DeKalb Academy of Technology and Environment
Elementary and Middle School, Inc.
A STEM (AdvanceED) School

LEARNING WITH RELATIONSHIPS, RELEVANCE, AND RIGOR
D.A.T.E.
VISION
Our vision is to become
one of the Top 10 Charter
schools in Georgia and the
Nation.

Office Hours
Dr. Wills
Monday 8 a.m. to 12 noon
Dr. Wilson
Tuesday 8:00 am to 12 noon
Dean McCladdie
Tues-Thurs 3:30 pm -5:00 pm
Principal Thomas
Monday 9:00 am to 11:00 am
Dr. Taylor
Tuesday 9:00 am to 10:30 am

State of The School Address:
Please take time to visit our website at www.dekalbacademy.org to view The State of the School Address (SSA) for 2017-2018. The SSA will provide an overview of the academy's mission and vision,
highlights from the previous year, and major goals and accomplishments, and a plan of action to
achieve the Boards' five year Strategic Plan. The SSA will be an articulated road map that can assist
our stakeholders in understanding the school's core values and purposeful intents to drive student
learning and achievement to its fullest peak.

Our teachers and students are to be commended for the growth and achievement on
the Georgia Milestones demonstrated over the past year. Our focus on academic improvements
and interventions in core content areas has been intentional, and the results of that effort are reflected in these scores.
The Georgia Milestones tests are administered to students in grades 3 through 12, and they include open-ended questions to better gauge students’ understanding of a subject.
The tests were implemented in 2015 as a replacement for the Criterion-Referenced Competency
Tests and End of Course Tests. The exams measure how well students have learned English,
language arts, math, science and social studies, compared to what state standards say they
should know. The state uses the scores to help grade school performance.
With the test in its third year, teachers and students still are getting used to the format of the test
and better aligning teaching standards and strategies
Read more here: http://www.macon.com/news/local/education/
article162633903.html#storylink=cpy
In reviewing Growth data from the recent 2017 Georgia Milestones, our student at D.A.T.E.
showed the most growth in English and Math in their region, and the second highest in the district
in English and Math as well. Moreover, D.A.T.E. students showed more growth in English in all
grades 4-8, as compared to the students in Georgia. In Math, D.A.T.E. students showed more
growth in all grades, except 5th grade, as compared to students in the district and in Georgia.
In reviewing the Achievement data from the recent Georgia Milestones, our students at D.A.T.E.
had higher percentages of students performing at the Developing and Above levels and the Proficient and Above levels in English in grades 4 through 8, as compared to the district and the state.
For math, D.A.T.E. students had higher percentages in Developing and Above levels as compared to the district an the state and higher percentages of students at Proficient and
Above levels in grades 6-8, as compared to the state.
There is a still great deal of work to be done to, but with help from community partners, parents,
and collaborative efforts of teachers and students as well as a continued focus on reading support
and keeping students in school daily, “we are well on our way to achieving victory!”
Continue to Learn With Relationships, Relevance, and Rigor!
Dr. Maury L. Wills
Headmaster / C.E.O.
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Office Hours
Dr. Wills
Monday 8 a.m. to 12 noon
Dr. Wilson
Tuesday 8:00 am to 12 noon

November 15—Girls: Spellman
November 17—Boys: Morehouse

Dean McCladdie
Tues-Thurs 3:30 pm -5:00 pm
Principal Thomas
Monday 9:00 am to 11:00 am

Whenever you read about educational theory, or initiatives you cannot get too far
without hearing about school improvement or school change. Often, these ideas are
associated with underperforming or struggling schools. In reality, these are important
concepts for all schools to be cognizant of. At D.A.T.E., we are always trying to assure our delivery of services is growing in a manner that benefits our students. As we
continue this school year, we face challenges that I am confident we can use as opportunities for growth.
We have had some changes within each grade level and moved a number of students to classes that will benefit their growth. Again, student growth is a key component on how we will be ultimately judged by GADOE and CCRPI. My request to each
parent is not to harp on students grades: A, B or C’s, but to look at the amount your
student is growing from the time they enter a grade level until the time the exit. Our
charge to our teachers is to grow each student.
This goal can be accomplished through, acceleration, remediation, differentiation and
consultation. Please be aware of the levels of homework, or class work that your
scholar will be assigned and help them to complete each task as it will contribute to
their growth potential. Thanks for all you do to make D.A.T.E. a great place to teach
and learn.

Curriculum Corner
One of the major keys to academic success is being in attendance and reporting for school on time each day. Teachers engage in a "three-part" lesson in which each component is critical
in the learning continuum. The first part of the lesson involves
the "opening". During this time, teachers conduct a mini-lesson
and set the stage for the day's learning; this engages the students in a review of appropriate skills and concepts that are relevant for mastery of standards. After the opening, teachers and
students transition into the "work-period". The work period is the
longest part of the class period as direct instruction, as well as
the differentiated learning, occurs during this segment. Students'
individualized learning tasks and/or collaborative assignments
are the focus of this period. The "closing" summarizes the lesson, clarifies misconceptions and reinforces the learning objectives for the standards.

Dr. Taylor
Tuesday 9:00 am to 10:30 am

Please continue to make the effort to arrive on time and encourage students to maintain their positive attitude for academic success!
Dr. K. Taylor
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PTO CORNER

Dear D.A.T.E. Families,
It’s hard to believe that we have entered
November! What a wonderful school
year so far!
D.A.T.E. PTO would like to thank all of
you for your participation in our fall fundraiser. All items will be available for
pickup from the school gym on Nov 9th
between 2:00pm-6:30pm. The next
school wide fundraiser will be our winter
fundraiser selling Chick-fil-A calendars.
The fundraiser will start right before
Thanksgiving break and items will be
available when we return to
school. Below is a list of PTO activities
for November and ways you can get involved.
Nov 3rd – Dress Down and Skate Night
@ All American Skate- 6pm
Nov 9th – Fall Fundraiser PickupSchool Gym 2:00pm-6:30pm
Nov 14th- PTO General Meeting /
Culture Night – 6:30pm
Nov 17th- Pizza Friday
Thank you in advance for helping in any
way you can and showing your children
the importance you place on their education. “A strong PTO represents parent
involvement and parent involvement
represents student success.”
Should you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me
at pto@dateacademy.org.
Thank You,
Nicole Lundie
PTO President

School Lunch Program
Parents,
Appointments and Student Check Outs

Please take the time to complete the free and reduced application, even if you think
you may not qualify.

Please plan on checking out students prior to 2:00pm,
even if you need to check out your student for an appointment. We cannot guarantee a timely check out if
you come in after 2:00pm and are trying to discourage
this practice, unless it is an emergency.

At. D.A.T.E., all school lunches are reduced at least $0.50 and may be reduced even
more based on the completed application.

Date Athletics

Please visit the link provided below or stop by the front desk to retrieve a paper copy.

A BIG congratulations to the football team as they completed their season. Way to go boys and girls on another successful year. They overcame many obstacles,
however continued to work hard and remain dedicated
to become a winning team.

Thank you for your support!

In addition, by completing this form, it will allow D.A.T.E. the possibility of earning
more funding resources for our school and you will receive 60 volunteer hours.

http://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/school-nutrition/fr-meal-applications/
Thanks in Advance,
Ms. Caddell
Director of School Nutrition

DeKalb Academy of Technology and Environment
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It seems like there are new cyber-bullying stories (also known as “cyber bullying" or “cyber–bullying”) in
the headlines each day. The effects of cyber-bullying can be devastating for everyone involved. Cyberbullying statistics have shown that modern technology with its ability to increase our connectivity can also
be the perfect platform for bullying.
Students can learn what to do if they are involved in a cyber-bullying situation as well as ways of how to
stop cyber-bullying by exploring the roles people play and how individual actions — both negative and
positive — can impact their friends and broader communities. Students are encouraged to take the active
role of up-stander and build positive, supportive online communities.
What to Know
It’s time to know the cyber-bullying facts. Online cruelty, also referred to as cyber-bullying, takes place
whenever someone uses digital media tools such as the Internet and cell phones to deliberately upset or
harass someone else, often repeatedly. While spreading rumors and bullying is nothing new for kids,
online tools can magnify the hurt, humiliation, and social drama in a very public way.
Cyber-bullying can take a variety rumors, or posting cruel comments or images online. The feeling of being
anonymous or “removed” from a target in an online environment can encourage a kid who normally wouldn’t say anything mean face-to-face to act irresponsibly or unethically. With the effects of cyber-bullying
ranging from low self-esteem to depression to thoughts of violence or suicide, it is important for parents,
teachers and students alike to learn how to prevent cyber-bullying and stop it in its tracks.
Why Teach It : Students will…

consider ways to create positive online communities rooted in trust and respect.


learn to identify, respond to, and limit the negative impact of cyber-bullying and other unethical or
harmful online behaviors.



recognize their own role in escalating or de-escalating online cruelty as up-standers, rather than bystanders.

When kids misuse online or mobile technology to harass, embarrass, or bully others, they can do real and
lasting harm. Nothing crushes kids’ self-confidence faster than humiliation. And just imagine a public humiliation sent instantly to everyone they know. Sadly, hurtful information posted on the Internet is extremely difficult to prevent or remove, and millions of people can see it. As more and more states take a
harsher stand with new cyber-bullying laws, it is important to know how to stop cyber bullying in its tracks.
Teachers and parents can help kids think about the consequences of their online actions — before they
even occur. When guiding students, it’s important for them to understand that they have a choice in all of
their online relationships. They can say something positive or say something mean. They can create great
community support around activities or interests, or they can misuse the public nature of online communities to tear others down.
.

Key Vocabulary
cyberbullying: the use of digital media tools such as the Internet and cell phones
to deliberately upset or harass someone.
drama: the everyday tiffs and disputes that occur between friends or acquaintances online or via text. Note: Unlike cyber-bullying, which involves repeated digital
harassment toward someone, drama is broader and more nuanced. That being
said, kids and teens sometimes use the term drama to distance themselves from
emotionally difficult behavior. Digital drama can still feel very real to students, lead
to hurt feelings, and even damage friendships. In some cases, digital drama can
escalate into an offline fight – either verbal or physical.
hate speech: making cruel, hostile, or negative statements about someone based
on their race, religion, national origin, ability, age, gender, or sexual orientation.
target: a person who is the object of an intentional action.
offender: a person who has a malicious intent to hurt or damage someone.
bystander: a person who does nothing when they witness something happening.
Up-stander: a person who supports and stands up for someone else.
escalate: to increase or make more intense.
de-escalate: to decrease or make less intense.
Have a great day
Mr. Allen
Director of Technology
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D.A.T.E. VISION

Our vision is to become one of the Top 10
Thank you to all the Parents and Volunteers
that came out to help us have a successful
Career Day. The students had an amazing
time.

Charter schools in
Georgia and the Nation.

On behalf of the Faculty, Staff, & Police Officers, we would like to Thank You, the parents,
for all that you are doing to keep your/our students safe in the parking lot.

From Your
Parent
Liaison's
Desk:

You still have time to register for Silent Dismissal to be able to get your student out in a
timely fashion.
To assist with the dismissal process, please
ensure that you download the Silent Dismissal Application.
Your student should have brought home a
Green Sheet with their carpool number that
has a code on it which you will need to key in.
After this process has been completed, you
must please send an email to:
CARPOOL@DATEACADEMY.ORG, letting us
know what type of phone you are using, so
that we may activate your account.
If you need us to send you a new copy of the
Student Access Code, please send an email
to:
CARPOOL@DATEACADEMY.ORG with your
Child’s name and Grade.
Once again THANK YOU for all that you do.

Greetings,
This is Mrs. Sonya Armstrong, your
Parent Liaison.
If you are having difficulty accessing
Infinite Campus, please send me an email
with your Child’s name and Grade to:
SArmstrong@dateacademy.org

Mrs. Armstrong
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PTO Events

November/December 2017

Mon

Tue

6 Winter Fundraiser Begins 7 Election Day
Culture Night Interest Meet- 6:30pm—Cub Scouts
ing—4:30pm

Wed

Thu

Fri

Nov. 3—Skate Night
Nov. 6—Winter Fundraiser Begins
Nov. 6—Culture Night Interest Meeting
Nov. 9—Cookie Dough Pickup
Nov. 14—PTO Meeting
Nov. 17—Pizza Friday
Nov. 20—24—School’s Closed
Sat
Dec. 1—Skate Night
Dec. 8—Winter Fundraiser Ends

1 Career Day
HBCU Parent Meeting –
6:30pm

2 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC 3:30pm

3 Skate Night
$4.00 Dress Down

4

8

9 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC 3:30pm
Parent University—6pm
Cookie Order Pick-up:
2:30pm-6:15pm

10 VETERAN’s DAY

11 Boy Scouts 10am—2pm

13

14 PTO General Meeting/ 15 Girl Scouts 3:30pm
Cultural Night 6:30pm
8th Grade Girls—
Spellman

16 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC 3:30pm

17 Pizza Friday
8th Grade Boys–
Morehouse

18

20 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

21 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

23 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

24 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

25

22 School Closed
Thanksgiving Break

Stone Mountain Parade
27

28 Cub Scouts—6:30pm

29 Safety Patrol—6:45AM 30 Club Pictures
Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC 3:30pm

1 Skate Night

2 Boy Scouts 10am-2pm

4

5

6

8 Winter Fundraiser Ends

9

7 Lil Miss Sunshine
PAC

