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High school launches Chromebook initiative
by Jack Sweeney '19
From
February
21-23,
Chromebooks were distributed
to ninth grade students as part of
the district’s new Chromebook
initiative.
The objective of the
initiative
is
to
expand
educational opportunities in
an ever-changing educational
environment.
Mr. Murphy said, “Education
has changed a lot from being
teacher-driven to now studentdriven. So, the students are
doing a lot more of the work.
Because we know that the more
we discover as people, students,
adults, the more we internalize
ourselves. So, when students
have [Chromebooks] at their
hands, instead of having a book
and being limited to paper and
pencil on a desk, that’s the
world.”
The distribution process
is 1:1, meaning that the
Chromebooks were distributed
on two fronts: the sixth grade in
the middle school and the ninth
grade in the high school.
Chromebooks will continue
to be distributed to the
incoming sixth grade and ninth
grade classes until 2021, when
all grades from sixth to twelfth
will have students with their
own Chromebooks.

On Thursday, February 15th,
Teachers of ninth graders department uses them "on an
an informational meeting
received their Chromebooks on almost-daily basis.”
February 16th, a week before
Sutton said, “How I use them was held in the auditorium
the ninth graders.
changes all the time. Yesterday, for parents and students.
distributed
In regards to the faculty students downloaded a Chrome Administration
handbooks
Chromebooks,
detailing
the
Mr. Murphy
p r o g r a m ,
said, “I think
including
faculty
has
appropriate
taken off with
uses,
general
it. The ease
guidelines, and
of access to
applications and
resources for
extensions.
students has
The handbook
facilitated
describes
the
enriching
Chromebook
lessons.”
Initiative
by
Mr. Moore,
stating,
“The
of the Social
Pearl
River
S t u d i e s
School District
department,
views the use
said, “I think
of the electronic
it sets up very
resources
as
nicely for the
central to the
future of the
delivery of its
department
educational
and of the
and
b u i l d i n g Ninth graders put their Chromebooks to use in Ms. Arney's class. program
expects that all
overall, given
students
will
the fact that,
extension that was a QR code
as technology becomes more reader. They then used their use electronic resources as an
available, it gives students books to go on a QR code essential part of their learning
access
to
information, scavenger hunt. Students also experiences.”
The handbook emphasizes
especially in history class, that use them to work on their
they can use to supplement ‘genius hour’ project, which that the Chromebooks are
what they’re getting here in the is researching and developing explicitly an educational tool.
classroom. I think it’s great.”
a product to solve a product in It states under Appropriate
Usage, “Supplied devices are
Mrs. Sutton of the Science the environment.”

WWII hero shares his story
by Dante Simeti '19
On Thursday, May 24th,
Pearl River High School
was given the privilege to
hear from WWII veteran and
concentration camp liberator
Alan Moskin.
Mr. Moskin described the
horrors he witnessed while
liberating the camp, He left
students with the main message
that this generation is the last to
hear a first-hand account of the
experience of serving in World
War II. Moskin emphasized the
importance that our generation
“silence the doubters” who do
not truly believe the Holocaust
happened. It is up to the current
generation to pass on the
lessons learned to the coming
generations.
During the second assembly,
Jacob Wallach, a ninth grader
asked Mr. Moskin about the
impact of being Jewish as a
liberator of a concentration
camp.
Mr. Moskin stated that for
him “it did not matter the
religion, race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, or gender of the
detainees.” He stated that he
just looked at them as humans
and that these acts were crimes
against humanity.
Mrs. Caul and Ms. Hohner
arranged for Moskin to visit the
high school.
Hohner said, “I had heard
from friends of mine that teach
at Clarkstown North and at
Nyack Middle School about
the heartfelt and informative
presentation.”
“I came into school and
spoke about Mr. Moskin when
Ms. Caul explained that she
had been wanting Mr. Moskin
to come to Pearl River. Her
mother is family friends with
Mr. Moskin and her husband
works at Clarkstown North

an educational tool and not
intended for personal use such
as gaming, social networking,
or high-end computing.”
One parent who attended
the meeting, Denise Schorn,
who is also a teacher at
Montefiore Hospital, stated,
“It will change the method of
delivery for the curriculum,
and, hopefully, it will allow
the kids to immerse themselves
more in the curriculum, and, as
the superintendent said at the
school board meeting, focus
on more of a student-centered
instruction where a teacher is
more like a facilitator"
Ninth grader Reilly Schorn
said, “I’ll be able to take notes
easier and access notes on
Classroom and other sites more
easily or online textbooks also
more easily. Maybe if I want
to go to Achieve and get some
work done, then I’ll do that
very easily.”
Reilly believes that the
Chromebooks have had a
positive impact, as they are
able to get more work done,
particularly in science classes.
The Chromebook initiative
is similar to the calculator
program in the sense that
students are responsible for
them for the entirety of their
high school careers.
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where Mr. Moskin presented.”
Both Ms. Caul and Ms.
Hohner knew this was too great
of an opportunity to pass up.
Hohner said, “We had both
heard
independently
that
his words have the ability
to connect with students
resonating in a life lasting
impact.”
“As history teachers, we can
provide primary and secondary
sources, watch videos, and
read in textbooks, but none of
those compare to a first-hand
account. Mr. Moskin is a real
hero and American treasure.
As we continue to lose the
significant numbers of WWII
veterans each day, we knew
it was imperative to have him
come in to speak as soon as
possible.”
Ms. Hohner and Ms. Caul
were very happy with the way
Mr. Moskin presented his story
to all the students, talking to
them as adults, rather than high
schoolers.
Hohner said, “Mr. Moskin
spoke to the students as real
people. He did not speak down
to them.”
Mr. Moskin was the 2016
Rockland County Veteran of

the Year and has been inducted
into the NYS Senate Veterans
Hall of Fame. His story has
been publicized in “Time”
magazine. Mr. Moskin is a
current resident of Rockland
County. He has spoken to a
number of local schools within
the county as well as across the
country.
Mr. Moskin was eighteen
years old when he was drafted
into the military, and he never
looked back. He left Syracuse
University, and went off to
fight in Germany. Mr. Moskin
served in the United States
Army from September 1944
until August 1946.
Moskin served as a member
of the 66th Infantry, 71st,
Division, part of General
George Patton’s 3rd Army.
While serving, he fought
combat in France, Germany
and Austria. At the beginning
of May 1945, his Company
participated in the liberation of
the Gunskirchen Concentration
Camp,
a
subcamp
of
Mauthausen in Austria.
Pearl River is lucky to have
had this unique opportunity to
hear a first-hand account of Mr.
Moskin’s World War II service.
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Women's History elective debuts
by Ella Sirakovsky '20
This year, Pearl River juniors
and seniors had the opportunity
to study the History of U.S.
Women and Social Change.
This half-year course teaches
students about the role women
played throughout U.S. history
as well as how social, historical
and economic factors molded
American women’s lives.
Ms. Caul teaches the class
and it is offered through SUNY
Albany, allowing students to
earn three college credits after
successfully completing the
course.
Caul said, “We cover
American history, and social
change, so that means we start
with Jamestown. We cover all
kinds of topics that are related
to women, and how things have
changed along the way.”
Those interested in taking the
class are expected to complete
the assigned work and
participate in class regularly,
as the class is a SUNY Albany
course.
The course has the potential
to lead interested students into
careers in history, sociology
or anthropology. According to
Yale News, history has returned
to the top major for the class of
2017.
While Senior Deirdre Cowie
does not plan on pursuing
a career in either history,

The new elective explores the role of women throughout history.

sociology or anthropology,
she took Ms. Caul’s class “to
learn about women’s history
[because] a lot of it isn’t
covered in our normal history
classes.”
Ms. Caul added, “I think
understanding the history of
women is really important
to the culture as a whole.
[Women] make up half the
population and very often when
we study history it’s very male
dominated.”
Learning about the history
of women is important for
all students. Deirdre Cowie
suggests that more male
students take the course.
Junior
Sean
Boyko,
commented that the Women’s
History class is a great way to
get college credits and learn
about women’s studies. He

suggests this class “to anyone
looking for college credits and
just a good elective with Ms.
Caul.”
Now that the year is coming
to an end, Ms. Caul deemed
the class a big success: “I think
the kids that were in the class
learned a great deal, I learned a
great deal, and I’m very excited
to teach it next year!”
It is projected that the class
will be available for a one
semester section next year.
The History of Women
class is a great opportunity for
upperclassmen to learn about
the role of women throughout
history and more than just hisstory.
Be sure to see your guidance
counselor if you are interested
in this opportunity to explore
the role of women in history.

Pirates for Paws supports shelters
by Julianne Donohoe '20
Miss Arney, English 8 and
English 9H teacher, recently
added a new club to the list,
Pirates for Paws. Miss Arney
says, “Pirates for Paws is
a service oriented club to
promote awareness, to raise
funds and supplies, and to
offer assistance to local animal
shelters and rescue agencies.”
Freshmen Grace Buda and
Brooke Ortel came up with
the idea for this club and
approached Miss Arney, who
agreed to be the advisor for the
club.
“Offering to help with this
club was a no-brainer for me.
Anyone who knows me knows
that I love animals,” Arney
said.
Both Brooke and Grace also
share a great love for animals
and have adopted animals from
Hi-Tor, a Rockland county
animal shelter, leading them
to come up with the idea of
Pirates for Paws.
This club includes students
“who range from 8th grade to
12th grade and have different
outside interests except for a
passion for animals. Everyone
just wants to help.”
The club is targeting HiTor Animal Shelter with
their donations because of its
proximity and the fact that it
is in need of many supplies for
the hundreds of animals which
it cares for.
Miss Arney planned, “for
the fall, [to focus] on cats
and kittens. Hi-Tor currently
has 500 cats and kittens in
residence that they are trying to

Pirates for Paws collected donations for Hi-Tor Animal Shelter.

nurse, socialize, and hopefully
have adopted.”
Pirates for Paws had many
goals for the first year. One
of their short-term goals was
to collect 100 items for HiTor by Halloween. Their first
event was held at PetSmart and
resulted in three full car loads
of donations. Miss Arney also
brought supplies to Hi-Tor
throughout the year as students
and families dropped off
donations at the school.
In an effort to raise awareness
and donations there were
posters throughout the school
offering facts and myths about
animals. Miss Arney hopes
to broaden the education and
awareness campaign next year.
This club received an
enormous amount of attention

from the beginning.
As Miss Arney stated, “The
fact that over 40 students have
joined or expressed interest in
joining in [the first] two weeks
[was] just overwhelming.”
Miss Arney thinks that the
numbers will continue to grow
over time.
Miss
Arney
is
very
pleased with what they have
accomplished in their first
year. “I am very proud of the
students who created and have
been a part of this club and I do
think it is a success,” she said.
Students who are interested
can sign up in Google
Classroom using the code
3vpl54, or come to one of the
club meetings, which are most
Thursdays after school in Miss
Arney’s room.
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Tony Award-winning set designer
speaks with Dramatic Arts students
by Isaac Todd '19
Evan Adamson, a Tony
Award-winning Broadway set
designer recently visited the
Dramatic Arts class at Pearl
River High School. Adamson is
a former student of Ms. Carter,
of the English department.
Adamson is a graduate of
SUNY Purchase and is an
experienced worker in the
career of set design. He has
worked on many major shows
such as the Tony Awardwinning musical "Once."
“It is very impressive that
such a young person could
do so much,” Ms. Carter said
about Adamson. “It just goes
to show you that you can
honestly achieve anything
with something as simple as
dedication and a state college
degree.”
Out of college, it was easy for
Adamson to get work because
he was able to do certain things
that even experts in the career
were simply not able to do,
according to Ms. Carter.
Right out of college he was
already working on set design

for the revival of the classic
musical Fiddler on the Roof.
Adamson has traveled the
world to gather information
on the subject, and has worked
with many important figures
in the field as well. One such
figure is Santo Loquasto, who
has been nominated for a Tony
twenty-one times and won the
award four times.
Adamson’s toughest job
seemed to be the time he
worked in on a set in China.
Working on sets in a foreign
country was ironically not very
foreign to him, but his time
in China was a little different
because he did not speak the
language and was not given an
interpreter.
Apparently,
Adamson
originally wanted to be a set
painter but realized his talent
and went for the set design
major that allowed him to
travel the world and meet some
amazing people.
It was also this realization
that allowed for him to become
a master of his craft, and to
become renowned for it as well.

by Owen Russell '19
Ultra Code is a club here
at the high school that gives
students the opportunity to
learn the language of code in a
fun after-school environment.
There are already two classes
that deal with learning the art of
coding, Coding and Computer
Science. These two classes are
full year electives that have
been added recently to the
curriculum.
The interest in coding here
mirrors that of the job market.
The job market is expanding
to more and more computer
related jobs and the new club
is allowing students to learn the
all important skill.
Coding will not only help
students have the traditional
computer jobs (i.e Hardware
Engineer), but it also gives
students the required skills
to become Video Game
Programmers
and
Web
Developers.
Senior Shubhang Pandya, is
member and founder of Ultra
Code. Pandya created the club
in late April 2017, because
he thought there was a need
for computer science based
curriculum: “The reason I
started Ultra Code was because
there was no coding club in
school, and there were only two
computer-based classes in the

school (computer science and
coding).”
The club has gone through
its fair share of growth since
its inception last school year.
Pandya said, “The first year I
started the club it was only a
website development club, but
this year we expanded to not
only websites, but hardware
and more departments that
are coming soon, such as
application development and
energy development.”
Pandya wants students to
know that Ultra Code is always
looking for new members:
“The reason you should join
Ultra Code is because its not
like the other courses we are
completely different, we offer
different departments where
you can excel, if you want.”
As the year winds down, vice
president Malakai Loudermilk
reflected on how well the year
went for Ultra Code:
“I would say that we have
done a lot this year. Some of the
really big things we have done
this year include building a
calculator rover, demonstrating
how to build a website, and a
remote-powered fan.”
Ultra Code is on the rise and
they are looking for students
who love computer science.
Everyone interested in coding
join next year and get coding.

Ultra Code: PR's new frontier
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Rupert Holmes visits Pearl River YA author speaks at the
by TJ Sullivan '18
Rupert Holmes, the famous
songwriter and playwright,
came to visit the Pearl
River High School Theatre
Department. Being a Nanuet
native he was excited that
a school was putting on
"Curtains" right next to his
hometown. He talked to
students about the production of
"Curtains," this year's musical.

and the stories that came out of
its time on Broadway.
“Curtains” is a murder
mystery, comedy, and a musical
all wrapped up into one show.
The Book (dialogue) was
written by Rupert Holmes; the
first draft was actually started
by a man named Peter Stone,
who died during production.
It was left up to Holmes to
finish the book after his work

Rupert Holmes, one of the writers of Curtains, speaks to the cast.

with "The Mystery of Edwin
Drood." The music was left
to Fred Ebb and John Kander
who are responsible for
musicals such as "Cabaret" and
"Chicago."
“'Curtains' is an interesting
show because it is a musical
about musicals,” says Holmes.
He ended the visit by singing
his famous song, "Escape (The
Pina Colada Song)." He took it
verse by verse and explained
his songwriting process. His
father was a music teacher at
Nyack High School so he was
surrounded by music all the
time. He began his career with
a garage band until his big
break “Escape.”
Holmes said before he sang
the chorus that when they
first went to record the song
he made up the pina colada
lyric on the spot. That first
recording was the only version
they did because it worked
so well. Rupert Holmes gave
our students a lot of insight
and praise when he saw our
production "Curtains" at the
Saturday performance.

by Brendan Iannucci '19
This year, the high school
welcomed a brand new club
into the fold: the Forensics
Team. This type of forensics
is not science-related, but is
instead focused on the art of
speech. Pearl River’s Forensics
Team competes in debate and
speech-based competition.
In the fall, the team focuses
on oral interpretation of poetry
and prose.
Amelia Lesnick placed in
a competition in the category
Oral Interpretation: Poetry.
Ms. Carter, the team's coach
said, “This was our first year. It
was really exciting to be a brand
new team and have somebody
place; that was awesome.”
At the end of fall, the team
wrote speeches on a specific
topic. This year’s topic was
“Because I Can.”
In the spring, the team
prepared for their debate
competition. The team was
given one week to prepare
to argue both sides of the
argument.
This year’s topics were
whether or not the US should
legalize recreational marijuana
and whether or not semiautomatic rifles should be
banned.
“Good debaters can debate
either side of the issue,”
explained Ms. Carter, “it’s

Junior Bridget Maye (left) and sophomore Amelia Lesnick were
both members of the Forensics Team during its first year.

really a matter of how well you
can present an argument.”
Sophomore Amelia Lesnick
said, “It was really fun. I got
to meet the nicest competitors
I’ve ever met. Even though the
team is small, it was fun to be
on."
Junior Bridget Maye, another
member of the team said, “It
definitely helped with public
speaking skills and debate
skills. It was really interesting
to see everybody from the
different schools competing.”
Students who want to be
attorneys or just like to argue
will find themselves at home in

the Forensics Tam.
According to Ms. Carter,
the Forensics Team will “give
students absolute practice
in arguing and creating
arguments.”
“This year has been a very
good learning experience for
all of us,” explained Ms. Carter,
who is recruiting new members
for next year.
If you are interested in
participating, meetings will
be held at the beginning
of next year. Listen to the
announcements
or
see
Ms. Carter for additional
information.

by Jack Sweeney '19
On March 15th, the Pearl
River
Academic
Team
competed in the annual county
invitational at Suffern High
School.
The tournament followed a
strong season for Academic
Team, as the team finished third
out of nine teams in league
competition, with a record of
5-3.
The starting four at the
invitational consisted of seniors
Tara Quinlivan, Matt Heider,
Jimmy Maher, and Aidan
Meehan.
Going into invitationals,

Pearl River was already
playing at a disadvantage, as
they were without two seniors
that played vital roles during
the season, Hanna Preston and
Lina Ariyan.
Jimmy Maher said, "I feel
like we were nervous without
them, but we were ready."
In the opening matchup, it
was an Orange Bowl rematch,
with Pearl River facing a
difficult opponent in Tappan
Zee.
The match went back and
forth, but in the end, Tappan
Zee pulled it out despite
some clutch answers from

Jimmy Maher with little time
remaining.
In the second round, against
Ramapo, Pearl River found
their footing and began to play
more like their season form.
Pearl River had one of its
strongest rounds of the season,
putting up a whopping 225 and
topping Ramapo's 20 in large
part due to Jimmy Maher.
In the knockout stages, Pearl
River drew Nanuet, a matchup
that immediately drew eyes due
to the storied rivalry between
the two schools.
The matchup saw Nanuet
take the round, as both schools
went back and forth until
Nanuet began to pull away in
the last couple of minutes.
The final score was 145-115
in favor of Nanuet.
It was a disappointing loss,
but spirits remained high
at Suffern, with members
of the Academic Team
understanding just how much
they accomplished both during
the season and the invitational.
The Academic Team will
begin practices for the 20182019 season next October.

Forensics Team has successful first year

Academic Team finishes third in the county

Pearl River Public Library
by Brendan Iannucci '19
On May 23, author Carolyn
MacCullough, author of young
adult series “Once a Witch,”
spoke at the Pearl River Public
Library about her books and
how to make it in the publishing
industry to students who wish
to pursue writing.
MacCullough started off her
talk about inspiration and how
she was inspired to write her
“Once a Witch” series.
“Inspiration often comes
before the work,” explained
MacCullough, while talking
about how she was inspired to
write her books.
When she was asked about
her methods and the process
she goes through when writing,
she explained that all writers
have different methods.
According to MacCullough,
“It is a slow process, but that’s
okay. You just have to sit down
and make yourself do it. You
can’t distract yourself.”
Junior Bridget Maye attended
the event and said, "She was a
great speaker and had advice
that was good for prospective
writers."
Ms. MacCullough was asked
by an audience member if it is
possible to support yourself on
writing.
“It is really, really hard
to support yourself on your
writing,” she explained to the
audience. “Staying published

is very difficult, but, it is not
unachievable.
MacCullough, who attended
The New School, a university
located in Manhattan, applied
for their poetry program.
“When I applied for The New
School, I got rejected from
the poetry program,” she said.
However, MacCullough is now
the published author of five
books.
During her talk, MacCullough
was asked about the role social
media plays in the publishing
industry. MacCullough said
that “social media does not
necessarily translate into sales.
Obviously it works for some
authors such as John Green,”
MacCullough explained.
John Green is the author of
young adult novels such as
"The Fault in our Stars" and
"Paper Towns," and has a big
presence on social media.
“Nowadays social media
will play a part in an author's
life for better or for worse,”
MacCullough told the audience.
McCullough's words provide
great insight for people who
wish to pursue writing as a
career. While the industry may
be difficult, it is ultimately up
to you to work hard and keep
writing. Even she has faced
difficulties in her career. But, as
MacCullough said, “anything
that is worth having is hard to
obtain.”

Author MacCullough (center) offered advice to aspiring writers.

Interested in
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Pirate TV?
Enroll in Journalism
the

or join the

Journalism Club
Use the Google
Classroom code
e2h47u

PAGE 4

PIRATES’ LOG

JUNE 2018

Isaac Todd: Yu-Gi-Oh! Master Hornacek joins
by Brendan Iannucci '19
Junior Isaac Todd is an avid
player of Yu-Gi-Oh, a trading
card game, and competed in
local tournaments over the
summer.
Yu-Gi-Oh is a trading card
game made by Japanese
entertainment company and
game
developer
Konami
and
Kazuki
Takahashi, a
comic
book
artist
and
writer.
The
game’s concept
and
design
is based off
the Japanese
comic of the
same
name
first published
in 1997. There
was later an
animated
children’s show
developed
based on the
comic in 2000.
Isaac began
playing Yu-GiOh around 2006 while he was in
elementary school. His passion
for the game, however, did not
develop until his early high
school career when he returned
to the game in 2014 after a
hiatus. Isaac’s participation in
tournaments, however, didn’t

begin until this past summer.
“I realized I was good enough
to play in tournaments,” Isaac
explained. “I saw that I have
the potential to be very good at
this game.”
The tournaments work like
any other. Players compete
against each other in brackets.
If a player loses, they are

eliminated from the bracket,
If they win, however, they
move up in the bracket to the
next round. Eventually, the
two finalists face off with the
chance to win the tournament
and reap the rewards.
“Tournament winnings can

range from anything between
card sets or money,” Isaac said.
Even though a majority of the
time the prize is a card set, most
of the tournaments Isaac has
participated in have involved a
cash prize.
Being that he competes in
local tournaments, Isaac has
only won up to $100. In larger
competitions, such as the
international
championship
that was held in
Japan this past
August, prizes
can be at least
$10,000.
I s a a c
explained the
game’s appeal
to all ages.
He said, “I
would
never
defend
the
fact that this is
meant for adults
because it's not.
In most aspects
I would say that
it is a children's
game, but people will like it no
matter what you do.”
Isaac gave the example of
old video games such as Super
Mario Bros. and Sonic that
were made for children, but
there were and still are enjoyed
by adults.

International Night celebrates diversity
by Sultana Rahman '18
Before you enter through the
gym doors, you are greeted
with the fragrant smell of food.
As you make your way through
the doors, you see the beautiful
bowls made by the students
at Pearl River High School.
Finally as you walk into the
cafeteria, Mrs. Kurzawa and
Mrs. Rosa graciously welcome
you to International Night.
International Night is widely
known by the community as a
night about food, culture and
most importantly diversity.
Each member of International
Club represents a different
country bringing in dishes
that are typically eaten in that
country along with creating
vibrant posters. You walk
around the room sampling and
learning about each dish.
Senior Katherine Carstensen
said she enjoys “experiencing
new cultures through food.”
Each dish has its own story
and background that the
International Club members
share.
Every year, the International
Night proceeds are donated
to a foundation. This year's
foundation, Akshaya Patra,
is the world's largest nongovernment-run meal program.
The
foundation
provides
school lunch to over 1.6
million children in 13,839
schools across twelve states in

Guidance Department
by Isaac Todd '19
Evelyn Hornacek is the new
guidance counselor at Pearl
River High School. Students
throughout the school seem to
be giving her a big welcome as
she says her favorite part of the
school is the students and staff
as well as their hospitality.
Coming from four years
of experience as a guidance
counselor from her time
in Andrew Wayne Middle
School, and after a year of
hiatus, Hornacek has come to
Pearl River High School in her
first position as a high school
guidance counselor.
Prior to working in guidance,
she had worked for an
insurance company known as
The Standard after receiving
her degree from Fordham
University.
Hornacek's favorite hobby
is going on outdoor walks in
order to enjoy the scenery and
fresh air. Her favorite movie
is "A Few Good Men." Her
favorite song is "Hello" is by
Lionel Richie, and favorite
book is "The Great Gatsby."
Her overall goal for this
school year was to understand
the entire college process, as

this is her first year working
guidance in a high school, in
order to help other students in
understanding the requirements
and suggestions for what
it takes to apply and attend
college.
Hornacek said, “I think that
if I were to have the students
of Pearl River know anything
about me, it’d be that I am
bilingual, I am very open to
everything, and I want the
students to tell me their stories
and not be afraid to come in
and say hi.”

in college. “I served in the
military for twenty years so
my first career choice was a
military officer as an engineer
and scientist.”
After completing his service
in the military, Shannon
saw an opportunity to put
his knowledge to use in the
classroom.
In his free time, Shannon
enjoys playing the card game
Magic:
The
Gathering,
traveling
and
reading books.
In the past,
Shannon
has
coached
an
Ultimate Frisbee
team at West
Point and would
be interested in
starting a team
here at Pearl
River
High
School.
Shannon is excited to see his
students prosper in Physics and
in Science 8.
Shannon said, “I care about
each student individually and I
want them to do their best and
I expect them to do their best.”
In his classes, Shannon
expects the most from each
student in order to have a
successful year.

Flood is welcoming and says
to her students,“Feel free to
talk to me if you have an issue
going on or just if you want to
chat about school or friends or
sports, how your team is doing,
anything like that I’m willing
to listen,” she said.
Flood is “extremely happy
here and is very thankful to be
part of this school district.”
In her free time, Flood enjoys
running and ran a half marathon
on October 14 in Brooklyn. She
grew up listening to the Dave
Matthews Band, it is still her
choice of music today. Her
favorite book of all time is "A
Thousand Splendid Suns" by
Khaled Hosseini which was a
book she read in high school.
Her favorite TV show right
now is "This Is Us."

Shannon joins
science department

India. The fund was brought to
the club's attention by senior
Tara Iyer. Akshaya Patra’s
vision is that: “no child shall be
deprived of education because
of hunger.”
Ms. Rosa says International
Night is a night that “highlights
the many different cultures
that exist in Pearl River High
School and the Pearl River
community.”
The Pearl River community
is growing and includes people
of different backgrounds and
experiences. This night brings
together families, friends and
staff members to celebrate the
beauty of diversity and being
open to trying new foods.
For nearly ten years,

International
Night
has
respected diversity and shown
the community what can
happen when you embrace
one’s differences. We can learn
from each other by simply
understanding each other.
Senior
class
President,
Grainne McGinley describes
International Night as a night
that “offers so much diversity
and different opportunities to
eat at [..] different countries
and learn more about them.”
Being open to diversity
pushes us one step closer to
discovering all the brilliant
ideas and people that are out
there in the world.
So, what better way to start
than by trying new food?

by Sarah Carman '18
Mr. Shannon joined the Pearl
River High School Science
department this year to teach
Physics.
Shannon attended University
of North Carolina and the Air
Force Institute of Technology
in Dayton, Ohio where he
received a master’s degree in
Physics in 2005.
Shannon began a career in
the military
and
was
employed in
active duty
for twenty
years. He did
not deploy to
Iraq during
his service
since
his
skills were
most needed
in the states.
Once he
retired from
the military, Mr. Shannon
began teaching. Having worked
at The United States Military
Academy in West Point, NY,
and at Park College, a satellite
college in San Antonio, Texas,
Shannon was excited to
begin his first year of teaching
high school students.
Shannon did not plan to go
into teaching when he was

River with a great amount of
experience. After she graduated
from college she worked for a
year-long leave replacement
in Clarkstown South, and
then transferred to other high
schools.
Last year, she worked part
time in an elementary school in
Westchester, which was a “big
adjustment for [her]. It [took] a
lot of patience and time to do
little things even just lining up
or finding [the] assigned spots
in the gym.”
This is her first year at Pearl
River High School and she
says, “it’s nice for me come
back to high school which I was
comfortable in and I really love
working with high schoolers.”
One of Flood’s goals was
getting to know all of her

students. She was able to do
this by coaching a volleyball
team here for the first time and
also by coaching girls winter
and spring track.

She came into the school
wanting to teach a self defense
unit. She was able to teach one
class this year and hopes to
expand the program next year.

Grainne McGinley with her brothers Pearse (left) and Sean enjoy
the multicultural offerings of International Night.

Flood joins physical education department
by Julianne Donohoe '20
New to the school this year
was physical education teacher
Miss Flood. Flood attended
SUNY Cortland, where she
earned her master’s degree
in physical education. She
became interested in phys ed in
high school.
Flood said,“I started working
at a camp for kids with
disabilities, so I lifeguarded
there for a while and then I
started doing their athletics
there. So it was something that
I really enjoyed and got into.”
Miss Flood went to college
knowing phys ed was her first
career choice. “It’s what I
wanted to do and I stuck with
it and I’m glad that I’m here
now,” Flood said.
Flood comes to Pearl
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Youth and Government: future lawmakers Slattery travels to
by Brendan Iannucci '19
Students
interested
in
politics who wanted to learn
more about the ins and outs of
government found themselves
exactly where they wanted to
be this year by joining Youth
and Government.
Youth and Government is a
national program organized by
the YMCA that allows teens
nationwide to participate in
model-government programs.
Mrs. Carroll, the club's
advisor, said, “The goal of the
club is to expose students to
New York State’s legal system
by participating in it first hand.”
According to the YMCA
Youth
and
Government
website,
“Students
from
every corner of the U.S. have
the opportunity to immerse
themselves in experiential
civic engagement and to, quite
literally, practice democracy.”
This year, teens across the
country have met in their
local Youth and Government
groups to discuss issues facing
the citizens of their states and
propose legislation. Students
who have joined participated in
one of three branches: judicial,
legislative, or the press corps.
At the end of the program
students participated in “ a
mock government conference
that is held once a year in
Albany,”
explained
Mrs.
Carroll.
Legislative branch members
wrote up their own bill,
proposed it in front of a group at
the state conference in Albany,
then proceeded to debate over
and defend the bill against
others in hopes of getting it
passed.
Meanwhile, the judicial
branch students were given
a case that they prepared for
and argued at the conference

Russia for Gold Award

against other teams in the state.
Press corps students were given
the chance to write articles on
political happenings in the
real world and at the Albany
conference.
Jean-Paul Jeremie, a senior,
explained that he “learned how
to be a better leader, how to
manage time better, and how
to love politics” at the Albany
Conference.
Colleen Griffin, another
member of the club, said, “I
learned about the pressing
issues facing our state.”
Conor Burke, a senior and
member of the club, said,
“Originally, I joined because
my older brother did the club.
I found that it was a great place
for me to express my ideas
and grow as a debater and as
someone interested in a law
profession.”
“I believe the goal of the
club is to allow young citizens
to express their ideas in a
way that’s articulate and have
their ideas challenged without
ignorance,” Conor went on to

explain. “They are exposed
to different viewpoints and
are taught how to debate
productively and become
responsible and conscious
citizens.”
Marissa
Anselmi,
a
sophomore,
said,
“Youth
and Government has helped
educate and inform the students
that participated.”
Mrs. Carroll pointed out
that “While most students
who participate in Youth and
Government have an interest in
politics and law, the skills set
gained through participating is
invaluable in all areas of life
and in all future endeavors,
Students learn leadership and
public speaking skills while
building great friendships that
last a lifetime.”
So, if you are interested
in learning about the ins and
outs of government, pursuing
a profession in law or politics,
or just want to become a
conscientious citizen of New
York, consider joining Youth
and Government next year.

choir here at the high school.
Mr. Evans said, “This is a
group of all men that go to
Pearl River, and we plan on
singing a lot of a capella music,
and having a lot of fun.”
Evans would go on to
explain that even though a little

this on our own, we have the
opportunity to try things that
have never been done before.
This is all student-driven, so
this is a big step for the music
department.”
During this year's winter
concert, the men’s choir
performed the
song “Eye of
the Tiger,” a
song feautured
prominently in
the “Rocky”
series.
However, in
the afternoon
before
the
concert, lead
soloist Ryan
Ott was injured
in a badminton
game,
and
was unable to
perform.
The
choir
turned to a
freshman, Jacob Wallach,
to sing the solo. The young
freshman was left with the
difficult task of learning a
whole solo in five hours in
order to perform later that night.
Wallach did not disappoint.
Sullivan said, “He did a great
job. He really came up big for
us.”
Sullivan also went on to
praise how well the rest of the
group did on the night.
“We all sounded very good
together, and I think the song
choice was an important factor
on our performance,” said
Sullivan.
The men's choir performaed
at the Spring Concert on May
17th. The group performed
Canon in a Basket,”which is a
mashup between the classical
piece “Canon in D” combined
with Green Day’s “Basket
Case.”

by Ava Gibbons '19
Do you remember what you
were doing this past Novembersay between the 9th and the
18th? Was it memorable?
Did it have an impact? Well,
Sara Slattery, a junior, went to
Russia.
The trip was part of her Girl
Scout Gold Award which is the
highest level for high school
students, and requires eighty
hours of community service.
Slattery decided to create a
fundraiser to collect money and
provide Russian orphanages
with their own greenhouse.
The unusual thing about
getting the Gold Award is that
whatever project created, it
must be sustainable as Slattery
says, “the project must have the
ability to be carried on without
my own involvement.”
Slattery
chose
Russia
because “that’s the country
the group has been going to
for around 7-10 years, they’ve
come to know the people and
the area and visiting those kids
every time they because the
kids remember them.”
Slattery crocheted hats and
scarves and sold them to raise
money towards the fundraiser.
In total, she was able to raise
950 dollars. Because of the
enormous sum Slattery raised,
the staff at the orphanage
wanted Slattery to travel to
Russia and visit the orphanages

she had helped.
Through Slattery’s church,
the Faith Lutheran Brethren
Church in Briarcliff Manor,
Sara paid for half of the trip
while the church paid for the
rest. She traveled with a group
of church members for two
weeks visiting three different
orphanages
in
Pereslavl,
Russia.
Upon arriving, Slattery
was a little worried about
meeting the children would
go “Even though it was their
first time meeting me (which is
something I was apprehensive
about since the other four I was
with had all gone before) they
were very accepting and kind
toward me”
“It was the best experience,”
she said,"Pearl River feels like
a bubble and this trip gave me a
perspective of the world.”
Getting outside of your
community and encountering
the problems in the world,
this can motivate you to help
change it. For those who want
to help just like Sara, she has a
few ideas.
Slattery said, “There are
always donations like socks
and gloves, but I can also take
these items and send them the
orphanages if people wish to
give!” By getting out there and
making a difference, people
have a positive impact on
others.

Men's Choir makes its debut

by Dante Simeti '19
On Wednesday September
13th, the new men’s choir at
Pearl River High School had
their first rehearsal.
This is the first time ever
there has been a men’s choir
at Pearl River. For years, only
women’s
choirs and
co-ed choirs
have existed
at the school.
This
all
men’s choir
will be the
first of its
kind, and is
looking to
have a big
impact on
the school.
Seniors
TJ Sullivan
and Conor
Burke
are
the founders
of the Men’s Choir, and Pearl
River’s band teacher, Mr. Evans
is their advisor. Together, they
came up with the idea to create
their own choir.
Sullivan said, ‘‘It has always
been an idea for us, but there
was always an issue if we had
enough people or that it wasn’t
possible.”
Over the years, they were
not able to gather up enough
performers to create a choir
that would be successful.
Sullivan said, “Now we have
enough people to get a whole
group together, and we want it
to be really good.”
The talks about creating
an all men’s choir began last
year with the main office.
Sullivan and current men’s
choir advisor, Mr. Evans went
and had conversations with
Mr. Murphy, and discussed the
possibility of adding a men’s

experience in singing would be
helpful, that anyone who wants
to join the choir can, and that he
would be happy to have them.
Senior, and men’s choir cofounder Conor Burke was
excited at the beginning of the
rehearsals for the group.
Burke said, “It’s a small
group, filled with guys who
all want and are excited to be
there, so it [was] fun.”
Also, he was optimistic on
the opportunities that open up
due to the fact that it is an all
men’s group.
One important aspect of
the new group is song choice.
Founder TJ Sullivan and
advisor Mr. Evans want to give
the group a choice in the songs
they sing, and even solos if
they are interested.
Sullivan said, “It's important
that we have a choice in what
we sing. Since we are starting

Slattery raised money for Russian orphanages for her Gold Award.

PIRATE TV NEEDS A NEW LOGO. IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A DESIGN FOR
PIRATE TV, SUBMIT A DESIGN THROUGH
THE JOURNALISM CLUB GOOGLE
CLASSROOM PAGE.
USE THE CLASSROOM CODE e2h47u.
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Pearl River students visit Costa Rica

by Jack Sweeney '19
On March 30th, a group of
Pearl River students ventured
to Costa Rica on a trip headed
by resident Spanish teacher,
Mr. Wolf. The group returned
on April 7th after a week of
experiencing the rich culture of
Costa Rica.
Mr. Wolf said, “It’s very rare
that you can be 16,17,18 years
old, be in high school, and have
an international trip planned
to Costa Rica to go with your
favorite teacher, and not be
with your parents, be with your
friends, have everything taken
care of for you and have just
such an amazing time.”
Mr. Wolf has run either eight
or nine trips so far in his career.
Admittedly, he is not sure
of the exact number. He has
experience with travel, as he
has spent time all around the
world, studying in Spain, and
actually running a small tour
guide business in Costa Rica
after college.
This year’s trip consisted
of a week traveling around
Costa Rica and experiencing
its diverse culture. Students
who decided to go on the
trip swam underneath La
Fortuna Waterfall, rode on
horseback along the shores
of Lake Arenal, explored the
Monteverde Cloud Forest, and
much more.
Katelyn Freedberg, a senior
who went on the trip, said, “We
got to see the different parts of
Costa Rica like the mountains
and the jungle and the beach…

Students interacted with the people and culture of Costa Rica.

How it was planned really
exposed us to Costa Rican
culture rather than resort stuff.”
At La Fortuna, Spanish
for ‘The Fortune’, travelers
swam underneath the scenic
70 meter waterfall at the base
of the dormant Chato Volcano.
Those that chose to participate
in the Lake Arenal activity
experienced the beauty of
Costa Rica while traveling
toward the Monteverde Cloud
Forest on horseback. The day
after the group’s horseback
excursion, they ventured to
the Monteverde Cloud Forest
where they had stunning views
and ziplined through the forest.
While the beautiful scenery
was a large part of the trip, what

was particularly impactful for
the students and Mr. Wolf alike
was the group’s experience
when visiting an orphanage and
a local school in Costa Rica.
Matt Heider, a senior that
went on the trip, said, “It was
an eye-opening experience to
see kids that had so little but
still had that much joy in their
lives. And to be a part of it
even for the few hours was an
experience that I will remember
for the rest of my life. I can
speak for everyone on the trip
when I say we wanted to stay
longer with the kids and wanted
to know ways in which we
could help and stay in contact
with them after we left.”
It also had a profound impact

by Sarah Carman '18
In July of 2019, a group
of Pearl River High School
students will take a trip to
Australia and New Zealand
with Ms. Hohner and Mrs.
McCaffrey.
On this 15 day trip, students
will be able to see the Northern
Island of New Zealand which
includes enjoying relaxing
in hot pools and visiting the
Kawiti Glow Worm caves. In
New Zealand, you will also
be visiting the indigenous
Polynesian people, known as
the Maori.
“We will then fly to Australia
and we will see wild kangaroos,
canoe
through
Mangrove
forests in the Sunshine coast,”
says Hohner. Students will
also be able to explore the local
rainforests in Surfers Paradise.
The next stop on the trip is
the beautiful city of Sydney,
Australia. While in Sydney,
the group will visit the Sydney
Opera House, one of Sydney’s
most
famous
landmarks.
Built in 1959 in Bennelong
Point on Sydney Harbour, the
Sydney Opera House is one
of Australia’s most distinctive
buildings.
Another stop in the city is
the Featherdale Wildlife Park.
While at the park the group
will visit with kangaroos,
wombats and wallabies. This
park will be an opportunity to
get up close and personal with
some of Australia’s 60 million

kangaroos and wallabies.
Australia is also home to
many beautiful landmarks
and islands. “We will see the
Sydney Harbor Bridge, the
Opera House, hike through
Fraser Island and we will
explore the city and beaches of
Sydney” says Mrs. Hohner.
According to Mrs. Hohner,
“The trip is open to all students
that will be 14-18.” Although
this is not a school sponsored
trip, nearly every student
attending Pearl River High
School will be able to attend
this trip. “This is a trip of a
lifetime, there is no better gift
than that of travel.”
“After living in Australia
for almost two years, I can
confidently say it is one of
the most beautiful places in
the world.” Mrs. Hohner, who
is leading the trip, lived in
Australia for part of her life,
which means that she has
insider knowledge of some
of Australia’s most beautiful
spots.
“You will forget most
tangible presents, but you will
never forget an experience”
says Hohner. The experience
of travel, is an amazing
graduation present. There is
not many opportunities to
travel to travel to a country as
amazing as Australia. Going on
a trip with some of your best
friends from high school is an
experience that you will never
forget.

by Jack Sweeney '19
From March 30th to April
7th, students from Pearl River
traveled to the Galapagos
Islands off the coast of Ecuador.
The trip was organized by Mrs.
Caul and chaperoned by Mrs.
Lesnick.
Mrs. Caul said, “I really
enjoyed travelling with the
students and watching their
eyes be opened to the world.
I think the students will
remember the trip for the rest
of their life.”
In
regards
to
the
aforementioned
impact
on students, junior Valerie
Ramsay, who was on the trip,
agrees with Mrs. Caul.
Valerie said, “It was a life
changing experience. I got to
see how other people lived; I
was able to get out of the bubble
of Pearl River and learn about
other cultures and traditions."
The company that ran the
trip, EF Tours, describes the
venture on their website, “On
Isabela, Santa Cruz and San
Cristobal islands, observe the
giant tortoises, finches and
mockingbirds that helped
solidify
Darwin's
theory
of evolution. On mainland
Ecuador, the discoveries are
more culturally oriented at
Quito's Independence Plaza,
the Intinan Museum and
Otavalo.”
On the first day, the travellers
landed in Quito, Ecuador and
met their tour guides.
The following day was rather
different than the rest of the trip,
as the group was given a tour of
Quito, rather than experiencing
the landscape of the area. They
saw the Independence Plaza, a
historic square located in the
center of Old Quito, and the
Government Palace, essentially
the White House of Ecuador.
The third day was a travel
day for the expedition, as the
group flew to Baltra Island and
then went, by boat, to Isabela
Island.
Following their day of
strictly travel, the students went
snorkeling, visited a flamingo

on Mr. Wolf, who previously
lived in Costa Rica and is
familiar with the struggles of
locals.
Wolf said, “That’s where it
really hit home for the students.
You don’t necessarily always
realize how fortunate you are.
When you’re going through
daily life, and you’re stressed
out,... dealing with all the things
you have to deal with, and then
you just get a little perspective.
And I think that was probably
the highlight for most of the
people, including myself.
And for me, it is particularly
gratifying to see the students
in that element, and seeing
how they really step it up, and
really it’s such a wonderful
and impactful experience…
Hopefully, it has an impact on
them, not just that moment, but
moving forward.”
The group in past years has
consisted of eighteen students,
traveling to either Spain or
Costa Rica depending on the
year. Mr. Wolf said, “I’ve
chosen these two countries
for specific reasons: Spain
is because I studied there,
particularly in Barcelona at
the University of Barcelona.
It is one of my favorite, if not
my favorite city in the world…
The other trip is to Costa Rica.
When I graduated college, I
moved to Costa Rica, and I had
an amazing experience.”
Senior, Helena Clark, was
also moved by her experience
in Costa Rica. She said, “The
trip, as a whole, made me want

to live there for a little when
I’m older. It was such a fun
learning experience.”
The trip was run through
ACIS, an educational travel
company. Their goals for their
Costa Rica trips are for students
to become familiar with the
Costa Rican culture, understand
the importance of preserving
the endangered species located
in Costa Rica, and to explore
the diverse topography.
Being run through ACIS, the
primary goals of the trip were
educational. Of course, this is
not a conventional educational
opportunity for students. For
Spanish students, it was an
opportunity to actively use the
language.
Mr. Wolf said, “When you’re
in Costa Rica, you have lots of
real life opportunities to use the
language. Whether it’s talking
with the waiters and waitresses
in the restaurant, whether it is in
the hotel… the students have an
infinite number of opportunities
to use the language.”
Matt Heider, described his
opportunity to use Spanish in
Costa Rica: “Visiting Costa
Rica let me use Spanish in a
real life context where I needed
to use it to communicate. I had
always loved Spanish, but now
I know I am going to continue
it in college.”
Mr. Wolf hopes to run a
similar trip next year. He
encourages students of all ages
to participate because it is “a
wonderful opportunity to see
how other people live.”

Trip down under planned Students travel in Darwin's footsteps

Students will visit the Sydney Opera House as part of the trip.

Students experienced the natural beauty of the Galapagos.

habitat, and hiked the Sierra
Negra Volcano, which rises to
an altitude of 1,124 meters in
the air.
On the fifth day, the group
got into touch with some of the
more scientific ventures on the
island. They visited the Charles
Darwin Research Station,
which studies the biology on
the islands, in addition to being
a breeding center.
They then traveled to the
Santa Cruz highlands where
they observed tortoises in the
wild.
The next day, they were back
on a boat, this time traveling
to San Cristóbal Island. After
arriving, they hiked Tijeretas
Hill and reached a brilliant
view of the Galapagos.
They then visited the San
Cristóbal Interpretation Center,

which helps educates travelers
about the diverse ecosystem on
the islands.
The seventh day was another
travel day, as the group
returned to their starting point,
Quito after spending their last
morning on San Cristóbal
Island.
On the eighth day, now back
in Quito, the group delved into
some of the cultural aspects
of Ecuador’s capital. They
discovered how many locals
get their food, experiencing a
local, authentic Quito market.
On the ninth and final day, the
crew returned on an overnight
flight back to New York.
Having taken the experience
back home to Pearl River, the
Galapagos Islands Trip has
had a profound impact on the
students and faculty alike.
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Pearl River girls soccer wins state championship

by Dante Simeti '19
On Sunday, November 11th,
the Pearl River varsity girls
soccer team did something that
no soccer team has ever done in
Pearl River history. The Lady
Pirates won a Class A State
Title.
For the second consecutive
year, the 2017 NYSPHSAA
girls soccer championships
were held in Cortland, New
York. The Pirates had to face a
talented team, and a relatively
familiar foe, the defending State
champions, Spencerport High
School from Section 5. Coming
into the game, Spencerport was
ranked number six in the nation.
This is the team who knocked
out the Pirates the previous
year in Cortland in the State
semifinals by a score of 6-0.
However, the Ladies were
able to show Spencerport early
that this would be different
game from last year. The
game eventually had to go
into overtime, and would end
in a tie, with a score of 2-2.
However, since it ended in a tie,
both sides are considered State
Champions.
Although
they
are
technically co-champions with
Spencerport, it does not take
anything from what the team
was able to accomplish.
Senior Cate Feerick said,
“No, I’m really proud of us.
State Champions are State
Champions.”
With this being the first ever
state championship for soccer
in Pearl River history, Coach
Peabody puts himself in an

exclusive club of coaches who
have coached a team to a State
championship. Peabody gave
most of the credit to the girls for
their incredible achievement.
“I’m just really proud of the
kids on what they achieved,”
said Peabody. “This is more
than just a championship, but
an honor for our team, their
classmates, and the town
itself.”
Although the Pirates had an
incredibly successful season, it
was not always the easiest. The
Pirates, who were defending
Section 1 and Regional
Champions
the
previous
season, had a major target on
their backs. The Pirates had
been challenged game after
game, but were able to outplay
these teams and continue to
win the close games.
The Pirates started off their
season hot, defeating Hendrick
Hudson High School 9-0.
Eventually, they would
suffer their first and only loss
of the season to rival Nanuet
by a score of 3-1. Some were
skeptical if the Pirates were
going to be able to bounce
back.
Peabody said, “We had a part
of the season where there was a
lack of urgency and lost focus.”
“It seemed like at some point,
they got a little bored. And then
we had the loss to Nanuet, so
we needed to focus and get
serious. Had to keep our eyes
on the prize,” said Peabody.
Although the Pirates suffered
a crushing loss to Nanuet, the
girls were able to avenge that

loss later in the season on an
even bigger stage, the League
Championship game.
This win gave the Pirates the
major confidence boost they
needed to push through the rest
of the season.
The team would enter the
Sectional Tournament as the
number two seed, and make
their way into the final rather
easily. The Pirates would be
crowned Section Champions
for the second straight season.
The next weekend in the
regional finals, the team
punched their tickets to the
state semifinals in Cortland.
Senior
captain
Meagan
Woods knew this could be her
last ever game in the Pirate
uniform, and had a message for
her team going into the game.
Woods said, “I just told them
that this could be the last time
playing with each other, and
to leave it all on the field. Just
have fun with it and do your
best.”

Madison McDonough swims to States
by Ryan Windram '19
Junior Madison McDonough
qualified
for
the
NYS
Girls
Varsity
Swimming
Championship in two events,
the 100 yard backstroke and the
200 yard individual medley.
At the state meet she placed
10th in the backstroke with a
time of 57.04 seconds and she
placed 16th in the individual
medley with a time of 2:08.66

seconds.
In both cases she broke the
PRHS team records.
McDonough was first invited
to the State Prelims where she
had her personal best in both
events.
With these new personal
records, it helped her qualify
for the State meet, as well as
the Federations meet.
For the 200 Individual

Medley McDonough was
seeded 14th in the B Final. As
for the 100 meter backstroke
McDonough was seeded 9th in
the A final.
While this was her second
time there she still raved about
the experience as she said, “It
was a great experience going
for the second time and just
focusing on racing."
Madison was also named
2nd team All-County in the
200 meter Individual Medley
as well as the 100 meter
backstroke.
McDonough
said,
“It’s
always great to represent Pearl
River in and out of the pool.”
McDonough is looking
ahead to next season, her final
as a Pirate swimmer and she’s
heading into the season with
high hopes.
McDonough said, “Hopefully
we can have a relay qualify
next year.”
With these goals in mind, only
big things should be expected
from the team next school
year as well as McDonough’s
season.

With the score sitting at 0-0
with about two minutes left in
regulation, sophomore Kate
McNally would do what she had
done consistently all season…
score. The goal would solidify
the win for the Lady Pirates,
and send them into the state
finals against the extremely
talented, and nationally ranked,
Spencerport High School of
Section 5.
Knowing this would be
an extremely challenging
game for the girls, Coach
Peabody offered words of
encouragement.
“I wanted them to live in the
moment, and not worry about
winning and losing, just live in
the moment. Don't worry about
last year, and just kept telling
them to play the game the
way they knew how to,” said
Peabody.
Peabody said, “Today is the
greatest day of your life, enjoy
this moment. This is a once in a
lifetime opportunity.”

Congratulations to the
2017-2018
Journal News
Scholar-Athlete
of the Week
Award Winners
Erin Clinton
Basketball
Erin DeRubertis
Tennis
Brian Flaherty
Track and Field
Kelsey Murphy
Winter Cheerleading
Meagan Woods
Softball

Michael Daly qualifies for Olympic trials
by TJ Sullivan '18
On August 9th 2017, senior,
Michael Daly qualified for
Olympic Trial Times.
Daly qualified for the 400
individual medley with a
time of four minutes, twentysix seconds, and thirty-five
milliseconds. The time to
qualify is four minutes, twentyseven seconds, and fortynine milliseconds. This is a
difference of only slightly more
than a second.
Daly said, “this may not seem
like a lot, but in the swimming
world you have to fight for
every hundredth of a second.”
Daly began his career the
summer before fifth grade at
Stony Brook Swim Club. There
he fell in love with the sport
and the competition. That fall
he joined the Condors, where

he still swims today. Daly
is currently a member of the
Condors national team.
Daly begins his preparation
for meets months in advance.
He clocks in over twenty hours
a week, before and after school,
making sure he will race to the
best of his ability.
When arriving at the meet
he said, “I just try to have fun
and put my faith in the process.
The goal is always the same,
race hard.”
Daly is currently committed
to the Penn State University
Honors Program. He is the first
verbal commitment to the mens
swim team for the Penn State
Class of 2022.
When asked about taking his
swimming career past college
he said, “obviously it’s every
swimmer's dream to continue

swimming, but right now I’m
just focused on the next three
years leading up to 2020.”
Daly tried out for the United

States National Swim Team in
Omaha, Nebraska. Competing
in the Tokyo 2020 Olympics
remains a dream of his.

With five minutes left, the
score was still 0-0. Junior Tara
Guilfoyle was able to find an
opening and score, putting the
Pirates ahead 1-0 with four
minutes left.
However, Spencerport would
not back down. On their next
possession, Spencerport would
be able to retaliate with a goal
of their own and tie the game
1-1. Regulation would end
at 1-1, and the Lady Pirates
would be headed to yet another
overtime.
In the second overtime, Tara
Guilfoyle scored yet another
goal. Guilfoyle praised her
teammates for helping her get
the opportunity to score two
goals.
Guilfoyle said, “I couldn't
have done it without the
support of my amazing team.
I was able to find openings in
their defense and give myself
the opportunity to score. I knew
somebody had to score to give
us a chance to win, so I got it
done.”
Once again, Spencerport
was not fazed. They retaliated
within thirty seconds to tie
the game back up at 2-2.
Eventually, the game ended and
both sides would be crowned as
champions.
“Obviously it would have
felt better to be sole champions
and not share it, but state
champions is state champions,”
Guilfoyle said. “We are the first
ones to ever do it in Pearl River
history, so that is an incredible
achievement that could never
be shared. We own that.”

Girls Sports
Highlights

by Julianne Donohoe '20
Girls winter track had a
successful season. Niamh
Durcan, Jess McDermott,
Annie McCormack, and Mary
Borkowski were in a 4x8
relay that made it to Nationals.
Additionally, Ciara Durcan
placed 5th in nationals for
speed walking. Niamh Durcan
and Mary Borkowski also
made it to States. Congrats to
these girls for a great season!
Field hockey had a great
season, coming out undefeated
in their league games with a
record of 7-0-1. Great job to
Kerry Gettler who won player
of the year for field hockey!
Congratulations to the girls
volleyball team who made it to
the playoffs for the first time in
ten years. Great work!
Girls varsity basketball had
a great season finishing with
a record of 13-8, finishing
third overall in their league.
They also won the Lakeland
Tournament and placed second
in the Pearl River Holiday
Tournament.
Individually,
Bridget Byrnes was picked
for both all-league selections
and all-county selections. Erin
Clinton was also chosen for
all-league, all-county, and allsection selections. Great job!
Junior Madison McDonough
placed 10th in the 100 yard
backstroke with a time of
57.04 seconds and 16th in the
individual medley with a time
of 2:08.66 seconds at States. In
both cases breaking the PRHS
team records. Congratulations!
Girls spring track won the
Section 1 Class B track & field
championships.
Several members of the
spring track team made it to
States: Mary Borkoski- 2000m
Steeplechase and 4x800m
relay, Erin Clinton- 400IH
and 4x800m relay, Sarah
Hayes- 4x800m relay, Annie
McCormack- 4x800m relay,
and Kayleigh MiedreichPentathlon.
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Piscani wins 11th annual ping pong tournament
by Dante Simeti '19
The 11th annual ping pong
tournament started on Monday,
February 27th, with 128 people
competing to be the new ping
pong champion of Pearl River
High School.
The tournament was three
days long, taking place on
Monday the 27th and Tuesday
the 28th in the cafeteria. The
last day of the tournament,
Thursday the 1st, was played
in the gym with four tables
set up to play the “Elite 8”
round of the tournament. The
tournament started with seven
tables on days one and two.
Games were all played to 21,
with a best-of-three series to
determine the winner.
Mr.Wolf, formally known
as Señor Lobo, has been the
director of the tournament and
a competitor for the last eleven
years. He is also the coach of
the Ping Pong Squad, and helps
designs the bracket that is used
to determine the matches.
The bracket is a “March
Madness” style, with a max
of 128 spots to be filled. In the
bracket, there are four different
number one seeds, one for each
corner of the bracket.
The top four seeds in this
year's ping pong tournament
were Lobo, sophomore John
Piscani, junior Liam O’Connor,
and junior Kyle Muldoon.
Although it was
anyone's
game, sophomore John Piscani
was the favorite coming into
day one.
Day one consisted of the
round of 128, where people in
out brackets played in order to
get into the round of 64 the next
day. All the one seeds, except
John Piscani, had received
a bye to the round of 64, and
did not have to compete on
Monday afternoon.
Piscani was challenged by
Earth Science teacher, Mr.
Kendrick, and got the win in
dominant fashion.
“He’s a fierce competitor,”
said Mr. Kendrick after losing
both games to Piscani, game
one by a score of 21-4, and
21-6 in game two.
Kendrick said, “He may have
been taking it easy on me, and I
was happy enough to score four
monumental points.”
Kendrick went on to say how

if they had played a few more
games, he may have been able
to beat Piscani.
“I could have probably beat
him if we played 7 or 8 games,”
said Kendrick. Kendrick was
not shy about coming back to
challenge Piscani at next year's
tournament.
Kendrick said, “I look
forward to calling him out next
year, round one.”
Day two was filled with more
action, where games were
played until only the “Elite 8”
were left. All of the top seeds
advanced, and there were two
different brother battles.
The first was between twins,
Liam and Luke O’Connor. The
twins were two of the better
competitors in the tournament,
but ended up having to square
off against each other in the
Sweet 16 round.
The two usually play at home,
so both were very familiar with
each other's playing styles.
“Younger brother” Liam would
advance past Luke in two
games, with scores of 21-18
and 21-15.
“The first game was really
close, and I was getting
nervous,” said Liam. According
to the twins, Liam is usually the
winner at home, but it is always
close and competitive.
Luke said, “If I were to lose
to anyone, I was glad it was
him."
Liam was then set off to
play sophomore Matt Vilaboy,
another player who was
expected to make some noise in
the tournament, and potentially
pull off a few upsets.
The other brotherly matchup
was between senior Cian
Ryan, and his younger brother,
sophomore Jack Ryan. In this
one however, the older sibling
would prevail as the winner
and move on to the “Elite 8.”
Cian would face off against one
of the one seeds, junior Kyle
Muldoon, on day three.
Lobo was not the only teacher
that advanced to the “Elite 8”
on day three. Mr. Carlacci had
a good run of games and beat
some worthy opponents, and
had booked his ticket to the
third day of competition.
On the third day, a new
champion was to be crowned.
All eight competitors squared

off in the middle of the gym,
four tables set up to play the
“Elite 8,” the “Final Four,” and
of course the Championship
round.
With the "Elite 8" underway.
all four tables had games going,
with fans intently watching in
the stands. The matches were
Lobo vs. Matt Galgano, Liam
O’Connor vs. Matt Vilaboy,
Kyle Muldoon vs. Cian Ryan,
and John Piscani vs. Mr.
Carlacci.
O’Connor, Muldoon, Piscani,
and Lobo all advanced to the
final four, with the matchups
being Muldoon vs. Piscani and
Lobo vs. O’Connor.
Muldoon knew he had a
tough semifinal match, but
was going into the game with a
strategy to help himself.
Muldoon said, “I knew
Piscani was the hardest
competition in the whole

tournament. I knew I just had
to get past his serve.”
However, Muldoon’s strategy
proved to be ineffective, with
Muldoon dropping both games
to Piscani, game one by a
score of 21-4, and game two
by the score of 21-6. After the
game, Muldoon had his own
comments on the outcome.
Muldoon said, “It obviously
didn’t go as I wanted, but I
think I should have competed
more.”
In the O’Connor-Lobo game,
there was actually a need for a
medical timeout, when Liam’s
nose began to bleed mid-match.
“I don’t even know what
happened,” said O’Connor. “I
just went to blow my nose and
it just started bleeding.”
Both games between Lobo
and O’Connor went to the wire
with the scores of both games
being 21-19 in favor of Coach

Lobo. This set up an epic finale
between Lobo and the young
challenger, John Piscani.
The final match was
everything the Pearl River ping
pong fans were hoping for as
the series reached three games.
Piscani would take game one
by a score of 21-16, but it
would be Lobo to secure the
win in game two by a score of
21-19. Finally, it came down to
the final game, winner take all.
Piscani said, “Although I
was nervous, I was confident I
could win.”
Although the first two games
came down to the wire, game
three seemed to be all Piscani,
winning the championship by a
score of 21-13.
“It is very relieving knowing
I’m the best in the school,”
said Piscani after winning the
tournament. “After I choked
in last year's ‘Elite 8,’ it was a
good comeback.”
Coach Lobo had only nice
things to say about the new
champion after his loss in the
finals.
Lobo said, “Although I
would have liked to win, I
am very happy for John ‘The
Iceman’ Piscani. He deserved
to win, he worked hard the
whole season, and aside from
being a great ping pong player,
he’s a wonderful kid.”
The word ping pong
tournament, may bring to mind
the name Alex Zhao, formally
known as “The Assassin.”
Zhao won three years in a
row before graduating in
2016. With Piscani only being
a sophomore, there is the
possibility of repeating Zhao's
accomplishment.
Piscani said, “I think I could
[win three titles in a row]
although there is a chance I
might not. Tough competition
follows in the next two years.”
After the match, however,
John was pretty stoic, almost
emotionless.
“After the win, I tried not to
show any emotion”, said the
young champion. “Although
I may seem like a robot, I am
indeed human.”
Congratulations
to
sophomore John Piscani for a
great tournament, and great job
by all competitors in the 11th
annual ping pong tournament!

won state qualifiers for the
400, got second in states for
the 400, and won the 4X400 for
states.
Wilson speaks highly of track
coach Mr. Hawkins.
Wilson said, “He's a very
good coach. He’s very good
with everyone on the team. He
always makes sure we text him
after we finish a workout on
our own and he always replies
back and gives us more tips on
what to do.”
Thomas Wilson’s future in
track and field looks bright,
as he was recruited by many
Division I programs, but he
plans to attend Stony Brook
University.

by Dante Simeti '19
Junior Jack Chesman won
his third Section 1 title in this
year's 2017-2018 wrestling
season. Jack would go on
to take second at the New
York State Championships
in Albany and would win
Rockland Wrestler of the Year!
Congratulations Jack!
The wrestling team won their
third consecutive Section 1
Dual Meet Championship this
past Winter. This qualified them
for the New York State Dual
Championships in Syracuse,
New York. The Pirates also
won the 2018 Section 1
Individual
Championships,
with two wrestlers qualifying
for the state tournament in
Albany.
The boys winter track sprint
medley relay team took third
in the nation this past season,
running a 3:30.20, making
them all All-Americans. This
was also a Pearl River school
record! The team consisted
of seniors Thomas Wilson,
Matt Politis, Brian Flaherty,
and junior Nick Malfitano.
Congratulations!
The boys winter track
distance medley relay team
ran a 10:19.26, setting a new
school record and giving them
14th place at Nationals! The
relay team consisted of seniors

Thomas Wilson, Brian Flaherty,
Matt Politis, and junior Pat
McCann.
Congratulations
boys!
Senior Thomas Wilson broke
school records for 200, 300,
400m in three consecutive
weeks. Congrats Thomas!
The boys varsity basketball
team finished their season with
a 7-12 record, with two of those
wins against rival Nanuet.
The boys varsity soccer team
finished the regular season
with a 7-4-1 record. This
earned them the 12th seed in
the Sectional Tournament. The
Pirates would rally to beat the
unseeded team, and the 5th
seed in consecutive games,
before falling to the 4th seed in
the Section quarterfinals. Good
job, boys!
Boys spring track won the
Section 1 Class B track & field
championships.
Several members of the
track team qualified for States:
Conor Burke - Pole Vault,Gabe
Luczaj - Pentathlon, Brian
Mahoney- 4x800m Relay, Nick
Malfitano- 110 High Hurdles,
400 Intermediate Hurdles,
4x400m Relay, Pat McCann4x800m Relay, Matt Politis
- 1600m, 4x400 and 4x800m
Relays,
Jack
ReynoldsSteeple, and Thomas Wilson400m, 4x400m Relay.

Sophomore John Piscani defeated Coach Lobo to win in the finals.

Thomas Wilson continues to set records

by Conor Burke '18
Thomas Wilson may seem
like the average student at Pearl
River High School, but this
senior is anything but ordinary.
His accomplishments on the
track that really set Thomas
apart.
Wilson’s name can be found
on the school record board
for multiple relays and his
own individual records in the
outdoor 200m with a time of
22.22 seconds.
Thomas Wilson's long list of
records will likely make him a
legend of Pearl River track for
years to come. He also holds
records for the 200 meter, 300
meter, and 400 meter events for
indoor track. He is also part of
the record-holding team for the
team holding the record for the
4X400 meter, distance medley
relay and sprint medley relay
for indoor track.
His accomplishments also
extend to outdoor track. Here,
Wilson holds the records for
the 200 meter and 400 meter
events. He is also part of the
record-holding team for the
distance medley relay, sprint
medley relay, and the 4X400
meter event.
He has broken his own 200
meter record in outdoor track
four times over the course of
his high school career.
Additionally, the sprint

medley relay ran the third
fastest time in the nation,
becoming All-American and
setting yet another school
record. Thomas ran a 400 meter
leg of the relay.
Wilson is currently ranked
number one in the state for the
400 and is expected to win at
the state meet. Also, earlier in
the spring season he achieved
one of his most ambitious goals.
At the prestigious Penn Relays
Thomas ran 48.4 in the 4x400
meter relay. A few weeks later,
he destroyed his personal best,
running a 47.87 in the 4X400 at
the state qualifier.
In his junior year, he won
sections for the 200 meters,

Boys Sports Highlights
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The tactile language of braille Are you addicted to
your smartphone?
by Conor Burke '18
How can someone see
without so much as looking?
Braille is a form of writing I
learned alongside print English.
Learning both at the same time
was especially frustrating.
Taking time to learn all the
nuances of both was timeconsuming. Furthermore, it was
difficult to advance in one while
learning the other; this resulted
in a extenuated learning process
for both.
W h i l e
infuriating,
knowing
both is a sort
of insurance
policy. If I am
unfortunate
enough
to
lose my sight
I will still
be able to
function in
the world.
Braille
is a form
of
written
language for
blind people,
in
which
characters are
represented
by patterns
of
raised
dots that are
felt with the
fingertips.
Braille was
created
by
Louis Braille
in 1824. The
Frenchman’s brother lost his
sight due to a woodworking
accident. Louis was inspired by
Morse Code to invent the new
form of language.
Each braille character is
made with a combination of six
raised dots. One full braille cell
is a block three dots tall and two
across, resembling a classic
Lego block. Each dot can either
be included or not included in
a character. To write in braille,
one can use a normal keyboard
and software that converts the
text into braille.
Additionally, there is a braille
keyboard. The design was
created by splitting a braille cell
down the middle and rotated
outward to create the shape.
Three keys are found on each
side of a space bar with a fourth
on the outer edge of each side.
The left is for backspacing, and
the right is to create a new line.
Understanding how the
keyboard translates to the
typed characters is one of
the first challenges someone

learning braille faces. This
keyboard is more common on
braille devices and is the only
keyboard available on the older
manual braille typewriters.
Moreover, grade 2 contractions
are only possible on a braille
keyboard. Grade 2 braille is a
sort of braille shorthand.
Grade 2 braille is a more
advanced form of braille that
includes contractions. Once
I learned grade 2 braille it

was essentially the only form
I used due to its efficiency.
It is used in both formal and
informal writing, and is taught
to most students immediately
following their instruction in
grade 1 braille (the alphabet).
Grade 2 braille is the standard
and must be established before
any work, as some letters
written on their own mean
different things in grade 1 and
2 braille. For instance, the letter
J on its own in grade 1 braille is
the letter J: however, in grade
2 braille a J alone means the
word just.
There are also instances of
symbols that mean something
embedded in words. The
word "different" has a symbol
embedded in it. Both of the f's
found in the word are written in
one key stroke. There are also
symbols for con-, com-, -ion,
th-, sh-, -ow, and countless
more. Common words are often
contractions as well. Words
like "and," "the," "was," "go,"
"people," "mother," "father"

and many more are all written
in one key stroke. Grade 2
braille allows braille typists
to be faster when compared to
regular typists.
The braille alphabet is reused
to write numbers as well. The
letters A through J are used to
represent the numbers one to ten
accordingly. This distinction is
made when a “number sign” is
placed before the characters.
There is a completely different
system known
as
nemith,
used for math
and
science
e x c l u s i v e l y.
This
was
created due to a
limited number
of
possible
combinations of
the traditional
six dot cell.
Superscripts,
subscripts,
addition
and
all
other
mathematical
functions are
possible with
nemith.
Many braille
users
know
nemith,
but
most use the
traditional
number system
when writing
outside of a
mathematical
setting.
Traditionally,
braille was written using a
brailler, a cumbersome machine
resembling a typewriter. Paper
was inserted into the brailler
and as the user types the dots
are embossed onto the page.
Braille is now moving into
the digital age. There are
many different braille devices
available to blind people. Some
of these devices resemble
modern computers without
monitors, while others can
only create, write and edit
documents. The most popular
are the Packmate and the
Braille Note. These both have
a braille display. This display is
a long line of braille cells that
have dots that raise and lower
accordingly. Both are fully
functioning computers, with
the ability to use e-mail, games,
documents, and downloadable
content.
Braille is a language that is
constantly adapting along with
its text counterpart, and will be
implemented into the digital
age.

by Ella Sirakovsky '20
With summer break on the
horizon, many people may be
wondering how they are going
to fill their days.
The list below includes
numerous activities that one
can undertake to help fight
boredom.
These activities range from
taking only a few minutes of
your time to a few hours. Some
of these activities are active,
while others are relaxing and
calm.
Start a new TV series: Sites
like Netflix, Hulu, Amazon,
and other streaming services
have hundreds of television
series available. Some of my
go-to series include, "Psych,"
"The Office," "Gilmore Girls,"
"One Tree Hill," and many
others.
Create a new playlist:
Creating a playlist on Apple
music or Spotify is a great way
to express your feelings and
become motivated. Studies have
shown that listening to music
before studying or performing

a task can be beneficial as it
improves attention, memory,
and even your ability to do
mental math as well as helping
lessen depression and anxiety
Create a workout routine:
Working out is beneficial for
one’s physical and mental
health.
It
can
relieve
stress,
improve memory,
create a healthier
sleep schedule, and
boost one’s mood.
Redecorate/
clean your room:
A clean room
not only looks
organized and put
together, but it also
helps to calm and soothe one’s
mind.
Create a dream vacation
plan: You should include
means of transportation, where
you would stay, places you’d
see, and things you would do.
Successfully complete a
YouTube tutorial: Simply look
up “How to” on YouTube and
click on a video that interests

you. Whether it be “solve a
rubix cube,” “curl your hair,”
or even “make origami,” take
on the challenge of succesfully
completing a tutorial.
Learn all the words to a
rap song: This is a challenging
and fun way to pass time, and
next time you hear the
song on the radio, you
will be able to impress
all of your friends.
Do a DIY: Create
a craft for a family
member, friend, or
yourself. Creating art
is a great way to clear
the mind.
Bake and/or cook:
Baking and cooking,
like crafts, is another great way
to clear your mind. Also, the
delicious outcome is an added
bonus.
Read a book: It is
scientifically
proven
that
reading can “chill you out” and
may help you sleep better. On
top of this it can ease depression
and make you more emphatic.
Play each Mario Kart

by Julianne Donohoe '20
A recent study conducted
by Common Sense Media
found that a growing number
of Americans have a bit of
nomophobia.
Nomophobia is a 21stcentury term for the fear of not
being able to use a cell phone
or other mobile device. 50%
of teens say they are addicted
to their mobile devices. There
is a large amount of evidence
supporting the idea that cell
phone and Internet addiction is
harming our minds.
Social life and relationships
with family or friends can
easily be negatively affected by
addiction to your smart phone.
Accrding to studies, "those
who score high on the [phone
addiction] test tend to avoid
face-to-face interactions, have
high levels of social anxiety
and maybe even depression.”
Additionally, people who are
so attached to their phones tend
to have a hard time studying
well.
Excess phone use can result
in some health problems.
People can develop text neck,
which is a stabbing pain that
results from looking down at
your phone too long. They
can also experience text claw,
the cramping of fingers as a
result of continuously texting
or scrolling on the smart phone.
Researchers
found
that
excessive phone use can also
lead to "poor posture, which can
affect your spine, respiratory
functions and even emotions.”
Using your phone during the
night can also affect your sleep
because the light from your
phone affects the production of
melatonin, which is a hormone
that regulates your sleep.

A
study
conducted
by researchers in Korea
University found that the
brains of addicted boys had
higher levels of GABA, which
is a neurotransmitter that send
chemical messages through the
brain and the nervous system,
compared
to
glutamateglutamine, a chemical that
nerve cells use to send signals
to other cells. Too much GABA
has been linked to causing side
effects such as drowsiness and
anxiety. When the addicted
teens were given nine weeks to
recover, their levels of GABA
and glutamate normalized.
Having a cell phone habit
can have many consequences.
A 2010 study by the Pew
Research Center found that
distracted driving is sometimes
caused as a result of people
being attached to their phones.
According to the US Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, distracted driving
leads to about nine deaths a
day and injures more than
1,000. Almost half of US
adults confess to looking at
their phones to read or send
a text while they are driving.
Furthermore, about 42% of
people admit to looking at their
phone or using it in some way
while they cross a street of
traffic.
So,
to
avoid
these
consequences try turning off
your phone at certain times of
the day. Remove social media
apps from your phone so you
are not tempted to use it. Most
importantly, do not bring your
phone to bed with you, and
you will get more sleep. Try
to replace the time you spend
playing on your phone with
something more productive.

Twenty ways to battle summer boredom
course backwards: Play a
childhood game in a way you
never have before.
Shop online: Shopping
online is something that can
occupy me for hours. It also
gives me motivation to save my
money so I can buy something
nice.Maybe it can for you too.
Go to a
restaurant
and critique
the
food:
This can be
a fun activity
to do with
friends and
it can occupy
a
whole
afternoon.
Set goals
for yourself: Setting goals is
a great way to focus on what
is important in your life. Once
you physically write out your
goals, they feel permanent and
you are more likely to achieve
them.
Learn how to say “hi” in
different languages: This is
a cool skill to possess, tu ne

penses pas? (Don’t you think?)
Watch a documentary:
There
are
numerous
documentaries
on
every
topic imaginable. Watching a
documentary about a topic that
interests you can help enhance
your knowledge of that area.
Write a poem: Writing
poems is a great
way to express
your
feelings
and stimulate
brain activity.
Organize
s c h o o l
supplies:
Studying
in
an
organized
environment
can lead to
better focus on school work,
and less time being spent
searching for necessary items.
Take a nap: A short nap is
proven to increase alertness and
performance, while not being
lazy for the rest of the day.
Learn a new hairstyle:
Change it up, and learn a new
hairstyle.
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Summer movie preview
by Owen Russell '18
Summer is back! With all
of the down time that comes
with the warm summer months
comes time for movies,
movies, movies! Whether
you’re interested in the fallout
from Avengers: Infinity War,
or you’re a lifelong Pixar fan
this summer movie slate will
have something for you. So
kick back relax and eat some
popcorn, because summer
starts soon.

Ocean’s Eight
It's been over 5 years
and Debbie Ocean has been
planning her biggest heist
ever, a $150 million necklace.
However, to pull off this heist
Debbie needs a crack squad
of crooks. The Ocean Eight
film puts a new twist on the
Ocean series as the squad of
criminals is now all female.
The movie brings together
some of the greatest actresses,
including Sandra Bullock, Cate
Blanchett, Anne Hathaway, and
Helena Bonham Carter.
June 8

Jurassic World: Fallen
Kingdom
The dinosaurs are back!
Chris Pratt and Bryce Dallas
Howard reprise their roles
from the first Jurassic World as
Owen and Claire. With them
this time is Dr. Ian Malcolm,
(Jeff Goldblum). As the trio
tries to save the dinosaurs from
a volcano, they soon learn a
sinister secret that may threaten
the balance of the Earth.
June 22nd

Ant-Man and the Wasp
After the events of "Avengers:
Infinity War," the world has
questions galore. One of those
questions is: “Where was AntMan?”
Now the audience gets their
answer. The movie will follow
Ant-Man as he struggles with
being a father and a superhero.
The movie will also explain
where Ant-Man was during the
infamous battle with Thanos.
The movie debuts a new
villain referred to as “Ghost.”
Ghost is a villain who has the
ability to go intangible. What
will this new villain bring to the
table, and how will it affect the
Marvel Cinematic Universe?
Paul Rudd, Michael Douglas,
and Evangeline Lilly all reprise
their roles from the first AntMan.
July 6th

Mission Impossible: Fallout
In what will be the sixth
Mission Impossible movie,
Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise) is
being hunted down by enemies
and allies as he goes rogue in
order to save the world from a
giant disaster.
While many fans would
be tired of a film series that
has gone six deep, many still
praise the Mission Impossible
franchise. Each film keeps
it fresh with a new director,
(except for this one), and
innovative stunts.
Star Tom Cruise, who is
famous for doing his own
stunts, had to jump out of a
plane 106 times to nail this
film's signature stunt.
If fans are looking for a fun
and action packed blockbuster,
they should plan on Mission
Impossible: Fallout.
July 27

Christopher Robin
If you’re looking for a
family movie, look no further
than Christopher Robin. The
movie is a live-action tale of
how Christopher Robin as an
adult man. Despite being in
his adult years he still needs
help from his furry friends, aka
Winnie-the-Pooh and pals. The
movie is a blend of CGI and
live action as the movie stars
Ewan McGregor as the adult
Christopher Robin, and Hayley
Atwell as his wife Evelyn. The
movie looks to attract children
of all ages appealing to the
sense of nostalgia for Winniethe-Pooh fans young and old.
August 3rd

Incredibles 2
Everybody’s
favorite
superhero family is back and
ready for action. The story
follows Mrs. Incredible as
she ventures on her own as a
superhero, while Mr. Incredible
faces the daunting task of
taking care of the children.
The movie retains the original
Mr. and Mrs. Incredible as well
as bringing back Samuel L.
Jackson as Frozone.
June 15th
Eighth Grade
Last year, students were
abuzz when comedian Bo
Burnham came to scout our
school as a location for his
debut film. While the film
was not filmed at Pearl River
(the production chose Suffern
Middle School instead), it will
still be interesting to see the
finished product.
The film follows Kayla, a girl
trying to finish off a disastrous
last year of middle school.
The coming of age from
comedian Bo Burnham looks
to be one that many young
students can relate to, as it
deals with the struggles of early
teenhood.
July 13th

Other Summer Releases
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What movie will you be
watching this summer?

Incredibles 2
Tyler Daly
Junior

Mamma Mia 2
Hanna Preston
Senior

Incredibles 2
Terence Kilkenny
Junior

Jurassic World:
Fallen Kingdom
Mrs. Pocalyko
English Teacher

Good Will Hunting
Emily Andriello
Junior

Incredibles 2
Kayleigh Miedreich
Senior

Jurassic World:
Fallen Kingdom
Harley Johnson
Senior

The First Purge
Nick Arno
Junior

Hotel Artemis
June 8
Tag
June 15
The First Purge
July 4
Skyscraper
July 13
Hotel Transylvania 3:
Summer Vacation
July 13
Mamma Mia!: Here We
Go Again
July 20

Incredibles 2
Jimmy Walsh
Junior

Jurassic World:
Fallen Kingdom
Mr. Hoetzl
Latin Teacher
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ENL students visit Statue of Liberty
by Sarah Carman '18
On May 16th, 2018, the ENL
(English as a New Language)
class went on a trip to the Statue
of Liberty and Ellis Island.
During this trip, students
learned the stories of people
who traveled to America and
were able to experience the
journey immigrants would
take in order to get to America
through Ellis Island.
This was the third time that the
ENL classes have been able to
go on this trip. Mrs. Schneider,
Mrs. Olinsky, and Mrs. Canales
were the chaperones of the
trip. This year, two middle
school students were able to
join the high school group,
accompanied by their teacher,
Mrs. Murphy.
Schneider said, “The greatest
part about the trip was that you
are taking students, who are
immigrants themselves, to the
place where immigrants came
when they first came to this
country.”
These students each come
from a different background
but can all relate to each other
through the fact that they are
immigrants. On this trip, the
students were able to celebrate
their unique stories.
One of the girls who went
on the trip is from Puerto

Rico. She came to Pearl River
from Puerto Rico because the
hurricane destroyed many
areas in her home country. This
hurricane devastated her school
and she is here while her school
is being rebuilt.
Schneider said, “We went to
Ellis Island and inside there
were travel maps from where
people came and they showed
migration maps and she saw a
sign that talked about Puerto
Rico and it was a special
moment because she saw
her country and how it was
represented in this monumental
place.”
Schneider hopes that the

students never forget this trip.
The students were grateful and
happy during this trip, and she
hopes that this is an experience
that they will look back on with
positive memories.
The Statue of Liberty and
Ellis Island are both symbols
of freedom and opportunity
in America and many of these
students are in America due
to the fact that their parents
wanted them to have a better
life.
By going on this trip,
these students encountered
different stories that cannot be
experienced anywhere other
than on Ellis Island.

ENL students visited Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty.

Mr. Martin retires from art department

by TJ Sullivan '18
After thirty-three years of
working at Pearl River High
School, Mr. Martin is retiring.
Throughout the years Mr.
Martin, or as he refers to
himself without the “art” Mr.
Min, has done so many different
things around the school. From
a variety of different classes
to after school programs, Mr.
Martin has definitely made his
mark on Pearl River.
According to Mr. Martin, for
as long as he could remember,
he always wanted to work with
art.
“I started art as long as
Kindergarten, and I would ask
for paint sets for my birthday
and Christmas,” he said.
He had two teaching positions
prior, one in Pine Plains, New
York and another in Lincoln
Hall in Westchester.
He spent most of his career in
Pearl River at the high school
but for three years during the
90s, he taught at both Lincoln
Avenue Elementary and the
high school at the same time.
Over the course of his
career, Mr. Martin has taught,
“everything,” every art class

that has been available at
Pearl River. These courses
include Ceramics, Sculpture,
Photography, Drawing and
Painting, Studio Art, AP Studio
Art, and Computer Graphics.
Mr. Martin says he will
miss the friends he has made
over the years and seeing the
perspectives of new students or
has he calls them, “the young
people.”
Some of his favorite
memories are times spent on
the Disney trips and trips to
Boston, as well as decorating
for the prom.
He was the first teacher to

begin having specific designs
for Junior Prom, and that
tradition has grown over the
years. Mr. Martin also did set
design for multiple shows over
the years, his favorite being
"The Wizard of Oz" in 1988.
In closing, Mr. Martin would
like to be remembered for his
integrity, devotion, and of
course his humor. He hopes he
made an impact, large or small.
“Being a teacher is far beyond
42 minutes in the classroom,”
he says. He hopes that more
than art he taught citizenship,
and that he has “paid back” his
prior teachers.

into business when they were
older, but I love teaching so
here I am!”
When asked about her
favorite memories at the high
school, Mrs. Maher recalls
a time when “the business
students from our school were
able to compete against other
schools like Nanuet or North
Rockland.”

business plans and follow
through the process of creating
their own business.
Maher hopes that people will
remember her as a dedicated
and hard working teacher.
Maher said, “I hope that they
look back in some small way
and say that something they
learned in my class has helped
them in the future.”

Mrs. Maher retires
after 33
years
were. I thought that I would go
Students were able to create
by Sarah Carman '18
After starting her career in
September of 1985, Mrs. Marie
Maher will finish her career at
Pearl River High School at the
end of the 2017-2018 school
year.
Mrs. Maher has been teaching
at Pearl River High School for
33 years. While working here,
Mrs. Maher taught Careers
Exploration, Geometry, and
multiple different business
classes. She has also been the
advisor for the National Honors
Society for 31 years.
As curriculum continued to
change, the classes that Mrs.
Maher taught also changed.
Throughout her years at the
high school, Maher has taught
many different levels and types
of math. As she began teaching
she taught Sequential Math
1, 2, 3 and then progressed
into Integrated and then into
Common Core.
Mrs. Maher did not always
plan on becoming a teacher.
Maher said, “I decided that
when my kids were little, that
the hours for teaching were a
lot better than corporate hours

Mrs. Maher is retiring after thirty-three years in the district.
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New science
elective rocks!
by Julianne Donohoe '21
One of the new electives
being offered for the 20182019 school year is Geologic
History of New York State.
This course will be taught by
Mrs. Lesnick, who also teaches
Earth Science at the high
school.
Lesnick said, “This was
my favorite topic in college
and then my favorite topic to
teach in Earth Science so we
just expanded on the topic,”
allowing her to create this
elective.
This elective mainly focuses
on topics from Earth Science
but also some from Biology.
Students are required to take
both of these classes prior to
taking this elective. It places
emphasis on the four major
periods of the history of the
Earth. Geology of New York
State highlights and further
develops topics such as the
history of Earth and how
things changed, and different
organisms that have lived in the
past.
Mrs. Lesnick is hoping for a
wide range of students to sign
up for this class and “is looking
forward to teaching kids who
are older because [she] only
gets to teach kids who are in
ninth grade.”
Students who are interested

in this material and want to
learn more are encouraged to
take this course.
One of the pros of enrolling
in this class is the possibility
of a class trip. There are a
couple of options such as
Big Brook Preserve in New
Jersey in which students can
sift for fossils. Other options
include a hike through Mohonk
Preserve so that they can search
through each layer there or a
trip to Minnewaska State Park
allowing students to identify
the rock strata as they go up,
or North South Lake with the
same idea.
The course is a half-year
elective.
Students in this
class will participate in many
small projects and will take
occasional tests and quizzes.
Mrs. Lesnick said, “it should
be fun, and the more interested
[you] are the more interesting
the class will be!”
Overall, it is a great
opportunity to learn more about
the Earth and animals that
existed a long time ago. There
is also a chance for a hands on
experience with fossil digging
and observing the different
rock layers.
So, when choosing classes
for next year, consider taking
Geologic History of New York
State.

A glacial cliff in the Mohonk area of New York State.

The Pirates'
Log staff
wishes you
a safe, fun,
and relaxing
summer!

