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FACING CHALLENGES,
ACHIEVING SUCCESS !
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about the Mount Pleasant Cottage
School UFSD and how we can help high needs students reach their full potential.
The district is made up of two schools. Mount Pleasant Cottage School primarily
serves K-12 students who have emotional disabilities. The Edenwald School serves
K-12 students with autism as well as emotional and cognitive disabilities.

Stephen Beovich
Superintendent of Schools

For more information
about our range of
programs and to see if
Mount Pleasant Cottage
School USFD is the
right fit for you,
please contact:
Millicent Lee
Director of Student Services
(914) 769-0456 ext.1208
or mlee@mpcsny.org

The district is committed to the success of every student. We ensure that our students
are being delivered a highly rigorous curriculum while providing, through our highly
trained staff, the accommodations and support they need to succeed. The dedication
to our students has resulted in a consistent increase district-wide in state test scores
each of the past five years.
We are dedicated to growing the district’s alternative and vocational programs so
that all students are provided expanded opportunities and multiple pathways to
achieve success. We are proud to have begun our first New York State-approved
CTE program, in Culinary Arts. This program provides the students an opportunity
to graduate with an industry credential as well as college credit. Building off this
success, we are looking to expand our certified CTE programs and currently offer
vocational classes in Cosmetology, Graphic Design and Technology in addition to
Culinary Arts. To help all students reach their full potential, we also have a TASC
program for students who enter the district with little or no credits past the time
their cohort has graduated. The TASC program allows these students to receive an
equivalency diploma and still receive the full supports of the school district.
It is extremely important to us that we offer students continued opportunities after
3 p.m. We offer an expansive after-school program with educational and recreational
options, including interscholastic sports. We have recently become a My Brother’s
Keeper Community. I firmly believe that it is vitally important to provide these
programs to our students as we strive to give them a supportive environment where
they can experience social and emotional growth through opportunities both inside
and outside the classroom.
It is truly a privilege to work with a team of educators who are so dedicated
to the success of our students. After one visit to the district, you will see
that we have a staff dedicated to the district’s mission statement of
Facing Challenges and Achieving Success!

STUDENT SERVICES
The Office of Student Services provides programs and services for students ages 5-21.
Our program is committed to providing specially designed services and programs
for all children, including children with educational disabilities.

Millicent Lee
Director of Student Services

Since our population of students varies throughout the year, we offer a broad range
of offerings and services, which allows us to individualize each student’s education.
Our goals are to collaborate with the residential agency, our community schools
and parents to establish positive relationships; to assist our students in reaching
their academic potential; to encourage and support our students’ social-emotional
growth; and to provide post-secondary planning in transition services.
All students in our program first enter our Ease of Entry program. Here we start
to build a rapport with each student while verifying educational placement and
special education services. All students are given an educational and social-emotional
assessment for us to gain insight into their needs. All students are assigned a social
worker or school psychologist to assist with their transition into the program.
Additional related services include speech therapy, physical therapy,
and occupational therapy.
Our dedicated staff members provide a caring environment to ensure all students
receive appropriate and equal opportunities for educational growth. Please do not
hesitate to contact us if you have any questions regarding our programs and services.
We look forward to working with you and your child.

CURRICULUM & INSTRUC TION
The district understands the importance of a rigorous curriculum and that
our high needs students require a wide range of curricular options.

Christina Torres
Director of Curriculum
& Instruction

Our elementary unit offers intense phonetic instruction through programs like
Orton Gillingham, iLit, and Successmaker. Each allows us to track progress and
identify areas of deficit through data. We also value ways to embed whole-child
approaches directly into instruction. Our related service providers are trained
in Orton practices in order to directly support academic strategies in session.
Also, we work with a cross-curricular, theme-based model that allows for the
reiteration of concepts through the various content areas.
Our middle and high school curricula focus intently on differentiated instruction
and use assessment aligned directly with state standards and assessments. We offer
a host of curricula that target life, work, and transition skills for our alternately
assessed population, including Attainment, Unique, and the use of communication
symbols when necessary.
Our goal with curriculum is to ensure every student gets the exposure and
opportunity to practice the essential skills to transition successfully to post-secondary
education, training, or employment.

Mo unt Ple asant
Cot tage School
Together as a highly-skilled, compassionate and motivated team, the Mount Pleasant
Cottage School faculty strives to meet our students where they are and support
them through their incremental growth and development. Our Elementary School
comprises students with a range of developmental, intellectual and emotional needs.
Our Middle and High School programs serve students with various emotional and
academic needs. We provide multiple layers of support to assist with the development
of self-advocacy and motivation, along with academic and foundational skills growth.
Jessica Harris
Principal,
Mount Pleasant Cottage School

The Mount Pleasant Cottage School offers a nurturing and supportive environment
enabling students to achieve success. Our school serves students from kindergarten
through high school and provides a rigorous curriculum leading towards a
New York State Regents Diploma or Local Diploma. Additionally, we run a
Career and Technical Education credential program in Culinary Arts, set in our
state-of-the-art kitchen right here on our campus! This program allows students to
acquire college credit and advanced status within the Westchester Community
College Culinary program while simultaneously working towards their
high school graduation requirements.
Within our classrooms, we maintain a small student-teacher ratio, with 8:1:1
the standard in our elementary classes and 12:1:1 the standard in our middle and
high school classes. Our highly qualified faculty deliver a rigorous curriculum while
ensuring students’ social and emotional needs are met. To further ensure success,
all classrooms are equipped with state-of-the-art technology, including a 1:1
Chromebook initiative and TruTouch Boards. All students also have the
opportunity for vocational training in our Cosmetology, Culinary,
Graphic Design, and Technology programs.
We are proud to have created a supportive, caring community
where students can achieve success.

C AMPUS
SPOTLIGHTS

SMALL STUDENT TO TEACHER R ATIO

The district unveiled a colorful and
elaborate playground facility with
functional station use to enhance fine & gross
motor skills as well as provide sensory therapy.

MY BROTHER’S KEEPER

C TE: CULINARY ARTS

CULINARY ARTS

Students can now participate in multiple career
and technical education tracks, including through
our new Culinary Arts facility. Restaurant-caliber
equipment and focused instruction combine to
present a high level learning experience ranging
from basic kitchen skills to advanced culinary
practices. The CTE programs provide students
the opportunity to graduate with an industry
credential as well as college credit.

Edenwald School

Christine Leamon
Principal,
Edenwald School

The Edenwald School provides unique learning opportunities for students who
come to us with an array of disabilities. We provide instruction in small classrooms
and caring, supportive learning environments to students with emotional and
learning disabilities, autism and intellectual deficits. Highly qualified teachers,
occupational and speech therapists, psychologists, social workers and a specially
trained crisis intervention safety team work proactively to provide the supports
students need. Sensory and mindfulness rooms have served as increasingly
effective social and emotional outlets for students without disconnecting
them from their learning environment.
Our goal is to help students make the transition toward productive careers or
post-secondary education, utilizing the skills they gained while a part of our
community. We provide multiple learning tracks leading to Regents or local
diplomas or to a Skills and Achievement credential. Work-Based Learning and
vocational offerings offer students alternative experiences and can lead to a
Career Development and Occupational Studies credential. Under close
supervision and support, students learn practical and important life skills that
foster independence. Many hold jobs on campus or in the community.
Our Positive Behavior Intervention Supports program, or PBIS, plays a key role in
our instructional program. Students earn Gold, Silver or Bronze status and shop in
the student-run Eagle’s Nest store. SOAR Ceremonies throughout the year shine a
light on students as they excel or show marked improvement in academics or positive
behaviors. Our programs are enhanced by the latest instructional technology,
from 1:1 devices and TruTouch screens in every classroom to 3D printing and
robotics. Students and staff incorporate STEAM into daily lessons. By leveraging
data, therapeutic interventions and individualized plans, Edenwald School
enables students to thrive in a caring, encouraging and fun environment.

STUD ENT
SPOTLIGHT

ART CL ASS

MINDFULNESS SPACE

TAMIA
Tamia embraced the PBIS program and
recognized the value of how positive
behavior earned her priviledges including
art and assemblies. She learned to help
others through fundraising initiatives.
Her introduction to Cosmetology at
Edenwald has led to being accepted
into a program in Manhattan. She says,
“Never give up. Always trust and
believe in yourself.”

C AUSE & EFFEC T
A student fundraiser at Edenwald raised
funds to purchase gift cards that were
donated to the Putnam-Northern
Westchester Women’s Resource Center.
Students also collected diapers, hygiene
supplies and other items for the center.

We look forward to the opportunity to meet with you, to show you
our campus and educational facilities and to talk about all the ways
Mount Pleasant Cottage School can meet your student’s needs.

For more information about our range of programs and to see if
Mount Pleasant Cottage School USFD is the right fit for you,
please contact: Millicent Lee, Director of Student Services
(914) 769-0456 ext.1208 or mlee@mpcsny.org
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visit us online at www.mpcsny.org

