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From the Desk of
the Executive Director
Dear Friend of The De La Salle School,
A contest was organized and presented to students and alumni of The
De La Salle School in the summer of 2011. The idea was to augment the
logo in celebration of the school’s tenth anniversary. Russell Fearon,
class of 2012, created the winning design showing a hand, symbolizing opportunity knocking. His creation was digitized and mounted on
a board that now hangs outside our Assembly Room to greet students
each morning. Opportunity continues to knock at the door for the
students of The De La Salle School. Russell has finished his sophomore year at Syracuse University, majoring in Mechanical Engineering.
On Friday, 8 June 2018, The De La Salle School celebrated her thirteenth
graduation ceremony. Each member of the class of 2018 achieved
their goal of securing a seat in a Catholic High School. We are proud
of the young Lasallian gentlemen that they have grown to be. They
are successful students who are caring citizens with a spirit of service
and a heightened awareness of their responsibility as Christian leaders.
With the admission of the class of 2018 into the ranks of the alumni, The De La Salle School has now provided a Catholic Lasallian education to 173 young men.
Along with the alumni currently in high school, we have several graduates who are pursuing
four-year college degrees at Manhattan College, La Salle University,
Boston University, Saint John’s University, Molloy College, SUNY Albany, Syracuse University, and SUNY Farmingdale just to name a few.
Financial issues continue to be the main obstacle for our graduates.
Catholic High Schools offer great opportunities but they, along with colleges and universities, come with hefty price tags. We have the evidence
and data that our graduates, when provided with the opportunity and
funding, not only do they succeed, they excel.

After a benefactor-funded trip to Hofstra Art
Museum, and classes with art teachers, 7th
grade student Marcos creates his masterpiece.

Volunteer Mr. Thomas Hessel, retired from
both the aerospace industry and as a high
school math teacher, works with 8th grade
students on advanced math and algebra.

Thank you for your past investment in the future of our students and I hope and pray you
are able to continue your support so that the
young men we are blessed to serve may continue to answer that knock of opportunity.
Live Jesus in our hearts,
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Front Cover: 8th grade student Luis helps his 5th
grade buddy Justin with his studies.

Every year our 8th grade students embrace
their role as leaders and mentors for our other
students. This year, Friday’s business attire
helps them achieve this goal.

Fulfilling our Mission:
Our Graduates Learn, Grow and Achieve Great Success!
We are so proud of our Class of 2014, graduating
from high school this year as the Class of 2018. We are
receiving excellent reports from our students, and as of
printing every student has graduated or is on the path to
graduation. In addition, more than half are attending
four year colleges, each with substantial merit scholarships, and most with multiple four year acceptances, including King’s College, LIU Brooklyn, Marist, Molloy,
Scranton, Seton Hall, and Villanova. Congratulations

to all, including the following at four year colleges:

Luis Bonilla - University at Albany
James Curry - Manhattan College
Jordy Duron - Stony Brook University
Anyelo Espinosa - SUNY Farmingdale
Jerson Gonzalez - St. John’s University
Jason Gutierrez - Stony Brook University
Justin Morocho - University at Albany
Steven Ortega - St. John’s University
Brandon Soares - University at Albany

every day, and projects that had a due
date one month ahead but seemed
to come up in an instant. I quickly
learned time-management and responsibility. School work did become
as normal and as steady as a ticking
clock. Additionally, I made most of
my best friends, and I keep in touch
with them to this day. Diamonds in
the rough, but nonetheless diamonds.

Matthew, right, with fellow 2017 Mock Trial
Team members from The De La Salle School.

Message from
Matthew Sotelo

The De La Salle School
Class of 2017,
Chaminade High School
Class of 2021.
When I first came to The De La Salle
School in the fifth grade, I wasn’t the
best student. My grades were in the
80s, everything was new to me. The
De La Salle School gave me plenty
of opportunities to grow and many
teachers to shape me and my friends
into De La Salle Gentlemen. Fast-forward to now, everything has shifted
into perspective: even though it was
hard, studying and memorizing proved
to be essential tools for High School.
Fifth and sixth grade felt overwhelming. We had homework almost

Seventh grade is and was, arguably,
the most important grade in middle
school. De La Salle’s teachers all understood that this grade could make
or break getting into High School.
Thanks to The De La Salle School,
my friends and I were extensively prepared. My principal and teachers gave
me the opportunity to learn advanced
mathematics and other subjects with
several tutors, two of whom helped
me the most. Mr. Hessel gladly taught
me advanced math, most of which I
am “re-learning” in Chaminade High
School. Mr. Bencivenga, another tutor, helped me emotionally and encouraged me deeply. He would listen
to my problems throughout these
four years and it was because of him
that I got interested in Chaminade.
I also signed up for Mock Trial, a
team of seventh and eighth graders
working together on cases ranging from
incidents causing PTSD, and defending a person accused of something for
being in the wrong place at the wrong

time. We competed as a school team
at St. John’s University School of Law.
Eighth grade was by far the most enjoyable year, since I had made friends
with everyone. Our class was tightly-knit, even though we came from
many different backgrounds and ethnic
heritages, everyone got along with each
other. My brother was also in De La
Salle, in the sixth grade, so that made
things easier. After the Catholic High
School Entrance Exams, everyone’s
stress disappeared, and from then on
everything went by in a flash. We all
graduated, got accepted into each of
our Catholic High Schools, and I won
the award of ‘Academic Excellence.’
The De La Salle School made a huge
impact in my life academically and spiritually. I learned, I grew, I made many
memories here and am proud to come
from this honorable school. I thank
The De La Salle School for accepting
me into the Class of 2017, and the
many opportunities they have given me.
Editor’s note: Matthew Sotelo, Class of
2017, is completing his freshman year at
Chaminade High School. He finished his
first two high school trimesters with an average of over 95: one of the top students in his
class. He joined Chaminade Speech and Debate, and has competed at many tournaments,
including traveling to Princeton University to
compete against teams from all over the country.

Page 3

Congratulations
Class of 2018!!!
Ajani Enrique Abreu
Holy Trinity Diocesan
High School

Justin Michael Goodson
Holy Trinity Diocesan
High School

Emil Manuel Figueroa
Kellenberg Memorial
High School
Kenneth Fuentes
Kellenberg Memorial
High School

Marcus Ellijah Guillaume-Sam
Kellenberg Memorial
High School
Matthew Johnathan Green
Kellenberg Memorial
High School
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Jorge Eduardo Guerrero Peláez
Holy Trinity Diocesan
High School

Luis B Jimenez Perez
Kellenberg Memorial
High School

Brendon McCalla
Kellenberg Memorial
High School
Jay-Edwards Nathan
Holy Trinity Diocesan
High School

Augusto Rafael Lebron
Kellenberg Memorial
High School

Anthony Donovan Quiñonez
Holy Trinity Diocesan
High School

Miguel Angel Rodriguez
Holy Trinity Diocesan
High School

Justin Joseph Zelaya
Holy Trinity Diocesan
High School
Photo Credit: Simple Smiles Photography

Gianni Andre Zuna
Kellenberg Memorial
High School
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On Fridays this Spring, our 8th grade requested to wear business
attire to school. Here they are pictured with Mr. Gault and homeroom teacher Mr. Donodeo.

Many friends come bearing gifts! At Christmas,
Fellowship Home Loans sponsored a party, with
gifts for every student. Here Miss Giovinco
celebrates with students from all grades!

Our state of the art science lab and cutting edge technology
are put to good use by Mr. Lamberti’s 6th grade science class,
as they research and present on the Solar System.
The 8th grade collaborated on a live-action Stations of
the Cross during Holy Week, with student-led reflections at every station. Miguel portrayed our Savior, and
Luis, Marcus and Emil were Romans.

All grades participated in the “Winter Olympics”
in gym class. Here a 5th grade player for Canada
sinks a basket. But guess what? Norway won!

Page 6

7th grade student John V. conducts the all-school choir at
the Advent Prayer Service.

Our Auxiliary Visitor, Brother Richard Galvin, participates
with the 8th grade in a class discussion.

Social Studies gives 5th graders the chance to do in-depth
research on indigenous people of the Americas, and to
present their findings to their classmates.

Dozens of our alumni joined us on December 8 for Alumni Day.
Here Kellenberg freshman Daniel completes a project with his
brother Kelvin, currently in 5th grade.

Molloy College student teachers work with 5th grade
students on use of primary sources and executing a
“History Alive - Act it Out” strategy.

Our 7th and 8th grade students were able to examine
original artworks with Hofstra art instructors during
two benefactor-funded trips to Hofstra Art Museum.

Zacarias, left, 6th grade, and Augusto, right, 8th grade, in
the final round of the school Math Bee. Both Zacarias
and Augusto went on to successfully compete at the Kellenberg Memorial High School Invitational Math Bee.
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Congratulations Class of 2018!

SAVE THE DATES!
The De La Salle School Golf Outing
in collaboration with the
La Salle Military Academy Alumni Association

The De La Salle School
Christmas Fundraiser
Luncheon

Monday, 24 September 2018

Thursday,
6 December 2018

Lawrence Yacht and Country Club
Lawrence, NY
Call 516-379-0012 for more information

Engineers Country Club
Roslyn Harbor NY

Featuring:
Special guest speaker

Geraldo Rivera
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