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The Class of 2017, ‘Small, but Mighty!’

n the longest day of the year,
Wednesday, June 21, the Pocantico
Hills School 85th Annual
Commencement honoring the Class of
2017 took place under a clear and beautiful
sky. This year, for the first time, the faculty
participated in the program, preceding the 23
graduates in the processional as the Pocantico
Hills Band played “Pomp and Circumstance.”
Family, friends, teachers, administrators and
members of the Board of Education, PTA
and Pocantico Hills School Foundation
looked on proudly.
Mr. Brown and Muriel welcomed the
attendees, and Student Government President
Ashakirin gave the graduation address. “We
will remember our cherished time here, the
lessons in leadership and meticulous class
work,” she said. “Though we will go separate
ways, the vast precious memories we have

made will keep us together. We are truly a
family.”
The Middle School Chorus then gave an
outstanding performance of “Lean on Me,”
followed by Carol Anne, the Harold Akley
Award Winner, who addressed the group.
She, too, spoke of family – those at home,
and the Pocantico family here at school.
“Pocantico is a family. We know each other in
a profound way,” she said.
“We are not your usual school. Because of
our size, our teachers can have a one-on-one
relationship with every student, which
boosts our comprehension. It means we
can participate in sports and musicals no
matter our level – try-outs are not required.
Our relationships here are unique and
incomparable. . . We are a puzzle coming
from many different countries. We are
diverse. Our grade is small, but mighty!”

When it was time for the presentation of
diplomas, in place of awards (which were
distributed at Awards Night), the ceremony
concentrated instead on “the lens of selfreflection,” as Mr. McVeigh explained. He
conveyed words by each graduate that
revealed their hopes for the future and their
feelings about the past.
Superintendent Carol Conklin-Spillane
closed the ceremony by acknowledging this
year’s retirees and encouraging the graduates
to challenge themselves, to stay committed, to
celebrate their victories and work hard. “We
know you; we have watched you grow, and
we have faith in you. Congratulations!”
After the ceremony, the students and guests
enjoyed a reception in the cafeteria planned
and presented by the PTA.

NYS Commissioner of Education Visits Our School

A

visit from NYS Commissioner of Education MaryEllen Elia and
Senior Deputy Commissioner for Education Policy Jhone Ebert
made June 5 an extra special day.

“Our district is delighted to have been selected a destination on
the commissioner’s tour of our region,” said Superintendent Carol
Conklin-Spillane.
The visitors received a warm welcome from administrators, teachers and
students, with several middle school students greeting and serving as
“ambassadors” of the school during the morning. Students presented gifts
that represented our school, and openly shared their feelings about their
experience as learners at Pocantico Hills School. They were asked to give
their advice and suggestions on programs here that they believe could
serve as models for schools throughout the state.
Teachers shared samples of student work and how they have benefited
this year from collaboration with SWBOCES consultants, who support
professional development, curriculum alignment and programs such as
Writer’s Workshop (see pp. 4-5).
The group then toured the school, ending in the STEM room with
the eighth graders in the Innovation and Design class. (See story, back
cover.) They shared their 3D models, project journals and PowerPoint
presentations and explained some of their inventions, which essentially
seek solutions to everyday problems.

‘Moving Up’ Goes
Outdoors

T

he moving-up ceremony on the last day of school is truly a rite
of passage, and this year it became a bit more holistic as students
in grades K through 4 grouped together on the green top for
the event. The outdoor location made it possible for a hawk to attend,
which was quite the special touch! He perched atop one of the lights as
students lined up behind their current grade level banner, were greeted
by Mr. Brown and then passed their banners to the new class. Each
grade officially met the grade-level teachers who escorted them to the
classrooms they will be in come September. Teacher teams met together
with their new students, explained a bit about what students can expect
in the coming year and answered their questions. “We hope this provides
time for the kids to get excited about next year and the teachers they
will be working with,” said Mrs. DePaola, who was involved with the
planning of the event. Individual class assignments will be mailed
in August.

2

Group shot of Pocantico Hills School Superintendent Carol
Conklin-Spillane (on left) with NYS Commissioner of Education
MaryEllen Elia (center) and Senior Deputy Commissioner for
Education Policy Jhone Ebert (right) with teachers and student
ambassadors.
Before leaving, the officials were given replicas of the Freedom Tower
that students created using the 3D printer, and also plants that had been
grown in the school garden.

Bravo for ‘Curtains Up!’

T

he Pocantico Hills School Foundation’s “Curtains Up!”
Fundraiser at Captain Lawrence Brewing Company on
Friday, June 2, was a huge success, raising approximately
$12,000 to help with renovations for the school auditorium.
The Foundation thanks everyone who participated, either by
attending or donating items for the auction. “We are so grateful
for the many kind and generous people in our community who
contributed in so many ways to our event,” said Foundation
President Eric Lebenson.
In photos, Foundation Chair Eric Lebenson (l.) with Mike Risko
of the Risko Band and Vice President Patty Butter Sabety(l.) with
Shannon Algiere.

A New Look for Awards Night

A

wards Night this year had a new look to it, taking place in the
air-conditioned auditorium and combining both middle school
and graduation awards in one evening. It was a fast-paced
evening as middle school students were recognized for their academic
and service achievements over the year, including National Junior Honor
Society, and graduating eighth graders were honored with their special
recognition awards. “Our award winners are deserving of these tributes,”
said Superintendent Carol Conklin-Spillane. “May you continue to strive
for excellence, and may the evening inspire you for continued success.”

The legacy awards were given to eighth-graders for their scholarship,
effort, attitude, creativity, leadership, humanitarianism and much
more. They were listed individually in the graduation program.
Sixth and seventh-graders were also honored for academic
achievement and community service. Additionally, Therese
DeChaves presented the Pocantico Hills Foundation Scholarships to
three deserving high school seniors: Seher Hussain, Saroja Rao and
Andres Sanchez.
Congratulations to all our award-winning students!

Celebrating Pocantico’s High School Graduates, Congratulations Class of 2017
It’s another milestone year for our 2013
graduates who are entering college this year.
Here, the colleges they are attending and the
awards they have received:

Briarcliff High School
Dustin Adams / College TBD /
Physical Education Department Award
Maria Banos / University at Buffalo the State
University of NY
Karina Cruz / Keiser University
John Dineen / Gettysburgh
Carly Fanelli / Quinnipiac University
Diego Gutierrez / State University of NY
at Albany
Sharon Halevi / University of Maryland
Loren Haukova / Boston College
Brendon Julie / Manhattan College
Amelia Leahy / University of South Carolina
David Macca / University of New Hampshire
at Durham
Samantha Manimala / Stony Brook
University / Physical Education Department
Award
Kelly Marchese / Northeastern University /
C. Wright Mills Award
Ashley Pagan / State University of NY
at Albany
Anjli Patel / Colgate University
Abel Pena / Westchester Community College
Karuna Philip / University at Buffalo the
State University of NY
Megan Powers / West Virginia University
Saroja Rao / University at Buffalo the State
University of NY / Student Council Officers’
Award; American Legion Post 1054 of
Briarcliff Manor Award

Kayla Rockefeller / Tulane University
Deaglan Ries / College of St. Rose /
Commitment to Studies English 12
Tatyana Rossi / Sacred Heart University
Angelina Ruotolo / Westchester Community Sleepy Hollow High School
College
Heidy Arana / UCONN
Andres Sanchez / Syracuse University
Margaret Cusanelli / Binghamton University /
Mary Scott / Middlebury College / Norma P.
Margaret Dawson Memorial Award,
Fey Scholarship Award
Superintendent’s Award
Charlotte Segal / Union College / Outstanding
Daniel Downes / Hunter College / Social
Musicianship Award, NYSSBA All-State
Studies Department Award, Herms
Conference Award, NYS Theatre Arts Award
Achievement Award, Nancy Jo Abeles
Calista Sheehan / Marymount Manhattan
Foundation Award
College (Business)
Alexandra Newbey / State University of NY
Harrison Singer / Syracuse University
at Albany
Emily Stolecki / Westchester Community
DJ Owen / James Madison University / Herms
College
Achievement Award, Superintendent’s Award
Xiomara Torres / Norwich University /
Juliette Phillips / Pennsylvania State
KSA Book Scholarship
University / Sleepy Hollow Student
Alexis Vacca / Sacred Heart University
Government Good Citizen Award,
Katherine Wislocki / San Diego State
Superintendent’s Award
University
Emma Shapera / University of Vermont /
Lin Xie / Cornell University
Mike Thomas Memorial Scholarship, Julie
Wolf Sportsmanship Award
Pleasantville High School
Owen Steele / Stony Brook University / Sunny
Vincent Depolito / Employment
Aftab Memorial Scholarship
Seher Hussain / St. John’s University /
Friends of STEM Award
Jack Starkey / Colgate University / Frederick
M. Breitbarth Memorial Scholarship,
Miles Johnson / Syracuse University /
Superintendent’s Award
Speech and Debate Award
Fabian Tovar / University at Buffalo
Jonathan Kyriakidis / Manhattanville
College / All Section Soccer
Ethan Wilens / Rensselaer Polytechnic
Isabelle Minerva / Pennsylvania State
Institute / Frederick M. Breitbarth Memorial
University / Tina Gambino Sports Award,
Scholarship, Herms Achievement Award,
Award for Excellence in Technical Theatre
Principal’s Award for Leadership &Academics,
RPI Leadership Scholarship, Unsung Hero
Michael O’Brien / Westchester Community
Award, Superintendent’s Award
College
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We Celebrate Writing through the Grades

he study of English Language Arts is of paramount importance in the educational journey of our children. Here at Pocantico Hills School,
we take this instruction very seriously and are committed to making our program the best it can be. With the support of our teachers and
staff, outside writing consultants and our administrators, we are providing our students with a variety of literary experiences throughout all
content area and all grade levels. Here, we take a look at some of the writing experiences and celebrations that were held throughout the year.

We begin with the culmination of the journey: the Auto-Bio Project
that the eighth-graders called, “Our Journey of Self-Discovery.”
Presented in the school library on May 25, with parents, family and
teachers on hand to share in the celebration, it was an exceptional
evening. The Class of 2017 shared their life stories through writing
they had crafted that showcased narratives, personal essays, reflections,
poetry and letters. The students worked on creative writing as well
as argumentative and informational texts. They were inspired by the
courage and optimism that they saw in individuals about whom they
read, from notables such
as Sonia Sotomayor, who
overcame incredible odds
to reach the position of
Supreme Court justice,
to journalist Tim Russert,
Jr., and Nobel Peace Prize
winner, Malala Yousafzai.
They interviewed family
members and researched
the year in which they
were born.
These autobiographies took many forms, including “A Defining
Moment,” as well as Wikipedia entries where students forecast their
future biographies, and computer presentations.
In every way, the event showed our students are well prepared for the
rigorous demands of high school. During the evening, eighth-grade
English teacher Mrs. DiMartino, who is retiring this year, stood like a
proud parent watching her children move on to the next stage of their
lives. This project has been “the journey of a lifetime,” she said. “Now,
as we prepare for the next leg of our life’s journey, we see the world and
ourselves through a new lens,” she said. “The future is ours.”
The grade 8 “Auto-Bio
Project” is a natural
outgrowth of the
grade 7 curriculum
that guides students
throughout the year
to ultimately create
a Final Portfolio,
under the eye of Mrs.
DiMartino (who also
taught seventh-grade).
This portfolio is the
compilation of work and reflections designed to showcase their growth
and learning for the whole year. It serves as a final assessment in lieu of a
final exam, giving the students control over the grade, and empowering
them to become independent learners.
The portfolio covers the skills and texts that students read and
worked on over the year, including annotating a short story and then
completing a graphic organizer and short and extended responses
about it. It includes explicating a poem, a sample of creative writing,
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and self-reflections as a reader, writer, student and individual. Level B
Common Core Vocabulary is utilized. These portfolios must reveal high
standards, showing pride and dignity in the products. They are due in
June and are evaluated on content/analysis, development, organization,
language use and mechanics.
But while this amazing writing journey
culminates in grades 7 and 8, it starts much
sooner, beginning in kindergarten when the
children are introduced to the very basic
concepts of language. What follows is a snapshot
of how writing develops through the grades, and
we start with Kindergarten.
Publishing an autobiography as a kindergarten
student is an event to be celebrated, and that’s
exactly what happened at the Kindergarten
Publishing Party that was held for the students
and their families in June. Teachers Mrs. Wiley
and Mrs. Povemba greeted families and students who arrived for the
evening party, during which all the autobiographies were displayed for
the parents to peruse. The laminated books included several topics: All
about me, what I like, what I can do, when I grow up and my special
fact. Parents enjoyed reading the books that revealed their children want
to grow up to be everything from architects to dentists, and are special
for many reasons, including that they can ride a bike, read, or swim.
Most books were dedicated to parents and siblings, but occasionally,
a pet, too! Students worked on these books for several weeks as a
culminating activity after a year of using the Writer’s Workshop format
to learn the art of writing. They start in September with “thinking,
saying and sketching,” explained Mrs. Povemba. “When the children
learn phonics and sight words, they are able to write in complete
sentences.” Also on display, painted pizza boxes held the portfolio of
their work over the year. “Writer’s Workshop is creating continuity
across the grades,” said Mrs. Wiley. “Students build on the skills and
format they learn here throughout their education.”
First-graders celebrated their year of writing at the end of the “Expert”
unit in May, when they chose a subject that they feel confident or
“expert” about, and then wrote a book about that subject. The books
vary in length depending on content (usually 5-6 pages long) and
subjects included pattern books, small moment books, expert books and
opinion books. Mrs. Hongell explained that the children are learning to
write using a new format to organize their thoughts, one that is visual
rather than linear. “Our writing consultant is excellent at showing us
how best to approach
this method.” Students
then presented their
finished and bound
books to the whole
class, where each had
an opportunity to go
around the room and
read their classmates’
books and then leave

compliments for the writer. “They were excited to read what everyone
had written,” said Mrs. Fitzpatrick, “And it was fun for us to see such
sweet compliments.”
For the second-graders in Mrs. Rollman’s and Ms. Bryce’s classes,
writing was celebrated with a poetry podcast and a poetry slideshow,
which were the culmination of the poetry unit that began in April.
April is National Poetry Month. The teachers, with the help of a
consultant and Mrs. Gordon
and Mrs. Morotti, used the
Writer’s Workshop approach
in a collaborative process that
showcased the students’ work.
Along with writing and recording
poems about family members
that included moms, dads, sisters,
brothers and other relatives, the
students created portraits of their
subjects to accompany the poetry.
The readings were recorded
and turned into a podcast that
featured each child reading the poem with the portrait displayed. The
slideshow revealed the writing process utilized to create the poems and
artwork. Families came on May 19 to view the work, hear the podcast
and share in the fun.
Our third-graders celebrated writing in a collaborative project that
combined Women’s History Month and art, too. Three famous female
artists provided the focus for the project. Students in both Mrs. Baer’s
and Mrs. Occhicone’s classes viewed some famous works by Georgia
O’Keefe, Mary Cassatt and Grandma Moses. They then chose the
artist whose work they admired the most, and for several weeks worked
together in small
groups doing research
to learn about their
artist’s life and write a
paper. The students’
research included the
artist’s biography,
family life and other
work she did before
becoming an artist,
with an “Interesting
Facts” section about
the artist. Simultaneously, in art, Mrs. Morotti worked with each “artist
group” to recreate a famous painting by their chosen artist. All teachers
felt that the work was worthy of a gallery-style setting, so both the
artworks and the papers went on display on panels near the third-grade
classrooms, where they were until the end of school.
The Writer’s Workshop has proven to be very successful in fourth
grade. Both Mrs. Lebenson and Mrs. Doane found that the students
enjoyed crafting both a narrative story as well as an informational
article. After completing the first
unit, a Personal Narrative, the
fourth-graders and their teachers
hosted a writing celebration with
Mrs. Rollman’s and Mrs. Bryce’s
second-graders. The collaboration
began with the fourth-graders
presenting their Writer’s
Notebooks and sharing the
writing process that led to their

narratives. They then buddied-up with a second-grader so they could
share their stories. Mrs. Bryce found it interesting, and Mrs. Rollman
commented on how wonderful it was to see the students grow into
writers and see how far they have come in their writing.
The fifth-graders also used a gallery format to present their writing
this year, though the word “gallery” here is used in a non-traditional
way. This was an interactive classroom event where families and students
strolled quietly through the fifth-grade classrooms, reading works of
writing on students’ desks and offering feedback via post-it notes.
“We are honoring the writing
process and the journey the
students are on,” said ELA
teacher Ms. Lombardo. “A
writing celebration demonstrates
the communities’ desire to
share and the value of being
heard. That is why it is so
very important for us to come
together and celebrate.” The
students wrote two narratives,
one a memoir and one science
fiction, in a process that included
research in published works in
the genres. They learned how to
brainstorm and collect ideas for a
“seed.” Then they drafted, revised
and edited to craft two original pieces. These finished pieces, as well as
the writing notebook, drafts and other materials the students produced,
were on display. This event celebrated their budding tech savviness
as well, with technology lessons woven into their academic periods.
Memoirs were digitally published using Microsoft Sway and science
fiction “teasers” were designed using Microsoft Publisher. “The kids
have really taken off with their devices. They work through the bumps
in the road and that itself is an invaluable skill,” Mr. Suarez shared.
The sixth-grade Spring Writing Celebration on May 9 was the
culmination to an in-depth writing unit that began in March on an
informational topic. Parents and family who attended the celebration
got a look into the writing process and its results. The subject of the
unit, Age of Exploration, explores a time period in world history that
saw a period of exploration and expanded trade around the world
through the eyes of explorers and inventions. With Ms. Garrido
leading them, the students began the unit with immersion into the
topic by exploring images. The next stages included generating ideas,
organizing research, and collecting notes using print and digital sources.
Students learned how to decide
which sources are credible
and reliable. They utilized
content-specific vocabulary
and considered author’s
purpose to create a draft of the
work, making sure categories
linked back to their purpose.
Revisions followed to consider
word choice, writing with a
voice of authority and how
sentence variety can create powerful writing. Finally, the students were
ready to publish the work by creating a website on Weebly.com. Other
writing was also showcased in folders where they presented personal
narratives, creative writing, essays, arguments, science writing and other
work they created in sixth grade.
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We Celebrate Pocantico Traditions
Truck Day takes to the sky

Student photographers show their work

Truck Day gets better every year, and this year will be hard
to top! Thanks to Danielle Preiser, a Pocantico parent who
has organized the event for the last five years, a helicopter
participated in the annual event that has been a long-standing
tradition.

The area outside the school library turned into a gallery on May
16 as the annual Photography Show went on exhibition. The
show is the culmination
of a year’s involvement
in the Photography
Club, which had 34
students in grades
four through seven
participating, with
teachers Laura Garrido
and Amie Doane acting
as mentors.

The whole school came out to see the landing of the
Westchester County Police Aviation helicopter to make it a
most exciting morning at school! Grades PreK through 5 then
toured the other “Big Rigs” inside and out, with professionals
sharing information about the trucks and their work, answering
questions and making the students comfortable with the
vehicles.
Thanks to all the community members who made this a most
memorable day!

The students captured
their images during
field trips to the Rockefeller State Park Preserve, the New York
Botanical Garden and Wilkens Farm in Yorktown. Subjects
showed originality and artistry, ranging from flowers and
landscapes to interiors and even farm equipment.
“We focus on teaching students photography basics that
include composition and techniques such as lighting, focusing
and framing,” said Ms. Garrido, who, with Mrs. Doane, has
been advisor to the club since they started it in 2006. After the
show, the photos go on display throughout the school.

‘Charlotte’s Web’ – 17 and still going
strong!

Art Show reflects creativity and skill
The Annual Art Show has long been a big part of the graduation
tradition here at Pocantico Hills School. It was held in the
school for the first time, just outside the library on May 25. The
students’ outstanding paintings of Hudson River Landscapes
reflected how much the students had learned about art.
Each piece on display is a culminating project that brings art
appreciation and the creative process together. Viewing the
show that was mounted gallery style throughout the halls,
visitors could see that our students graduate with a high level of
art appreciation, creativity and skill. Kudos to art teacher Jolene
Morotti and all our student artists!
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The timeless classic, “Charlotte’s Web,” has been an annual
second-grade tradition for 17 years, with proud parents filling
the auditorium to see the production every time. But while some
elements remain the same, such as the basic script (Charlotte
saves Wilbur every year!), others change, such as the size of the
cast. This year, the small class size (23 with 17 girls) required
that some students had to play more
than one role, and girls had to play
roles typically performed by boys. “We
had to eliminate some roles, too,” said
second-grade teacher Mrs. Rollman,
“but the students played all the parts
very well.” Mrs. Rollman kicked off
the tradition in 2001 as a classroom
play, and the next year, it went on stage.
“Charlotte’s Web” has, of course, been
going strong ever since. Mrs. Rollman
and second-grade teacher Mrs. Bryce
prepared the students for the show, with
Mrs. DePaola accompanying on piano.
Therese de Chaves, who is on the Board
of the Pocantico Hills Foundation, has
been an avid backstage supporter of the
production since its inception when
her son appeared in the production.
She makes sure every detail is just right.
“Every child has a role, and every child
has a speaking part,” she said. “This is
a wonderful tradition that links all the
grades over time,” she said.

Passing the Torch

A

s the school year winds down, we take this time to recognize our teachers, staff and Board members for their years
of service. We welcome our new principal, and fondly say goodbye to those who are retiring and moving to the
next stage in their lives. All were recognized at the Board of Education meeting on June 13.
To each of you, we say, thank you for being part of our Pocantico family.

Welcome Brent Harrington
We welcome our new principal, Brent Harrington, who was appointed to the position by the Board of Education
on May 23. He comes to us with years of experience in school administration and leadership, most recently in the
Haldane Central School District, where he was both elementary and middle school principal since 2011. Prior to
that, he was assistant principal in the Hastings-on-Hudson School District as well as an 8th grade U.S. History
teacher in the same district. Prior to Hastings, he taught social studies in several Westchester County districts. Mr.
Harrington honed his leadership skills as coordinator of instructional technology in Hastings, where he led districtlevel professional development on that topic.
Mr. Harrington’s educational credentials are impressive. He holds several master’s degrees (MA Politics and
Education; MA History; MS Educational Administration), as well as NYS certifications (Social Studies 7-12; School
Building Leadership; School District Leadership) and is currently a doctoral candidate in Executive Leadership.
Welcome to the Pocantico family, Principal Harrington!

Service Award Recipients

A special thank you to Adam Brown

We acknowledge the service of these staff members and
teachers on this special milestone in their Pocantico
careers:

As we welcome Mr. Harrington on board, we also thank
Adam Brown for his years of stewardship to the District as
Interim Principal. He has kept
Pocantico School on a steady
course over the last few years. “I
want to say how proud I am to
be part of the Pocantico family,
and I look forward to my future
years here,” said Mr. Brown, who
was joined at the Board meeting
by his wife and children. Under
the new administrative structure,
Mr. Brown will be Director
of Curriculum, Instruction &
Technology/CIO.

•
•
•
•

Patty McVeigh 20 years
Gina Downes 10 years
Sheila DePaola 10 years
Lory Rollman 20 years

For your years of service
to Pocantico Hills School
District, we thank you!

Thank you
Board
Members
To Joan Cusanelli who
leaves the Board after
six years and Peter
Basha who departs after
three, we say thank you
for all the hours you
have served (with no compensation) in your
support of public education, your commitment
to educational excellence and your dedicated
leadership in enhancing the quality of education
for all students on the District.

Best Wishes
to our
Retirees!

Congratulations to all for a job well
done, and all the best in retirement!
Retiring teachers are:
Jerry Lucadamo,
instrumental music,
retiring after 29 years.
Madeline McDougal,
special education, 24 years.

This year, we say
goodbye to five
long-time teachers
and our chief
groundsman.

Annamarie Mancini,
Spanish, 14 years.

Marilyn Sable,
French, 17 years.

Stephanie DiMartino,
grades 7-8 ELA, 15 years.

Gregory Whitaker
(chief groundsman) is also
retiring after 37 years.
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Sports Night Celebrates Our Athletes

T

he annual Sports Awards Program on Monday, June 12, recognized our teams
and all the progress they made through the year. Athletic Director George Cancro
complimented the athletes for the wonderful year they had, and said it was really a
pleasure to work with these Pocantico students. “This is a great group of kids, and parents,
you can be proud of how they played and practiced.” He recognized the volleyball team
for placing third in the Sleepy Hollow tournament and more importantly, winning the
sportsmanship award.

Baseball, Coach James Hoffman: Coach’s
Award: both Brett and Justin.

Softball, Coach Melissa Paupst: Coach’s Award:
both Shennah and Asha.

Dr. Cancro noted that of the 55 students in grades 7 and 8, a full 41 student athletes
competed in the modified sports program.
“The eighth-graders all set a very good example for the seventh graders who, next year,
will be the leaders of our
program,” he said.
Students received trophies,
pins and letters for their
participation in their teams.
Pocantico athletes also
participated in Lacrosse with
Pleasantville (Softball was a
combined team with Briarcliff ).
Congrats to all!
Volleyball, Coach Mo Gallery: Most Improved: both Jamie and Kayla.

Boys Basketball, Coach Lloyd Brown: MVP: both Girls Basketball, Coach Melissa Paupst: Coach’s
Award: Annie; Most Improved: Laura.
Jacob and Oliver.

Boys Soccer, Coach J.R. Gallery (could not
attend): Coach’s Award: Jacob; MVP: Peter.

Girls Soccer, Coach Cathryne DiPietrantonio
(could not attend): Team Player: Muriel; Most
Improved: Melanie.

Invention Expo Rocks!

T

here was lots of buzz in the library on June 14 as our eighthgraders shared their inventions with the sixth and seventh-graders
as the culminating activity to their year
as inventors in the Innovation and Design
course. The Expo was an opportunity for
the eighth-graders to share their ideas with
younger students, who were excited by the
prospect of becoming inventors themselves.
Three of our high school seniors came to the
expo to hear presentations and, using defined
criteria, act as judges on their validity.
The course began three years ago and is now
embedded in the eighth-grade curriculum.
Taught by guidance counselor James McVeigh,

science teacher Vincent Cook and FACS teacher Ilana Brennan, it teaches
students about the invention and entrepreneurship process, guiding them
toward designing an actual invention or
innovation, and then learning how to
market it.
Some of the inventions utilized prototypes
created using the 3D printer and included
new products that would help the
consumer wash dishes, charge cellphones
and keep the kitchen cool while cooking.
Notarized and stamped Inventors
Notebooks were also displayed. Inventors,
get ready!

