This model was considered, however, based on the size of the school, we cannot
accommodate students in two cohorts.
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HEALTH & SAFETY
KEY TENETS OF PLAN

CONTEXT
A

The health and safety of students
and staff are of the utmost priority
when considering reopening
schools.
This guidance has been developed
collaboratively with the Department
of Health and Mental Hygiene
(DOHMH), and Health + Hospitals.
The key tenets of NYCDOE’s plan
align to CDC and New York State
Department of Health guidance on
school reopening. In addition to
these public health protocols, we
are prioritizing mental health,
social-emotional learning and
trauma-informed supports for all
schools.

•
•
•
•

C

Promoting Behaviors
that Reduce Spread
Physical Distancing
Wear a Face Covering
Keep Hands Clean
Signage and Floor Markings

Maintaining Healthy
Operations

• Testing
• Screening Entry Protocols

B

Maintaining Healthy
Environments

• Changes to School Building
• Cleaning and Disinfecting
• Food Services

D

•
•
•
•
•

Preparing for When
Someone Gets Sick
Stay Home When Sick
Returning to School After Symptoms
Response to an Unconfirmed Case
Response to One Confirmed Case
Response to Two or More Confirmed
Cases
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HEALTH & SAFETY

A

PROMOTING BEHAVIORS THAT REDUCE SPREAD

Physical
Distancing
All individuals in school
buildings should remain at
least 6 feet apart. We will
work with schools to
create conditions that
make physical distancing
possible.

Wear a Face
Covering

Keep Hands
Clean

Signage and
Floor Markings

Face coverings will be required
inside school buildings.

There will be increased
access and regular
opportunities for students
and staff to wash hands
or use hand sanitizer
throughout the day.

Schools will have signage
that upholds NYC
Health’s Four Core
Actions for Prevention.

Exceptions will be
developmentally- and ageappropriate, consistent with
guidance of health agencies, and
paired with increased PPE for
staff.
NYCDOE is procuring and
distributing PPE for students and
staff to use inside school
buildings.
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Criteria to Open Schools and Keep them Open

•

•

On a weekly average the city must see fewer than 3% of
all CVID-19 tests come back positive.
If 3% or more of New Yorkers who are tested for
COVID-19 are found to have the virus after we open,
school buildings will close again, and 100% of learning
will be remote for every student.
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Our protocols to keep school communities healthy
•
•

Prevention: Daily health screenings, including temperature checks, must be
completed at home by families and by school-based staff.
Starting with the first day of the 2020-21 school year, if a student or staff
member is feeling sick, they are required to stay home. Additionally, if their
symptoms are consistent with COVID-19, they will be asked to get tested.

•

Feeling Sick in School: If a student begins experiencing symptoms in school,
they will be isolated and monitored by a school staff member until they are
picked up by their parent or guardian. (see next two slides)

•

Tracing: In the event of a confirmed COVID-19 case in a school, NYC Test +
Trace and NYC Health will investigate to determine close contacts within the
school. All students and teachers in the classroom with the confirmed case are
assumed close contacts and will be instructed to self-quarantine for 14 days
since their last exposure to that case. In older grades where students may travel
between classes, this applies to all classes that the confirmed case was in.
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Our protocols to keep school communities healthy (continued)
•

•

•

If there's more than one case in a school, not in the same
classroom, learning will continue remotely, the school
building will close for at least 24 hrs while NYC Test + Trace
and NYC Health investigate.
Depending on the outcome of the investigation, affected
classrooms or the whole building will remain closed for 14
days for quarantine. Students will continue their learning
remotely.
Whether symptoms begin at home or in school, there will be a
clear flow of information to facilitate fast action and prevent
spread. If a COVID-19 case is confirmed, schools will
communicate to all families and students at school.
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Protocols for Symptoms
•

Should a student present with symptoms of COVID-19, P.S./I.S. 104 will be prepared to
separate the ill student from the rest of the school until the student can be picked up.

•

In order to protect students and staff members from potential exposure to COVID-19,
every building must designate space to be used as an Isolation Room.

•

An Isolation Room is a place where a student with suspected COVID-19 symptoms can be
safely isolated in the building until they can be picked up by a guardian.

•

Staff members who experience symptoms of COVID-19 will be asked to leave the building
for the day and seek medical help.
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Field Trips, Special Events, and Visitors
•

At this time, schools must cancel/limit on site student assemblies,
performances, school-wide parent meetings and, to the extent possible,
transition field trips to free virtual opportunities.

•

The DOE will also strongly encourage all schools to change any regularly or
previously scheduled in-school events to a virtual format; and limit visitors to
school buildings.

•

Schools are encouraged, where possible, to address all visitor and family
concerns by phone or computer.

•

Non-essential individuals should not be allowed to enter school buildings.
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Food Services
•

•

Grab-and-go meals will be available for breakfast and
lunch each day, though students will also be permitted
to bring their own lunch if preferred.
Students who are not receiving in-person instruction on
a given day can pick up a breakfast and/or lunch
(identified schools will be provided).
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