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The Colonies
By Jane Runyon
Have you ever tasted flour? By itself, it doesn't have much taste, does it? How about salt? You wouldn't want to
eat too much of it by itself. What about raw egg, vanilla, sugar, cooking oil, baking soda? None of these would
taste very good as a snack. But what if you mixed all of these ingredients together and then put them in the oven to
bake? In 30-40 minutes, you would have a delicious cake that you would find very pleasant to eat. The original
thirteen colonies were much the same as the ingredients in our cake. Settling here were people of many different
parts of Europe and Africa who brought their cultures with them to form a new country. All of these traditions and
cultures mixed together to create a country different from any other country in the world, a country delicious to the
throngs which suffered hardship to reach the shores of this new land.
Many of the new colonists had come to this new world to escape religious oppression. Many were poor_ and
thought that they could find wealth in a new world. Some were trying to start new lives after being shut up m
prisons for crimes and debts. All of these new inhabitants came to find a home where they could decide for
themselves and their families the best way to live. Here there would be no king telling them what to believe and
what to do. Many of the new colonists bad come from England and still considered themselves to be Englishmen.
On the other hand, more and more of the new residents began to call themselves Americans and wanted to govern
themselves as a separate country.

Because of the great mixture of people and cultures, some people in England began to refer to the colonists as
mongrels. A mongrel is most often defined as a dog of several different breeds mixed together, not a pure breed.
They thought that this would be an insult to the colonists, but instead, the colonists wore the title as a symbol of
their fierceness.
England started to fear this independent feeling as a sign of resistance to their rule. King George III and his
Parliament decided to "teach these upstarts a lesson" by imposing taxes on the colonies to help pay for their wars in
Europe. The colonists had no representatives in Parliament, so they had no voice protecting their rights. The king
imposed taxes whenever and for whatever he wanted. The colonists began to feel that they had to bear "taxation
without representation."
The Colonies

Questions
I. The purpose of this piece is:
A. to inform
B. to persuade

C. to demonstrate a new concept
D. to entertain
2. True or False? The early colonists all came from the same country.

I

Name ____________
Friday, March 13

3. The word mongrels in this story refers to:
A. a group of animals in a pen
B. people of mixed backgrounds
C. people who collect truces
D. one-sided geometric figures
4. What caused the king to levy taxes on the colonists?

5. What conclusion can you draw from the facts in this piece?

6. An analogy is a kind of comparison. In this article an analogy compares the mixture of culture and
traditions in the new colonies to what?

7. Who was the leader of England at this time?

8. What term was used to describe the English practice of taxing the people of the colonies?
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No Taxation without Representation
After the French and Indian War, England was broke. They had spent a
lot of money to protect the colonists in America. England thought that
America should help to pay off the debt.
England decided to tax the colonists. They thought this would be the
best way to get the money back. They started with the Sugar Act. This
taxed molasses and other items like wine and cloth. Then, England
passed the Stamp Act.
The Stamp Act made _Americans very angry. It required that any printed material be taxed. A stamp would be put
on the paper saying the tax had been paid. The tax would affect almost all Americans. It also affected powerful
people like printers anq lawyers.
The phrase "no taxation without representation" became very popular. The idea was simple. American colonists
did not have representatives in Parliament. There was no one who could stand up for the colonists' ideas. This was
not fair. If England wanted to tax the colonists, the colonists should be able to state their opinion in Parliament.

0
This is als·o an issue in the United States today. Peo__ple who live in Washington, D.C. do not have representatives
in Congress. These people still have to pay taxes. This is the same idea that the colonists were fighting against.
The Stamp Act Congress met in 1765. People from nine colonies came. They wanted to protest the Stamp Act.
"No taxation wi~out representation" was ~eir argument. The people wanted the colonists to have the same rights
as the people in Britain. They sent letters to:the king telling him this,. They did not want to be taxed without being
able to state their ideas in Parliament.
The Stamp Act was repealed in 1766. The larger issue was still there. Did England have the right to tax the
colonies without representation? Parliament passed another act to answer this question. It said Parliament could
make any laws for the colonists. The colonists did not agree. They continued to fight back. Soon, these two
countries would fight a war to settle the question.
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No Taxation without Representation

Questions
I. Why was England broke after the French and Indian War?
A. They spent a lot of money to protect the colonists.
B. They had to pay the colonists for helping England win the war.
C. They lost the war.
2. What year was the Stamp Act repealed?
A. 1767
B. 1765
C. 1766
3. Name three things taxed by the Sugar.Act.

4. What was taxed under the Stamp Act?
A. Wine
B. Printed Material
C. Cloth
5. How many colonies sent people to the Stamp Act Congress?
A. six
B. thirteen·
C. nine

)

6. What was the phrase the colonists used to support their argument?
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Sugar and Stamp Act

The French and Indian War had ended in 1763. England hnd spent a lot of money on the war. They had fought the
war to protect the American colonists. England decided that the colonists should help pay the debts.
The Sugar _.\ct was passed on April 5, 1764. England told the colonists it was a wny to help control trad~. The
~oar Act ta..1:ed things like cloth and certain wines. It also put a three pence tax on molasses. This was about three
cents. The act said rum and French wine could not be imported to the colonies.
The British Navy began to sail along the coast They wanted to catc.h smugglers. British officers could take goods
from the smu__gglers without going to court. The smuggler was then tried in a British cowt. A British court only had
a judge. It did not have a jury. The judge also received money if the smuggler was found guilty. The colonists did

not think this was fair. This meant the judge would vote people guilty in order to get more money.
Colonists complained about this ta,½ but they went along with it It wasn't until the Stamp Act that the colonists
began to fight back. Toe Stamp Act was passed in March 1765. It was the first time England taxed the colonists to
raise money. The Sugar Act also raised money, but that's not what the colonists were told. The Stamp Act ta,'{ed
newspapers, pamphlets, and almost all printed material. The papers would have to have a government stamp on
-".them. This would show that the ta.'< had been paid
This tax touched almost all Americans. It affected powerful people in the colonies like printers and la·wyers.
People reacted strongly. In October 1765, a Stamp Act Congress was held. People from nine colonies came. They
discussed ways to protest the new tax. They wrote letters to the king and Parliament. The letters said that the
colonies could not be taxed The colonies d!-d not have anyone to represent their ideas in Parliament This argument
became kno\vn as "no ta,"{ation without representation."
Merchants also organized a boycott. A bQycott is when people refuse to buy certain things. The m~ants
boycotted things made by the British. They would not buy them. This was hard for people who sold British goods.
They weren't making any money.
Colonists formed large groups or mobs. These groups would go to homes. In the homes were people who sold the
stamp that was to be put on the printed material. The groups \Vould threaten the stamp seller and his fumily. They
would chase the seller from his house and steal what he owned. The mobs would destroy the house.
Soon, most people who were supposed to sell the stamps had run away. They were afraid that they would be
killed. British merchants were also unhappy. The boycott was ruining their businesses. They weren't making any
;,-0 money. Parliament decided the Stamp Act wasn't a good idea. They repealed it in March 1766.
1
England was broke after the French and Indian War. They decided to ta'X'. the colonists to make money. Colonists
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went along with the Sugar Act but reacted strongly to the Stamp Act. Tho American colonists and England were
moving quickly toward war.

New Taxes - Sugar and Stamp Act

Questions
1. How much was the tax on molasses?
A. Three pence
B. Nine pence
C. Sixpence
2. How many colonies sent people to the Stamp Act Congress?
A. Nine
B. Three
C. Six
3. What is a boycott?

4 . Why did England tax the colonists?

5. Wpat did the Sugar Act tax?
A. Cloth
B . Certain Wines
0 ~ Both a and b
6 . When did Parliament repeal the Stamp Act?

A. 1767
B. 1766
C. 1765

))
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~ The Townshend Acts
Charles Townshend was an English government official. In order for Townshend to be
included in the social life of the British upper class, he made himself a favorite of King
George ill. The best way to make yourself the favorite of a king is to support ideas that the
king likes. Charles Townsh~nd was able to accomplish this by proposing taxes to
Parliament that would keep the colonists in the New World connected to the mother
country, keep the poor citizens of England poor, and fill the treasury that the English
government had allowed to get frighteningly low. King George ill may have beeri the only
person made happy by these a~tions.
In 1765, the House of Parliament passed a tax on every piece of printed paper the colonists used. This tax was

levied to require the purchase of a stamp for each newspaper page, playing card, pamphlet, or advertisement the
colonists used. The colonists called it the Stamp Act. They rebelled against it and treated the tax collectors badly.
This Stamp Act was repealed one year later.
Then Townshend proposed a tax on the people in the colonies for all the lead, glass, paper, paint, and tea that they
had to import from England. Not only did they have to pay for these goods and the cost to ship them to the new
A,world, but now they also had to pay an extra tax to the king. The colonists decided to try a new way of protesting
'this tax. This time they decided to boycott each of these products. By agreeing not to purchase any of these items, .
the colonists sent a very strong message to the king tha~ they did not like the tax. It made a statement to the king,
but not quite the way you might imagine. The British merchants who made their livings selling goods to the
colonists started losing money. They felt the pinch much more strongly than the government. In the end, it was the
British merchants who demanded and won the repeal of this particular tax.
King George III did not like to be defeated. What he wanted was to be obeyed. Charles Townshend helped to
convince him that they could not give up the'idea of taxing the colonies. Townshend's alternative plan w!is to keep
the tax that had beeri levied on tea. It was a small tax, but it would remind the colonies that King George was still
in charge. In 1770, all but the tax on tea was repealed.

The Townshend Acts

Questions

SUI

1. The Stamp Act levied taxes on:
A. steel
B. printed paper
C. letters
D. luggage

Name: ___________________
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2. What words would you use to best describe Charles Townshend?
A. a brilliant man
B. a fair man
C. a hard worker
D. a man who wanted to please the king
3. When the Stamp Act was repealed, Townshend suggested a tax on:
A. all exports
B. matches
C. all imports
D. lead, glass, paper, paint, and tea
4. True or false? King George was a very fair king.

J)
5. Which product was not taxed by the British?
A. glass
B. lead
C. paper
D. silk
6. Who caused the repeal of this tax?
A. Parliament
B. British merchants
C. King George III
D. Charles Townshend

I•
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The Boston Massacre
England had tried to tax the colonies many times. The colonists fought
against the taxes. They thought the taxes were unfair. They did not want to
help England pay for the French and Indian War. England and the colonists
were very unhappy. Soon, th~re would be a disaster.
England made new taxes for the colonists in 1767. The taxes were called the
Townshend Acts. It put duties on glass and tea. A duty is a tax on imported
goods. England hoped the colonists would be happier with a duty. Not all of
the colonists would have to pay the tax.
The colonists were not fooled. They knew the Townshend Acts were another way to raise money for England. The
colonists started another bQycott. Women made their own cloth. They refused to buy English tea.
England sent soldiers to Boston. On March 5, 1770, a group of men and boys started to bother a soldier. They
threw snowballs and oyster shells at him. The soldier was worried. He sent for more soldiers to help him.
The crowd continued to grow. It grew into a large mob. One soldier was hit with a snowball. He fell down. The
·other soldiers fired into the crowd. Five people died. Six people were wounded. One of the first people to die was
Crispus Attucks. He was a black sailor.

r"'I

The next day, nine soldiers were arrested. They were charged with murder. They needed a lawyer. John Adams
was a lawyer in Boston. He did not like England. He still agreed to defend the soldiers. He thought that-everyone
deserved a fair trial. He wanted to show the,world that the colonists believed injustice.
Adams said that the crowd had started it.i-µhe soldiers felt like they were in danger. They fought bac~ to protect
themselves. He made a very good argument.
The jury agreed with John Adams. Seven of the soldiers were found not guilty. Two soldiers were found guilty of
other crimes. A brand was put on their thumbs. Nobody went to jail.
Colonists were angry. They thought that England should not have soldiers in Boston. Paul Revei:e made a picture
that showed the soldiers shooting the colonists. Samuel Adams wrote letters to other colonists. He wanted to make
people angry about the shooting.
After the Boston Massacre, the Townshend Acts were cancelled. England did keep the duty on tea. Colonists
iistopped boycotting English goods. They only boycotted tea.

i
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After the Boston Massacre, people calmed down. Many people hoped that the worst was over. They thought
England and America could get along.
Other colonists did not agree. They used it as a reason to fight against England. They thought America should
keep fighting back. These colonists wanted America to be free. Their plan would work. War was coming to the
colonies.

The Boston Massacre

Questions
1. What was the name of the new taxes?

A. John Adams
B. Townshend Acts·
C. Crispus Attucks

2. Who made a picture showing the soldiers shooting the colonists?
A. Paul Revere
B. John Adams
C. Samuel Adams
3. All of the soldiers were found guilty of murder.
A. True
B. False
4. How many people died in the Boston Massacre?
A. Six
B. Seven
C. Five

5. What are two things that the Townshend Acts put duties on?

6. What was the punishment that was given to two of the soldiers?

)
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~The Boston Tea Party

The Boston Massacre was·over. England had repealed most of the new
laws and taxes. They had kept the ta..x on tea. England tried to enforce
the ta..x on tea in 1774. This time more colonists started to think it was
time to rebel. They wanted to_finally be free of England.
One million American colonists drank tea twice a day. The British East
India Company brought most of the tea to the colonies. They would sell
the tea to merchants in the colonies. The merchant sold the tea to the colonists. The merchant would sell the tea for
a little more than he paid for it. This way everyone made money.
·
Soon the British East India Company was broke. A lot of tea was not being sold. It sat in warehouses. Colonists
would not buy the tea. They did not want to pay the taxes. Colol,lists did not think it was right for England to tax
America.
Parliament tried to help the British East India Company. They passed the Tea Act in 1773. The company did not
have to sell their tea to colonial merchants. They could sell it to the colonists. Colonists would still have to pay the
--tea tax. They would save money though. They would not have to pay the higher price that tea merchants charged.
England thought this would make the colonists happy. They would not have to pay as much for the tea. England
was wrong. Tea merchants were angry because the tea would not be sold to them first. They would lose a lot of
money. People who drank tea were also angry. They thought it was a trick. England was trying to trick them into
accepting the tea tax. This meant they had the right to tax the colonists.
A new boycott was started. Women made tea out of other things. They used raspberry leaves. Some people called
it freedom tea. People started to drink coffee~stead. Groups of colonists did not let the ships unload thefy tea.
Three ships came to Boston in November 1773. The governor said that they should unload their tea. Colonists did
not agree. On December 16, a group went to a church. They sent a message to the governor. They wanted the
governor to send the ships away. He would not. He told the colonists the ships could unload the tea.
Another group of people suddenly came to the meeting. They were dressed as Native Americans. They waved
hatchets in the air. These colonists left the meeting and went to the harbor. They went on the ships. They opened
up the tea and dumped it into the harbor. What they did became known as the Boston Tea Party.
~,

The colonists bad; made their point. They showed how unhappy ·they were with the tax. It had only taken a short

·.:ime to dump the tea in the harbor. The effects of what they did would last a long time. England was very angry.
They would punish Boston for destroying the tea. Colonists began to see that war was coming soon.

G-roup5

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

cdHclpcr

The Boston Tea Party

Questions
l. What happened to the tea on the ships in Boston?

A. The governor sent it back to England.
B. It was dumped into the water.
C. Colonists drank it.
2. What did colonists dress as during the Boston Tea Party?
A. Native Americans
B. Animals
C. Pirates
3. How many colonists drank tea twice a day?
A. One million
B. Two million
C. lbree million

4. The governor agreed to send the tea back to England.
A. True
B. False

)

5. What did people drink instead of tea?

6. Why was the British East India Company broke?

)
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The Intolerable Acts

The Boston Tea Party was over. The colonists in Boston had ruined a lot of English tea. England would react very
strongly. They passed a new set oflaws. The new laws would punish Boston. The laws were lmown as the
Intolerable Acts.
There were four parts to the new laws. The first part closed the port of Boston. No,boats could go in or out. Even
row boats were not allowed. The port would stay closed until the colonists paid for the tea.
People in Boston wrote letters to other colonists. The people thought they would starve. The colonists could not
get food because the port was closed. The other colonies helped. They sent food to Boston. Rice came from South
Carolina. Corn came fi;'om Virginia.
·
Second, a law was ~ade about meetings. The people in Boston needed permission to have a town meeting. They
could have one meeting. If they wanted another meeting, they needed to ask the governor. The governor could say
no. That meant the colonists could not meet.
Third, English officials who were charged with a crime would go to.court in England. People in the colonies felt
---. that this was very unfair. They thought English people would not be foU11d guilty if they were in England. There
was no evidence there.
Fourth, Parliament passed a Quartering Act. England did not want soldiers to camp out in Boston. The English
soldiers could force their way into the colonists' homes. The colonists would have to feed and take care of the
soldiers. The soldiers could stay as long as they wanted to. The colonists could not force them to leave.
·,

Thomas Jefferson was in the Virginia assembly. He wanted a special day to show how much the colonies hated the
Intolerable Acts. The governor said no. He told the people in the assembly to go home. They did not listen. The
day was held on June 1, 1774. People closed their stores. They did riot eat all day.
Leaders in the colonies called a special meeting. This meeting was in September 1774. It was held in Philadelphia.
Georgia did not send anyone. This meeting was called The First Continental Congress. The leaders talked about the
new laws. George Washington and Patrick Henry went to the meeting. Samuel Adams also went. He wanted the
colonies to rebel.
The leaders voted to do many things. They started another boycott. This had worked well in the past. They also
said the colonies should form militias. Militias were armies made up of ordinary people. They would fight like
soldiers in an emergency. They also decided to write a letter to the king. They would tell him what they were
JIJ.bappy with. They hoped he would get rid of the acts.

Name:
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The meeting ended in October. They decided to meet again if there was still trouble. The next meeting would be in
the spring. King George Ill did not listen to the colonists. He was angry. He knew the colonies were going to fight
~

to be free. He cfid not want this to happen.

C

·

The new laws made the colonists very angry. They did not like to be told what to do. They did not think it was fair
that soldiers could live in their houses. They did not want to take care of people that they didn't like. The new act
helped to unite the colonists. It would be one of the last steps on the road to war.

The Intolerable Acts

Questions
1. How many parts did the Intolerable Acts have?
A. Four
B. Two
C. Three
2. What did colonial leaders do about the new laws?
A. They started a boycott.
B. They wrote a letter to King George ill.
C. All of the above
·
3. Which colony did not send anyone to The First Continental Congress?
A. Massachusetts
B. New York
C. Georgia
4. What was a militia?
A. An army made up of ordinary citizens
B. A group of colonists who wanted to rebel
C. A British army
5. How many town meeting(s) did the Intolerable Acts say ·the colonists could have?
A. Four
B. One
C. Two
D. Three
6. Where was The First Continental Congress held?
A. Philadelphia
, B. New York
C. Washington, D.C.
D. Boston

)
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American Revolution - Who Had the Better Chance of Winning?
The American Revolution had started. The American colonists were fighting
to be free from England. Who had the better chance of winning? Both sides

had things that would help them. There were also many things that would
hurt them in the war.
The colonists who wanted to be free were called Patriots. They would have a

JO I
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tough battle ahead of them. England was very powerful. Some colonists did
not want to fight England. The Patriots would have to fight them, too. The colonists did not have a lot of training.
They did not have many cannons or gunpowder. England had a navy. The colonists did not.
The colonists did have advantages. The Patriots had rifles. They were very good shots. They had a great leader.
George Washington would be in charge of the army. He had fought in the French and Indian War. He knew how to
fight in a war. He would be a great leader.
The Patriots were fighting on their own land. They would be protecting their homes and farms. They would not
want to give up their land to the British. Many Patriots would die trying to protect what they owned.
The English soldiers were very strong. They had a lot of training. Many of them had fought in other wars. England
also had a strong navy. It was the best in the world. The ships could move the soldiers quickly.
African Americans fought on England's side. England promised freedom to slaves who helped them win the war.
Native Americans also helped England. They did not want the colonists to win. England hired people to fight with
them. These soldiers came from Germany.
Many of the colonists wanted England to win. These colonists were called Loyalists or Tories. Many colonists
were Loyalists. They did not want to be free of England. They thought the other colonists should not fight the war.
They were merchants. They were also part of the English government. Many Loyalists lived in the south. Few
lived in the north.
The Loyalists had a tough time during the war. The Patriots would tar and feather people who wanted England to
win. Many Loyalists had to leave their homes. They went back to England or to Canada. Many lost their homes
and their stores.
England had problems in the war, too. England was fighting three thousand miles from home. Soldiers and
supplies took months to get to the colonies. It also took months for messages to get back to England. English
soldiers were not sure how to fight in the forests. They marched in straight lines. That made it easy for the colonists
to hide behind trees and shoot them.

~Ule: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Both sides hJd a ch:!3re ii> v.i:i the '1'3I". lbere "-iere dungs that " ~ hclp than md dungs dl3l '11'0Uld hurt 1heni.
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Ame1ican R ~ - \\bo Had the Barer Chaoce of \\.,..mning?

Questions
I. \\lm was the name for colonists who wanted lo fight for frttdom'?
.-\. Lo~.tfuis
B. Tories
C. Patriots
2. \\no \\<JS figbrin~ the war at home?
A. ~ o one miS fi!!htin~ at home.
B. American colonistsC. England

3. What happened to many Loyalists during the war?
A. Tbe,1were tarred and feathered.
B. Tbe)7 lost their homes and stores..
C. Bodi a and b
4. The colonists had a na,y
A. True
B. False

5. Name three groups of people that helped England fight in the war.

6. Who would lead the American army?

Name: ____________________
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The Final Battle - Yorktown 1781
In 1773, the colonists dumped British tea into Boston Harbor. From that time on, the fight between the British and
colonists grew fiercer. Battles were won and lost on both sides. Many English and Americans lost their lives. Eight
years of fighting were hard on both sides. It was particularly hard on the British. This was a strange land to them.
The commanders of the army were thousands of miles from the battle. The cost of the war was draining the
treasury.
Sir William Howe resigned as commander of the British troops in the colonies. He was tired of the criticism he
was receiving for his leadership. General Henry Clinton replaced him. Clinton believed he would be able to inflict
a final defeat on the colonists by moving his troops south. He thought he would find more colonists loyal to the
British cause in the southern colonies. If he were to take control of the southern colonies, he would be able to crush
the entire rebellion. He appointed Lord Charles Cornwallis to lead his troops in the southern colonies. He remained
in New York with a small force and put the rest of the British soldiers aboard ships sailing to Georgia.
Lord Cornwallis and his troops first took over Savannah, Georgia. He declared all of Georgia to be in British
hands. They then headed to Camden, South Carolina. It was a fierce battle, but the British were victorious.
Believing that the war was finally going in their favor, the British headed for Virginia. They made camp in
Yorktown. Yorktown was on the York River near the very important Chesapeake Bay. They sent word to General
Clinton, who promised to send more troops by ship to meet them there.
While Cornwallis was fighting his way north, General George Washington was making plans with his French
allies. General Rochambeau and Washington discussed the possibility of attacking Yorktown. They decided that
that would not be a wise move at the time. During their discussions they got word from General Lafayette that
made their decision easier. Lafayette told them that another French officer, Admiral de Grasse, was sailing from
the West Indies to Chesapeake Bay with a fleet of twenty-eight ships. A plan to stop the British in their tracks was
soon created.
Admiral de Grasse was told to take his fleet and position them in Chesapeake Bay at the mouth of the York River.
From this point they would be able to keep new British troops from joining Cornwallis. It would also keep
Cornwallis from leaving the area by ship. In the meantime, Washington, Rochambeau, and a combined French and
American force of over 14,000 men marched toward Yorktown. When they reached their destination, they fanned
out and formed a semi-circle around Yorktown. They were joined by 3,000 of de Grasse's men. On October 14,
1781, the British troops awoke to the sight of over 17,000 forces surrounding them. Cornwallis tried everything he
could think of to get out of this situation. He even sent men infected with smallpox from his camp into the lines of
colonial soldiers. He hoped that they would infect the soldiers with the deadly disease and give him a chance. He
tried to escape by taking his soldiers across the York River in boats. A storm put a stop to this attempt.
On October 17, Cornwallis had had enough. He sent a drummer boy and a soldier with a white flag to Washington

Name: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - offering to surrender. On October 19. the otlicinl pnpcrs of surrender were signed. The colonial soldiers and the
French soldiers stood in lines facing ench other ns the defonted British soldiers solemnly walked between the lines.
They deposited their wenpons in n pile ns n coloninl bnnd ployed nn old British tune culled, "The World Turned
Upside Down." To the British, tho world had named upside down. Who would have over believed thnt u group of
rngged. untrained fomters would be able. 11fte1· eight long years of wnr, to defent the most powerful army in the
world?
After much negotiation among the British, Americans, nnd the French, the formal Treaty of Pnris wns signed on
September 3. 1783. The wnr wns officially over. The Americnns had forged n new country with their blood nnd
sweat.

The Finni Battle - Yorktown 1781

Questions
1. Who was the commander of the British forces in Americn in 1781?
A. General Rochambenu
B. General Howe
C. General Clinton
D. General Cornwallis
2. The coloninl anuy took control of New York City.
A. true
B. false

3. Why do you think the British chose to attnck the southern colonies?

4. Who wns un Americnn ally?
A. England
B. Canadn
C. Germany
D. Fronce

5. What conclusion did Cornwallis rench when he found himself surrounded at Yorktown?

Name: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. How did the French navy help the Americans?

7. What officially ended the war?
A. the white flag
B. Cornwallis's surrender
C. Yorktown
D. the Treaty of Paris
8. Cornwallis sent men with chickenpox into the American lines to make them sick.
A. false
B. true
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Declaration of Independence
By Cathy Pearl

Almost everyone has heard of the Declaration of Independence. It is a very
important piece of paper. Many people go to see it every year. Thomas
Jefferson wrote most of it. He was a very quiet man. His friends knew he was a
great writer. They knew his writing was clear. He would be able to tell England
how the colonists felt.
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He finished it in late June of 1776. It was read to the Continental Congress.
They changed it very little. On July 4, 1776, it was accepted. Most people don't
know that only two people signed it on July 4th. Almost everyone else signed
it on August 2nd. The last person didn't sign it until almost five years later.
The first person to sign the Declaration of Independence was John Hancock.
He wrote his name very large. He wanted to be sure the King of England
would be sure to see it.
Copies of the Declaration of Independence were sent to the colonies. Many
patriots were very excited. There were parties to celebrate. In New York, the
patriots tore down a statue of the king. People shot cannons for hours in Boston.
The Declaration of Independence has a beginning and three main parts. The beginning is called a preamble. The
first part talks about natural rights. These are rights that people are born with. Jefferson wrote "that all men are
created equal." At the time the Declaration of Independence was written, this was not true. African Americans
were still being owned as slaves. They hoped that the Declaration oflndependence would help to free them.
The first part also says that people have a government to protect their rights. If the government does not do that,
the people should get rid of the government. This would help people to protect themselves.
The second part tells about the things that Britain had done wrong. Jefferson told the king that people did not like
the soldiers in the colonies. He complained about all the taxes. These included the taxes on tea and sugar. Jefferson
wrote about all these things to show the king that the colonists had the right to fight back. He said that the colonists
had tried to talk to the king about these things and he had not listened.
The last part of the Declaration oflndependence tells Britain that the colonies are now the United States of
America. Britain had no control over them any longer. The United States was a free country. It also said that the
United States could trade and deal with any country that it wanted to.
The king did not like the Declaration of Independence. He did not agree with what it said. He sent ships to the
United States. The war had officially started.
Today the Declaration oflndependence is in Washington, D.C. It is very faded. People did not take good care of it
during the 1800s. Today, guards watch it during the day. It is housed in special cases. These cases protect it from
light and temperature change. At night, it is housed in a special vault. People want to make sure it lasts a long time.
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Declaration of Independence

Questions
1. What is the beginning of the Declaration of Independence called?
A. It does not have a name.
B. Conclusion
C. Preamble
2. Who was the first person to sign the Declaration of Independence?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. George Washington
C. John Hancock
3. How many people signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4th?
A. Six
B. Three
C. Two
4. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. John Hancock
C. George Washington
5. How did colonists feel about the Declaration oflndependence?

6. How did the king feel about the Declaration of Independence?

N a m e : - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - --

Articles of Confederation
The Declaration of Independence mnde n new country. This new
country had to make laws. The colonies did not know how to work
together. Britain used to make nil the decisions. Now the Amol'icnns hnd
to make them. There would have to be a govemment in ench stute. Thero
would also have to be one for the whole country.
It was 1776. The Continental Congress worked on mnking n new
government. This would be in charge of the whole country. Thoy
thought one government was very important. The country would need
one to win the war.
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They couldn't write a constitution that everyone would like. A
constitution tells the laws of a nation. Most people did not think of themselves ns Americnns. They were loyul to
their state. People also were afraid. They had just gotten their freedom from Britain. They didn't wont unothcr
strong government.
In 1777 the constitution was finished. It was called the Articles of Confodemtion. It was the first constitution in
America.
The Articles started many new things. Each state sent one person to u congress. The person had ono vote. The
congress could declare war and make money. The congress worked with other countries. This seemed like u lot of
power. States had more.
Congress could pass a law. But nine of the thirteen states had to agree. The law could not go into llffoct until they
did.
Congress also had little power to raise money. It could not make rules about trnde. It couldn't puss laws to muke
new taxes. Congress could not make any money for itself. lt had to ask the states to give them money. The states
did not have to if they didn't want to.
The government was very weak. There was no president. There was no one to make sure the lnws were followed.
The states had to make sure the laws were followed. There were no courts to help settle arguments betwocn the
states. The new government did not make the states become one strong country.
Finally, in 1783, the country was free. The war was over. Soon people were not sure the country would mukc it.
The Articles of Confederation did not help.
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The states started to argue. Every state made different money. Some states did not take money from the other
states. There was no way to end the arguments.
Congress owed other countries a lot of money. They had borrowed money to help win the war. They could not pay
this money back. The Articles of Confederation said that Congress could not make a tax. There was no way to get
the money.
The government was weak. It could not force other countries to do what America wanted them to do. Britain did
not take all of their troops home after the war. It left some of them in the Ohio Valley. Spain closed one of its ports.
Farmers were not allowed to use it. This was hard on farmers in the west. They needed the port to send their goods
to other places.
It was clear to many people. The Articles of Confederation were not working. The government was weak and
getting weaker. States were in charge. The Congress could not force anyone to do what was needed for the country.
Soon, the Congress would have to go back to work. They would have to write a new constitution so America
would survive.

Articles of Confederation

Questions
1. When were the Articles of Confederation written?
A. 1776
B. 1777
C. 1778
2. What is a constitution?

3. What was one problem the Articles of Confederation had?
A. They could not declare war.
B. They could not make money.
C. They could not start new taxes.
4. How many states had to agree to a new law?
A. Thirteen
B. Nine

C. Ten
5. The states had to give Congress money.
A. True

B. False

