Instructional Focus (2017-2018)
When teachers plan daily lessons aligned to learning objectives
that reflect significant cognitive challenge and incorporate writing,
multiple formative assessment practices supported by actionable,
specific and timely feedback, students will demonstrate a deeper
understanding in all subjects and make their thinking visible.
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From the Principal’s Desk
Dear QHSS Families,
I hope you have been enjoying the warmer weather and in increase in daylight. We are very much looking forward to the
spring and to a successful end of the school year.
The months of January and February were quite busy for us. Although we only had a few weeks of school in January, students worked tirelessly to prepare for final examinations. During Regents week, a number of students attending tutoring and
make-up classes. We even had a small group of students from No Place for Hate facilitate a professional development for our
teachers on conflict resolution. A few weeks ago, they also visited all the classes to talk to the students about their program.
While students were at home, teachers participated in a series of professional development opportunities aligned to our CEP
goals. Some of these included a Mental Health Aid Training workshop and strategies for implementing writing across the
disciplines.
I would like to thank all the families who participated in the School Quality Review meetings on February 1, 2018. As I
mentioned to you, the school was evaluated by Dr. Carlos Perez, Jr. over the course of two days in three categories. Below
are the preliminary ratings. The final report and ratings will be available in the upcoming months. Once I have that information, I will share it with you.
Instructional Core:
1.1 Curriculum

Proficient

1.2 Pedagogy

Proficient

2.2 Assessment

Proficient

School Culture:
1.4. Positive Environment

Well-developed

3.4 High Expectations

Well-developed

Systems for Improvement:
1.3 Leveraging Resources

Well-developed

3.1 Teacher Goals and Action Plans

Proficient

4.1. Teacher Support and Supervision

Proficient

4.2 Teacher Teams and Leadership Development

Proficient

5.1 Monitoring and Revising Systems

Proficient

These ratings indicate that we are on the right track and the school has been making a lot of progress. They are much higher
than the ratings the school received three years on this evaluation. I urge you to continue supporting all the school initiatives
by getting involved and making your voice heard.
As always, feel free to contact me if you have any questions and/or concerns. Please don’t forget the various opportunities to
come to the school such as the monthly Check-ins with the Principal and parent workshops.
Thank you for all your support.
Sincerely,
Ms. De Jesús, Principal

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 - Repor t car d distr ibution.
Thursday, March 8, 2018 - College Night - 5:00 p.m.
- 8:00 p.m. - Rooms 203 and 236.
Thursday, March 8, 2018 - Parent-Teacher Conferences - 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday, March 9, 2018 - Parent-Teacher Conferences - 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Guidance Corner
Parents, please remind your student to check their
email regularly for updates pertaining to SAT School
Day.
Students who have questions regarding summer internships, please see either Ms. Meslin or Ms. Minkowsky
for further information.

Friday, March 9, 2018 - 9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.
ARISTA Cer emony.
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 - SAT School Day
Friday, March 30, 2018 - Sunday, April 8, 2018 No School - Spring Recess.
WORKING PAPERS
Any student interesting in getting their Working Papers for a summer internship or summer employment,
please see Mrs. Wittstruck in the Main Office.

Breakfast is served in the High School Cafeteria Monday through Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. and
on Friday from 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

2017-2018 CEP Goals Update:


College and Career Readiness: Approximately 150 has enrolled in College Now 2017
- 2018.



Writing across the Disciplines: Teachers
have been incorporating writing assignments in their daily lessons. To support
teachers in this work, professional development has been implemented. In the upcoming weeks, we will be working with the NYC
Writing Project to continue this work.



Parental Engagement: In addition to the
monthly Check-Ins with the principal, we
have organized a series of workshops for
families. We are hoping to plan a culminating event in May or June to bring all the
families together.



Social and Emotional Supports: Through
the collaboration with ThriveNYC, we have
several speakers conduct presentations to
students about social emotional. Guidance
counselors conducted presentations on
healthy relationships. We are planning
future presentations on suicide prevention.



Using Assessment in Instruction: Teachers
have been incorporating multiple assessment strategies in their lessons. As a result,
the rating on assessment on the School
Quality Review was proficient. We will
continue providing professional development on using assessment for the remainder
of the year.

Pupil-Path
We strongly encourage all parents/guardians to register
for Pupil-Path in order to communicate with school and
to monitor their children’s academic progress. Kindly contact your child’s Guidance
Counselor for an access code or you may speak with our Pupil Accounting Secretary,
Mrs. Wittstruck.
Reporting School Absences and Lateness
It is important that students come to school on time every day. If you know that your
child will be out, please call the school’s Main Office at 718-657-3181 to report their
absence. If you child arrives late to class, phone calls to the home will be made to keep
parents informed. As a reminder, if your child comes to school after third period, he/she
must report to the Main office for attendance to be taken. Parents please remind your
child to stay on campus during their lunch period. They are permitted to eat their lunch
in the school cafeteria or the York College cafeteria.
Queens High School for the Sciences at York College Mission for the 2017-2018
School Year:
1.

Strengthen students’ writing skills across all content
areas.

2.

Strengthen students’ collaborative and discussion
skills.

3.

Increase the number of students enrolled in College Now courses.

4.

Increase parental involvement.

5.

Continue our strong relationship with York College.

6.

Build teacher capacity.

7.

Develop systems and structures to support our students’ social emotional needs.

Please continue to check our website (www.QHSS.org) for updates

Honor Roll Ceremony

Students Visit Steinway & Sons

Tuesday, February 13, 2018

Piano Factory

Tuesday, February 13, 2018, Queens High School for the Sciences at York College celebrated their Honor Roll Ceremony
with a large turnout of students, parents, and family. There
were a total of 250 students who received Principal’s Honor
Roll and Honor Roll. Congratulations to all!

Advanced Science and Math Research Students Attend the Junior Science and Humanities Symposium

On Thursday, February 8, 2018, Ms. Verga and her music students visited the Steinway & Sons Piano Factory in Astoria,
Queens. Students were fascinated to learn that the factory,
which was founded in 1853, is still in operation building pianos
one at a time, applying skills that have been handed down from
master to apprentice, generation after generation.

NYU Visit
Wednesday, February 7, 2018

Sunday, February 4, 2018

Ms. Baksh and the Advanced Science and Math Research student attended the Junior Science and Humanities Symposium
held at York College on Sunday, February 4, 2018. Students
who competed in the semi-finals were Daniella Acobo, Vandana Patel, Marlene Rahman, Kevin Chen and Arthur Li.
Congratulations to the semi-finalists!

On Wednesday, February 7, 2018, students from QHSS
visited NYU for college career readiness and exploration.

Career Day

Wednesday, February 28, 2018

On Wednesday, February 28, 2018, Queens High School for the Sciences at York
College had their annual Career Day. There were over 30 presenters, the largest
group we have ever had! We had presenters with careers ranging from attorney,
doctor, nursing, pilot, engineer, C.I.A., F.B.I., movie producer, Google, financial
analyst, computer programmer, entrepreneur, law enforcement, dentist, and U.S.
Customs Lab Specialist. Our student Ambassadors escorted each presenter
throughout the day to their assigned classrooms, where they spoke about their
profession. The students enjoyed the variety of presenters, and thoroughly enjoyed hearing about their various occupations. A special thank you to our Student
Ambassador Photographers Wing Shek, Shalom Olajide, Ethan Dai, and Anna
Son. They did an excellent job of photographing our presenters throughout Career Day!

