that:
• Is civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible.
• Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global communities.
• Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis.
• Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding.
• Recognizes the implications of an interconnected global economy.
• Appreciates the global dynamics between people, places, and resources.
• Utilizes emerging technologies to communicate and collaborate on career and personal matters with citizens of other world regions.
Intent and Spirit of the Social Studies Standards
All students receive social studies instruction from Preschool through grade 12. The challenges of the 21st century are complex, have global implications,
and are connected to people, places, and events of the past. The study of social studies focuses on deep understanding of concepts that enable students to
think critically and systematically about local, regional, national, and global issues.
Authentic learning experiences that enable students to apply content knowledge, develop citizenship skills, and collaborate with students from around the
world prepare New Jersey students for the 21st-century workplace. The natural integration of technology in social studies education allows students to
overcome geographic borders, apply scientific and mathematical analysis to historical questions and contemporary issues, appreciate cultural diversity, and
experience events through the examination of primary sources.
The New Jersey social studies standards and indicators reflect national and state standards and other documents published by the National Center for
History Education, National Council for Social Studies, National Council for Geographic Education, Center for Civic Education, National Council on Economic

Education, Mid-Continent Research on Education and Learning, National Assessment of Educational Progress, and the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.2
Social studies instruction occurs throughout the P-12 spectrum:
 At the Preschool level, students participate in interdisciplinary activities that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and
respect for diversity.
 In grades K-4, students learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how key people and events
contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables students to realize how the availability of
resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.
 In grades 5-8, students build upon K-4 foundational content. Through instruction in U.S. History and World History/Global Studies, they begin to
analyze the implications of government structures and economic policies for individuals, communities, nations, and global relationships. The study
of migratory patterns and belief systems that in the past led to cooperation and conflict among groups of people enable students to realize the
significance of cultural transmission in today’s global society. Relevant activities that help students connect content knowledge to current issues and
that promote service learning empower students to become civic-minded and socially active.
 In grades 9-12, students continue to study U.S. History and World History/Global Studies. They consider historical viewpoints in order to analyze the
role of the individual in society and the significance of fundamental documents to basic human rights. Socratic discussion groups and debate
activities enable students to develop sound reasoning and effective communication skills. Opportunities to collaborate with students from around
the world and experts in the field, and to develop innovative solutions to real world problems on the local, national, and global levels, mirror the
21st-century workplace and allow students to practice important career skills. By the end of grade 12, students have a heightened understanding of
the cause-and-effect relationship between past and present events, recognize patterns of interactions, and understand the impact of events in an
interconnected world.
Revised Standards
The 2014 Social Studies Standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and developing meaningful assessments. Minor revisions were made
to the 2009 Social Studies Standards for one of the following four reasons - to provide clarity, increase accuracy, adjust pedagogical expectations or to
address grammatical issues. The revisions that were made are intended to clarify the document and do not reflect major changes to the standards. In
addition, several new skills were added to the Skills Table to reflect the expectations of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language
Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects.
The Role of Essential Questions
Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of the big ideas that enable students

to better comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions created for this project, which follow, were used to frame content
goals and to inform the development of the cumulative progress indicators.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
 How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good?


How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility,
equality, and respect for human dignity?

B. Geography, People, and the Environment
 How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or determine the development of cultures,
societies, and nations?
C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology
 How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are the possible
consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies?


How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and economies and
governments function?

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
 How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do they
influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues?


How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging public actions
and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?

Organization of the Standards
The organization and content of the 2014 social studies standards reflects N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)1.iv., which requires at least 15 credits in social studies,
including satisfaction of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-1 and 2; five credits in world history; and the integration of civics, economics, geography, and global studies
content in all courses.
 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World applies to grades P-12; at the P and K-4 levels, content is organized by strand only; at the 5-8
and 9-12 levels, content organized by era and strand.



Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies applies only to grades 5-12; at both the 5-8 and 9-12 levels, content organized by era and strand.



Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century applies to grades P-12; at all levels (P, K-4, 5-8, and 9-12) content is organized by strand
only.
Standard

Grade Level

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World

P-4

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century

P-4

The organizational scheme of the social studies standards highlights the interrelationship among government/civics, economics, and geography during each
time period throughout history.
In addition, the integration of social studies content and skills is essential for understanding and for developing habits of mind that are necessary for
students to become informed citizens and contributing members of society. Thus, four key social studies skills (chronological thinking, spatial thinking,
critical thinking, and presentational skills) have been identified and elaborated for the three K-12 grade clusters (K-4, 5-8, 9-12). These skills should be
systematically integrated into instruction and assessed in conjunction with content.
Coding of Indicators
For standards 6.1, grades P-4, and for standard 6.3, all grades, each indicator code should be interpreted as follows:
6.1.
4.
A.
1




standard
grade
strand
indicator
number
For standards 6.1 and 6.2, grades 5-12, the inclusion of the era impacts the coding of each indicator as follows:
6.1.
8.
A.
1. a



 
standard
grade strand era indicator
number
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards (2014) “by the end of 4th grade”
Content Area
Standard

Strand
By the end of
grade
4

Social Studies
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
Content Statement

NJSLS

Objectives

Rules and laws are developed to protect people’s
rights and the security and welfare of society.

6.1.4.A.1

The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights
guarantee certain fundamental rights for
citizens.

6.1.4.A.2

American constitutional government is based on
principles of limited government, shared
authority, fairness, and equality.
There are different branches within the United
States government, each with its own structure,
leaders, and processes, and each designed to
address specific issues and concerns.

6.1.4.A.3

Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national
governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the
common good.
Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and
the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote,
and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of
American democracy.
Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced
new laws and policies over time at the local and national levels of United States
government.
Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United States
Constitution defines and checks the power of government.
Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national
government.
Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal system of
government.
Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and
describe the roles of elected representatives and how they interact with citizens at
local, state, and national levels.
Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state,
and national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made
at each level.
Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to
violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).

6.1.4.A.4
6.1.4.A.5
6.1.4.A.6

In a representative democracy, individuals elect
representatives to act on the behalf of the
people.

6.1.4.A.7

6.1.4.A.8

The examination of individual experiences,
historical narratives, and events promotes an

6.1.4.A.9

understanding of individual and community
responses to the violation of fundamental rights.

6.1.4.A.10

The United States democratic system requires
active participation of its citizens.

6.1.4.A.11

Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of
American citizens.
The world is comprised of nations that are
similar to and different from the United States.
In an interconnected world, it important to
consider different cultural perspectives before
proposing solutions to local, state, national, and
global challenges.
In an interconnected world, increased
collaboration is needed by individuals, groups,
and nations to solve global problems.

6.1.4.A.12
6.1.4.A.13

Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights
leaders served as catalysts for social change and inspired social activism in
subsequent generations.
Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the
country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the
community, state, national, and global levels.
Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level.
Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.

6.1.4.A.14

Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own
governments, languages, customs, and laws.

6.1.4.A.15

Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate
to find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges.

6.1.4.A.16

Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global
organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals and nations in
need.

Content Area
Standard

Strand
By the end of
grade
4

Social Studies
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
B. Geography, People, and the Environment
Content Statement

NJSLS

Objective

Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be
used to describe and analyze the spatial patterns
and organization of people, places, and
environments on Earth.

6.1.4.B.1

Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps
and determine how the information may be useful.
Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship
of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have
contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence.
Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political
maps, and globes to measure distances and to determine time zones and locations
using latitude and longitude.
Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have
impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey
and the United States.
Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the
United States.

6.1.4.B.2

6.1.4.B.3

Places are jointly characterized by their physical
and human properties.

6.1.4.B.4

The physical environment can both
accommodate and be endangered by human
activities.
Regions form and change as a result of unique
physical/ecological conditions, economies, and
cultures.
Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface
differ markedly from region to region, place to
place, and time to time.

6.1.4.B.5

Advancements in science and technology can
have unintended consequences that impact
individuals and/or societies.
Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical
characteristics, but may also have cultural
differences.

6.1.4.B.9

Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to
actions taken to address them.

6.1.4.B.10

Identify major cities in New Jersey, as well as in the United States, and the world,
and explain how geographic and demographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, data
visualizations) can be used to understand cultural differences.

6.1.4.B.6

6.1.4.B.7
6.1.4.B.8

Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on
culture, economics, and physical environment to understand the concept of
regionalism.
Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited
for settlement than others.
Compare ways people choose to use and distribute natural resources.

Content Area
Standard

Strand
By the end of
grade
4

Social Studies
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology
Content Statement
People make decisions based on their needs,
wants, and the availability of resources.

NJSLS

Objective

6.1.4.C.1

Apply opportunity cost (i.e., choices and tradeoffs) to evaluate individuals’
decisions, including ones made in their communities.
Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice
influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.
Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.
Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.
Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and
services.
Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and
governments within the economic system.
Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is influenced
by the global market and government.
Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are
interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world
community.
Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the
world differently.
Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives.
Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial
decisions within the community.

6.1.4.C.2
Economics is a driving force for the occurrence
of various events and phenomena in societies.

6.1.4.C.3
6.1.4.C.4
6.1.4.C.5

Interaction among various institutions in the
local, national, and global economies influence
policymaking and societal outcomes.

6.1.4.C.6
6.1.4.C.7
6.1.4.C.8

Availability of resources affects economic
outcomes.
Understanding of financial instruments and
outcomes assists citizens in making sound
decisions about money, savings, spending, and
investment.
Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access
to information, and the creation of new products
and services.
Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other
states are related to the availability of resources
and technology.

6.1.4.C.9
6.1.4.C.10
6.1.4.C.11

6.1.4.C.12
6.1.4.C.13
6.1.4.C.14

Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent
figures who lived New Jersey.
Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.
Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography,
natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force play
in economic opportunities.

6.1.4.C.15
Creativity and innovation have led to
improvements in lifestyle, access to information,
and the creation of new products.

6.1.4.C.16
6.1.4.C.17
6.1.4.C.18

Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the
economies of New Jersey and the United States.
Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and
inventions in many cultures during different historical periods.
Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural
society to an industrial society, and then to the information age.
Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased
collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the world.

Content Area
Standard

Strand
By the end of
grade
4

Social Studies
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
Content Statement
Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United
States for various reasons and have a major
impact on the state and the nation.

NJSLS

Objective

6.1.4.D.1

Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations,
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated
to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.
Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth
as a nation, historically and today.
Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of
New Jersey.
Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of
Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present
day government and citizenship.
Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of
the United States government.
Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development of New
Jersey government.
Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.
Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and
individuals.
Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape
culture, is manifested in different regions of New Jersey.
Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain
the reasons for changes.
Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters
from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the
American national heritage.

6.1.4.D.2
6.1.4.D.3

Key historical events, documents, and individuals
led to the development of our nation.

6.1.4.D.4
6.1.4.D.5

6.1.4.D.6

6.1.4.D.7
6.1.4.D.8
6.1.4.D.9
Personal, family, and community history is a
source of information for individuals about the
people and places around them.

6.1.4.D.10

The study of American folklore and popular
historical figures enables Americans with diverse
cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a
national heritage.

6.1.4.D.12

6.1.4.D.11

Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and
commonly held values, ideas, and assumptions
that are generally accepted by a particular group
of people.
American culture, based on specific traditions
and values, has been influenced by the behaviors
of different cultural groups living in the United
States.
Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a
changing society.

6.1.4.D.13

Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of
people.

6.1.4.D.14

Trace how the American identity evolved over time.

6.1.4.D.15

Prejudice and discrimination can be obstacles to
understanding other cultures.
Historical symbols and the ideas and events they
represent play a role in understanding and
evaluating our history.
The cultures with which an individual or group
identifies change and evolve in response to
interactions with other groups and/or in
response to needs or concerns.
People view and interpret events differently
because of the times in which they live, the
experiences they have had, the perspectives held
by their cultures, and their individual points of
view.

6.1.4.D.16

Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between
maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and
practices.
Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from
the past and present.
Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they
affect the American identity.

6.1.4.D.17

6.1.4.D.18

Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than
one culture.

6.1.4.D.19

Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with
different cultural or individual perspectives.
Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an
interconnected world.

6.1.4.D.20

Pacing Guide – 3rd Trimester
Content Area: Social Studies
Grade Level: 1
Module 1: “All About Families”
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Module 2: Where We Live
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Module 3: Good Citizens/Government
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Module 4: All Kinds of Jobs
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Module 5: Americans Long Ago
5 core lessons (7-10 lessons total)

Grading Expectations per Unit
Classwork
 minimum of 5 and maximum of 7
Homework
 minimum of 3 and maximum of 5
Quizzes
 minimum of 2 and maximum of 4
Tests

 1 per unit

Content Area: Social Studies
Module #1 “All About Families”

Grade Level : First

Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness
•Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction

Manage Goals and Time
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Work Independently

Reason Effectively

Be Self-directed Learners

Use Systems Thinking

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others
o Communication and Collaboration

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results

Information, Media and Technology Skills
o Leadership and Responsibility

Guide and Lead Others
o Information Literacy

Be Responsible to Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, MultiLeveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use

Unit #1 “All About Families”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
 6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and
promote the common good.
 6.1.4.A.14 Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own governments, languages, customs, and laws.
 6.1.4.A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global
challenges.
 6.1.4.A.16 Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals and
nations in need.
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
 6.1.4.D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the past and present.
 6.1.4.D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
Enduring Understanding:
 A family is a group of people who care for one another.
 Families may look or seem different, but all families have the
same basic human needs.
 Rules and laws are meant for people to be safe and have order.

Essential Questions:
 What is a family?
 What are the basic human needs of a family?
 Why are rules important at home?

Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…
 Identify different ways families spend time together
 Identify ways and describe similarities and differences in the ways that families meet basic human needs.
 Describe various customs of families and explain their importance.
 Identify some special days that families celebrate and explain their importance.
 Recognize that families celebrate special times in different ways.
 Identify and describe the human characteristics of places such as houses.
 Describe similarities and differences in ways families meet the basic human need for shelter.
 Explain the need for rules in the home.
 Identify different types of rules.

Demonstration of Learning:
 Draw a picture of your family doing an activity together.
 Then, using a Venn diagram, compare and contrast your family
with your partner’s family.

Suggested Tasks and Activities:






Benchmark Assessment:



Teacher Created Assessment that includes:


•
•
•
•

Draw a family portrait and identify what is important to your
family.
Draw and label different kinds of homes.
Complete a Venn diagram comparing your family to a partner’s
family.
Identify family’s needs and wants.

Technology Integration:
 https://www.readinga-z.com/book.php?id=177 (family
printable book)
 https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/winterholidays/
 http://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/homes/
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5b7gE2suj44 (family
rules)
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-RaWzttIQo (The Family
Book)- Todd Parr
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnD8BYjZiW0 (We Are
Family Song)





Family Tree: each student can create their very own family tree to share with the class. The project
can be a book, poster, worksheet activity, or 3D representation of their family members.
Graphing family members: using an anchor chart or individual worksheet, graph who’s in your
family.
In My Family I Am: Create four categories oldest, middle, youngest, only child; create a paper doll of
yourself and then hang it from the yarn/category you fall under. Compare and contrast the class,
how many children are in each category? (pictured in projects)
Brother/Sister/Both: Introduce the Venn diagram one brother circle, one sister circle and a both
circle. Have the children place their picture or a picture he/she drew of him/herself in the correct
category (pictured in projects).
Who Lives in Your House: Create house then use the code (pictured in the projects) each child glues
a colored square to represent the people that live in their house. Mom= yellow, Dad= red, brother=
green sister=blue, grandparent=pink, other= brother, pet= red and white=me.
Class Family Book: Each child creates a page to the class family book. Draw a picture of your family
doing one of your favorite family activities and write a sentence about it. Put the pages together
and create a book that the class can share.
Family Tradition Quilt: Create a class quilt, each child draws a picture of a family tradition that is
important to him/her.
What My Family Does Together: Anchor chart, class brainstorms different activities they do with
their families.
Home/School Extension: Class Family Quilt: Send home a 12 by 12 piece of paper with instructions
for the family to make it in to a square which will be part of a larger quilt to show we are all part of a
bigger family. They are to put whatever they want to represent their family just don’t alter the size
or shape of the square. They can use photos, drawings, fabric, paint, words anything they as a family
agree upon.

Resources:













Relevant Current Events in Elementary Magazines: Weekly Readers and/or Scholastic
News
Informational Texts: Families: Ann Morris
Houses and Homes: Ann Morris
Harcourt Horizons “About My World”
Suggested Literature: “Me and My Family Tree” – Joan Sweeney
“The Kids Family Tree Book”- Caroline Leavitt
“The Family Book”- Todd Parr
“All Kinds of Families” – Norma Simon
”Amelia Bedelia’s Family Album”- Peggy Parish
“How My Family Lives in America”- Susan Kuklin
“Better Not Get Wet, Jesse Bear”- Nancy White Carlstrom (Rules at home
“What if Everybody Did That”- Ellen Javernick (Rules)

Core Lesson 1: Many Families
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
6.1



Be aware of the differences in
families, traditions, cultures,
changes and similarities.
Know what a family is



Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge

5-7 minutes





Activity

12-15 minutes







Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary: family

10-12 minutes



Ask Students what a family is
Brainstorm and list all the different
kinds of families they can think of
Read All Kinds of Families by Norma
Simon
Guided Discussion: Discuss different
types of families that were in the book
and discuss how families are alike and
different.
Compare and contrast the families in
our classroom.
Discuss why families are important.
Have students draw a family portrait
and illustrate something about their
family that is important to them.
Make a family Web using the student’s
pictures. Connect family portraits with
yarn to show we are all different.
Examine student pictures to see if they
have drawn their family and something
that is important to their family.

Core Lesson 2: Families Together
Objectives

NJSLS

SWBAT:
•
•
•

Segment

Time

6.1

Identify people’s basic needs.
Describe ways that families meet
basic human needs.
Describe similarities and
differences in ways families meet
basic needs

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes



Activity

12-15 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 4 Lesson 2 page 138A


Set the purpose: Read aloud main
idea to students – “People have needs
that they meet in different ways.”
Discuss some basic human needs with
students (food, water, shelter, and
clothing).



Access prior Knowledge: Have children
categorize need vs. want using the
anticipation guide.



Read aloud and examine pictures on pages
138 – 141 to students.
Discuss key questions with students.
Discuss Lesson 2 review questions.





Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary: needs (p.138)

shelter (p.138)

10-12 minutes



Revisit anticipation guide as a whole
group.
Complete Activity Page 38
independently.

Core Lesson 3: Families Celebrate!
Objectives

NJSLS

SWBAT:
•

•
•

Describe various beliefs,
customs, and traditions of
families, and explain their
importance.
Identify celebrations from other
cultures.
Recognize holidays and
celebrations as a way of
preserving a family’s culture.

6.1
6.1.4.A.14
6.1.4.D.18

Segment
Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials
Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 4 Lesson 4 page 154A

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge

Activity



Time



Read aloud main idea – “People
celebrate special times.” Create a
graphic organizer about family or
holiday celebrations. Complete the
chart during close (page 154A)



Read aloud and examine pictures on
pages 154 – 157.
Invite children to respond and share
any holidays or customs they celebrate
that started in other countries.
Discuss Lesson Review Questions and
summarize key content discussed.

12-15 minutes



Evaluate/Assess

10-12 minutes

 Complete celebrations graphic
organizer that was started during the
introduction as a whole group.
 Have students create a greeting card
for a holiday or celebration or complete
Activity page 42.

Key Vocabulary: celebration (p.154)

holiday (p.154)

Core Lesson 4: We are Americans!
Objectives
SWBAT:



Recognize that Americans have
diverse backgrounds.
Discuss things that Americans
share.

NJSLS
6.1
6.1.4.A.14
6.1.4.A.15
6.1.4.D.16
6.1.4.D.18

Segment

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 4 Lesson 5 page 160A
5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
 Encourage students to think of
customs their family observes.




Activity

Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary:

Instructional Resources/Materials

custom (p.160)

12-15 minutes

10-12 minutes

Anticipation Guide: Find out what
children know about being an
American by having them categorize
the statements on page 160 as true or
false.

 Read aloud and examine pictures on
pages 160 – 161.
 Have children describe and identify
how the children are similar and
different.
 Be sure to discuss how people’s
different beliefs can sometimes create
conflict but people have to be sensitive
in order for people to cooperate in a
community.
 Discuss lesson review questions.
 Revisit anticipation guide
 Create an All American Scrapbook that
shows the diverse backgrounds of
Americans and things that Americans
share (page 161A)

Core Lesson 5: Where families live
Objectives
SWBAT:



NJSLS

Segment

6.1

Identify and describe the human
characteristics of places such as
types of house
Describe similarities and
differences in ways families meet
the basic human need for shelter.

shelter

Instructional Resources/Materials
Houses and Homes by Ann Morris

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary:

Time

10-12 minutes

Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Encourage students to note how the
houses and homes are alike and how
they are different as we read.
• Ask students – “What makes a house
and home?”
• Read aloud story to students
• As reading have students take note of the
different styles of houses and homes
• Complete Home mini book
• Complete Activity page – My home is
the best place for me because ….

Core Lesson 6: Family Rules
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:



Explain the need for rules in the
home.
Identify different types of rules.

6.1.4.A.1
6.1.4.A.15

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Activity

Better Not Get Wet Jesse Bear by
Nancy White Carlstrom
5-7 minutes

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary: Rule

Fair

Instructional Resources/Materials

Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Ask students why we need rules.
• What places are rules useful?
• What would happen if we didn’t follow
the rules?
• What does it mean to be fair?
• Read aloud story to students
• Make a list of rules that students follow at
home.
• Discuss why it is important that we follow
these rules
• Added discussion: How can we word our
rules that they apply in different settings
and situations.
• Have students each pick one rule and
illustrate what it would look like if we
followed the rule on one side and if we
didn’t on the other.

Core Lesson 7: Kindness and Respect
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:



Identify what it means to be
respectful and kind
Identify who we should show
respect and kindness to

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

What if Everybody Did That?”
by Ellen Javernick
5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Ask students what they think respect is.
• Make a web on the board

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary: Respect

Consequence

Instructional Resources/Materials

Responsible

• Read aloud story to students
• Go back to web from the beginning of
lesson and revisit what respect is and how
we show it to others.
• Big question: Who should we show
respect to? Essential answer: Everyone
• Tie this answer into title of the story
• Role play scenarios from the story.
Assess students responses as to how
we can show others respect in different
situations
• Make a class “What If Everybody Did
That?” book. Illustrate different
scenarios from the book or create new
ones.

Content Area: Social Studies
Unit #2 “Where We Live”

Grade Level : First

Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness
•Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction

Manage Goals and Time
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Work Independently

Reason Effectively

Be Self-directed Learners

Use Systems Thinking

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others
o Communication and Collaboration

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results

Information, Media and Technology Skills
o Leadership and Responsibility

Guide and Lead Others
o Information Literacy

Be Responsible to Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, MultiLeveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #2 “Where We Live”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental
rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
B. Geography, People, and the Environment
 6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how people live and work in different
regions of New Jersey and the United States.
 6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
 6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources.
 6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions taken to address them.
 6.1.4.B.10 Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and explain how maps, globes, and demographic tools can
be used to understand tangible and intangible cultural differences.
Enduring Understanding:
 A map can help you to find important places.
 The United States is made of land and water.
 Where people live can affect their shelter and transportation.
 People can use and save resources.
 Weather can affect people in many ways.

Essential Questions:
 How can a map help you find places?
 What kinds of land and water does the United States have?
 How does where people live affect their shelter and transportation?
 How do people use and save resources?
 How does weather affect people?

Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…
 Recognize that people live, work, and play in communities
 Use of map symbols
 Exposure of different kinds of maps (world, state, direction
 Use pictures and maps to locate places of significance.
 Identify the location of places using maps
 Recognize the cardinal directions north, south, east, and west.
 Naming the five oceans and continents
 Name the states in the North East Region of United States New Jersey, New York, Maine, New H, Vermont, Mass., Conn, New York, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland
 Locate and identify places of significance on maps.
 Demonstrate essential knowledge and skills through rich material such as songs.
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Demonstration of Learning:
 Orally list the 7 continents, 5 oceans and North East Region of
the United States. (Check list)

Benchmark Assessment:
 Unit 3 Assessment
• (Vocabulary, Main Ideas, Skills, Performance Task)

Suggested Tasks and Activities:
 Write a letter to a pen pal telling about where you live.
 Make a mural to show where you live. Include symbols and pictures to stand for
things in your community.
 Draw a picture on a four square paper of different shelters.
 Write 3 of Earth’s resources and draw something that comes from each
resource.
 Color a label map of the globe (showing 7 continents and 5 oceans)
 Color a label map of the united states (North Eastern Region)
Resources:
Relevant Current Events in Elementary Magazines: Weekly Readers and/or Scholastic
News


Harcourt Horizons “About My World”

Suggested Literature:
 “Me on the Map”- Joan Sweeney
 “Buried Treasure: All About Using a Map- Kristen Hall
 “Where Do I Live?”- Neil Chesanow
 “The Great Trash Bash”- Loreen Leedy
 “The Reasons for Seasons”- Gail Gibbons
 “Hottest, Coldest, Highest, Deepest”- Steve Jenkins
Technology Integration:
 www.brainpopjr.com
 www.abcya.com/take_a_trip.htm
 www.bensguide.gpo.gov
www.googleearth.com
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Core Lesson 1: We Live In Communities
Objectives

NJSLS

SWBAT:
• Define a neighborhood as a place 6.1.4.B.5
where people interact as they
6.1.4.B.10
live, work, and play
• Compare a map to an aerial view.
• Locate places of significance on
maps such as your local
community, your state, and the
United States.
• Know your address and the area
it designates

Segment
Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 3 Lesson 1 page 94A
5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Ask children what people share in a
neighborhood.
• Make a personal response chart about
what people share in a neighborhood

Activity

12-15 minutes


Activity

12 – 15 Minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:

neighborhood

Instructional Resources/Materials

• Read aloud pages 94 – 95
• Discuss with children what the text tells us
about what we share in a neighborhood
• Lesson Review Questions and Discussion
• Read From Here to There – Unit 3 Opener
on page 84-93
• Have students create their own personal
version of From Here to There
• Add what we learned to our response
chart
• Complete activity page 24

community
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Core Lesson 2: Our Country
Objectives

NJSLS

SWBAT:
• Locate places of significance on
6.1.4.B.10
maps
• Use simple maps to help identify
the location of places beyond the
classroom, school, and
community.
• Recognize their state on a U.S.
map.

Segment
Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Time

Instructional Resources/Materials
Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 2, page 52A

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Discuss how a map can help us
compared to spoken directions.
Compare and contrast.
• Why is it important to know the
country, state, and community we live
in?


Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:

country

state

• Read aloud pages 52 – 53
• Practice using map skills p. 53
• Apply what you learned: List the states
with borders that touch Canada or Mexico.
• Complete Activity page 15
• Have students create their own country
that shows states and borders (page
53A)

border
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Core Lesson 3: Our World
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 3: Lesson 3 page 104A

SWBAT:
•
•
•

Recognize the globe as a model
of Earth.
Identify the continents and
oceans of the world.
Locate places of significance on
maps and globes.

6.1.4.B.10

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Ask students following questions:
 How are a globe and map alike?
 What places can you find on a
globe and a map of the world?


Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:

Earth

globe

continent

•
•
•

Read aloud pages 104 and 105.
Discuss Lesson Review Questions
Revisit initial study questions.

• Activity page 28
• Display a world map and a globe. Form
pairs. Call out a continent or ocean,
have pairs locate it on map and globe.

ocean
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Core Lesson 4: Use Cardinal Directions
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 3: Skills Lesson 3 page 106A

SWBAT:
6.1.4.B.10
•
•

Locate places using the four
cardinal directions.
Locate the North Pole and the
South Pole

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Play Mystery Object Game (page
106A)
• Display World Map
• Why do North America and South
America have these names?

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

• Read aloud pages 106 – 107
• Practice the skill (page 107)
• Apply What you Learned (page 107)
• Activity Page 29
• Page 107A – Have Children create a
make believe island using Cardinal
Directions

Key Vocabulary: directions
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Core Lesson 5: Water and Land
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
•

•

•

•

6.1.4.B.4
6.1.4.B.10
Identify and describe the physical
characteristics of places such as
landforms.
Identify and describe the physical
characteristics of places such as
bodies of water
Access information from a map
using colors and symbols in a
map key.
Create visual and written
material including maps.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 3: Lesson 2 and Skills Lesson 2 page
98A
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a chart about Earth’s physical
features
• What is a map key?

Activity



Activity

12-15 minutes

•
•
•

Read aloud pages 98 – 101
Discuss Lesson Review questions
Complete Earth’s features chart

12-15 minutes

• Read aloud pages 102 – 103
• Practice the Skill (page 102)
• Apply what you learned (page 103)
• Complete Activity pages 26 - 27

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary: valley

plain

river

mountain

hill

lake

island
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Core Lesson 6: Caring for Our Natural Resources
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 3: Lessons 4 and 5 page 108A

SWBAT:
•

•
•
•
•

Identify examples of and uses for
natural resources in the
community, state, and nation.
Recognize how people depend on
land and water.
Understand the importance of
natural resources.
Recognize that we need to protect
resources for the future
Describe personal responsibility
for protecting the environment.

6.1.4.B.4
6.1.4.B.8
6.1.4.B.9



Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a chart about natural resources
and how people use them
• What can we do to protect our natural
resources?

Activity

12-15 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess

• Read aloud pages 108 – 111
• Discuss how we use resources – fill in
chart as we read
• Lesson Review Questions
• Read aloud pages 112 – 117
• Practice Skill
• Apply What You Learned
• Lesson Review Questions
• Activity pages 30 – 31
• Create a Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Poster

10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary: pollution

litter recycle

resource

farm

forest
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Core Lesson 7: Houses and Homes
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
•

•

•

6.1.4.B.4
Identify and describe the physical 6.1.4.B.5
characteristics of places such as
6.1.4.B.8
landforms, bodies of water,
6.1.4.B.9
natural resources, and weather. 6.1.4.B.10
Identify and describe the human
characteristics of places such as
types of houses.
Explain how the environment
affects the types of homes
people have.



Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 3: Lessons 6 page 108A
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a chart about homes to compare
and contrast how homes are alike and
different.
•
•
•

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:

Instructional Resources/Materials

Read aloud pages 118 – 121
Complete chart as students read to
compare houses and homes
Lesson Review Questions

• Activity page 33
• Have students create their own paper
bag house

desert
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Content Area: Social Studies
Unit #3 “Good Citizens/Government”

Grade Level : First

Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood.
Math CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.MD.C.4 Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three categories; ask and answer questions about the total number of data points, how
many in each category, and how many more or less are in one category than in another.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness
•Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Manage Goals and Time

Reason Effectively

Work Independently

Use Systems Thinking

Be Self-directed Learners

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams
o Communication and Collaboration

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results
o Leadership and Responsibility

Information, Media and Technology Skills

Guide and Lead Others
o Information Literacy

Be Responsible to Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, MultiLeveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #3 “Good Citizens/Government”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
 6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote
the common good.
 6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion,
the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American democracy.
 6.1.4.A.7 Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe the roles of elected representatives and how they interact
with citizens at local, state, and national levels.
 6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental rights.
 6.1.4.A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social change and inspired social
activism in subsequent generations.
 6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic
responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels.
 6.1.4.A.14 Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own governments, languages, customs, and laws.
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
 6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
 6.1.4.D.11 Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for changes.
Enduring Understanding:
Essential Questions:
 We need to follow rules to keep order, protect security and protect
 Why should we follow rules?
rights.
 How do laws help communities?
 Laws help a community stay structured.
 How do community leaders help people?
 Community leaders help to keep order in towns and states.
 How do government services help us?
 Government services help us to stay safe.
 How can you show respect for the rights of others?
 We can show respect for others by being responsible, respectful
and safe.
Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…
 Identify different kinds of groups.
 Explain the need for groups to have rules
 Explain the need for rules and laws in the home, school, and community.
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 Identify American Symbols Statue of Liberty, Bald Eagle, American Flag
 Give examples of rules or laws that establish order, provide security, or manage conflict.
 Identify leadership roles in community, state, and country.
 Identify the qualities of good citizens: following rules and laws in our school and community
 Identify and use voting as a way to make decisions.
 Create visual and written material such as a graph.
Demonstration of Learning:
Suggested Tasks and Activities:
 On a paper spilt into two: write a rule about being responsible,
 Solve the problem: 9 children want to play kickball, but they cannot make two
even teams. List two ways they can solve this problem.
respectful or safe in your classroom and draw a picture, on the
other side write what would happen if you broke the rule and draw
 Make a skit: Who is following the rules? Each group is assigned to act out a
a picture.
rule or to act out breaking a rule; the rest of the class has to discuss the rule or
the rule that was being broken

Report: choose a government worker (firefighter, police officer, librarian, and
Benchmark Assessment:
teacher) write a report and draw a picture showing how the worker helps.
• Unit 2 Assessment
 Voting: create a ballot box and ballots, have the children vote on their favorite
o Vocabulary, Main Ideas, Map Skills, and Performance Task
vegetable/fruit. Count the votes and graph.
 Make a poster: on a poster paper split into two; draw a picture of a citizen
obeying a law and a citizen breaking a law.
Technology Integration:
Resources:
 www.brainpopjr.com
 Relevant Current Events in Elementary Magazines: Weekly Readers and/or
Scholastic News
 www.toolsforeducators.com/dice

Harcourt Horizons “About My World”
 http://quizlet.com/2528016/good-citizenship-first-grade-flashSuggested Literature:
cards/
 “Duck for President” www.usconstitution.net/constkidsk.html
 “Voting and Elections”- Patricia J. Murphy
 “A Day in the Life of a Police Officer”- Linda Hayward
 “Serving Your Community”- Christin Ditchfield
 “Share and Take Turns”- Cheri J. Meiners
 “It’s Not My Fault”- Nancy L. Carlson
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Core Lesson 1: People Get Along and Follow Laws
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
•
•

•

Explain the need for rules and
laws in the community.
Give examples of rules or laws
that establish order, provide
security, and manage conflict.
Recognize that breaking rules or
laws has consequences.

6.1.4.A.1
6.1.4.A.2
6.1.4.A.11
6.1.4.A.14

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials
Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 2: Lessons 1 page 46A

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a concept web about the
consequences of not following laws

Activity

12-15 minutes

•
•


•
•

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Read aloud pages 46 – 47
As reading have students look for rules
and laws in the text that are the same
as in their community
Complete concept web as reading
Lesson Review Questions

• Complete Activity page 13
• Complete a three column chart – Rules,
Laws, and Reasons (page 47)

Key Vocabulary: law community
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Core Lesson 2: What is a Leader?
Objectives

NJSLS

Time

Segment

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 2: Lessons 2 and 3 page 48A

SWBAT:
•
•

•
•

•
•

•

Identify leaders of different
groups.
Identify the responsibilities of
authority figures in the home,
school, and community.
Identify leaders in the
community and state.
Describe the roles of public
officials, including the mayor,
governor, and President.
Identify leaders in the nation.
Identify George Washington as
the first President of our
Country.
Know past Presidents.

6.1.4.A.7
6.1.4.A.10
6.1.4.A.14

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a KWL chart about leaders
• Why are good leaders important?
• What does the President do?
• Do you know any Presidents?

Activity

12-15 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

leader

• Read aloud pages 54 – 57
• Discuss and chart what makes a good

president
• Discuss current and past presidents
• Lesson Review Questions

10-12 minutes

President

• Read aloud pages 48 – 51
• Discuss what good leaders do as

reading.
• Lesson Review Questions
• Discuss our city and state’s leaders

Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary:

Instructional Resources/Materials

mayor

city

governor

• Complete KWL
• Activity page 14 and 16
• Create a Leaders Poster (page 51A or
57A)

government
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Core Lesson 3: Votes Count!
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
•
•

•

Recognize the democratic
process of voting.
Identify how people in the
United States choose their
leaders.
Use voting as a way of making
choices and decisions.

6.1.4.A.1
6.1.4.A.2
6.1.4.A.7
6.1.4.A.11

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials
Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 2: Skills Lesson 2 page 58A

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Motivate Activity on page 58A

Activity

12-15 minutes



•
•
•
•

Read Aloud pages 58 – 59
Discuss why voting matters and what
you need to know
Practice the Skill
Apply What you Learned

• Take a class vote
• Activity Page 17

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary:

vote

ballot

36

Core Lesson 4: Our Symbol and Pledge
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 2: Skills Lesson 4 page 60A

SWBAT:
6.1.4.A.14
•
•

•
•

•

Explain selected national and
state patriotic symbols
Recite and explain the meaning
of a pledge of allegiance and a
flag.
Identify anthems and mottoes of
countries and states.
Explain how symbols reflect
American love of individualism
and freedom.
Identify ways in which Americans
show respect for and honor their
country.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a KWL chart about symbols

Activity

12-15 minutes

•
•
•
•

Read aloud pages 60 – 65
Discuss different American symbols
and their importance as reading
Add to KWL Chart
Lesson Review Questions

• Activity Page 18
• Design a Symbols T- Shirt (page 65A)

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes


Key Vocabulary:

flag
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Core Lesson 5: Good Citizens
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 2: Lesson 5 page 68A

SWBAT:
•

•

•

•

Identify characteristics of good
citizenship, such as a belief in
equality and responsibility for
the common good.
Identify historic figures and
ordinary people who have
exemplified good citizenship.
Identify contributions of
historical figures who have
influenced the community, state,
and nation.
Identify historic figures who have
exhibited a love of individualism.

6.1.4.A.2
6.1.4.A.9
6.1.4.A.10
6.1.4.A.11

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a chart about good citizens and
what characteristics they possess

Activity

12-15 minutes

•
•

•
•

Read aloud pages 68 – 71
Discuss the different character traits of
good citizens and examples of people
that exhibited the trait
Complete good citizen chart
Lesson Review Questions

• Complete Activity page 20
Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes



Key Vocabulary:

citizen
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Content Area: Social Studies
Unit #4 “All Kinds of Jobs”

Grade Level : First

Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy
B. Money Management
9.1.4.B.1 Differentiate between financial wants and needs.
9.1.4.B.5 Identify ways to earn and save.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness
•Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction

Manage Goals and Time
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Reason Effectively

Work Independently

Use Systems Thinking

Be Self-directed Learners

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams
o Communication and Collaboration

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results
o Leadership and Responsibility

Information, Media and Technology Skills

Guide and Lead Others
o Information Literacy

Be Responsible to Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, MultiLeveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #4 “All Kinds of Jobs”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
C. Economics, Innovation and Technology
 6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.
 6.1.4.C.3 Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.
 6.1.4.C.9 Compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across the world differently.
 6.1.4.C.10 Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives.
 6.1.4.C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during different historical periods.
Enduring Understanding:





In order to purchase goods and services we need to use money and
exchange items.
Some people work for pay and some people do volunteer work.
People buy and sell in order to obtain the things they want and need.
Things people want are not a necessity and things people need are a
necessity.

Essential Questions:





Why are goods and services important?
What kinds of jobs do people do?
Why do people buy and sell?
What is the difference between wants and needs?

Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…








Distinguish between needs and wants and recognize examples or each.
Recognize that people may have many wants but limited resources with which to satisfy them.
Identify a variety of jobs that people perform.
Identify and describe a variety of service jobs.
Describe the responsibilities and characteristics of good workers in a variety of jobs.
Identify ways people exchange goods and services.
Identify the role of markets and trading in the exchange of goods and services.
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Demonstration of Learning:


On a paper split into two show a picture of a want and a need. Label
both wants and needs and write a sentence about each. Share with
the class.

Suggested Tasks and Activities:




Benchmark Assessment:
• Unit 6 Assessment
o Vocabulary, Main Ideas and Performance Task

Technology Integration:




www.brainpopjr.com
www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html
www.learn360.com




Market: Make a market in your classroom and practice buying and selling
goods and services.
Write a story: Make up a story about someone choosing to spend his/her
money. Your product or service for sale.
Act Out: Make props and/or costumes to help you do a live commercial
selling your product or service. Present your commercial to your audience
Mobile: Create a mobile demonstrating
Radio Commercial: Create an audio advertisement made for the radio to
encourage people to buy your product or service. Remember to use good
descriptive words because your audience will not be able to see what you
are selling.

Resources:
Relevant Current Events in Elementary Magazines: Weekly Readers and/or
Scholastic News
Harcourt Horizons “About My World”

Suggested Literature:
“Jobs People Do”- Christopher Maynard
“ On My Way to Buy Eggs”- Chih-Yuan Chen
“The Go-Around Dollar”- Barbara Adams
“The Night Worker”- Kate Banks
“Delivery”- Anastasia Suen
“Sweet Potato Pie”- Kathleen D. Lindsey
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Core Lesson 1: Needs and Wants
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 6: Lesson 6 page 264A

SWBAT:
•
•
•

Identify examples of people
wanting more than they can have.
Explain why wanting more than
they can have requires that people
make choices.
Explain how a budget helps people
plan how to spend their money.

6.1.4.C.2
6.1.4.C.10

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a chart between needs and
wants.

Activity

12-15 minutes

•
•
•



Read aloud pages 264 – 265
Add to needs and wants chart during
reading
Lesson Review Questions

• Activity page 68
• Have students create their own needs

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

and wants chart.

Key Vocabulary: wants
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Core Lesson 2: Work and Jobs
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
•
•
•
•

•

•

6.1.4.C.3
Recognize that people work to
6.1.4.C.9
earn money.
6.1.4.C.10
Describe how people use money
to meet their needs.
Compare and contrast work for
pay and volunteer work.
Identify examples of goods and
services in the home, school, and
community.
Describe the requirements of
various jobs and the
characteristics of a job well
performed.
Describe how specialized jobs
contribute to the production of
goods and services.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess

money

•
•
•
•

12-15 minutes



business

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 6: Lesson 3 page 252A and
Page 274A
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Anticipation Guide on page 252A –
find out what children know about
why people work.
• Questions to Ask People at work
(page274A)

Activity

Key Vocabulary:

Instructional Resources/Materials

10-12 minutes

•
•

Read aloud pages 252 – 253
Discuss differences between working
and volunteering.
Revisit anticipation guide
Lesson Review Questions
Read aloud pages 274 – 275
Discuss different requirements people
must have in order to perform jobs
shown on story pages

• Activity page 64
• Have children make up job related
riddles for their peers to guess (page
275)

volunteer
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Core Lesson 3: Goods and Services
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DIstinquish between goods and
services.
Identify examples of goods and
services in the home, school, and
community.
Identify people who provide goods
and services
Identify ways people exchange
goods and services
Explain the importance of trade
with other countries
Describe how goods are moved
from place to place
Identify goods that Americans buy
from and sell to people in other
countries.

6.1.4.C.3
6.1.4.C.9

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

services

•
•
•
•

Activity

12-15 minutes

•
•
•
•

Evaluate/Assess

goods

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 6: Lesson 1 page 240A and Lesson 7
page 268A
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Pose study questions to children on
page 240A and 268A to prepare
children for lesson content



Key Vocabulary:

Instructional Resources/Materials

10-12 minutes

Read aloud pages 240 – 243
Discuss differences between a good
and a service
Revisit study questions
Lesson Review Questions
Read aloud pages 268 – 273
Review read and respond questions
as reading with children
Revisit study questions
Lesson Review Questions

• Activity page 61 and Activity page 70
• Play Move It! Game with Class
(page 273A)

trade
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Core Lesson 4: New Tools at Work
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 6: Lesson 4 page 254A

SWBAT:
•
•
•

Describe how technology has
changed the way people work.
Compare jobs now and long ago.
Recognize that some jobs
disappear, while new ones
become important.

6.1.4.C.9
6.1.4.C.16

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a KWL Chart about how jobs are
affected by technology

Activity

12-15 minutes



Evaluate/Assess

10-12 minutes

•
•
•
•

Read aloud pages 254 – 257
Add to KWL chart as reading
Lesson Review Questions
Have children think of more examples
of technology

• Activity page 65
• Create a Job Comparison Chart

(page 257A)

Key Vocabulary:

robot
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Core Lesson 5: People with Great Ideas
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 5: Lesson 8 page 210A and 216A

SWBAT:
6.1.4.C.16
•

•
•

Describe how household tools
and appliances have changed the
ways families live.
Identify historic figures who have
exhibited a love of inventiveness.
Describe how technology has
changed communication,
transportation, and recreation.

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a chart about tools people use in
their everyday lives
• Ask children to list different forms of
technology that help make life easier

Activity

12-15 minutes

• Read aloud pages 210 – 215
• Discuss how technology has changed

our lives
• Lesson Review Questions
• Revisit tools chart



Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess

10-12 minutes

• Read aloud pages 216 – 217
• Discuss other communication tools and
how they have changed over time
• Activity page 58
• Have students create an invention of

the future (page 215A)

Key Vocabulary:

technology

communication

transportation

recreation
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Content Area: Social Studies
Unit #5 “Americans Long Ago”

Grade Level : First

Interdisciplinary Connections: English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood.
21st Century Standards Career Ready Practices

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
21st Century Themes:
• Global Awareness
•Civic Literacy
21st Century Skills:
o ICT Literacy

Learning and Innovation Skills

Life and Career Skills
o Creativity and Innovation
o Flexibility and Adaptability

Think critically

Adapt to Change

Work Creatively with Others

Be Flexible

Implement Innovations
o Initiative and Self-Direction
o Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Manage Goals and Time

Reason Effectively

Work Independently

Use Systems Thinking

Be Self-directed Learners

Make Judgments and Decisions
o Social and Cross Cultural Skills

Solve Problems

Interact with others

Work Effectively in Diverse Teams
o Communication and Collaboration

Communicate Clearly
o Productivity and Accountability

Collaborate with Others

Manage Projects

Apply Technology Effectively

Produce Results
o Leadership and Responsibility

Information, Media and Technology Skills

Guide and Lead Others
o Information Literacy

Be Responsible to Others

Access and Evaluate Information

Use and Manage Information
Modifications for Various Learners: ESL, IEPs, 504s, Gifted and Talented: Visual Supports, Hands-On Activities, Rephrasing, Clarification of Directions, Student Redirection, Choice of Activities, MultiLeveled Questions, Extra Time, Technology Use
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Unit #5 “Americans Long Ago”
Standard and Cumulative Progress Indicators:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of
people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
 6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a nation, historically and today.
6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the
development of the United States government.
6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other regions of the United States
contributed to the American national heritage.
6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.
6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or individual perspectives.
6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.

Enduring Understanding:
 The history and purpose of the Declaration of Independence and
the United States Constitution are to keep structure
 Our country have symbols and national holidays that represent
our freedom
 Native Americans were the first people in America

Essential Questions:






What are the Declaration of Independence and the United States
Constitution?
Why are our country’s symbols important?
Why do we have national holidays?
How can one person make a difference?

Knowledge and Skills:
Students will…
 Identify Native Americans as the first people that lived in America and their culture, traditions and settlements
 Explain the relationship between Pilgrims and Native Americans
 Identify the contributions of historical figures such as George Washington who have influenced the nation and have exemplified good citizenship.
 Understand why Abraham Lincoln is considered a great President.
 Identify how the work of Martin Luther King Jr., changed America.
 National Holidays
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Demonstration of Learning:
 On a paper split into two draw a picture of George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln then write a fact about each president.
 On a Venn Diagram compare and contrast Native Americans and
Pilgrims.

Suggested Tasks and Activities:






Benchmark Assessment:


Unit 5 Assessment
o Vocabulary, Main Ideas and Performance Task




Technology Integration:
www.mrnussbaum.com
www.scholastic.com/thanksgiving

Poem: Write a poem about an American landmark or symbol.
Presentation: present an American hero, holiday, symbol or landmark
Virtual Field Trip: scholastic.com virtual tour
Classroom Chain: Give each child one strip of each color construction paper.
Choose one
Create class flags: Remind the children of the meaning of the symbols on the
American Flag. In groups the children create a flag to represent their class.
Have them brainstorm a list of symbols that could be used.
Historic Timeline: Mayflower. America ruled by England. American leaders
write the constitution. Use pictures and words to represent their historical
event.
Create a Holiday: think of a day to celebrate,

Resources:
Relevant Current Events in Elementary Magazines: Weekly Readers and/or Scholastic
News
Harcourt Horizons “About My World”

Suggested Literature:
 “The Statue of Liberty”- Susan Ashley
 “We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States” David
Catrow
 “Independence Day” David F. Marx
 “The Pledge of Allegiance: Symbols of Freedom
 “George Washington”- Wil Mara
 “A More Perfect Union: The Story of Our Constitution”- Betsy and Giulio
Maestro
 “America: A Patriotic Primer”- Lynne Cheney
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Core Lesson 1: Native Americans Then
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:
•

•

Recognize that Native Americans
were the first people in North
America and South America
Describe the voyage of
Christopher Columbus



6.1.4.D.1
6.1.4.D.3
6.1.4.D.19
6.1.4.D.20

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess

Key Vocabulary:

Instructional Resources/Materials
Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 5: Lesson 4 page 192A
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Use the Anticipation Guide to see
what children know about Native
Americans

10-12 minutes

•
•
•
•

Read aloud pages 192 – 195
Summarize Key Content as reading
Revisit anticipation guide
Lesson Review Questions

• Activity page 53
• Make a model of a house that members
of a Native American Group may have
lived in (page 195A)

explorer
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Core Lesson 2: Native Americans Now
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Grandmother’s Dreamcatcher by: Becky
Ray McCain

SWBAT:


Understand the culture and
traditions of modern day Native
Americans

6.1.4.D.1
6.1.4.D.3
6.1.4.D.19
6.1.4.D.20

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes




Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess
10-12 minutes

Key Vocabulary: tradition

Instructional Resources/Materials

Ask children what a dreamcatcher is?
Why are traditions and customs
important?

 Read aloud story to student’s
 As reading point out important
traditions and customs
 Discuss with children traditions and
customs they share with their family.
 Have students write and draw about an
important family tradition

culture
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Core Lesson 3: Native Americans and Pilgrims
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 5: Lesson 5 page 196A

SWBAT:
•
•

•

•

Explain how America was
started.
Describe the origins of selected
customs, holidays, and
celebrations of the community,
state, and nation.
Compare the observance of
holidays and celebrations past
and present.
Explain how selected
celebrations reflect an American
love of individualism and
freedom.


Key Vocabulary:

settler

6.1.4.D.1
6.1.4.D.3
6.1.4.D.6
6.1.4.D.12
6.1.4.D.17
6.1.4.D.19
6.1.4.D.20

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a KWL chart about Thanksgiving
and Independence Day.

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess

10-12 minutes

•
•
•
•

Read aloud pages 196 – 199
Summarize Key Content as reading
Revisit KWL
Discuss Lesson Review Questions

• Activity Page 54
• Have Children create a timeline
showing America’s History (page 199A)

freedom
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Core Lesson 4: New People Come to America
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

SWBAT:






6.1.4.D.1
Develop an understanding of the 6.1.4.D.3
concept of immigration
6.1.4.D.19
Compare and contrast
6.1.4.D.20

Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

5-7 minutes

Instructional Resources/Materials
Scholastic Online Activities:
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/im
migration/tour/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/im
migration/young_immigrants/

immigration stories of the past
with stories of the present
Create a class quilt
Create an immigration wall of
honor

 Explain to students what immigration is
 Invite students to share any stories
they have from their families
 Watch the interactive tour of Ellis



Activity

12-15 minutes

Island
 Guide and ask students questions as

Key Vocabulary:

immigration

Activity

12-15 minutes

Evaluate/Assess

10-12 minutes

watching.
 Discuss with students how immigration
is different today
 Watch Young Immigrants portion to
explore and Meet modern day
immigrants
 Create a class quilt to celebrate
student’s cultural backgrounds. Have
them draw an image that represents
their culture

culture
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Core Lesson 5: Celebrating History
Objectives

NJSLS

Segment

Time

Harcourt Horizons:
Unit 5: Lesson 6 page 200A

SWBAT:
•

•

•

6.1.4.D.6
Identify contributions of
6.1.4.D.12
historical figures who have
6.1.4.D.17
influenced the community, state, 6.1.4.D.20
and nation.
Identify characteristics of good
citizenship such as a belief in
justice and truth.
Describe the origins of selected
holidays and celebrations of the
community, state, and nation.



Introduction/
Anticipatory Set

Instructional Resources/Materials

5-7 minutes
Set the purpose & access prior knowledge
• Begin a chart about holiday’s that help
us remember our country’s history.

Activity

12-15 minutes

•
•
•
•

Evaluate/Assess

10-12 minutes

Read aloud pages 200 – 203
Discuss the important holidays our
country celebrates as reading.
Revisit Holiday chart
Lesson Review Questions

 Activity page 55
 Have students create an “I have a

Dream Poster” (page 203A)

Key Vocabulary:

veteran

peace
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