DeKalb Academy of Technology and Environment
Elementary and Middle School, Inc.
A STEM (AdvanceED) School

LEARNING WITH RELATIONSHIPS, RELEVANCE, AND RIGOR
We Often Forget To Say Thank You
D.A.T.E.
VISION
Our vision is to become
one of the Top 10 Charter
schools in Georgia and the
Nation.

Office Hours

I just wanted to take a moment and say Thank You to teachers and parents!

Dr. Wills
Monday 8 a.m. to 12 noon
Dr. Wilson
Tuesday 8:00 am to 12 noon

Thank you for your support
Thank you for your help
Thank you for your understanding and patience
Thank you for all your hard work and dedication

Dr. McCladdie

The list can go on but I think you get the idea.

Tues-Thurs 3:30 pm -5:00 pm

This often is a thankless job and I at times I am just as guilty as the next person in not showing my
appreciation and recognizing the good in all that you do as teachers and parents.
Following this weekend, I read something written by Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in his book “From
Optimism to Hope” and he concludes that:
“Teachers open our eyes to the world. They give us curiosity and confidence. They teach us to ask
questions. They connect us to our past and future. We have lots of heroes today- sports stars, supermodels and media personalities. They come, they have their fifteen minutes of fame and then
they go. But the influence of a good teacher stays with us. They are the people who really shape
our lives.”

Principal Thomas
Monday 9:00 am to 11:00 am
Dr. Taylor
Tuesday 9:00 am to 10:30 am

For many of us the first quarter of the school year is already over.
How many times have we said thank you?
How do we show our appreciation for our teachers?
And How many of us take what teachers do for granted?
For our parents, thanks for being cooperative and understanding as we strive to provide the best
education possible for your children. Your dreams, hopes, and desires lie within your child receiving
the best education possible. Thanks for choosing D.A.T.E. and for believing in us.
--

READING
DAY

Dr. Maury L. Wills, C.E.O.
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LEARNING WITH RELATIONSHIPS, RELEVANCE, AND RIGOR
Office Hours
Dr. Wills
Monday 8 a.m. to 12 noon
Dr. Wilson
Tuesday 8:00 am to 12 noon
Dr. McCladdie
"It's too much!,” is what I often hear from parents. Many even say, "You can't expect for my child to learn
all of that."

Club Photos are on November 30

Principal Thomas
Monday 9:00 am to 11:00 am

Do you know what the students have to learn????

Curriculum Corner

Parents your first homework assignment for each school year should be learning the standards that need
to be taught in each content area for that grade level. It will help answer your questions concerning why it
is so much work. Knowing the standards will also make you aware of what the teacher is teaching. Most
importantly, it will help to answer that "Why" question, parents get when assignments are hard or teachers
are being very detailed.
In order for our school to soar academically, we must present and teach each one of the standards that
have been set forth by the standards. Which means that teachers are consistently planning and mapping
out their school year. Sometimes, the pacing of lessons in the classroom becomes a BIG concern. To
help with that, teachers assign homework for practice, projects for critical thinking, work in centers for reteaching, and offer tutoring for enrichment.
You can visit www.gastandards.org to view each grade level's learning objectives. Once there, click on
"Georgia Standards of Excellence" and filter through the grade levels and subject areas.
Here is a sample chart of how many standards that need to be taught in our elementary classrooms.
Grade Level

Subject Area

Number of Standards

1st

ELA

75

2nd

Math

27

3rd

ELA

34

4th

Math

37

Tues-Thurs 3:30 pm -5:00 pm

One of the major keys to academic success is being in attendance and reporting for school on time each day. Teachers engage in a "three-part" lesson in which each component is critical
in the learning continuum. The first part of the lesson involves
the "opening". During this time, teachers conduct a mini-lesson
and set the stage for the day's learning; this engages the students in a review of appropriate skills and concepts that are relevant for mastery of standards. After the opening, teachers and
students transition into the "work-period". The work period is the
longest part of the class period as direct instruction, as well as
the differentiated learning, occurs during this segment. Students'
individualized learning tasks and/or collaborative assignments
are the focus of this period. The "closing" summarizes the lesson, clarifies misconceptions and reinforces the learning objectives for the standards.

Dr. Taylor
Tuesday 9:00 am to 10:30 am

Please continue to make the effort to arrive on time and encourage students to maintain their positive attitude for academic success!
Dr. K. Taylor
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PTO CORNER

Dear D.A.T.E. Families,
Thanks to everyone that came out
to make D.A.T.E. Culture Night a
success. It was certainly a wonderful learning experience.
As a reminder, the next school
wide fundraiser will be our winter
fundraiser selling Chick-fil-A calendars.
Please make sure you print the order forms and return to the PTO
office by December 8th. Calendars
will be available in the PTO office
after we return on November
27th.
This time of year is a time for sharing, reflection and giving thanks.
D.A.T.E. PTO would like to wish all
families a safe and joyous Thanksgiving break.
Should you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me
at pto@dateacademy.org.
Thank You,
Nicole Lundie
PTO President

School Lunch Program
Parents,
Please take the time to complete the free and reduced application, even if you think
you may not qualify.
First off, I would like to wish all of you and your families a
happy, healthy and relaxing holiday break!

At. D.A.T.E., all school lunches are reduced at least $0.50 and may be reduced even
more based on the completed application.

Emergency Contacts

In addition, by completing this form, it will allow D.A.T.E. the possibility of earning
more funding resources for our school and you will receive 60 volunteer hours.

Please remember to keep the office informed of any
changes in your contact information as soon as possible.
It is important for us to be able to contact you in the
event of an emergency.
Student Cell Phone Use
Please remember that students are not allowed to use
cell phones for personal use, unless approved by the
teacher for educational purposes. Also, students are not
allowed to use phone for recordings of other students on
school grounds. Cell phones will be confiscated, if identified for violating policy.
-Henry McCladdie, Ed.D
Dean of Students

Please visit the link provided below or stop by the front desk to retrieve a paper copy.
Thank you for your support!
http://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/school-nutrition/fr-meal-applications/
Thanks in Advance,
Ms. Caddell
Director of School Nutrition

DeKalb Academy of Technology and Environment
Elementary and Middle School, Inc.
A STEM (AdvanceED) School

LEARNING WITH RELATIONSHIPS, RELEVANCE AND RIGOR

Please take a moment to view the excellent art work displayed on the red and blue picnic tables
in the front of the school building, completed by our very own D.A.T.E. Scholars Camilla, Joy,
and Ashton. A special thanks to Ms. Leaphart and Mrs. Shields for their excellent support and
guidance of these students, who have made a lasting contribution to our outdoor beautification
process.
S.T.E.M / S.T.E.A.M. DAY
Our STEM/STEAM Day was filled with excitement, enrichment, and enjoyment. Our date
scholars were exposed to several different areas of science, technology, engineering, art, and
math.
Some of the activities included in the rotation for the day:
Drones, which was lead by Mrs. Terrelonge our 8th grade science teacher. Her focus was on
how drones can be used to help enhance orientation skills, motor skills, and even give students a better understanding of how the world around us works.
It influences many other skills such as reading, writing, balance, sense of direction and other
fine motor skills. Students were also introduced to many of the Drones utilized by our U.S.
Military for combat.

This day would not have been possible without the love, support, and display of excellence that
came from every member of the teaching staff here at D.A.T.E. Please give them kudos the
next time you see them as they were phenomenal on this day. It will be even greater during
STEM/STEAM Day scheduled for this coming May. The state of Georgia recognizes this celebration of science, technology, engineering, art, and math.
I am proud to have lead this venture and take joy in elevating these students to higher levels as
we plant seeds that will continue to produce harvest for years to come.
Mrs. Shillingford
STEM Coordinator
Environmental Science Specialist

Mr. Randolph lead the Home Building activity which introduced students to the basics of
homes foundation, framing, electrical wiring, and insulation. Student were able to construct
miniature homes using R-5 1 inch Owens Corning Foam 150. Thanks to the hard work of Mr.
Hamilton numerous shapes were pre-cut allowing students to use their imaginations and critical thinking skills to assimilate these homes
Ms. Hamilton exposed the scholars to the art of Pendulum Painting which required students
to pre-plan their layout of art before proceeding; while Mr. Parker and Mr. Cooper demonstrate the science of cellular parts and their functions along with skeletal parts of the human
body. As alway, Ms. Aswad and Mr. O’Haley offered an exciting technical/art activity of xrayed hands and button making. Mrs. Robinson and Ms. Thompson along with her team of
highly motivated students lead the duct tape art activities the exposed the student to incorporating, fashion with mathematics. Ms. Venisee cooked delicious food with student while engaging them in measure conversion, science of the body functions, along with the art of culinary.
Last but definitely not least my wonderful STEAM TEAM comprised students: Joy, Kaitlin,
Madison, Aryss, Judith, Rose, Connor, Charles, and Autumn stole the show with the STEAM
Bus open for all to enjoy. The student love the small animal petting section consisting of our
guinea pigs and turtles.
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DeKalb Academy of Technology and Environment
Elementary and Middle School, Inc.
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D.A.T.E. VISION

LEARNING WITH RELATIONSHIPS, RELEVANCE AND RIGOR

Our vision is to become one of the Top 10
Charter schools in
Georgia and the Nation.

Relationships & Communication
Whether we're reading an online review, posting something on a social-networking site, texting a
friend, or sharing a photo through an app, we're participating in a world where we can be instantly
connected to thousands of people at a moment's notice. When kids connect with each other from a
distance or through a screen name, it can affect the way they behave. For example, their actions
can feel removed from consequences or free from discovery. When people are anonymous, it's easier to behave irresponsibly, cruelly, or unethically. Others may simply misinterpret the tone and context of messages or posts. Kids need a code of conduct for using the Internet and mobile media just
as they need a code of conduct in the offline world. They should be empowered to be good digital
citizens, in addition to being good citizens in general.

On behalf of the Faculty, Staff, & Police
Officers, we would like to Thank You, the
parents, for all that you are doing to keep
your/our students safe in the parking lot.

From Your
Parent
Liaison's
Desk:

We are encouraging you to please comply
with the Rules of the Parking Lot.
Please stay off your CELLULAR DEVICES
while driving in here.
Please maintain a SPEED LIMIT of 5MPH.

Greetings,

Why Teach It?
Help your students …
 recognize that different audiences require different types of communication and online etiquette;

Once again THANK YOU for all that you
do.

This is Mrs. Sonya Armstrong, your
Parent Liaison.

 develop constructive solutions to online interpersonal dilemmas that exemplify ethical behavior;

Have a Safe and Amazing Thanksgiving
Holiday next week.

If you are having difficulty accessing
Infinite Campus, please send me an email
with your Child’s name and Grade to:

 and imagine the motivations, feelings, and intentions of others as they relate to a variety of online

exchanges.
Anything your students say or do with their phones or through quick messages may seem to disappear when the devices shut down, but the impact on others remains -- whether good or bad. As a
teacher, you can guide your students to think critically about different forms and norms of digital
communication. Guide them to choose their words wisely. Help them develop the habit of selfreflecting before posting or texting, asking themselves questions such as "Who is my audience?"
and "What's the purpose of this message?" and "In what context will people be reading this?" With
your help, they can learn to recognize that their decisions online can have more far-reaching benefits and consequences than their actions offline because of technology's power to connect.
Have a great day
Mr. Allen
Director of Technology.

SArmstrong@dateacademy.org

Mrs. Armstrong
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PTO Events

November/December 2017

Mon

Tue

6 Winter Fundraiser Begins 7 Election Day
Culture Night Interest Meet- 6:30pm—Cub Scouts
ing—4:30pm

Wed

Thu

Fri

Nov. 3—Skate Night
Nov. 6—Winter Fundraiser Begins
Nov. 6—Culture Night Interest Meeting
Nov. 9—Cookie Dough Pickup
Nov. 14—PTO Meeting
Nov. 17—Pizza Friday
Nov. 20—24—School’s Closed
Sat
Dec. 1—Skate Night
Dec. 8—Winter Fundraiser Ends

1 Career Day
HBCU Parent Meeting –
6:30pm

2 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC 3:30pm

3 Skate Night
$4.00 Dress Down

4

8

9 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC 3:30pm
Parent University—6pm
Cookie Order Pick-up:
2:30pm-6:15pm

10 VETERAN’s DAY

11 Boy Scouts 10am—2pm

13

14 PTO General Meeting/ 15 Girl Scouts 3:30pm
Cultural Night 6:30pm
8th Grade Girls—
Spellman

16 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC 3:30pm

17 Pizza Friday
8th Grade Boys–
Morehouse

18

20 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

21 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

23 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

24 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

25

22 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

Stone Mountain Parade
27

28 Cub Scouts—6:30pm

29 Safety Patrol—6:45AM 30 Club Pictures
Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC 3:30pm

1 Skate Night

2 Boy Scouts 10am-2pm

4

5

6

8 Winter Fundraiser Ends

9

7 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC

