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Principal’s Message

Two Campuses
One Community United by a
Passion for Learning

Dear Robert Treat Academy Community,
I want to thank each of you who
took the time to reach out to me to share
your memories of our Founder, Stephen N.
Adubato. Even those of you who did not
have the benefit of meeting him expressed
your acknowledgement in his place in the
Academy’s history and in the history of
the city of Newark.
As grateful as I am to receive
messages from our parents and staff, it
was the messages from our students that
brought a smile to my face and warmed my heart. The connection my father had to our students and the connection they felt to him made him a very happy man. Without a doubt he
was the toughest, and at times the most difficult person I have ever known. However, in the
presence of our students he was transformed into a person at times I didn’t recognize. They
made him smile, humbled him, and filled him with pride.

Stephen N. Adubato

Jackie Robinson

While many of you know the story of my father and the story of Robert Treat Academy, for those of you who do not, as my father would say, ‘let me give you a little history
lesson’. Robert Treat Academy was founded in 1997. The Academy was the first charter
school to open its door to students in that state of New Jersey. My father held the firm belief
that education was the means to raise people out of poverty and put them on the path to a better life and become productive members of society. This was not just a philosophical belief.
It was his personal story. Born during the depression he lived on Factory Street in Newark.
His father died when my father was in his teens leaving his mother to raise and financially
support 5 children on her own. Out of a sense of obligation after high school he wanted to go
to work to assist in supporting his family. His mother would not hear of it and insisted he go
to college. Not one to be told what to do, he gave into his mother went to college during the
day and worked the night shift in a factory. He went on to receive a Master’s Degree and then
to law school.
After he returned from serving in the army he eventually became a Newark Public
School teacher.

In 1970 my father took a very unpopular stand by supporting Kenneth Gibson for
mayor. The incumbent mayor who was of Italian descent was under indictment. The more he
and our family were ostracized by the white, largely Italian American community, and the
more they vilified him, the more my father was convinced he had done the right thing. That
was the first lesson my father taught me about courage, and standing up for what is right no
matter what the cost or consequence. (Continuation on Page 2…)
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Very quickly my father recognized that political power, when used the right way was a vehicle to provide services to the
Newark community. He was never insulted when people referred to him as a ‘political boss’ and made no apologies for using politics
to better the community.
He founded The North Ward Center in 1970, to help stabilize the community and provide services to its people.
In 1995 an obscure piece of legislature came to his attention, the Charter School Act. In 1997 he founded Robert Treat
Academy. When he recognized due to the location of the Stephen N. Adubato campus the African American student population was
being underserved in 2008 we opened our Jackie Robinson campus. The rest, as they say, is history.
My father was no angel. Anyone who got in his way can attest to that. Some aspects of his leadership can be found in ‘how
to’ books and some can be found in ‘how not to’ books. However, what is undisputable is his love for our city and its people, especially the children.
I have received numerous communications from our alumni wanting me to know, were it not for our Founder, and the education, opportunities, and choices the Academy offered their lives may have taken very different paths.
His legacy will live on through the over 1,000 past alumni and future alumni of the Academy. I can think of no better way
to honor our Founder and to ensure his legacy endures than to continue to work together as a school community to remain faithful to
our mission.
Sincerely,
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Stephen N. Adubato Students of the Month for September 2020

Josue Baex

104 Leah Garcia

207

Lila De La Cruz

308

Xavian Cintron

107 Ryan Ramos

208

Isabella Redondo Morato

310

Mason Hopkins

201

210

Josue Baez

Jose Moran

202 Kloe Bassett

301

Maria Guaba

Anthony Silva

203 Robyn Johnson

302

Nyla Van Dyke

204 Riley Contreras

303

Aliyah Salva

205 Yamil Mena

304

Emily Pena

206 Nelaida Acevedo

306

Brianna Johnson

Science
Art

Jackie Robinson Campus Students of the Month for September 2020
Christopher Scott

12

Tyler-Shea Corales

22

JayCeon Liles

13

Elayah Ferriera Nash

23

Brandon Gordon

14

Matthew Mc Sween

24

Gabriella Luna-

15

Aamir Isahawk

27

Kayla Petrus

21

Rest Afolabi

Laila Dailey

Art

Science

Stephen N. Adubato Citizens of the Month for September 2020
Guillermo Acevedo
Luna Cardenas
Ethan DeJesus
Eva Cross
Aziya Harris

Jackie Robinson Campus Citizens of the Month for September 2020
Mireya Miranda
Emmanuella Okwudishu
Maddox Tutiven
Janet Edionseri
Zena Apenteng
Taylor Wilson
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Art in September, 2020
Our student artists, with the support of their families, have continued to rise to creative
challenges as they pursue their art education independently at home. Students are learning
that they can create original, expressive works of art using whatever materials are available to
them. Students in all grades have created sculptures, drawings, paintings, performance videos, assemblage and digital art. Artists in grades k-5 have been exploring the elements of line
and shape. Some have even made their own art materials, including paints made with ice and
other household ingredients. K-5 students also celebrated “International Dot Day” on September 15. They created original works of art inspired by the story “The Dot,” by Peter Reynolds, and pledged to provide encouragement to someone close to them.
Scholars in grades 6-8 have begun using the Spark curriculum, which encourages close
observation and analysis of works of art before creating original work. September’s artwork
of the month was “The Anguish of Being and the Nothingness of the Universe,” by Marcos
Raya. Students have worked together on a collaborative discussion board and engaged with
the work through a choice writing or drawing exercises. The month-long unit culminated
with the planning and production of original masks, in any medium, representing the artists’
personal perspectives.
Check out their amazing work on our school Artsonia gallery (artsonia.com) and the art
homepage.
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5th Grade Science SNA
The 5th Grade students just finished their first unit
in Science. They have spent the last six weeks studying Engineering and Technology. They have
learned how important math and technology are
and how they affect our lives everyday. They spent
quite a bit of time studying the Engineering Design
Process. It became clear that they often have used
the process to solve problems in everyday life.
5th Grade JRC
The 5th Grade students have completed a short fiction unit and have started
their first novel. They are currently reading The Color of My Words, by Lynn
Joseph. It is a story of a twelve year old girl, living in the Dominican Republic. Her dream is to become a writer. As the story unfolds, the students see the
power of words as well as how she follows her dream, through obstacles and
challenges.

Virtual Learning Becomes the "Temporary Normal" for Student Education:
7th and 8th grade SNA
The 7th and 8th Grade students of Robert Treat Academy are very good at what they do
--Learning. Amid the Covid-19 pandemic, students across the United States have had to adjust their learning process from in person instruction--the standard method of education; to
virtual or remote learning over the computer. This has been a difficult transition, but the students have done their very best to adjust to this new method of delivery. Although students
and teachers cannot see each other in person, we have been able to interact remotely and
share not only academic information, but also a few laughs along the way. Online testing,
virtual class discussions, and consistent assignment postings have become the new normal at
this point. There is no doubt that things have changed in 2020!!! However, with the anticipation of converting to a hybrid method--a combination of both in person and virtual learning;
we will find our way back to familiarity. We have been so impressed to see our students
adapt to all of these changes and take everything in stride. We speak to them consistently
about their social and emotional well-being in addition to teaching them what we normally
instruct. Perhaps the resilience of this generation of young Americans will help the nation find
its way back to a sense of normalcy as we navigate a very different world.
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4th grade JRC
In social studies this month we have been exploring many different types of articles
that touch on various topics. One of our favorite articles was called “A Color For Everyone”.
The article introduced us to a 9 year old girl named Bellen Woodard. She took something that
happened to her in class in 3rd grade and turned it into an international business that makes
her money and promotes equality and acceptance! She created multicultural crayons so that
everyone can have access to their skin tone in crayons. Not only has she created a wonderful
product but she has also taken this opportunity to use her voice to make a change. We had a
wonderful class discussion and shared some personal stories of times when classmates felt
left out and how they handled it. We also discussed how children can make a difference and,
like Bellen, can start a business and help people with great ideas. After our class discussion
each student was able to share a reflection about the article. Many shared personal stories,
and most discussed how she inspired them. Many of the young entrepreneurs in our class also
shared business ideas they have thought of and ways they think they can make a difference
like Bellen. She is an excellent role model for everyone because she noticed a problem in the
world and instead of ignoring it or letting it make her sad she did something about it.
Sample reflection from class:

My Experience
She inspired me. She is a hero. She is determined to do what was right. The thing that
made me be inspired by her is that she was only in third grade and she was 9 years old. She
felt like she was an odd one out.She felt uncomfortable.She even has her own company.She is
a perfect role model for younger people to do what’s right. I understand how she felt.
In preschool,I asked a boy for a blue crayon and he said,”Blue is for boys,Pink is for
girls.” And he handed me a pink crayon. I gave it back obviously. I helped someone before
when a new girl in preschool came and liked the color gray and asked someone for the color
crayon. The boy gave her a pink crayon.

1st Grade JRC
We are well on our way to a successful year! Though virtual learning is seen as difficult to succeed in to others - First Grade has mastered their daily routine, procedures and reviewed/new skills. There
is no challenge we cannot over come and we are excited to get back
in to the classroom and continue to be the best that we can be!
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Kindergarten’s Reading Success!
Kindergarten SNA
The Kindergarten students have been working
hard learning about the alphabet. They practice recognizing letters, letter sounds, and naming and identifying words that begin with a given letter. The students
will be applying these concepts and skills when reading and writing, associating letters to letter sounds. Their progress has been impressive!
Soon they will begin to look for words they recognize and sound out unfamiliar words when
reading, making connections with pictures and text. They will also do the same when writing, looking for words they need help spelling in books and around the classroom. We hope
they will use any chance they get to spell out words—with puzzles, letter magnets, even the
ActivBoard! We are proud of their accomplishments so far and encourage them to continue
practicing their letters and sounds so we can become great readers!
2nd grade JRC
Greetings from JRC 14C!
The month of September has been
filled with exciting discoveries
and new understandings as we
have covered topics ranging from
place value to ordering numbers in
math and digraphs, inferencing,
and constructing complete sentences in ELA. Students have put
on their engineering hats as they
have explored the design process
in science. In social studies, students have covered topics such as
how to read maps, how to be a
good citizen, and what it means to be responsible in school, at home, and in the community.
However, most importantly, our second graders have excelled exponentially in adjusting to their new normal-- virtual learning! Each of our students, in their small group Zoom
sessions, have done a wonderful job of supporting each other during these wild COVID-19
times. They have enjoyed participating in our Reboot each day to help focus their brains and
prepare themselves for learning. With this emphasis on social and emotional learning, each
day they practice breathing and meditation skills. They have learned how to help relax their
minds, address and eliminate frustrations, and become more in tune with their emotions. With
each of our sessions we have noticed students becoming more motivated, more engaged, and
more enthusiastic about learning.
While we cannot wait to see each of their faces in person, we are so proud of all of
their accomplishments both big and small!
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6th grade JRC
In math, we are working on a module about ratios, and students will use their
prior knowledge of fractions and fraction equivalence to develop understanding of ratios and rates. Ratio and proportional reasoning is a foundational topic for middle school
mathematics, with applications in algebra, geometry, probability, statistics, and everyday life!
Students will apply and extend their understanding of fractions to develop foundational understanding of ratios and ratio reasoning. In the bar diagram, the ratio of
the shaded part of the diagram is 3 to 4 (3 parts shaded to 4 total parts). There are multiple ways to express both part-to-whole and part-to-part ratios, including models,
words, and ratio notation (3:4). Students will use their understanding of fraction
equivalence to find ratio equivalence, and find equivalent ratios. There are multiple
ways, such as bar diagrams, double number lines, ratio tables, and graphs to find
and represent equivalent ratios. Ratio reasoning can be used to solve problems that
arise in everyday life, including converting measurements, such as inches to yards.
Place Value and Comparing numbers to 10,000
Third Grade SNA
The third graders at the SNA campus have been busy working on place value and comparing numbers up to 10,000 in math. During the months of August and September, the students studied how to identify each place value of a number up to the ten thousand place as
well as state the value of each digit. They also learned how to compare numbers using place
value and value. We taught them a method called “stack and solve” to compare numbers and
determine which numbers are greater. We also used this same method to order numbers from
greatest to least and least to greatest. At times, it can be confusing to remember the difference
between the inequality signs of greater than > and less than <, so students were taught the alligator method. The alligator wants to eat the larger number, so the mouth is always pointed
towards the larger number. Towards the end of the month, students took their first diagnostic
test on i-Ready. Now that we are equipped with these prerequisite skills, we are ready to apply our knowledge to solve multiple-step word problems with addition and subtraction.
Some things you can do to help reinforce these skills is to have them practice at home
and most importantly, have them study their addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. This will enhance their skills and understanding when we get to more challenging
concepts this year.
We highly recommend using the below website at home for additional practice:
https://login.i-ready.com/
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2nd Grade SNA
This has been a very busy month for our second graders! Working through zoom has been a transition that
they have handled incredibly! Here is what they have
been up to:
Morning announcements, morning message, video lessons: Each day, students watch the
videos posted on our Google Drive to prepare for the day.
Math: They’ve been working on:
Comparing place values
Counting numbers to 1,000: skip counting 2,
5, 10
Number bonds: adding to find a whole, subtracting to find a part.
They take their math quizzes through HMH.
We started and will begin working on regrouping while adding.
Grammar/Being a writer/Phonics:
Words end in the Letters C/k/ck: C goes before a,o,u - K: only next to e,i, or y - Ck: only goes at the end of a word. Ex:
pick, stick, trick
Short vowel sounds: ck - Ex: clock, lock, knock
Long vowel sounds/consonants: k - Ex: bake, lake, cake
Writing and marking syllables:
A closed syllable is a word that has only one vowel and ends with a consonant.
Ex: mat, get, chip, hot, hum
Mark: swoop word, c underneath swoop, breve above the vowel.
Phonics drills- Digraphs: ch, sh, th, wh, ck - Vowels: a/apple/a, e/ed/e, i/itch,i, o/octopus/o, u/up/u
Writing- Writing paragraphs with indents
Readworks: Assignments for Readworks are posted on each week on Readworks.org
Social Studies: Assignments for Social Studies are posted each week on Clever.com
Science: Assignments for Science are posted each week on hmhco.com/one
I-Ready: Students work on both math and reading for 15 minutes each day through Clever.com
Independent Reading: Students read for 20 minutes each day through Epic! or a book they love at home.
Scholastic: Students read an article on the scholastic website through Clever and complete a worksheet throughout the week on
the Class Dojo portfolio.
Spelling: Each week a new list of 15 spelling words is posted on the school website.
We go over the spelling words and their definitions on Mondays. Throughout the week, we work on:

Abc order
Spelling sentences 1-5, 6-10, 11-15
3 times each
And we have a Spelling test on Fridays.
STEP testing: Students began STEP testing towards the end of September.
We are so proud of all of their hard work this month!
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Regular Meetings of the Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting of the
Thursday July 16, 2020*
Board of Trustees
August 20,
Regular Meeting of the
Thursday
2020
Board of Trustees
September 17, Regular Meeting of the
Thursday
2020
Board of Trustees
October 15, Regular Meeting of the
Thursday
2020
Board of Trustees
November 19, Regular Meeting of the
Thursday
2020
Board of Trustees
December 17, Regular Meeting of the
Thursday
2020
Board of Trustees
January 21, Regular Meeting of the
Thursday
2021
Board of Trustees
February 18, Regular Meeting of the
Thursday
2021
Board of Trustees
March 18,
Regular Meeting of the
Thursday
2021
Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting of the
Thursday April 15, 2021
Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting of the
Thursday May 20, 2021
Board of Trustees
Annual Reorganization
Thursday June 17, 2021
Meeting
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Middle School Science
8th grade JRC
The students just finished their studies on Energy.
They acted as scientists who were devising new ways to
harness human energy through Energy-harvesting backpacks, bikes, rocking chairs and knee braces. By creating
and capturing human energy they planned on ways to use
this power to help a team of rescue workers with an energy problem. They worked to find ways to get energy to
the batteries in the rescue workers’ electrical devices
even during power outages.
The students explored the relationships of different
types of energy- with an emphasis on kinetic and potential energy and the ways energy is transferred and converted. So they needed to solve the
problem and research ways to capture and store energy. Then apply their knowledge about energy to design an energy system that can use human kinetic energy to power electrical devices.
7th grade JRC
The JRC seventh grade is learning all about money. In Math, the students increasing
their understanding of percentages of numbers and are using this knowledge to figure interest,
mark-up store prices, and discounts on items. As this is an important life skill, the students
will review unit pricing and the way that we are taxed on goods and services. There are some
vocabulary that would be helpful if you are able to reinforce this words if an opportunity presents itself (amount of error, commission, discount, fee, gratuity, interest, markdown, markup,
percent error, percent of change, percent of decrease, percent of increase, principal, sales tax,
selling price, simple interest, tip, wholesale cost.
Designing a Health Bar
6th grade JRC
In Science, the sixth grade scholars have learned all about metabolism, and how we
gain energy from our food. Now students will have the opportunity to apply this knowledge
in their first engineering internship this school year. In this unit, students will work to answer
the question, how can we design health bars that meet the metabolic needs of patients or rescue workers? Students will act as food engineering interns to design a health bar which meets
three criteria: they must address the metabolic needs of the population, minimize cost while
serving as many people as possible, and they must taste as good as possible! Students will also consider questions of scale, proportion, and quantity as different proportions of types of
molecules affect a body’s health and metabolism.
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PROJECT CHILD FIND
1-800-322-8174
Project CHILD FIND is a free referral service and public awareness campaign to assist in the identification of unserved/underserved youth with a
delay or disability from birth through twenty-one years of age. In addition, Project CHILD FIND develops and distributes information to the
public about early intervention services and special education programs
throughout New Jersey.
Project CHILD FIND's comprehensive efforts include:
 Assisting families of infants and toddlers, birth through two, concerned
about their child’s development by directing all requests regarding early intervention to the family’s local Special Child Health Case Management Unit. If you need the number for your Special Child Health
Case Management Unit, call: Project CHILD FIND 1-800-322-8174.
 Assisting families of preschoolers, ages three through five, concerned
about their child’s development by directing requests to their local
school district.
 Helping families access community services through referral.
 Promoting community and public awareness of all children with disabilities by providing information.
 Assisting local school district boards of education to identify unserved
children from age three through twenty-one who are in need of special
education and related services.
Information through Project CHILD FIND may be obtained by calling
the toll-free number, 1-800-322-8174, which is in service 7 days a week,
24-hours a day. All calls received are confidential.
Project CHILD FIND was established by the New Jersey Department of
Education through I.D.E.A., Part B funds from the U.S. Department of
Education.
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