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Course Syllabus
	Course Name and Code: Power Writing EES84QPW/1/2/3        Term and Year: Fall 2018

Teacher: Ms. Vazquez                                                                           Email:vvazquez7@nyc.schools.gov

Course Description: This course will give students the opportunity to build their writing skills and to learn to mold their thoughts into well-written essays and project –based assignments. The students will expand their knowledge of academic vocabulary and English grammar through daily collaborative in-class discussions of varied readings (non-fiction, informational and literature) and topics as well as the explicit teaching of vocabulary, paragraph and sentence structure. In this class, students will learn to write a variety of essays: personal narrative, persuasive, thematic and argumentative. Students will participate in a number of project-based activities including speeches, group presentations, play adaptation and presentation, journal-writing, debates and writing portfolio creation. 

Topics/Aims Covered: The topics of this course include: defining individual perspective and what factors affect views of the world; society, race and class and how this impacts lives; justice and injustice; education and peer pressure; the essence of freedom and why freedom is valuable.

Course Objectives: By the end of term, students will be able to:
-Outline, write and draft a variety of expository essays and paragraphs including: personal narrative, persuasive essays and argumentative essays
-Comprehend and analyze a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts and determine how an author unfolds argument, an author’s point of view as well as author’s claims/counterclaims
- Develop claims and counterclaims in writing and citing textual evidence to strengthen these claims
- Synthesize and generate clear spoken, presentations so that listeners can follow the line of reasoning

Texts / Resources / Materials Needed:
Materials needed: A three ring-binder with pockets, pens, pencils, loose-leaf paper and internet access and working gmail account (if possible).

Texts:
We will be using selected texts from The Language of Literature: American Literature; the novel The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, short stories by Julia Alvarez, Sandra Cisneros, Edgar Allen Poe, excerpts from The Diary of Anne Frank as well as a selection of speeches and poems by Langston Hughes, Josephine Baker and Pat Mora. In addition, we will use theme-related non-fiction articles from Common Lit, Achieve 3000 and NewsELA. We will also use a selection of sample student essays. All of the above materials will be provided but each student will receive ONE COPY only.

Requirements for Successfully Completing this Course: (respect, punctuality, responsibility, study skills) 
Personal responsibility & study skills:
-Students will use their three-ring binder in order to keep classwork and homework materials organized 
-Students will check their gmail accounts on a regular basis. 
Respect, Punctuality, Responsibility:
-Assignments will be turned in by the designated deadlines.  Any late or missed deadlines or tests will be discussed and makeup work will be given at the discretion of the instructor. 
-Strong attendance and arriving to class on-time is crucial for student success, after 3 unexcused absences, a parent or guardian will be notified.
- Students are expected to participate and contribute to all whole-class, group and pair discussions, tasks and assignments.

Grading Policy and Marking Periods:
Grades are evaluative and descriptive tools that help communicate what students have learned. At a minimum, grading policies must explain how courses are graded, the scale of marks awarded, and the timeline of when students receive grades. Determinations of passing or failing must be based primarily on how well students master the subject matter, concepts, content, and skills addressed in a class or course. Students cannot pass or fail primarily based on non-mastery measures.

School-wide Grading Policy:  40% Assessments.  30% Quizzes.  30% Participation, Classwork, HW.
Department Grading Policy: Tests, drafted essays, Achieve 3000 and Project-Based Tasks are included in the 40% for assessments. In each marking period students will be assessed on; at least two full period tests, at least seven quizzes and at least ten homework assignments. In addition, in each marking period there will be one extra- credit /make-up opportunity.

     Marking Periods Fall 2018-19 
      First Marking Period:  September 5, 2018 – October 17, 2018 
      Second Marking Period:  October 18, 2018 – November 30, 2018 
      Third Marking Period: December 3, 2018 - January 18, 2019 
      Fall Final Exams- January 14-18 

     Marking Periods Spring 2018-19 
      First Marking Period:  January 29, 2019 – March 15, 2019 
      Second Marking Period:  March 18, 2019 – May 3, 2019 
      Third Marking Period:  May 6, 2019 – June 14, 2019 
      Finals- June 10-14

Proposed Course Schedule (subject to change based on student need):

Weeks 1-3 
Personal Narrative Writing: What factors have affected my view of the world?
How to brainstorm/free write
Imagery, tone, setting and author choice
Short Essay #1: Personal Narrative: small moment memoir
Personal Narrative essay structure 
Reading/Writing: Annotation Review
Editing and revising
** Long Form Essay #1: Personal Narrative: What I believe 
Presentation #1: Group Share/Gallery Walk & Workshop of Narratives
Weekly Journal Reflection
Weekly Vocabulary Quiz
Readings: Various personal essays/memoir: Julia Alvarez, articles, poems including incl. Sandra Cisneros, Pat Mora.

Weeks 4-6
Persuasive Writing: What does family mean to me?
Anchor Text: SE Hinton’s The Outsiders (Chapters 1-6)
Imagery, Tone and Author’s word choice
Outlining an Essay
Notetaking/Annotating
Focus: Writing a thesis/intro paragraph
Persuasive Essay Structure/textual evidence
Persuasive Essay #2: Character study/Outsiders
Presentation #2: Thematic Adaptation of The Outsiders
Weekly Journal Reflections
Weekly Vocabulary Quiz
Readings: The Outsiders, Poems: Gwendolyn Brooks We Real Cool, Robert Frost, Nothing Gold Can Stay, Achieve 3000
**Non-fiction articles: Common Lit: Herd Behavior, Self-Concept, Newsela on bullying/education, class, gang life, neighborhoods/poverty

Weeks 7-9
Argumentative Writing: Are we really so different? Is revenge justified?
Anchor Text:  SE Hinton’s The Outsiders (Chapters 6-12)
Outlining an Essay - review
Notetaking/Annotating
Argumentative Essay Structure
Focus: Writing a body paragraph: claim
Textual Evidence
Argumentative Essay #3: Are the characters from The Outsiders subjects of fate? Was revenge justified?
Presentation #3: Thematic Presentation of a chapter from The Outsiders
Weekly Journal Reflection
Weekly Vocabulary Quiz
Readings: The Outsiders, Achieve 3000.
**Non-fiction articles: Common Lit: Non-fiction articles: Common Lit: Herd Behavior, Self-Concept, Newsela & Achieve 3000 on bullying education, class, gang life, neighborhoods/poverty

Weeks 10-12
Argumentative Writing: What is Freedom?
Anchor Texts: The Outsiders, Diary of Anne Frank (excerpts), Speech at the March on Washington, Josephine Baker.
Presentation Week 10 The Outsiders Performance at The Kitchen
Outlining Argumentative Essays
Claim/Counter Claim
Textual Evidence
Writing a conclusion
Argumentative Essay/Lit. Analysis #1: Claim: What is Freedom?
Presentation #4: Class Debate: What is Freedom? Using Diary of Anne Frank
Weekly Journal Reflection
Weekly Vocabulary Quiz
**Readings: (Thematic) Non-fiction articles, Achieve 3000.

Weeks 13-15
Literary Analysis (Gothic Writing): Now for Something Different!
Anchor Texts: The Tell-Tale Heart, Edgar Allen Poe
Lit Analysis #1: Author’s purpose
Outlining Thematic Writing
Textual Evidence
Presentation #5: Multimedia Presentation of The Tell-Tale Heart
Weekly Journal Reflection
Weekly Vocabulary Quiz
Readings: (Thematic) Achieve 3000.
**Readings: Non-fiction articles: Newsela,
** time permitting

--------------------------------cut out and return------------------------

I have discussed with my son/daughter what is necessary to be a successful student in this class.  I can be contacted at the number listed below.

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Telephone Number: _______________________________________________________________

Parent /Guardian Email: _______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I understand what is expected of me in class to be a successful student.  I promise to do my very best every day and to follow the teacher’s and the school’s rules.

Student Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Student Cell Phone: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
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