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Dear Parents,
Hello and welcome to Pre-K! This will be a very important year for your child’s growth and development. We look forward to having your child and hope that we can work together in building a foundation for your child’s future. Please remember that you are the expert in regard to your child. If there is anything you feel we need to know in order to form an effective partnership, do not hesitate to let us know. Be reassured that anything we discuss will be kept in confidence.  
     This letter will familiarize you with certain procedures that need to be followed throughout the school year. Thank you in advance for an exciting and exceptional school year.

     The goal of the Per-Kindergarten program is to prepare your child for school success in four developmental areas.
1. Social Development – This will help children develop a sense of well being and independence; learn to make new friends and how to follow rules and routines.
2. Physical Development – This will increase a child’s large motor skills by running, jumping, throwing and catching.
3. Cognitive Development – This will increase a child’s language skills so they may communicate their ideas, needs and feelings. This is done through reading, math, science, etc.
4. Creative Expression – Using music, movement and dramatic play this will provide children to share their unique talents.
          

                             Class Time: 8:00 - 2:20	
	

Drop off/pick up: 
~Children are expected to be dropped off and picked up on time. When you arrive with your child, please say good-bye at the door. This will allow for a smooth beginning. Please be sure to use the designated entrances for arrival and dismissal.
~Children will not be released to anyone that is not listed on the blue card. List as many adults as possible.
~Anyone that leaves the school early must sign out in the main office.
~Children will be dismissed through the rear school yard.

Clothing: 
~Please dress our child appropriately for a pre-school environment. We will be using paint, markers, glue, etc. on a daily basis. It is possible that your child may spill something on his his/her clothing.
~Your child will have physical education every day. Please be sure sneakers are worn. 
~Please make sure your child can manipulate all clothing such as belts, buckles, zippers, etc. This will help arrival, dismissal, and bathroom run smoothly. 
~We keep an extra set of clothes in the classroom. Please be aware that your child must be able to change his/her own clothes on their own.  Remember to wash and return clothes the next school day.

Absences: 
~Every absence requires a note.  A doctors' note is preferred.
~ Please call the main office if your child will be absent.
 (office# 718-375-4484)

Injuries: 
~Any injury requires a phone call or note. It is our responsibility to investigate injuries for the safety of the children.



Mealtime:
~Breakfast and lunch will be served in school. Please provide a healthy snack for your child every day.
~If your child has any allergies or any dietary concerns, let us know immediately!  

Medical alerts: 
~Please be sure to inform us of any medications your child may be taking and any medical alerts (asthma, seizures, etc.) your child may have immediately! We will introduce you to the school nurse.
~If your child’s immunizations are not kept up to date, he/she will be excluded from school.

Folder/bookbags:
~ Any notices, papers, etc. will be placed in your child’s folder.
~Be sure to empty the bookbag and folder daily.  Any notes or tear –offs must be returned the next school day and placed into the folder.
~Any money that needs to be collected throughout the year must be placed in an envelope.
~Every child is required to read 25 books per month. A new reader’s log will be given each month. Please fill out the log whenever you finish a book with your child. It will be checked periodically and collected at the end of the month. Remember, studies show that children who are read to for 20min. a day have better grades. 

Parties:
~If you would like to celebrate your child’s birthday in class please let me know 2-3 days in advance to avoid any conflicts.
~Please bring in something that is easy to give out such as cupcakes, doughnuts, juice boxes, etc. Party bags are also permitted.	



Supplies:
~Every child needs to have a book bag (no wheels) that is large enough to fit a folder and large projects, and 2 folders with bottom pockets.
~classroom supplies will be asked for on a monthly basis. A notice will be given at the end of each month. Please bring in the supplies as soon as possible.
~We will need your help in order to gather some items needed throughout the school year for projects. Please collect the following items in your home; paper towel rolls, toilet paper rolls, egg cartons and empty boxes. 

Rest time/Nap:
~Every child will have a cot to use for the school year. Please send in a flat twin sheet for your child to use during rest. We will return the sheet every Friday so that it can be washed. Please remember to send it back in a Ziploc bag every Monday.



     In a few weeks, you will be invited to a meeting in our classroom where you can explore the learning centers and hear more about our program. We also hope that you will enjoy coming on class trips and visiting during the year to share celebrations.


Looking forward to a year of fun and learning! 


Sincerely,

                                        The Pre-K Teachers

Mrs. Liotta        Mrs. Alvarado/Mrs. Chasky         Mrs. Soto           Mrs. Casey
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