
Earth Patterns, Cycles, 
and Change

4.7 The student will investigate and 
understand the organization of the 
solar system. 

Key concepts include:

a) the planets in the solar system

b) the order of the planets in the solar 
system

c) the relative sizes of the planets
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Our solar system is ancient . Early astronomers 
believed that Earth was the center of the 
universe and all other heavenly bodies orbited 
around Earth. 

We now know that our sun is the center of our 
solar system and eight planets , a handful of 
dwarf planets , 170 named moons, dust , gas, and 
thousands of asteroids and comets orbit around 
the sun .

National Geographic Video
(3:26 minutes)

Solar System 101
How was our solar system born? 
Join scientists as they embark 

on a journey into the 
mesmerizing mysteries of space. 

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-videos/solar-system-sci
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-videos/solar-system-sci
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-videos/solar-system-sci


Our solar system is made up of eight 
planets: 

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joq-IUFNkrw





