DeKalb Academy of Technology and Environment
Elementary and Middle School, Inc.
A STEM (AdvanceED) School

LEARNING WITH RELATIONSHIPS, RELEVANCE AND RIGOR
D.A.T.E.
VISION
Our vision is to
become one of the
Top 10 Charter
schools in Georgia
and the Nation.

Office Hours
Dr. Wills
Monday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Dr. Wilson
Tuesday 8:00 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Dr. McCladdie
Tues-Thurs 3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Principal Thomas
Monday 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Dr. Taylor
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

From our family to yours, " Happy Holidays" ! I want to take this opportunity to wish
everyone a very fruitful and prosperous Holiday Season and New Year. This is also
the opportunity to reflect and be in amazement and awe by the wonderful blessings we
have had as an academy. From our humble beginnings to being in a church building
with one restroom and only 180 students, to now; occupying a 75,000 square footage
professional building with over 20 restrooms and 730 students, we are truly grateful.
More importantly, we are grateful that we are able to service amazing and incredible
families, such as the D.A.T.E. family. You bring us your best and brightest everyday.
Thanks for supporting the vision and mission of the academy and for entrusting us with
your own.
As we continue to prosper, it is our sincere belief that we will strive and reach the top
to be successful and accountable, while promoting academic prowess!
Much Love from the Faculty and Staff
- Dr. Wills
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Holiday Safety Tips From the CDC
The holidays are a great opportunity to enjoy time with family and friends, celebrate life, to be grateful, and reflect on what’s important. They are also a time to appreciate the gift of health. Here are
some holiday tips to support your efforts for health and safety this season.
Wash your hands often.
Keeping hands clean is one of the most important steps you can take to avoid getting sick and
spreading germs to others. Wash your hands with soap and clean running water, and rub them together for at least 20 seconds. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.
If you don’t have tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow, not your hands.
Cold temperatures can cause serious health problems, especially in infants and older adults. Stay
dry, and dress warmly in several layers.
Manage stress.
The holidays don’t need to take a toll on your health and pocketbook. Keep your commitments and
spending in check. Balance work, home, and play. Get support from family and friends. Keep a relaxed and positive outlook. Make sure to get proper sleep.
Travel safely.
Whether you're traveling across town or around the world, help ensure your trip is safe. Don’t drink
and drive, and don’t let someone else drink and drive. Wear a seat belt every time you drive or ride
in a motor vehicle. Always buckle your child in the car using a child safety seat, booster seat, or seat
belt appropriate for his/her height, weight, and age.
Handle and prepare food safely.
As you prepare holiday meals, keep yourself and your family safe from food-related illness. Wash
hands and surfaces often. Avoid cross-contamination by keeping raw meat, poultry, seafood, and
eggs (including their juices) away from ready-to-eat foods and eating surfaces. Cook foods to the
proper temperature. Refrigerate promptly.
Eat healthy, and be active.
With balance and moderation, you can enjoy the holidays the healthy way. Choose With balance
and moderation, you can enjoy the holidays the healthy way. Choose fresh fruit as a festive and
sweet substitute for candy. Limit fats, salt, and sugary foods. Find fun ways to stay active, such as
dancing to your favorite holiday music. Be active for at least 2½ hours a week. Help kids and teens
be active for at least 1 hour a day.
Have a great time with family and friends!
Sincerely,
Dr. Wilson and the Middle School Team,
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Happy Holidays to you all!
As the semester comes to an end, parents please be reflective concerning your child's academic performance thus far. It is important that we consider all aspects of the first semester. This includes the behavior of the student, home routines, relationship with the teacher,
and the parents school involvement. Use the questions below as a guided discussion to
have with your child. Hopefully discussing your child's education will lead to positive
changes or influences in their education.
1. What have you learned?
2. What are your struggles in the classroom?
3. Do you know your strengths or weaknesses?
4. Are you a critical thinker in your classroom?
5. Do you know how you learn best?
6. What can I do to support you at home?
7. What do we need to change for next semester to make you more successful?
8. How exactly is learning personalized in your classroom?
9. If you needed me to speak with your teacher, what would you want me to say?
10. How do you feel about your success in school?
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First semester grading period will close on Wednesday, December 20. Please speak with your child and all teachers
as necessary to ensure that all work and assignments have
been completed. MAP testing will continue through the
20th also. Students will be demonstrating mastery of performance standards and should continue to work hard and
make every moment count while engaged in learning tasks
in class and at home.
Finally, DATE will offer tutoring during the Saturday school
program for students in our Targeted Assistance (TA)
program. Please see the attached flyers and send in to
your child's teacher as soon as possible. If you received a
TA permission form and did not return it, please do so.
Keidra M. Taylor, Ed.D.
Chief Academic Officer (CAO)
KTaylor@dateacademy.org
Follow me on Twitter @drtaylor_date
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PTO CORNER

Dear D.A.T.E. Families,
As we prepare for our winter break,
D.A.T.E. PTO hopes this holiday season finds you happy and healthy. Below is a list of all upcoming events
and volunteer opportunities for the
month of December.
Dec 15th – Pizza Friday - $4.00 fundraiser (must be paid in advance by
Thur, Dec 14th @ 6:30pm)
Dec 19th – Gen PTO Meeting / Holiday Concert @ 6:30p.m. in the
school’s gym
Holiday Poem
This season is filled with special joys,
And the very best of all
Is contemplating those dear to us,
And the memories we recall.
We often think at Christmas time
Of people, affectionately,
And we realize how blessed we are
To have you as part of our D.A.T.E.
family
Should you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me
at pto@dateacademy.org.
Thank You,
Nicole Lundie
PTO President

As this year comes to a close, I can’t help but look back at
all the wonderful occurrences at D.A.T.E. I would like to
commend our students, parents, and families for continued support to ensure students are receiving a quality
education.
Winter Weather
As winter has begun, the possibility exists for storms,
snow, etc. that would require D.A.T.E. to delayed opening
or an emergency early closing. Please make sure you
have up-to-date and accurate email for correspondence.
Basketball League,
We are very excited to announce that D.A.T.E. has joined
the NAYBA basketball league. The boys and girls middle
school teams will participate in an organization that’s purpose is to provide athletes opportunities to exhibit their
game in the highest quality forum possible where the
‘Athlete’ is the ‘Focal Point’.
-Henry McCladdie, Ed.D
Dean of Students
Website: www.dekalbacademy.org
E-mail: hmccladdie@dateacademy.org

Self Image & Identity
Whether designing avatars for virtual worlds, selecting profile pictures, or carefully crafting
texts to friends, young people have countless opportunities to express themselves through
digital media. On the one hand, playing around with creative identities can be a safe and
imaginative way for kids to explore who they are. Having a different persona online can also
be a real gift for a kid who's particularly shy. On the other hand, a digital identity can be a
way for kids to dodge personal consequences. When kids are disguised or anonymous,
they can push limits and act in ways they wouldn't in the real world. Some may explore antisocial or harmful identities. Others simply over-share and create reputations that might
come back to haunt them. Either way, if there's a large gap between an online and an offline
identity, it can fragment a kid's sense of self (especially when the online identity gets a lot of
feedback and the kid becomes dependent on it).
Why Teach It
Help your students to…
 understand the similarities and differences in how they present themselves online and

offline;
 reflect on how the internet allows for anonymity and deception and explore how this can

affect their behavior online;
 consider the motivations, benefits, or possible harm to oneself and others when assum-

ing an online identity that's different from one's real self.
Help your students consider how their identities -- online and offline -- may affect their relationships, sense of self, and reputation. Give them opportunities to teach you about the
websites and apps they use most, as well as describe any unspoken rules about communication in these spaces. By setting the tone for an open dialog, you can then steer discussions to address the benefits and risks of online self-expression. Talk to them about anonymity and why it's important to be responsible for their actions even when they aren't easily
identifiable. Work with students' families to help communicate to them why identities
grounded in hatred, violence, illegal activities, or risky sexual behavior should be avoided
entirely. With this whole-community approach, students can learn to habitually reflect on
how they can present themselves online in positive and beneficial ways.
Have a great day!
Mr. Allen
Director of Technology
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DATE Jr. Beta Club Wins 8 Awards During State Competition!
Pictured are Our Senior Class of 2022
The DeKalb Academy of Technology and Environment Jr. Beta Club Members attended the National
Junior Beta Club State Convention and Competition on Nov. 29th – Dec. 1st.
Forty-Seven of D. A. T. E.’s brightest students competed in over 30 different areas of content, along
with over 10,000 others Beta’s from the State of Georgia.
D. A. T. E.’s Jr. Beta Club stood out and performed in an excellent manner. These are the results:
1st Place Speech- Nyla Baxter
1st Place Scrapbook
1st Place Songfest
2nd Place Group Talent
3rd Place Essay- Monai Cammorto-Willliams
5th Place Language Arts-Jada Bailey
5th Place Trading Pin – Darold Honore’
GOLD KEY AWARD FOR SCHOOL OF DISTINCTION
Because of this outstanding showing, The DATE Jr. Beta is now eligible to compete at the National
Jr. Beta Club competition, along with 30,000 other Beta’s from across the Country. The Convention
will be held June 13th – 16th in Savannah, Ga. Please, Help support your Jr. Beta Club! Projected
Goal to be able to attend is $10,000.00 More info to Come!!
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The Hour of Code was a big success!
Kindergarten students did a fun computer science unplugged activity in the media
center. Mr. O’Haley used the rug to show them how to go from one square to the
other using coding commands.
In the computer lab with Mr. Randolph:
 The 1st graders used a program called Tinker to help their monster eat jelly beans.
 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders loved writing codes for B B-8 the robot from Star Wars.
 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders competed to create a phone App using an applica-

tion from Code.org.
We will announce the winners Friday, December 15 during morning assembly.
I would like to stress the important components to coding: reading, writing, and math,
in addition to decision making, consequences, and troubleshooting. These important
skills are the foundation of computer science and engineering.
According to the authorized biography of “Steve Jobs” by Walter Isaacson, President
Obama visited Steve Jobs and asked him why he was outsourcing the manufacture of
the Apple products. Mr. Jobs answer was: “ ... that there were nowhere near enough
trained engineers in the US.” Here at D.A.T.E., we are preparing our students to become the future engineers needed for the country and most importantly our young
girls.
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Kudos are in order to our wonderful librarian Mrs. Aswad and two of our outstanding
scholars from the S.T.E.A.M. Dream Team (Nyla Richardson and Aryss McDuffie).
These dynamic ladies participated the first ever PRIDE STEM Takeover on December
12, 2017 which was held in the DCSD Boardroom in the AIC building. They presented
STEM
activities to the newly hired elementary and high school teachers of DeKalb County.
Mrs. Aswad demonstrated coding using Osmo activities; she demonstrated using
applications that our own middle school scholars created during the Hour of Code
event. Teachers were excited and fascinated to create 3D art on site.
The STEAM Dream Team members introduced “straws and connectors” which is a
hands on activity for building tower. They also explained circuitry, mechanical engineering, and the use renewable energy through solar power to participants. They made us all
shine and
represented us well!
As always, D.A.T.E. showed up and showed out. Hats off to you all!
Mrs. Shillingford
S.T.E.A.M. Coordinator
Environmental Specialist
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Good Day Parents,
Your students participate in several programs that may require you submitting a payment on their
behalf.
We DO NOT accept personal checks or Cash.
You are welcomed to make your payment at the front desk by credit card or leave a money order.
You are also encouraged to use PayPal.
If you log in to your PayPal account, you are then able to send your payment for the activity your
student is participating in.
To make a payment:
Login
Select—Send Money
Select—Pay for Goods and Services
Key in the email address that the payment needs to go to
Key in the Amount that you wish to send
In the Notes section—put your Child’s Name and the Activity that you are paying for.
Email Address for the Before / After School Program is: BeforeAfterSchool@dateacademy.org
Email Address for all Other Activities is: Activities@dateacademy.org
Email Address for Capital Campaign is: CapitalCampaign@dateacademy.org
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PTO Events

December 2017

Tue

Wed

Thu

Dec. 1—Skate Night
Dec. 8—Winter Fundraiser Ends
Dec. 15—Pizza Friday
Dec. 19—General Meeting

Fri
1 Skate Night

4

Cub Scouts—6:30pm 6

Sat
2

7 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC

8 Winter Fundraiser
Ends

14 Map Assessment
Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC

15 Map Assessment 16
Pizza Friday

11 Map Assessment 12 Map Assessment

13 Map Assessment

18 Map Assessment 19 Map Assessment
Cub Scouts 6:30pm
PTO General Meeting
Winter Concert—7PM

20 Last Day 1st Se21 Winter Break
mester
Map Assessment
Safety Patrol 6:45AM

22 Winter Break

23 Winter Break

25 Winter Break

26 Winter Break

27 Winter Break

28 Winter Break

29 Winter Break

30 Winter Break

1 New Year’s Day
Winter Break

2 Winter Break

3 Winter Break
Pre-Planning

4 1st Day of 2nd Semester

5 Skate Night

6 Boy Scouts

