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Welcome to 7th Grade ELA with Mr. McDermott.  This year we will learn so much and we will work hard.  But we will also have fun while improving our reading and writing skills.  Please know that Mr. McDermott is so glad to have you in his class.

Well-prepared students achieve more, so come prepared with the following supplies:

· 1 Composition-style notebook – no spirals 
· Blue or Black pens only – no other colors
· Optional – Scotch tape or stapler for fastening documents into notebook.

Teacher’s Request – If possible, families are asked to donate a box of tissues for classroom use.  Paper towels are welcome, too.  These supplies help us keep study areas clean. Thank you.

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]All missed work must be done.  Mr. McDermott will make clear steps you can take to make up work.
ELA Department Goals
Reading: Students will read closely to determine the central idea of a text and analyze what the text says explicitly. Students will cite clear and relevant evidence to support their analysis of both literary and informational texts.
Writing: Students will write routinely on a range of discipline-specific tasks and purposes, and for a variety of  audiences. Students will be able to develop and support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
Speaking and Listening: Students will engage in high quality discussions incorporating responding to and extending upon peer response techniques. Students will craft questions as to deepen critical thinking skills and support ideas with clear and relevant evidence.
Language: Students will be able to demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking using domain specific vocabulary.
All class work and homework activities will center around the ELA Department goals.  Students will read fictional and non-fictional texts, with emphasis on text analysis and evidence citation.  Students will write essays based on textual analysis, where they will develop and support claims with clear and relevant evidence. Students will exercise speaking and listening skills in group work assignments in class.  Vocabulary and grammar lessons will help students demonstrate good command of the conventions of standard English.

Grades will be formulated as follows:

· 60% - Formal Assessments – that means tests, projects, and written pieces
· 15% - Homework – all tests come directly from homework, so not doing it hurts your grades twice!  Homework gets graded on effort, accuracy and completeness.  Be sure to do your best.
· 15% - Class Work Rubric – how well a student works in the classroom is graded.
· 10% - Class Work Assignments  - Some class work assignments will receive a grade like any other assessment.

Please sign and date the tear-off below and return it to class tomorrow.  Then, attach the remainder of this letter to the inside of your notebook.
I have read and understood the expectations for Mr. McDermott’s English Language Arts class.
__________________________________		___________________________________
student’s signature					parent’s signature
__________________________________		_________		_______
student’s printed name					class #          		date

 



