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Icahn Charter School 3
Together we can achieve the extraordinary

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents,
Welcome back to the new school year! I look forward to a successful school year where our students
grow both academically and emotionally. On September 27th there will be Curriculum Night. Each
teacher will explain the various programs that Icahn 3 students will be utilizing to ensure that they are
College and Career Ready. Icahn 3 is excited to launch its STEAM program for the 2018-19 school year.
Students will tackle real-world issues and apply design thinking while collaborating with their peers.
Students will begin this journey by utilizing Lego bricks and coding software to enhance the science
curriculum. We look forward to giving our students the power to create and command their own robotic
Lego creatures, vehicles, machines and inventions.

Sincerely yours,
Marcia Glattstein
Principal

Save the Date!
10/1/18

10/8/18

10/15/18

10/26/18

Afterschool
starts for K-2

Columbus Day
No School

Professional
Development Day
No School

Marking Period 1
Ends

11/5/18

11/6/18

11/13/18

Picture Day

Election Day
No School

Parent Teacher
Conferences
1pm-6 pm

Elementary Edition

September/October 2018

Kindergarten
Welcome to Kindergarten at Icahn Charter School 3! All of the anxieties about
a new adventure will soon disappear as your child begins to make important discoveries
within the classroom. This year your child will complete one of the most important
milestones of his/her life. We are looking forward to working with you and your child and
helping them to achieve his/her full potential. Our days will be filled with many wonderful experiences
and opportunities to learn and grow. Kindergarten is a year of growing socially, emotionally, physically
and intellectually. Your involvement, interest, and enthusiasm will help make this a wonderful year full
of growth for you and your child. Take a moment to imagine the kindergarten world: letters, numbers,
stories, learning through socialization among peers. Imagination and creativity are everywhere.
Moreover, at this early stage of learning, it is important to set routines in your child's life. Try to set
aside time each day to discuss what your child did in school. As you talk with your child about their
day, make sure to celebrate their best effort on the work they do.
Over the past couple of weeks, your child has been learning the routines in our classroom. Right
now we are focusing on letter-sound recognition, counting, and writing numbers from 1-10! The
students are engaging in center activities where they build and enhance skills such as letter writing and
number recognition.
For the next month, your child will continue to be involved in activities where they continue to build
on letter-sound recognition, forming and writing sentences, and counting up to 20. These skills are also
enhanced through the use of appropriate technology; students are able to use IPads, Chromebooks,
and the SmartBoard to expand on the aforementioned skills. As part of our science unit, students are
exploring different aspects of weather. As we explore, students will be gathering information and
answering many interesting questions.
With your consistent involvement, we can make this a great, successful year for your child. Please
make sure to check your child’s homework folders. There you will find information regarding what the
children are doing in the classroom, important announcements and dates, and resources that you can
use at home for additional practice for your child. If you have any questions or concerns, do not
hesitate to contact us! Thank you for your support thus far and we look forward to a great year!
K 011 Mrs. Ferrer (yferrer@ccics.org)
K-012 Ms. Valentzas (jvalentzas@ccics.org)
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1 Grade
It has been a very exciting and busy few weeks in
first grade. We have been getting to know each other,
learning our classroom procedures and diving into our curriculum! In
reading, we are practicing short vowel sounds, as well as finding key
details in a text. In math, we are adding numbers up to 10. In science, we
are exploring how animals defend themselves. In writing, we are writing
friendly letters. Our students have been working very hard and are off to a
great start!
Each morning, we are working on building our reading stamina during
100 Book Challenge. Please remember to establish a daily reading routine
at home. Students should be reading for at least 30 minutes each night,
which is 2 steps on their reading log.
We have a wonderful year ahead of us. We look forward to seeing
you at Parent/Teacher Conferences on November 13th from 1-6pm. Thank
you for all of your continued support!
101- Ms. Weiss
102-Ms. Zenkewich

jweiss@ccics.org
lzenkewich@ccics.org
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2 Grade
It has been a pleasure beginning the school year with many new
learners in the second grade. Our main focus is that all students reach
their goals by being consistent, attentive and using their higher order thinking skills.
We aim to make learning engaging, enthusiastic and fun! As second grade
mathematicians, we have learned many strategies to assist us in solving one and twodigit addition and subtraction problems. Throughout the year, we will be learning about
place value, geometry, money, fractions, and telling time.
During ELA, we will learn how to become great readers by emerging ourselves
in various types of texts, identifying text features, and applying comprehension skills
and strategies. Every morning, our second graders read during 100 Book Challenge
for 30 minutes. Please remember to continue to coach your children at home. This
school year we will also become wonderful authors by writing in various styles and
learning mechanics and proper grammar. In science, students will be studying various
plant and animal habitats. They will be engaged in hands on learning and will be
experimenting. We will investigate a wide variety of other topics during the year such
as Earth’s Systems, moon phases, water cycle, and the human body.
We anticipate a great year and look forward to each and every day! Feel free to
contact us regarding any comments, questions or concerns.
201-Ms. Gallo
kgallo@ccics.org
202-Ms. Berman sberman@ccics.org
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3 Grade
What a great start we have had! We have been busy getting ourselves
organized and adjusting to the rigor of 3rd grade. Your child will be taking
their first state exams this spring. The third grade team, made up of primary
teachers, supportive staff and administration are committed to ensuring that your child has the
skills and stamina needed to do well on these assessments.
Students will complete CGI, Cognitively Guided Instruction daily. CGI is an approach to
teaching mathematics that is guided by student thinking. Students are given opportunities to
share and learn from their peers. Focusing on what the question is asking, what operation is
being used and answering problems using precise language are essential skills that will benefit the
students when taking assessments and beyond.
Students will learn many writing methods this year, the first being opinion writing.
Students will learn how to state their opinion and give reasons and examples to support their
opinion.
The third grade is using the RAPP (Restate, Answer, Prove it, Proofread) method of
responding to daily writing. RAPP helps the children remember all the components needed in
their answer.
Our students are ecstatic about our new science curriculum, Amplify Science. Students are
able to interact with the science curriculum through experiments and hands-on activities. During
our Forces and Motion unit, students are able to manipulate magnets furthering their
understanding of a magnetic field and how they attract and repel. They will also watch videos,
create their own predictions of why something happens, and research and explore through
discovery based learning.
As a reminder, we are here to discuss any questions or concerns you might have about this
upcoming year, the classroom, or your child in particular. We look forward to an outstanding
year partnering with you for your child’s success.
Sincerely,
Ms. D’Addario (mtencza@ccics.org) & Ms. Silvestri (ssilvestri@ccics.org)
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4 Grade
Fourth grade is so excited to kick off our school year! It is going to be a very
thrilling year, full of learning and excitement.
In Language Arts, we have been focusing on identifying the problem and solutions
of fiction and nonfiction texts. We have also been practicing summarizing important parts of
texts. Since the first week of school, we have been enforcing the importance of giving at least two
details when answering short response questions so that our students are fully prepared for their
state exam later in the school year.
The 100 Book Challenge program has begun and our students are off to a great start. It is very
important that students read for at least 30 minutes while they are in school and an additional 30
minutes at home each night. As their coach at home, we encourage you to monitor their reading time
and ask questions about what they have read and sign their logs accordingly. We look forward to
celebrating their reading achievements later on in the year.
Our fourth-grade authors have started writing opinion pieces on whether or not we should
have zoos. They are learning how to develop an argument and support it with evidence to make a
convincing point.
Our mathematicians have been exploring place values of multi-digit numbers. Students have
been exploring many different ways to round numbers. Starting next week, we will be learning how to
add and subtract multi-digit numbers.
Our fourth-grade scientists have been identifying and describing the three states of matter.
They will be experimenting with different ways to measure matter and how the states of matter
change throughout the water cycle system.
We look forward to watching your child grow this year! Please feel free to contact us with any
questions or concerns.
401 Ms. Lynch–
mlynch@ccics.org
402 Ms. Forsythe –
mforsythe@ccics.org

Elementary Edition

September/October 2018

th

5 Grade
We had a great beginning of the year! Our 5 graders have been working hard and
have been adjusting to the new routines of the classrooms. They show dedication and
excitement for all of the work and opportunities ahead.
5 grade is an important and exciting year. The work becomes more rigorous and
the students are held accountable for their work and their grades. We hold them to high
expectations, and with your continued efforts and support they will be successful.
We will continue the 100 Book Challenge Program. Students will read 30 minutes
in school and children are required to read at least 30 minutes at home. Please remember
to sign their reading logs.
In math, we will be working on various properties of multiplication. We will also
continue to review multi-digit multiplication and division. Please support your children in
practicing their multiplication and division facts and skills. The students work to complete
word problems from EngageNY, to practice their skills and to become familiar with
testing format.
In English Language Arts, students are reviewing and practicing various reading
comprehension strategies. Students are working to build reading stamina and confidence.
In writing, students are focusing on argumentative writing. The students are practicing
finding facts to back up their opinions.
In Science we are studying Earth and space with our new Amplify science program!
We look forward to getting to know the students better and to have a fun and
successful year. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us.
Take care!
th

th

5-501 Ms. Eaton-Duncombe (kduncombe@ccics.org) &
5-502 Ms. Geiter (vgeiter@ccics.org)
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6 Grade
Happy Fall 6th Grade Parents!
Students are settling nicely into 6th grade! This past week, the students took their ELA and Math IReady Diagnostic Exams. We will be using the results of this exam, along with classwork, homework,
formal, and informal assessments, to guide our instruction for the year. Students will be working on Math
and ELA I-Ready for 45 minutes a week. I-Ready will supplement what we are already doing in class. Our
goal is to help students work to their fullest potential, and be as prepared as possible for the state exams in the
spring.
We have just begun an ELA unit on analyzing characters, plot, and setting in short stories. The
students will work to understand how the setting affects the characters and sets the mood of the overall story.
In math, we have been working on dividing fractions. The students have been analyzing word problems and
thinking critically about the different ways to solve complex problems. Soon we will begin working with
decimals. In science, we have started examining microbiomes to answer the unit question: How can having
100 trillion microorganisms on and in the human body keep us healthy? In writing, students have started
learning about the structure of an editorial. They have begun to think about and research topics in which they
are passionate about. They will eventually create their own editorials that persuade their readers.
We look forward to the upcoming year together! Please feel free to contact us with any questions or
concerns.
In partnership,
Mrs. Rubin and Mr. Lynch
6-601 Mrs. Rubin
(rpoltorak@ccics.org)

6-602 Mr. Lynch
(malynch@ccics.org)

