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Reminders/To Do:
JUST SOME THINGS TO REMEMBER:
• November 21st is our school-wide feast. Please see
Wilson for details.
• November 29th and November 30th are parentteacher conferences from 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. and
12:30-2:30 p.m., respectively.
• November 30th is the end of the 2nd marking period.

Professional Learning: Observation Reports
Our second rounds of observations are well
underway, and data is already starting to show some
trends and best practices in classrooms:
•
•
•
•
•

30% of all observations have been completed.
Domain 1: 30.61%/HE; 55.10%/E; 14.29%/D
Domain 2: 16%/HE; 80%/E; 4% D
Domain 3: 18.67%/HE; 54.67%/E; 26.67% D
The highest rated component is 1a: Planning
and Preparation
• The lowest rated component is 3d:
Assessment

November 2018
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT:
QUESTIONING THE NORMS (LITERACY
TODAY)

Superintendent Staple has contracted several
experts to discuss equity and access with
principals over the last few months; so as I
read Nakeiha Primus Smith’s article in Literacy
Today, several things resonated. I thought
about my former students, and the belief
systems I initially carried with me—that they
should be quiet and not voice concerns unless
I called on them, and that they should read
the literature I gave them without an opinion
(unless, of course, it was to express love for
the text). I then thought about the exact
moment my belief system changed and the
ways in which I addressed my “supposed tos
and shoulds” within myself; this is also the
moment when my teaching went from a mere
performance to having impact.
Similarly, in my role as principal, I think about
the “shoulds” and “supposed tos” that I
brought with me to Schuylerville; I am
definitely going to use the checklist in this
article to help me with my leadership
mindset. I encourage you to read this article
and look at the checklist activity so that you
can also examine your “shoulds” and
“supposed tos”.

Spotlights
TEACHER SPOTLIGHT: MS. BELDING AND MR.
PALMER
Two of our most recent community members, Ms.
Belding and Mr. Palmer, are co-teaching partners…but
when you witness this pair working together, you might
think they have been colleagues for years. “I enjoy
working with someone who can model what I have to
look forward to in my teaching career,” says Palmer who
is part of the most recent cohort of NYC Teaching
Fellows. “Erin was also a Fellow, and it helps me see what
I can become.”

November 2018
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: SHADMAN
SAMAD
Shadman Samad is our newly-elected student
council president. When speaking with Shadman,
he discussed his reasons for running for
president: “At first, I just thought it would be fun,
but then I realized I could actually bring in some
programs and clubs.”
Shadman revealed that he wasn’t always a great
student, but he worked hard to turn it around
when he got to high school and feels that is a
personal lesson; he wants other student to know,
no matter what they can always turn things
around. He also shared with us that

“As president, I want to make the school
better for everyone; and for the new
students, I want them to feel they are
safe and secure.”
“I really enjoy the camaraderie of feeling like someone
has your back,” says Belding. “Marquis is easy to work
with, and I feel comfortable bouncing ideas off of him.”
When asked how they felt about co-teaching, particularly
since it’s new to both of them, they said it was a relief to
know that they were both new to [this type of teaching
model]. As a result of learning something new together,
they stay open minded and listen to ideas. Both Belding
and Palmer suggest that other co-teaching pairs
communicate openly and regularly: “You have to be
adaptable in learning and preparation, so communication
is key.” Both teachers also say that a best practice they
are happy to share with colleagues is the parallel
teaching model, “We don’t keep the same students each
time—we vary it up; but when you have a co-teacher
who is a partner, you can trust him or her to take half the
class and get the lesson done at a deeper level.”
FOR QUESTIONS AND MORE INFORMATION ON MR.
PALMER AND MS. BELDING’S CO-TEACHING
EXPERIENCE, PLEASE EMAIL THEM!

In his free time, Shadman is pursuing a career as a
YouTuber and hopes that people will subscribe to
his channel: Shamnplaz. He is also interested in
pursuing a career in journalism or engineering,
which is why he made the choice to join the
newspaper club here at SPHS.

