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Dear Student,
At Arthur L. Johnson, we believe that every student has unique talents and abilities. The greatest value of a
community school is that your educational experience can be tailor made to fit personal strengths and
interests. There is room to excel in some areas, and to focus your studies on honors level courses, electives, and
Advanced Placement options that are appropriate to your talents and interests. At a community school, the
individual experience is unique to the student. There is always room for individual growth and the options
available to you are ever increasing. Abraham Lincoln once said, “Whatever you are, be a good one.” Our
goal is to help you to do just that!
To that end, we have worked diligently to make this document a tool that will assist you in planning for your
future by providing insight into the course offerings available to you in each of your years at ALJ. Again this
year, we have committed ourselves to creating a document that helps to tell the story of who we are, and
where we can help take you. We’ve added additional information to the “About ALJ” section to help
paint an even clearer picture of why we’ve been ranked in the Top 100 High Schools by New Jersey
Monthly Magazine.
Because we believe that student participation in extracurricular activities is an important component of a
well -rounded education, it is my sincere hope that this Program of Studies provides you with insight as to
the near limitless opportunities available to you in your high school years. In particular, students and
parents are encouraged to review the Clubs and Activities section.
The selection of courses is a major decision, one that requires careful thought. This document has been
prepared, and is revised annually to assist you. In making your course selections, consider your goals,
interests, aptitudes, and future plans. Analyze your achievement in the subjects you have taken to date.
Remember that wise choices will facilitate your success and personal happiness in the coming year.
You are encouraged to recognize that several sources of assistance are available to you beyond this
document. Your teachers can provide you with information regarding the subject matter in their
particular fields, and will make recommendations based on your individual strengths. Your counselor
will help you relate your course selections to your future goals and interests. She will help you assess your
probability of success in different courses. Your parents will play an important role in the process. They
should give final direction and approval to your program.
If you have questions about the information in this booklet or the registration process, make an
appointment to see your counselor. The school counselor is a valuable asset and available to assist you
with course selections and any concerns throughout your high school career. Please feel free to contact
me, in addition to your counselor, as I am available for any assistance you may need.
I look forward to working with you and your family and I wish you all the very best as you F ind Your
FOCUS AT ALJ.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Bonnie M. Mingin, M.Ed
Supervisor of Pupil Personnel Services/Guidance
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About Arthur L. Johnson
Our Faculty
The Arthur L. Johnson faculty is comprised of a wide variety of certified personnel with diverse backgrounds and
educational experiences. With nearly sixty percent of the faculty possessing an advanced degree, the staff of Arthur L.
Johnson is inclusive of a school psychologist, social worker, student assistance counselor, learning disabilities teacher
consultant, and a school nurse. ALJ administrators and faculty members have been recognized regionally and state
wide for their continued commitment to academic and instructional excellence. They serve as advisors to area
committees and have presented at educational forums throughout the state. Several faculty members serve as
professors at area colleges.
The high school guidance staff includes a Supervisor of Pupil Personnel Services/Guidance and four full time guidance
counselors. Vertical counseling assignments afford counselors the opportunity to provide guidance to the same
students in all four years of their high school career promoting greater continuity and familiarity, in addition to
enhancing counselor to student interaction. The counselor to student ratio is 1/200 allowing counselors to give each
of their students attention and to be readily available for them.

Students
Arthur L. Johnson students contribute a vast array of personal qualities to the school community through the
athletic and co-curricular programs. The students of Arthur L. Johnson produce a yearbook, literary
magazine and newspaper. Our school building is brought to life by the students’ artwork, music, puppetry,
and creative writing. Both a play and a musical are performed each year. As a testament to the success of our
program, Montclair State University recognized our students for their outstanding achievement in set design
while many of our students have been afforded the opportunity to display work at the State Teen Arts
Festival. Concert Band, Marching Band, Jazz Band, Pit Orchestra, Concert Choir and Chorale are all offered
through the Arthur L. Johnson Music Program. Marching Band is composed of musicians, as well as color
guard. During the 2015 season, the Crusader Marching Band placed 3rd in the Tournament of Bands Chapter 10
Regional Championship, 4th in the TOB NJ State Championship, and 8th in Atlantic Coast Championships. The newly
formed ALJ Indoor Percussion competed in a TIA competition in Metuchen and placed 2nd. In April of 2016, our
Concert Band won 2nd place, the Choir won 1st place, and the Marching Band won 1st place in the Festival of Music,
Washington, DC competition. In May of 2016, the ALJ Choir received a rating of “Outstanding” at the NJ ACDA Choir
Festival.
Nearly one quarter of the senior class participates in a Peer Leadership program designed to support
incoming freshmen, while many serve as Peer Mediators, helping to resolve student conflicts. Cross age
teaching opportunities have grown in recent years, with the addition of regularly scheduled programs at the
middle school. The students of Arthur L. Johnson compete in the Science League, the Merck Science Day, and in
Speech & Debate Tournaments. An active Student Council, as well as a student representative to the Board of
Education, Juvenile Justice Commission, Union County Human Relations Commission, and the Clark Board of
Education’s Anti Bullying Committee represents students. Students’ academic achievements are recognized
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through induction into the National Honor Society, French Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society and Italian
Honor Society. As a demonstration of our sense of service and community, our Key Club is one of the largest
and most active in the state.
Our students participate in 21 athletic programs with 36 total teams. In the 2015-2016 school year, the ALJ Varsity
Football team qualified for the NJSIAA Semifinals, while both boys and girls Varsity Soccer Teams won their division
championships. In winter sports, the boys Varsity Basketball team won their division for the first time in school
history. In the spring, the Varsity Baseball team won their division championship, while the Varsity Softball team also
won their division championship, as well as, the Union County Championship, the Sectional State championship, and
also qualified for the Group 2 State final.
Student athletes are also chosen to Crusader Athletic Leadership Council, an organization that emphasizes community
service and pride.

Curriculum
The curriculum has both the breadth and depth to serve the educational needs of the student body. It includes
over 200 courses at a variety of academic levels. Supplemental courses are offered in all academic disciplines,
as are a broad spectrum of electives. Courses are representative of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards
and are framed around essential questions and enduring understandings. Beginning in the 2010- 2011 school
year, the PSAT was administered to all students in grades 9-11. Results have been used to drive instruction and
as a criteria in determining appropriate student placement levels.
ALJ is excited to see the very first year of an AB Block Schedule. Students will have more opportunities for AP
selections and electives, as well as 80-minute class periods on alternate days to allow for more in-depth instruction
and activities. The guidance department will also be available every day during students’ lunch/activity period. This
will allow students an additional 50 minutes of time to work with their counselor on academics, college planning, and
any other specific needs.
We are pleased to continue our partnership with our local community college, through which dual enrollment
courses are offered to students in their senior year during the course of the regular school day. These
courses are taught by professors from the cooperating community college and follow the full course syllabus.
While enrollment in such courses is reflected on the transcript, credit is not given at the high school level and
successful completion is not used to satisfy graduation requirements.
In recent years, the expansion of our AP Program has become a testament to the academic ability and
ambition of our students. Recognized by the College Board for the growth and success of our AP program,
we are proud to offer 22 Advanced Placement Courses. Enrollment in these classes has continued to
strengthen with each graduating class, resulting in more than 70.7 % of the graduating class having earned a
score of three or above on at least one advanced placement exam during their tenure at ALJ. While all courses
do not run each year, students are offered a wide variety of AP Courses each year across each discipline.
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Arthur L. Johnson Mission
Arthur L. Johnson High School’s Mission is to ensure that all students demonstrate college and career readiness
through a shared commitment to community partnerships, intellectual growth, and character development.

Arthur L. Johnson Belief Statements
At Arthur L. Johnson High School we believe:
1.
2.

Everyone has a right to feel physically and emotionally safe at school.
Goals and expectations for student performance should be clearly stated and set at high levels of
proficiency.
3. Education is a shared responsibility of students, parents, administrators, teachers, support staff and the
community with family having primary influence on individual well-being.
4. Communication between schools, community, and family is the key to fostering student progress and
creating shared learning experiences.
5. Respect, integrity, and trust are essential to positive interaction. We believe students should be treated
with respect and we expect them to act responsibly towards other students, teachers, support staff, and
property.
6. Because the teacher is the most compelling influence in a formal learning environment, a dedicated staff
is an integral and essential component of a school system.
7. Every student has unique talents and abilities and can be a productive member of the school and
community.
8. Student participation in extracurricular activities is an important component of a well-rounded
education and enhances the learning process.
9. Students should be exposed to a variety of experiences and opportunities so they make informed
decisions when planning their future.
10. Curriculum and instruction are designed to help prepare students for life in the global work force and
higher education.
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Clark Board of Education
Jill Curran, President
Steven Donkersloot, Vice President
Lorraine j. Aklonis
Scott Bohm
Carmen Brocato
Laura Caliguire
Thomas Lewis
Robert Smorol
Henry Varriano
Christine Guerriero, Garwood Representative

Administration
Edward Grande, Superintendent of Schools
egrande@clarkschools.org

Richard Delmonaco, Principal
rdelmonaco@clarkschools.org

Daniel Hemberger, Assistant Principal
dhemberger@clarkschools.org

Bonnie M. Mingin, Supervisor of Pupil Personnel Services/ Guidance
bmingin@clarkschools.org

Doreen Babis, Supervisor of Special Services
dbabis@clarkschools.org

Gus Kalikas, Director of Health, Physical Education, and Athletics
gkalikas@clarkschools.org

Yuri Diaz, Supervisor of Humanities (English, Social Studies, World Languages, and
K-12 ESL)
ydiaz@clarkschools.org

Anthony Emmons, Supervisor of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Math) and Anti-Bullying Coordinator
aemmons@clarkschools.org
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Arthur L. Johnson Counseling Department
Office Phone Number: 732-382-0910

Molly Cusick
mcusick@clarkschools.org

School Counselor

Ext. 3253

Erica Stasio
estasio@clarkschools.org

School Counselor

Ext. 3250

Jennifer Sanchez
jsanchez@clarkschools.org

School Counselor

Ext. 3255

Ellen Zamboni
ezamboni@clarkschools.org

School Counselor

Ext 3252

Steven Kaelblein
skaelblein@clarkschools.org

Student Assistance Counselor

Ext. 3251

The primary role of a high school counselor is to guide students on their road to independence. In the pages ahead, you
will learn more about the many ways in which your counselor can help you to make the most out of your high school
years in order to promote future success, in college and beyond. It is our sincere hope that you will come to establish a
strong relationship with your counselor, and that your time together will be helpful and effective.
The Guidance Staff of Arthur L. Johnson High School consists of four full time counselors. Counselors are assigned to
students alphabetically, and work with their students throughout their high school years. As an eighth grader, you first
met your counselor during high school registration. It is important that you know that your counselor is always available
to you. If you would like to make an appointment to see your counselor, you can do so by completing an Appointment
Request, and leaving it in your counselor’s mail slot in the Guidance Office. Your counselor will return it to you through
your 1st period teacher as soon as possible. The returned request will tell you when to come to the Guidance Office, and you
can use it as a pass with your teacher’s permission.
Your school counselor is specially trained to help you find solutions to problems, and meet the challenges of growing up. In
working with your school counselor, you will develop a better understanding of who you are, and how you can relate to
others. In your time at ALJ, your school counselor will help you to discover what you want out of life. Depending on
your needs, your counselor can help you to assess your strengths and limitations, and to deal with stresses and peer
pressures. In your time together you will explore career options and choose courses that are appropriate for future
goals.
Students and parents often ask how they can best work with their school counselor. Students are encouraged to meet with
their counselor early in their freshman year, and to develop a relationship that will be of assistance to them in each of
their years at ALJ. Students should make certain to meet with their counselor at least twice in their freshman and
sophomore year, and to increase the frequency of those meetings as they begin the college process. Counselors are most
effective in assisting students when they have an accurate understanding of who they are. Discussions with school
counselors should be open and honest. Such candor will allow a valuable relationship to develop, and will become the
basis for future guidance.
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High School Graduation Requirements
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS: All courses satisfactorily completed count toward graduation requirements. All
students at Arthur L. Johnson High School are required to complete a core curriculum of academic courses that
develop the skills and knowledge essential to all citizens. Graduation requirements include one hundred twentyfive (125) credits for the class of 2018, one hundred thirty (130) credits for the class of 2019, one hundred
thirty-five (135) credits for the class of 2020 and one hundred forty (140) credits for the class of 2021 and
subsequent classes. The following specific courses must be completed satisfactorily:

Subject

# Credits

Specific Courses Within Those Credits

PE/Health
English

20
20

N/A
English 1, English 2, English 3, English 4 (AP electives can substitute for
English 3 & English 4)
Modern World History, US History 1, US History 2
Biology; Chemistry, Enviro Science, or Physics; and additional lab science
Algebra 1, Geometry (unless previously taken at middle school)
N/A- student given array to choose from
N/A- student given array to choose from in graduation checklist

Social Studies
15
Science
15*
Mathematics
15*
Foreign Language
5**
21st Century Life &
5
Careers
Visual & Performing
5
N/A- student given array to choose from in graduation checklist
Arts
Financial Literacy
2.5
N/A- student given array to choose from in graduation checklist
*Most 4-year colleges and universities require four years/20 credits
**Most 4-year colleges and universities require at least 2 years/10 credits

High School Graduation Tests
New Jersey has had statewide assessments since the 1970s. Over the years, the testing program has evolved—starting
with measuring basic skills, and since 1996, assessing the state's Core Curriculum Content Standards. In 2015, the
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) replaced No Child Left Behind (NCLB). New Jersey has had high quality standards
and statewide assessments for decades and, resultantly, minimal change is expected in these areas.
In 2010, New Jersey adopted the Common Core Standards, which changed the expectations in language arts and
mathematics to emphasize higher-order thinking skills and not just have students memorize information. After a fiveyear review of the standards formally known as Common Core, the New Jersey State Board of Education approved a
revision to language arts literacy and math standards and a renaming of all content standards under the umbrella of
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. The new name brings all of the content standards under one roof and
does away with the idea that “only common core matters.” Now all content standards matter. Under this name change
only the Language Arts Literacy and Math Standards were revised (as part of the Governor’s plan to move away from
Common Core). The revisions will go into effect for the 2017/2018 school year. All of the other standards remain the
same… just with a new name.
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In the 2014-15 school year, New Jersey transitioned from its former NJASK and HSPA assessments to the Partnership
for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) assessments in mathematics and English language arts.
The PARCC assessments more accurately measure the skills developed under the core academic standards and
provide parents and educators with meaningful detailed information that can improve learning.
Starting in November 2015, districts began to access their 2015 PARCC data online and received their student reports
that they will then distribute to parents. There are many resources on this assessment site to assist with interpreting
the score reports and give parents a common language to use in discussions with teachers about their child's
progress.
Information about the other New Jersey assessments that are administered each year can be found at:
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/assessments/. O nce on the state site, click on the following tabs:
state assessments, next Graduation Requirements, lastly summary of high school graduation requirements. Following
issuance and analysis of the score reports, the 2017 administration of PARCC and the other state tests will begin in
March.

Attendance
Students must meet attendance requirements for each course, as failure to do so will result in a loss of credit.
These requirements vary according to the length of the course (i.e., full year, semester, marking period).
Please see the Student Handbook for specific details pertaining to the attendance policy. Questions
pertaining to student attendance are best addressed through the Attendance Office at ext. 3143 or by
speaking directly with the Assistant Principal.

Credits
Credits are awarded for satisfactory completion of a course. The number of minutes that the course meets and the
length of time determine course credit. Semester courses are 2.5 credits, full-year courses are 5 credits, AP Science
courses are 6 credits.
A final grade of “F” or NC in a regular course, FO for failure of 2nd marking period of a semester course or failure
of 4th marking period in a full year course; or a grade of “F” in a Pass/Fail course indicates failure, meaning that
no credit is received and the student may not move on to the next sequential step in that subject area. Credit
may be received by successfully repeating the failed course in an approved summer school or during the regular
school year.
The guidance counselor, the appropriate supervisor, and the Principal do not permit students who fail a course
in a required subject to re-register for the course they failed and register for the next course in the academic
sequence simultaneously unless approval is given.
Only courses offered at ALJ can be listed on the transcript and be a part of a student’s GPA; this includes credit
recovery and original credit during the summer. Students taking courses independent of ALJ will not be noted on
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the high school transcript or be calculated into the GPA.

Scheduling Information
Academic Advancement
To successfully advance to the next grade level at the start of the academic school year, students must meet
the following requirements:
To be considered a sophomore-successfully completed 20 credits
To be considered a junior – successfully completed 55 credits
To be considered a senior – successfully completed 90 credits
If the student does not meet these criteria, he or she will be retained at the current grade level.

Please note: There are different requirements to be eligible to participate in interscholastic sports. Students
must have passed 30 credits in the preceding academic year to be eligible for interscholastic athletics.

Course Level Recommendation Procedures
The following are the guidelines for course placement in all core courses offered in each of the content areas:
Course levels are one way to provide differentiated learning experiences for students. Levels of courses will vary
in the learning tasks, instructional methods, and pace.
In determining student placement for the various levels, comprehensive placement rubrics inclusive of each of
the following elements will be utilized:
Current academic achievement in the given subject, particularly by the semester average for the respective
course and Marking Period Assessments on the particular subject.
General scholastic ability as measured by standardized assessment scores. For rising freshmen, Act Aspire will
be used this year. For all other grade levels, PSAT results will be the assessment employed.
Work and study habits, as well as motivation, effort, diligence, perseverance, and maturity as indicated by the
teacher recommendation.
If a review of the placement is requested, each case will be considered individually by the appropriate content
area supervisor in cooperation with the Supervisor of Pupil Personnel Services/Guidance and through consult
with the parent and student. All requests for review must be received by June 30, 2017.
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Prerequisites
Prerequisites are courses or criteria that must be completed satisfactorily before certain other courses are taken and
vary from course to course. Please refer to the detailed description in the program of studies of each course offered
for the prerequisites.

Subjects Taken Prior to Grade 9
Subjects taken prior to Grade 9 may not be counted toward graduation credit at Arthur L. Johnson High School.
However, students who have satisfactorily completed the first year of a world language in Grades 7 and 8, Algebra 1 in
grade 8 or Geometry in Grade8, may be placed into the next level in the sequence as part of the 9th Grade program.

Subject Advancement Through Examination
A student who, by previous study or experience, believes he/she has successfully mastered the content, concepts
and skills of a particular course, may request an examination in that course through the appropriate
supervisor. A native speaker of Spanish, French, or Italian, who has extensive knowledge in his/her language,
may be required to take a placement test to determine the course level that would be appropriate for their
ability. Successful completion of the exam will satisfy the prerequisite for the next higher-level course.
However, no graduation credit may be earned by examination.

Audited Classes
Audited classes are taken for no credit. However, the student must participate in the class and meet
requirements established by the teacher. A student may repeat the course as an auditor to improve his/her
skills.

Insufficient Enrollment
Any course for which there is insufficient enrollment will be canceled. When classes are canceled due to
insufficient enrollment, alternate courses will be substituted automatically for elective courses.
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Combined Classes
If enrollment is insufficient to operate one or both courses as separate sections, it is possible that two courses
may be combined. Combined classes sometimes occur in upper-level language classes (e.g. French 4 and French
4 Honors). Such combined classes are scheduled in an effort to allow students to complete a sequence of
courses at an acceptable cost, but only when the combination is educationally sound.

Pass/Fail Option
The high school grading procedures permit a student to elect a Pass/Fail option within the following guidelines:

•

The purpose of the Pass/Fail option is to encourage students to explore aspects of the curriculum
in which they might be interested, but which they usually would not select to study.

•

A student with eight subjects or more in a semester may select one of the courses that semester on
a Pass/Fail basis. A student with six subjects or more scheduled for both semesters may elect one
of these courses each semester or one full year course on a Pass/Fail basis. There are exceptions:
no students may elect Pass/Fail for the four years of English, one year of Modern World History,
two years of United States History, three years of Mathematics, three years of Science, one year of
World Languages required for graduation. Nor is it possible to elect Physical Education and Health
as Pass/Fail courses.

•

All Pass/Fail options must be so indicated in writing to the guidance counselor no later than the
end of the fourth week of the first marking period of the course. The written request must include
a parent’s signature. Prior to electing a course for Pass/Fail, a student must discuss with his/her
guidance counselor the impact of this option on his/her educational objectives.

•

If a student elects Pass/Fail in a full year subject, three of the four marking periods must be passed;
one of these three must be the last marking period. If a student elects Pass/Fail in a one-semester
course, both marking periods must be passed. (Note: A Pass/Fail grade is not included in computing
a student’s weighted GPA. A fail grade “F” will be included when a student’s record is reviewed for the
Honor Roll and the eligibility list for possible induction into the National Honor Society.)
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Course Conflicts
While the high school will do everything possible to see that a student is scheduled for all the classes he or
she desires, the complexities of academic scheduling do not always permit such flexibility, especially when
students attempt to register for a number of courses with limited enrollments or those that meet only once
during the school day. If there are scheduling conflicts in the major disciplines during the registration process,
students and parents will be alerted. Students should be especially careful when selecting possible electives.
When scheduling conflicts arise in the selection of electives, alternates will be substituted automatically, if
available. If not, an elective available during the required period will be chosen.

Student Course Load and Administrative Guidelines for Schedule Changes
Except for vocational and special education students, all full time students will pursue a minimum course load
of eight classes, including a minimum of four academic courses, each semester.
Students will be encouraged to complete full year courses. Students who drop a course, full-year or semester, are to
select another available course during the same period as the dropped course.
Schedule changes requested by students or parents are to be made in writing prior to August 15th. No change
request for the semester will be considered after August 15th. The only exceptions for course change are for the
following reasons: previous failure with a teacher, imbalance in semester assignment (i.e., two Computer
Science courses in one semester), scheduling errors. All requests of this type must be done within the first five
(5) school days.
Minimum and maximum class sizes will be one of the determining factors in consideration of schedule
change requests and registration adjustments.

Placement/Level Change
Students requesting a level change for a course must consult with his or her guidance counselor. Students are placed
into levels based upon their ability and performance, standardized test scores, and teacher recommendation. If a
student wishes to change his or her level, he or she must have the approval of the Supervisor of Pupil Personnel
Services/Guidance and the Content Area Supervisor.
•
•

No level changes will be considered after October 30th each year
A request for a level change will not be approved if a student has:
§ Missing/Incomplete assignments in the course
§ Failed to meet with the instructor for extra help
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Grading of a Dropped Course
If the subject is dropped within the first five days of school, it is completely forgotten. No grade is recorded
anywhere for this brief period of instruction.
If the subject is dropped after the sixth day of school through the end of the first marking period, the subject is
recorded on the report card and transcript with the notation Withdrawn (W). This grade is not included in
weighted GPA.
If a full-year course is dropped after the first marking period, a grade of Withdrawn Passing (WP) or Withdrawn
Failing (WF) is recorded, and no credit is given. Both grades have a value of zero and will be included in the
weighted GPA.
A student dropped from a subject at any time during the course for poor attendance, cutting class, or
disciplinary reasons will have a No Credit recorded (NC). The No Credit has a value of zero and is included in
the weighted GPA. NOTE: Ordinarily, a student who drops a full year course at the end of one semester WILL
NOT receive graduation credit for that semester’s work in the course.

Early Completion of High School
Students who wish to consider graduating at the end of their junior year or at the end of the first semester of
their senior year should discuss their plans in a conference with their parents and their counselor.
If there is continued interest after the conference in completing high school prior to the typical four-year
sequence, a form may then be obtained in the Guidance Office. This form is to be signed by the parents
and the Principal expressing their agreement to early graduation.
Note that the four-year English requirement must be met by taking two English courses in one year (e.g., English 2
and English 3) or by earning original credit through an approved summer school program.
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Union County Vocational-Technical Schools
Eleventh and twelfth grade students have the option of attending Union County Vo-Tech on a part-time basis. Union
County Vo-Tech offers a variety of shared-time programs for students interested in a vocational-technical curriculum.
Please visit the website below to access detailed information on each of the current shared-timed offerings.
Students’ considering future enrollment in the vocational technical programs must work closely with
their guidance counselor and/or case manager to ensure that time is allotted to meet all necessary
graduation requirements within ALJ’ s four-year program. For more information on Open House dates and how
to register, please visit the website at http: //www.ucvts.tec.nj.us

Allied Health
Automotive Technology
Child Development
Commercial Art
Cosmetology
Criminal Justice
Culinary Art & Hospitality
Digital Multi Media Design
Electrical Technology

Green Construction Technology
Interactive Media and Game Design
Welding Technology*
Medical Assisting**
Business Administration**
Transportation Cluster**
Restaurant & Food Service Cluster**
Construction Cluster**
Computer & Visual Communication Cluster**

*This is a proposed new course for 2017-2018 school year. The availability of the course is not guaranteed.
Please keep this in mind when making course selections.
**Indicates a Special Needs Program
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Union County College Program
Arthur L. Johnson High School is pleased to offer, through a continued partnership with Union County College,
the availability of college credits during the regular school day. This program allows top achieving students,
who have shown a continued commitment to academics, to complete Union County College courses during
their senior year. While courses are offered during the school day, and within our building, the instruction,
curriculum, assessment and grading procedures are determined by Union County College. Your school
counselor can provide more information about this program to you.
To enroll, students must:
•

Obtain permission from your guidance counselor or school administrator and parent/guardian

•

Submit admissions application and the Bridge Program application

•

Have a score of 550* or above on the Reading and Mathematics section of the PSAT

•

Students with a 500* on either the Reading or Mathematics section of the PSAT may enroll in the
class after taking a placement test or scoring at least 530 Critical Reading and 540 Math on your
SATs

•

Register for classes

*Subject to change by Union County College
Students enrolled in this program pay a reduced college rate directly to the college. These grades are not
reported on the Arthur L. Johnson transcript.

Advanced Placement Courses
AP courses are the most challenging courses offered to high school students for which students can earn
credits toward high school graduation. Through the College Board’s AP courses and exams, students have the
opportunity to earn college credit and advanced placement, and strengthen their academic resume. Students
enrolled in AP courses will engage in higher- l e v e l discussions, solve problems collaboratively, and learn to
effectively communicate their thoughts in writing. AP courses also serve to help students acquire the skills
and habits needed to be successful in college, including critical time management skills. Most four-year
colleges in the United States give students credit, advanced placement, or both, on the basis of AP Exam scores.
Additional information about the College Board’s Advanced Placement Program can be accessed at:
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap
Students enrolled in an Advanced Placement Course are required to take the examination in May as the Clark Board of
Education pays the full registration cost.
**New** AP Capstone: AP Seminar and AP Research. Please see pg. 107 for details.
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Virtual School
APEX LEARNING
Apex learning is an on-line program and includes, but not limited to, courses in Mandarin Chinese 1, Latin 1, and
German 1. A teacher will monitor students’ progress. The Principal and Supervisor of Guidance must give prior
approval for the course.

Course Offering
Arthur L. Johnson High School offers a comprehensive curriculum designed to meet the needs of its students.
In addition to the courses required for graduation, a wide range of elective classes is available to allow
students to explore their interests and prepare for a career or post-secondary education.
The following chart provides an overview of the courses offered at Arthur L. Johnson High School for the
coming school year as they pertain to each of the graduation requirements. Students earn 5.0 credits for full
year courses, and 2.5 credits for one-semester courses. The course descriptions that follow provide more
detailed information about specific classes.

Please note: A graduation checklist has been provided in order to assist you and your child.
• Language Arts: 20 credits aligned to grade 9 through 12 standards. Requirement fulfilled with four
years of English, typically English 1-4, Language Arts Literacy, AP English Language and Composition
and AP English Literature and Composition may be used in place of English 3 and 4.
• Mathematics: 15 credits including Algebra I and Geometry or the content equivalent and a third
year of math that builds on the concepts and skills of Algebra and Geometry and prepares
students for college and 21st century careers. Algebra 2 would be the next sequenced math class
that fulfills the mathematics graduation requirement.
• Science: 15 credits to include: Lab Biology, plus two additional lab based science courses. Students must
earn a total of 15 credits in laboratory sciences. Environmental Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
Anatomy, Physiology and Premedical Studies, Forensics, Marine Biology, and Geophysical Science are all
laboratory sciences.
• Social Studies: 15 credits including satisfaction of N.J.S.A. 18A:35- 1 and 2. Five credits in Modern World
History and the integration of Civics, Economics, Geography and Global Content in all course
offerings. Fulfilled with the successful completion of Modern World History or Modern World History
Honors, United States 1 and 2, and AP US History.
• Financial Literacy: 2.5 credits needed. Courses fulfilling this requirement are listed below in the
graduation checklist
• Health, Safety and Physical Education: 5 credits in Health, Safety, and Physical Education during
each year of enrollment, distributed as 150 minutes per week, as required by N.J.S.A. 18A:35- 5,
7 and 8. In cases where a medical is provided, a graded independent study will replace the
marking period grade.
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•
•
•
•

Visual Performing Arts: 5 credits. This can be fulfilled through successful completion of any of the
two semester courses or one full year course. Courses are listed below in the graduation checklist
World Language: 5 credits. Fulfilled through the successful completion of any one of the following:
Spanish Language & Culture, Spanish 1-4, Italian 1-4, French 1-4. American Sign Language 1 & 2.
Advanced Placement World Languages are also available.
Technological Literacy:
Consistent with the Core Curriculum Content Standards, integrated
throughout the curriculum.
21st Century Life and Careers, or Career Technical Education: 5 credits. This can be fulfilled through
successful completion of any of the two semester courses or one full year course. Courses are listed
below in the graduation checklist

19

Find your F.O.C.U.S.
Future. Opportunity. Character. Unity. Success.

Arthur L. Johnson High School
A School of Choice

Graduation Check List
Credits will change depending on year of graduation
STUDENT _________________________________________
ENGLISH:
20 Credits:
9th Grade Course: ___________________________

10th Grade Course: __________________________

11th Grade Course: __________________________

12th Grade Course: __________________________

SOCIAL STUDIES:
World History
5 Credits:
Modern World History Course: _________________________

U.S. History:
10 Credits:
U.S. History 1 Course: _________________________

U.S. History 2 Course: _________________________

MATH:
15 Credits
Algebra 1 Course (indicate grade): ____________________________________
If Algebra 1 taken in middle school indicate alternative Math Course: __________________________
Geometry Course (indicate grade): _____________________________________
If Geometry taken in middle school indicate alternative Math Course: _________________________
Math Course #3 (indicate course and grade): _______________________________________________________________

SCIENCE:
15 Credits
Biology (indicate grade taken): ______________________________
Please note: Biology does not have to be the first course in the science sequence
Science Course #2 (indicate course and grade): ______________________________________________
Science Course #3 (indicate course and grade): _______________________________________________

WORLD LANGUAGE:
5 Credits
Indicate Course and Grade: ____________________________________________________________

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION:
20 Credits

9th Grade Health & Physical Education:

10th Grade Health & Physical Education:

11th Grade Health & Physical Education:

12th Grade Health & Physical Education:
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VISUAL/ PERFORMING ARTS:
5 Credits
Taken from list below
Semester 1 Course: _____________________________ and Semester 2 Course: __________________________
OR
Full Year Course: ________________________________
__Ad Agency (10-12)
__Advanced Crafts & Mixed Media
__AP Art History (11-12)
__AP Studio Art (12)
__Art Appreciation
__Art of Fashion
__Ceramics (10-12)
__Chorale

__Concert Band
__Concert Choir
__Crafts & Mixed Media
__Digital Photo 1
__Digital Photo 2 (10-12)
__Drawing & Painting
__Graphic Design 1
__Graphic Design 2 (10-12)

__Intro to Studio Art
__Open Studio (10, 11, 12)
__Performance Theatre 1
__Performance Theatre 2
__Printmaking
__Puppetry
__Stagecraft

21st CENTURY LIFE & CAREER/TECHNICAL EDUCATION:
5 Credits
Taken from list below
Semester 1 Course: _____________________________ and Semester 2 Course: __________________________
OR
Full Year Course: ________________________________
__Ad Agency
__Advanced Journalism (10-12)
__Advanced TV
__Advanced Yearbook (10-12)
__American Civics (10-12)
__American Issues
__Anatomy & Physiology
__AP Computer Science (11-12)
__AP Environmental Science
__AP Human Geography (10-12)
__AP Macroeconomics (11-12)
__AP Microeconomics (11-12)
__AP Psychology
__AP Seminar (Capstone)
__AP Statistics
__AP US Government & Politics (11-12)

__Business Management (11-12)
__Computer Science 1
__Computer Science 2
__Criminal Justice
__Cultural Anthropology
__Digital Photo 1
__Digital Photo 2 (10-12)
__Engineering: Design Thinking
__Forensic Explorations
__Graphic Design 1
__Graphic Design 2 (10-12)
__Influence of Fashion on the Economy
__Internship/SLE
__Introduction to Accounting (10-12)
__Introduction to Economics (10-12)
__Introduction to Games & Programming
__Introduction to Java (10-12)

__ Introduction to Journalism
__Introduction to Marketing (10-12)
__Introduction to Robotics
__Introduction to TV
__Introduction to Yearbook
__Keyboarding/Computer Application for Business & Office
__ Managing Money with Math A
__Managing Money with Math B
__Marine Biology
__Premedical Studies
__Shorthand & Personal Notetaking
__ Sociology
__Sports & Entertainment Marketing
__Topics in Math: Stock Market
__ ALL VoTech Courses

FINANCIAL LITERACY:
2.5 Credits
Taken from list below
Course (may be a single semester or full year course): ________________________________________
__AP Macroeconomics (11-12)
__AP Microeconomics (11-12)
__Business Management (11-12)
__Influence Fashion on the Economy

__Introduction to Accounting (10-12)
__Introduction to Economics (10-12)
__Introduction to Marketing (11-12)
__Living Life with Math (10-12)

__Managing Money with Math A
__Managing Money with Math B
__ Sports & Entertainment Marketing
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Guidelines for the College Bound Student
All students are encouraged to create an academic profile that will afford them the greatest number of options
after high school. With the reality that higher education is an important aspect of future financial success, all
students are encouraged to create a solid academic portfolio so that they can best prepare for the educational
opportunities that lie ahead.
As the College Board reports, while your course schedule may seem like a random selection of classes to you,
college admissions officers see it as the blueprint of your high school education. They are looking for a solid
foundation of learning that you can build on in college. Take at least five solid academic classes every semester.
For more college planning tools and guidance, visit https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org

Language Arts
As a student of ALJ, you will take English every year. In this category, students are encouraged to seek the
most challenging placements available to them. Honors level courses are available each of the four years
with further academic challenge afforded to juniors and seniors through Advanced Placement courses.

Mathematics
Because Algebra and Geometry are a component of college level courses and have valuable everyday uses,
ALJ students will successfully complete both Algebra and Geometry. Typically, the sequence of study is:
Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2. However, high achieving students may place into Geometry or Algebra 2
in their freshman year. In rare cases, students may also take more than one mathematics course in a given year
or may complete a course for original credit in the summer months. Doing so creates the opportunity to
enroll in Advanced Placement science and mathematics courses. In this category, students are encouraged to
seek the most challenging placements available to them. Honors level courses are available each of the four
years with further academic challenge afforded to juniors and seniors through Advanced Placement courses.
While only three years are required, it has long been the position of curriculum leaders and school counselors
that students should enroll in a mathematics course in their senior year so that success on college
placement exams is more likely.

22

Find your F.O.C.U.S.
Future. Opportunity. Character. Unity. Success.

Arthur L. Johnson High School
A School of Choice

Science
ALJ students will successfully complete a minimum of three laboratory sciences for a total of fifteen credits. Here,
the sequence of classes can be individualized based on the educational background or goals of the individual
student. Typically, freshmen place into Environmental Science and follow a sequence that allows them to work
toward Physics in their senior year. Students placing into the honors level in their freshman year will begin the
science sequence with Biology Honors, working toward Advanced Placement options as early as
sophomore year. Within the science department, numerous opportunities have been provided to students
through elective course offerings. Students are encouraged to enroll in a core science class in each of their high
school years.

Social Studies
The typical social studies sequence begins with enrollment in the freshman year in the Modern World History
course and continues with enrollment in two years of United States History. In this category, students are
encouraged to seek the most challenging placements available to them. Honors level courses are available
each of the four years with further academic challenge afforded to juniors and seniors through Advanced
Placement courses. With numerous electives and Advanced Placement courses offered, college bound
students are encouraged to enroll in social studies courses in each of their four years and may choose to enroll
in more than one option from this content area in each of their four years.

World Language
All ALJ students will complete the minimum state requirement of one year of a World Language. However, as you
are aware, success in life is never reached by completing the minimum requirement. To that end, students
are highly encouraged to continue with their chosen World Language path well into their high school years.
In this category, students are encouraged to seek the most challenging placements available to them.
Honors level courses are available each of the level two, three, and four classes with further academic
challenge afforded through Advanced Placement courses.
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Test Preparation
Test preparation is not just for junior year……
Students are highly encouraged to prepare for the SAT and ACT in each of their first three years of high school. The
greatest success on such assessments is when preparation is ongoing. The Method Test Prep program is purchased
for all students to use at no expense to students or parents.
Students can access this program at
http://www.methodtestprep.com
Students may also wish to enroll in the College Board’s question of the day program. Doing so increases the level of
familiarity a student will have with the style of questioning on that assessment.
To do so, visit:
https://sat.collegeboard.org/practice/sat-question-of-the-day
An ACT Question of the Day is available each day at http://www.act.org/qotd
STAFFS Prep Online SAT course: This course is offered to juniors during the school year. The online prep class is a sixweek Pass/Fail program. We strongly encourage students attend all sessions but must attend 4 of the 5 sessions
during the block activity period and 1 of the 2 Mock tests, provided by STAFFS Prep. If students do not meet this
requirement, they will receive an “F” for the course. This online prep course is a $300 value at no expense to the
students or parents. For information about the prep course visit www.staffsprep.com
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The Academy Experience at Arthur L. Johnson

Benefits of the Academy Experiences:
• From early on students interested in pursuing admission into competitive collegiate and university programs
can tailor an experience to meet their needs
• There are multiple entry points into the experiences
• Within each experience there are multiple points for customization to enhance opportunity for acceptance to
highly competitive and specialized collegiate and university programs
• Both experiences are designed to culminate with multiple Advanced Placement (AP) Courses
• Courses from subjects outside of that pathway may be taken at honors or college preparatory levels making
each experience rigorous yet attainable and customizable for students of varying interests
• Each Academy Experience contains unique trips which can include, but are not limited to:
o Humanities: Dodge Poetry Festival, Teen Arts Festival, multitude of competitions for Concert Choir
and Marching Band (please see the index of clubs and activities for complete list)
o S.T.E.M.: Live Surgeries at Liberty Science Center; Marine Biological/Ecological Site work in Sandy
Hook, NJ
9th

Grade

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

S.T.E.M.
Science Course*:
Environmental Science Honors OR
Biology Honors
Mathematics Course:
Algebra 1 Honors OR
Geometry Honors OR
Algebra 2 Honors
Technology Course:
Semester 1: Computer Science 1/ Semester 2:
Computer Science 2

Elective:
Semester 1: Studio Art/ Semester 2: Graphic
Design 1 OR Digital Photography 1 OR
Band/Choir
Health/Physical Education
World Language Course
Modern World History Course
English 1 Course

•

Humanities
English Course:
English 1 Honors

•

Social Studies Course:
Modern World History Honors

•
•

•

Humanities Elective:
Band/Choir OR
Semester 1: Studio Art/ Semester 2:
Graphic Design
Elective:
Semester 1: Personal Finance Elective
Semester 2: Technology Elective

Health/Physical Education
World Language Course
Mathematics Course
Science Course

*Entry science course in the S.T.E.M. Academy Experience is dictated by entry mathematics course. Regardless of entry-level mathematics course
this experience culminates with opportunities to enroll in multiple Advanced Placement (AP) Mathematics & Science Courses
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10th Grade

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

S.T.E.M.
Science Course*:
Biology Honors OR
Chemistry Honors
Mathematics Course:
Geometry Honors OR
Algebra 2 Honors OR
Math Analysis Honors
Technology Course:
Semester 1: Java
Semester 2: Intro to Robotics
S.T.E.M. Elective:
AP Environmental Science OR
Semester 1: Graphic Design
1 or 2/ Semester 2: Digital
Photo 1 or 2 OR
Band/Choir

•

Humanities
English Course:
English 2 Honors

•

Social Studies Course:
U.S. History 2 Honors

•
•
•

•
•
•

Health/Physical Education
World Language Course
U.S. I History Course
English 2 Course

Humanities Elective:
Band/Choir OR
Select from Fine Arts Elective #2 Below
Humanities Elective #2:
Writing Focus:
o Semester 1: Creative Writing & Poetry
Semester 2: Advanced Creative Writing &
Poetry OR
o Semester 1: Intro to Journalism/Semester
2: Advanced Journalism
Theatre Focus:
o Semester 1: Performance Theatre 1
Semester 2: Performance Theatre 2
Social Studies Focus:
o Semester 1: Speech & Debate/ Semester 2:
Cultural Anthropology OR
Fine Arts Focus- Choose From:
o Crafts & Mixed Media/ Advanced Crafts
o Art Appreciation/ Drawing & Painting
o Open Studio/ Advanced Art
o Graphic Design 2/ Printmaking
o Digital Photo 1/ Digital Photo 2
Health/Physical Education
World Language Course
Mathematics Course
Science Course

*In the spring of Sophomore year students in the S.T.E.M. academy are eligible for acceptance into the Science National Honor Society (SNSHS).
Arthur L. Johnson is one of an elite few high schools to have a chapter of the SNHS endorsed by the national charter.
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11th Grade

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

S.T.E.M.
Science Course*:
Chemistry Honors OR
Physics Honors OR
AP Biology OR
AP Chemistry OR
AP Physics 1
Mathematics Course:
Algebra 2 Honors OR
Math Analysis Honors OR
AP Calculus AB OR
AP Calculus BC
Technology Course:
Semester 1: Financial Literacy
Elective (Intro to Accounting
Advised)/ Semester 2: Intro to
Games & Programming
S.T.E.M. Elective:
AP Environmental Science OR
AP Biology OR
AP Chemistry OR
AP Physics 1 OR
Calculus Honors
AP Statistics OR
Band/Choir

Health/Physical Education
World Language Course
U.S. II History Course
English 3 Course

•

Humanities
English Course
AP English Language & Composition

•

Social Studies Course:
AP US History

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Humanities Elective #1:
Choose from options in Humanities Elective #2
listed below
Humanities Elective #2:
AP European History OR
AP World History OR
AP Art History OR
AP Studio Art OR
AP Macro/Micro Economics OR
AP Psychology OR
Art Focus:
o Crafts & Mixed Media/ Advanced
Crafts
o Art Appreciation/ Drawing & Painting
o Open Studio/ Advanced Art
o Graphic Design 2/ Printmaking
o Digital Photo 1/ Digital Photo 2
Health/Physical Education
World Language Course
Mathematics Course
Science Course

*In addition to taking the SATs this academic year students in the S.T.E.M. Academy Experience will be encouraged to take SAT 2 subject tests as
these tests are frequently requisites of competitive collegiate and university S.T.E.M. programs.
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12th Grade

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

S.T.E.M.
Science Course:
AP Biology OR
AP Chemistry OR
AP Physics 1 OR
AP Physics 2
Mathematics Course:
Math Analysis Honors OR
AP Calculus AB OR
AP Calculus BC

Technology Course:
AP Computer Science
S.T.E.M. Elective #1:
AP Biology OR
AP Chemistry OR
AP Physics 1 OR
AP Physics 2 OR
AP Statistics OR
Band/Choir
S.T.E.M. Elective #2*:
Additional Course from “Elective 1”
Choices OR
Semester 1 Forensics/ Semester 2:
Marine Biology OR
Explorations in Biomedical Careers OR
AP Elective from Humanities
S.T.E.M. Elective 3*:
Additional Course from “Elective 2”
Choices OR
World Language

Health/Physical Education
English 4 Course

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Humanities
English Course:
AP English Literature & Composition

Social Studies Course:
AP European History OR
AP World History OR
AP Macro/Micro Economics OR
AP Psychology
Humanities Elective #1:
Please choose from list below
Humanities Elective #2:
Additional AP Electives noted above OR
Art Focus:
o AP Studio Art
o Crafts & Mixed Media/ Advanced Crafts
o Art Appreciation/ Drawing & Painting
o Open Studio/ Advanced Art
o Graphic Design 2/ Printmaking
o Digital Photo 1/ Digital Photo 2
World Language Course

Science Course

Mathematics Course
Health/Physical Education

*Students should use their post-graduation plans to optimize which courses are taken to maximize opportunity for admission in competitive programs and
scholarship opportunities
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Profile of High Achieving ALJ Students
Sampling of College Admittances
The guidance department at Arthur L. Johnson has looked at the rigorous course load that the top students have taken
over the past few years. Using these students as a beacon to follow, high achieving students competing for top rank
and enrollment in extremely competitive colleges and universities are encouraged to look at the proposed sequence
outlining which courses and levels would be best taken at each grade level. When considering these proposals,
students should also note the list of colleges and universities to which students who have employed such a sequence
have gained acceptance to in the past three years.
Auburn University

Manhattan College

Binghamton University

Marist College

Bloomfield College

Monmouth University

Boston College

Montclair State University

Brown University

New Jersey Institute of Technology

Bucknell University

New York Institute of Technology

Carnegie Mellon University

New York University

The Citadel

Northeastern University

Clemson University

Northwestern University

Colorado State University

Pennsylvania State University; College
of Engineering

College of New Jersey
Cornell University
Drew University
Drexel University
Emerson College
Emory University; Oxford College
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Fordham University
George Washington University

Quinnipiac University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rice University
Rider University
Rowan University
Rutgers University
Salisbury University
Seton Hall University
Saint Joseph’s University

Temple University; Fox School of
Business
Towson University
Tufts University
UC Davis
University of California, Berkeley
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Florida
University of Hartford
University of Illinois
University of Maryland; School of
Engineering
University of Michigan
University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill
University of Rhode Island
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburg
University of Scranton

Saint Peter’s University

University of Virginia; School of
Engineering

Stanford University

University of Vermont

Iona College

Stevens Institute of Technology

Virginia Military Institute

Ithaca College

Stockton University

Villanova University

James Madison University

Stony Brook University

Kean University

Syracuse University

William Paterson University of New
Jersey

Georgia Institute of Technology
Hofstra University; School of
Engineering & Applied Science

Lehigh University; School of
Engineering, Science & Mathematics
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Notable Statistic: This model sequence results in the enrollment in 15 Advanced Placement and/or Dual Enrollment
Courses enabling students following this sequence to attain significant collegiate credit before graduation.

9th Grade
Course #
1
2
3
4
5
6

Course
Physical Education/Health
Biology Honors
English 1 Honors
Geometry Honors
Level 2 Honors World Language
Modern World History Honors

7

ELECTIVE
ELECTIVE
ELECTIVE
ELECTIVE
40

8
Total Credits
This Year

Graduation Requirement
Year 1 of 4 PE/Health
Year 1 of 3 Lab Science; Biology Requirement
Year 1 of 4 English Requirement, English 1
Year 1 of 3 Math Requirement
Year 1 of 1 World Language Completed
Year 1 of 3 Social Studies Requirement; Modern World
History Requirement
N/A- Elective Only
N/A- Elective Only
N/A- Elective Only
N/A- Elective Only
40/ 140 required to Graduate to date

10th Grade
Course #
1
2
3
4

Course
Physical Education/Health
English 2 Honors
Algebra 2 Honors
Level 3 World Language Honors

5
6
7

Chemistry Honors
US History 1 Honors
AP World History

8
Total Credits
This Year

AP Environmental Science
40

Graduation Requirement
Year 2 of 4 PE/Health
Year 2 of 4 English Requirement, English 2
Year 2 of 3 Math Requirement
N/A- Elective Only
BONUS: 2nd Year World Language for 4 year
colleges/universities
Year 2 of 3 Science Requirement
Year 2 of 3 Social Studies; US History 1
N/A- Elective Only
BONUS: AP Elective
Year 3 of 3 Science Requirement
80/135 required to graduate to date

30

Find your F.O.C.U.S.
Future. Opportunity. Character. Unity. Success.

Arthur L. Johnson High School
A School of Choice

11th Grade
1
2
3
4
5

Level 4 Honors World Language
AP Microeconomics
AP US History
AP Art History
AP Chemistry/AP Biology/AP
Physics 1
Math Analysis Honors
AP English Language &
Composition
Physical Education/Health
40

N/A- Elective Only
Year 0.5 of 0.5 Financial Literacy
Year 3 of 3 Social Studies; US History 2
Year 1 of 1 Visual & Performing Arts
N/A- Elective Only
BONUS- 4th Year Science for 4 year colleges/universities
Year 3 of 3 Mathematics
Year 3 of 4 English Requirement; English 3

1

AP Macroeconomics

Year 1 of 1 21st Century Life & Career

2

AP English Literature &
Composition

Year 4 of 4 English; English 4

3

AP World Language

N/A- Elective Only
BONUS- AP Elective

4

AP Psychology

N/A- Elective Only
BONUS- AP ELECTIVE

5

AP Calculus BC

N/A- Elective Only
BONUS- 4th year Math for 4 year colleges/universities
BONUS- AP Elective

6

AP European History

N/A- Elective Only
BONUS- AP Elective

7

UCC Public Speaking

6
7
8
Total Credits
This Year

Year 3 of 4 PE/Health
120/ 130 required to Graduate to date

12th Grade

8

Physical Education/Health

N/A-Elective Only
BONUS- Dual Enrollment/College Credit
N/A-Elective Only
BONUS- Dual Enrollment/College Credit
Year 4 of 4 PE/Health

Total Credits
This Year

40

165/ 125 required to Graduate to date

UCC Intro to Sociology

31

Find your F.O.C.U.S.
Future. Opportunity. Character. Unity. Success.

Arthur L. Johnson High School
A School of Choice

Course Sequencing for the College-Bound Student
Arthur L. Johnson is a school of choice with programs designed to meet the needs of all students. The proposed sequence
below has been designed to help those students interested in attending 2 and 4-year colleges and universities maximize
their potential for collegiate acceptance within competitive schools and programs. As is noted below, multiple options exist
for customization based on student interests and needs. Within these options students are urged to take the most
challenging levels of each course possible in order to maximize potential and opportunity upon graduation.
Once students begin researching colleges and universities in 10th and 11th grade it is encouraged that students opt to take
electives designed to meet their individual needs.

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

Course 1

Health/ P.E.

Health/ P.E.

Health/ P.E.

Health/ P.E.

Course 2

English 1

English 2

English 3

English 4

Course 3

Core Mathematics
Course #1

Core Mathematics
Course #2

Core Mathematics
Course #3

Core Mathematics
Course #4*

Course 4

Core Science Course
#1

Core Science Course
#2

Core Science Course
#3

Core Science Course
#4*

Course 5

Modern World
History

U.S. History 1

U.S. History 2

Social Studies Electives

Course 6

World Language
Course #1

World Language
Course #2

World Language
Course #3

AP World Language/
Dual Enrollment World
Language/ Other AP or
Dual Enrollment
Electives

Course 7

Business/Technology Business/Technology Business/Technology AP/ Dual Enrollment
Electives
Electives
Electives
Electives

Course 8

Fine Arts Electives

Fine Arts Electives

Fine Arts Electives

AP/ Dual Enrollment
Electives

*12th grade Core Mathematics & Science Courses may be substituted for elective courses within these disciplines. However,
doing so may produce a weaker transcript as reviewed by some colleges and universities. Thus, it is urged that collegebound students complete four years of core mathematics and science courses.
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Course Sequencing for Vocational-Technical Students
Arthur L. Johnson recognizes and values students’ interests and needs. Thus, ALJ partners with Union County VocationalTechnical school to provide students interested in learning a trade an opportunity to do so by enrolling part-time at ALJ and
part-time at Union County Vo-Tech during 11th and 12th grades. Students should note that the 9th grade and 10th grade
course pathways outlined mirror those for the college-bound student. This is because students do not elect to attend VoTech until 11th grade and, in order to keep as many options open to each student as possible, course sequences at ALJ are
designed to be as flexible as possible to meet the needs of students, and adapt to those needs should they change.
Information about the type of programs available at Union County Vo-Tech is detailed in this program.

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

Course 1

Health/ P.E.

Health/ P.E.

Health/ P.E.

Health/ P.E.

Course 2

English 1

English 2

English 3

English 4

Course 3

Core Mathematics
Course #1

Core Mathematics
Course #2

Core Mathematics
Course #3

Core Mathematics
Course #4

Course 4

Core Science Course
#1

Core Science Course
#2

US History 2

Core Science Course #3

Course 5

Modern World
History

U.S. History 1

Vo-Tech Program*

Vo-Tech Program*

Course 6

World Language
Level 1

World Language
Level 2

Course 7

Business/Technology Business/Technology
Electives
Electives

Course 8

Fine Arts Electives

Fine Arts Electives

*Vo-Tech programs are offered in both the morning and the afternoon. As presented above, “courses 1-4” may be taken in
the morning with PM Vo-Tech or in the afternoon with AM Vo-Tech. With A/B Block Schedule, students will take 2 core
courses A day, and the other 2 core courses on B day and attend Vo-tech for their specified program.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
English
Each student is required to take four years of English. Each of the courses is one year in length. Ninth-grade students will
take English 1. Ordinarily, English 2, 3, and 4 are taken in consecutive years, with students required to pass one year
before proceeding to the next course. The Principal’s and Supervisor’s permission is necessary to take two years of
required English concurrently. All English courses place great emphasis on a variety of kinds of writing as a means of
assessing thinking. In addition to required courses, there are numerous elective courses offered by the English
department.
All students are required to fulfill the specific demands of all summer assignments. Students in AP sections must
complete the reading and writing summer assignments or they will be dropped immediately from the program. In
September, teachers will evaluate the summer assignments.

Core English Courses
LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY 1 (0026)

Language Arts Literacy is a writing-based course that initiates a two-year cycle in skill building while placing special
emphasis on preparing students for The Partnership for Assessments of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC)
Assessment. This course will allow students to correct skill deficiencies in reading, writing, listening, thinking, visual
literacy, and other areas key to meeting the Common Core Content Standards and Core Proficiencies. Extra attention
will be given to establishing or refining study skills so that students will be able to improve their efforts in all
disciplines. Students will be expected to prepare for the PSAT and SAT during this year, and will also explore the
basic literary genre: mythology, drama, poetry, the short story, the novel, and various non-fiction modes.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46
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ENGLISH 1 (0042)

English 1 is a writing-based course that initiates a two-year cycle in skill building. The program is designed to provide
students a foundation in reading, speaking, listening, thinking, literary analysis, study skills, visual literacy, and
other areas. Students will refine their knowledge of the New Jersey Registered Holistic Scoring Process so that
they will be able to evaluate their own writing and thinking skills, as well as those of others. English 1 begins to
prepare for the PSAT, SAT, The Partnership for Assessments of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Assessment
during this year. The course also introduces students to the entire basic literary genre: mythology, drama, poetry,
the short story, the novel, and various non-fiction modes.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
ENGLISH 1 HONORS (0041)

English 1 Honors is a writing-based course for freshmen who have already proven advanced proficiency in required skill
areas. There is a greater emphasis in this course on analytical examination of challenging literary and visual texts.
Significant demands for independent study will be placed on the students. Students in Honors sections will need to
demonstrate their initiative in the study of mythology, Shakespeare, and a variety of fiction and non-fiction modes of
writing. They will also be expected to contribute to the classroom dialogue on a daily basis. Students will also receive
preparation for the PSAT, SAT, and The Partnership for Assessments of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC).
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs.45-46
LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY 2 (0027)

This writing-based course is the conclusion of a two-year skills-building cycle. Special emphasis is placed on
preparing students for the PARCC. This course allows the students to focus on deficiencies prior to taking English 3.
The curriculum is centered on theme analysis in the context of the study of contemporary and classic American
literature and some world literature. PSAT and SAT preparation will continue. Students will work on critical thinking
skills, speaking skills, and listening skills.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 10
Prerequisite Courses: Language Arts Literacy 1 or English 1
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46
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ENGLISH 2 (0044)
This writing-based course completes the skills preparation while introducing the students to classic and
contemporary American literature and some world literature. Much of the curriculum will be devoted to
reinforcing those skills measured on The Partnership for Assessments of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC)
Assessment. Students will refine their knowledge of literary terms and techniques, will work on critical thinking
and analytical skills, and will practice speaking and listening skills. All students will be asked to demonstrate an
ability to articulate their thoughts in a logical and coherent fashion. PSAT and SAT preparation will continue.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 10
Prerequisite Courses: Language Arts Literacy 1 or English 1
Placement Criteria: None

ENGLISH 2 HONORS (0043)
English 2 Honors is a writing-based course for sophomores who have proven advanced proficiency in the skill areas
measured during the freshman year. Students in the course have already demonstrated a facility for the language and
are able to articulate their thoughts in a logical and well-supported manner. There is a greater emphasis in English 2
Honors on analytical examination of challenging literary and visual texts. Significant demands for independent study
will be placed on these students, and they will be expected to contribute to their own learning to a greater degree
than previously expected.
During this year, students will be asked to focus on one particular area in their study of classic and contemporary American
literature and some world literature, and to explore it in depth through a project or extended research assignment. They
will also continue preparation for the PSAT, SAT, and The Partnership for Assessments of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) Assessment.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 10
Prerequisite Courses: English 1 Honors or English 1
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46

LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY 3 (0028)
This writing-based course is designed to prepare skills-deficient students for The Partnership for Assessments of
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Assessment while reinforcing components of the Common Core
Curriculum State Standards that are essential to the future success of these students. The curriculum is constructed
on a foundation of classic American literature, but is not literature-based. Rather, students will employ their study of
literature to enhance their skills in literal and inferential reading, speaking, writing for a purpose, writing to learn,
listening, viewing, speaking, and thinking.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 11
Prerequisite Courses: English 2 or Language Arts Literacy 2
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46
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ENGLISH 3 (0053)
English 3 is a writing-based junior English course that introduces students to the American literary heritage. A
variety of poems, short stories, essays, and novels by American authors will be included. Students will examine the
vast influences on, and contributions to, the American culture. Some of the course concentrates on The Partnership
for Assessments of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Assessment preparation. There is continued skill-building
for the PSAT and SAT. Students begin to construct a college portfolio.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 11
Prerequisite Courses: English 2 or Language Arts Literacy 2
Placement Criteria: None

ENGLISH 3 HONORS (0052)
English 3 Honors is a writing-based examination of American literature and culture. It is designed for those students
who have proven able to handle rigorous academic work at an accelerated pace. The course requires strong analytical
skills and a facility for critical thinking. It also demands a significant initiative on the part of the students to
contribute to their own learning. Students will be expected to complete lengthier reading assignments and to
embellish their learning with supplementary readings and literary criticism. Students in English 3 Honors will be
expected to contribute daily to the class dialogue. There is continued skill building for PARCC, PSAT, and SAT.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 11
Prerequisite Courses: English 2 or English 2 Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46

LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY 4 (0029)
This writing-based course is designed to reinforce skills-deficient students in those components of the Common
Core Standards that are essential to the future success of these students. The curriculum is constructed on a
foundation of English and world literature, but is not literature-based. Rather, students will employ their study of
literature to enhance their skills in literal and inferential reading, speaking, writing for a purpose, writing to
learn, listening, viewing, speaking, and thinking.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses: English 3 or Language Arts Literacy 3
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46
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ENGLISH 4 (0051)
The senior English program, English 4, is a critical-based analysis of English and world literature, with a strong
emphasis on the relationship between writing and thinking. Because it represents the conclusion of four years of
labor, this course is intended to permit the student greater latitude to explore areas of interest, to direct his/her own
learning, and to work closely with the teacher and other fellow students. The course culminates with the Senior Thesis
Project, which requires independent critical thinking and analysis in preparation for college and career readiness.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses: English 3 or Language Arts Literacy 3
Placement Criteria: None

ENGLISH 4 HONORS (0050)
English 4 Honors asks students to explore the critical foundations of great English and world literature. Students in
this course must take much of the responsibility for their own learning, and be able to handle the demanding
curriculum at an accelerated pace.
This class requires refined critical-thinking skills and a high level of motivation. Many of the texts are college-level
works, and students will be expected to supplement their learning by taking the initiative to do additional reading
and research. This course has a writing-based curriculum, involving both persuasive and analytical assignments, but
students should also expect to provide oral interpretation while contributing daily to the class dialogue. Students will
be responsible for a long-term project to be presented to the class.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses: English 3 or English 3 Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) (0025)
This program is required for students who are limited in English proficiency (LEP), as determined by test criteria
established by the State Department of Education. Primary emphasis will be on listening comprehension and oral
communication. Reading and writing skills will also be developed. The department supervisor and guidance counselor can
provide detailed information about this program. May be repeated for credit.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: N/A
Placement Criteria: This course is restricted to students with limited or no familiarity with the English language
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Elective Courses
CREATIVE WRITING/POETRY (0056)
This course is offered to all those who would like to explore their creative impulse. Although the course is designed
as two nine-week workshops, the instructor and the students will be given the latitude to structure the class in other
ways in order to promote personal growth and skill development. Students may work on poems, essays, short stories,
novellas, teleplays, librettis, etc. Quality efforts may be contributed to the school literary magazine, and the class,
itself, will create its own desktop publication. Students will also be asked to analyze the works of a variety of writers
in order to appreciate more fully the subtle interplay between inspiration and hard work that is the foundation for
great literature. Students will be expected to support others in their literary efforts and to share their own work with
the class. This course is offered to all students.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

ADVANCED CREATIVE WRITING/POETRY (0055)
This course is designed for sophomores, juniors, and seniors who have demonstrated ability in Creative Writing/Poetry
(0056). The course will be designed to foster in-depth work on portfolios and to explore avenues for publication. The
aim of the course is to assist students in their individual areas of interest. These include, but are not limited to: poetry,
short stories, and essays. Students will be encouraged to submit efforts to The Quest, ALJ’s literary magazine. This
course is offered to all students in grades 10-12.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisites:
• A grade of “B” or higher in Creative Writing/Poetry (0056)
OR
• Successful submission of portfolio work and a teacher recommendation
Placement Criteria: None
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PERFORMANCE THEATRE 1 (0065)
This course will expose students to great dramatic works. Coupled with reading and writing about literature, the
students will engage in performing some of these works. The performance aspect of the course will foster the
students’ senses of observation, listening, communicating orally and physically, and overall critical thinking. The
course will also incorporate aspects of philosophy, psychology, history, and the performing and visual arts.
Furthermore, students will gain insight into script analysis for production, production organization, casting, staging,
make-up, costuming, and lighting. Students will complete a final project as one of the major course requirements.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

PERFORMANCE THEATRE 2 (0066)
Students who have demonstrated skill in Performance Theatre 1 may elect this course. Students will expand upon
their craft by forming an ensemble of skilled actors who explore and present varied types of dramatic literature.
Projects may include assembly programs, drama tournaments, special productions, script writing, and field trips.
This course may be repeated for credit.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12; students in Grade 9 who have demonstrated
interest in theatre beyond the classroom may qualify with teacher recommendation
Prerequisites:
• Grade of “B” or higher in Performance Theatre 1
OR
• Teacher Recommendation
Placement Criteria: None

INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM (0067)
The emphasis in this course is on writing clearly and concisely for newspapers and radio. News writing, layout,
advertising, feature and sports writing, and headline writing are covered. This course is offered in the Fall and Spring
semesters.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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ADVANCED JOURNALISM (0083)
This course is a continuation of the initial Introduction to Journalism course. Students will focus on developing a more
advanced approach on writing and publishing for newspapers and other media. News writing, layout, advertising, feature
and sports writing, and headline writing are covered. This course is only offered in the Spring semester.
This 2.5 course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: either Intro to Journalism or Intro to Yearbook
Placement Criteria: None

INTRO TO YEARBOOK (0086)
Intro to Yearbook is an engaging course in which students have the unique opportunity to create a published
book, prepare a publication using the latest technology, run a business and record history. Students will come to
understand the various types of effective writing, as well as strengthen their problem solving skills, improve
communication, and manage a tremendous responsibility. The units in this curriculum are interwoven with an end
result being a completed school yearbook. Units will include the fundamentals of journalistic writing,
photojournalism, graphic design and budget management. Assessment of the students will include an exam and focus
on the production of articles, pages and layouts of the school yearbook. Students will ultimately gain an incredible
sense of accomplishment, develop as a member of a team, and expand their skills in writing and technology. This
course is only offered in the Fall semester
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

ADVANCED YEARBOOK (0087)
Advanced Yearbook is a continuation of the initial Yearbook course and covers more challenging concepts. This course is
only offered in the Fall semester.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: Intro to Journalism or Intro to Yearbook.
Placement Criteria: None

PARCC ENGLISH (0982)
This course is designed to provide remediation in the area of Language Arts for those students in their senior year
who have yet to achieve the minimal passing score on one of the required PARCC English tests or alternative
assessments that are required by the state for high school graduation. This class replaces an elective in the
student’s schedule and is offered in the Spring Semester.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses:
• English 1 or LAL 1 and
• English 2 or LAL 2 and
• English 3 or LAL 3
Placement Criteria: Students who have not yet satisfied a state-testing requirement by the start of second semester
senior year will be placed into this course
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Advanced Placement English Courses
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 3 LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION (0054)
Advanced Placement English 3 is designed for those students who have proven their ability to handle college-level
work. Students in this class are preparing for Advanced Placement work in their senior year, as well as the AP exam
in Language and Composition given in the spring. Those desiring to be selected for Advanced Placement must have
demonstrated a level of academic discipline and motivation in their previous class that is indicative of those with a
serious commitment to learning. In an AP class, the instructor is clearly a facilitator of learning; the greater
responsibility falls to the students. Small classes require all participants to contribute daily. Writing assignments will
be challenging and extensive. The curriculum will include texts and criticism from American literature, and will
require students to recognize and explore the subtle relationships between the humanities and historical/popular
culture. Students will be expected to supplement their readings with self-initiated research.
There is continued skill building for PARCC, PSAT, and SAT.
Students will also be required to complete an extensive assignment during the summer prior to the start of the
course or they will be dropped from the program immediately. Students taking this class will be required to take the
Advanced Placement exam in May of their junior year.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 11
Prerequisite Courses: English 2 Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 4 LITERATURE & COMPOSITION (0031)
Students in Advanced Placement English 4 will be expected to do college-level work on a daily basis. This class
examines many of the most profound and demanding texts in American and world literature. Some of the works
studied in this course include Crime and Punishment, Hamlet, King Lear, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, The
Sound and the Fury, plays of Sophocles or Euripides, and selected essays and poems from college-level texts. An
important component of the curriculum is preparation for the Advanced Placement exam in Literature and
Composition, which is given in May for the purpose of earning college credit or exemption from certain required
college courses. Students will be asked to read and write extensively and to exhibit a level of scholarship consistent
with those who have dedicated their energies to academic pursuits. Small classes require consistent participation.
Students should feel comfortable challenging the views of others in the class, including those of the instructor, and
having their own views challenged. AP students must be motivated enough to explore topical issues with additional
self-initiated readings and research, and they must be eager and willing to share their discoveries with others. The
focus is on individual growth and development with the teacher acting as the facilitator of learning.
Students will also be required to complete an extensive assignment during the summer prior to the course or they
will be dropped from the program immediately. Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced
Placement Exam in May of their senior year.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses: English 3 Honors or Advanced Placement English 3 Language and Composition
Placement Criteria: Please consult English Course Placement Chart pgs. 45-46
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Technology Elective Courses
INTRODUCTION TO TV (0098)
Students will have a “hands-on” experience in both the creative and technical aspects of making a TV program from
the pre-production phase to the post-production phase. The course includes video camera techniques, sound mixing and
recording, special effects, graphics, script writing, and basic digital editing. Students will learn of the jobs of TV
personnel from producer and director to reporter and camera operator. A cable TV show will be produced. This is a
one-semester course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES BROADCASTING (0095)
This is a half-year elective course where students will be introduced to the production and actual
announcing/broadcasting of events. Students will be required to do live broadcasts of events, including the
coordination of taping events and announcing events. Work completed by students in this course may be used by the
school in a variety of ways including production of the morning show and use by the athletic department.
Note: Students selected for this course will be expected to videotape major school events, even those that may take
place in the evening. In addition, students may be required to videotape and edit before and after school.

This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: Intro to TV
Placement Criteria: None

ADVANCED TV (0099)
Students will learn more about the organization and operation of broadcast and cable television systems. All aspects
of television production learned in the introductory course will increase in complexity. This course is designed to
provide students with a realistic production experience. Students will work in groups and independently to create
documentaries, short films, television shows, and commercials. Work completed by students in this course may
be used by the school for production of the morning show.
Note: Students selected for this course will be expected to videotape major school events, even those that may take
place in the evening. In addition, students may be required to videotape and edit before and after school.

This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
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Prerequisite Courses: Into to TV
Placement Criteria: None

INDEPENDENT STUDY IN BROADCAST PRODUCTION (0071)
Students who have already completed both Intro to TV and Advanced TV that wish to consider work in broadcast
production, with a specific emphasis on advanced editing of pre-recorded materials to produce masterfully finished final
products, would be best served by this course. Students will focus upon advanced techniques with camera angle, lighting,
and computer-aided editing. Students may enroll in this semester course for credit. Work completed by students in this
course will be used by the school for the production of the morning show and videos aired during school events including
back to school night and orientation events.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: Advanced TV
Placement Criteria: None
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English Department Course Placement Chart
A student must achieve at least 3 of the 4 indicators in order to be placed into a course

Language
Arts Literacy
1
English 1
Honors

Language
Arts Literacy
2
English 2
Honors

Language
Arts Literacy
3
English 3
Honors

Current English Average

Teacher
Recommendation

LAL**
Standardized
Test

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
Language Arts 8 that is
below 70%
Language Arts 8
Combined Marking
Periods 1 & 2 Average:
86%
Language Arts 8 Honors
Combined Marking
Periods 1 & 2 Average:
83%
Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
Language Arts Literacy 1
that is below 2.0
Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
English 1 that is at or
above a 4.0

Teacher
Recommends
Course

At or below 30th
Percentile
Language Arts 8
Placement Test
At or above 40th
Percentile
Language Arts 8
Placement Test
At or above 40th
Percentile
Language Arts 8
Placement Test
At or below 30th
Percentile on 9th
grade PSAT
Critical Reading
At or above 40th
Percentile on 9th
grade PSAT
Critical Reading

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
English 2 that is below a
2.0
Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
English 2 that is at or
above a 4.0

Teacher
Recommends
Course

Teacher
Recommends
Course

Teacher
Recommends
Course
Teacher
Recommends
Course

Teacher
Recommends
Course

At or below 30th
Percentile on
10th grade PSAT
Critical Reading
At or above 40th
Percentile on
10th grade PSAT
Critical Reading

Language Arts 8 Mid-Year
Assessment/English
Marking Period 1 & 2
Assessments Combined
Average
Score of 70% and below
for Language Arts 8
Language Arts 8: 86% or
Higher
Language Arts 8 Honors:
83% or Higher
Combined Score below “C”
on Language Arts Literacy
1 Marking Period
Assessments
Combined Score of “A” on
English 1 Marking Period
Assessments
Combined Score below “C”
on Language Arts Literacy
2 Marking Period
Assessments
Combined Score of “A” on
English 2 Marking Period
Assessments

* Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0 average in
an honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Current English Average
AP English
Language &
Composition

Language
Arts Literacy
4
English 4
Honors

AP English
Literature &
Composition

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
English 2 Honors that is
at or above a 4.0

Teacher
Recommendation
Teacher
Recommends
Course

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
Language Arts Literacy 3
that is below a 2.0
Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
English 3 that is at or
above a 4.0

Teacher
Recommends
Course

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
English 3 Honors that is
at or above an 4.0

Teacher
Recommends
Course

Teacher
Recommends
Course

LAL
Standardized
Test**
At or above 50th
Percentile on
10th grade PSAT
Critical Reading
*An additional
placement test
may be
administered to
help determine
eligibility
At or below 30th
Percentile on
11th grade PSAT
Critical Reading
At or above 40th
Percentile on
11th grade PSAT
Critical Reading
At or above 50th
Percentile on
11th grade PSAT
Critical Reading

English Marking Period 1
& 2 Assessments
Combined Average
Combined Score of “A” on
English 2 Honors Marking
Period Assessments

Combined Score below a
“C” on Language Arts
Literacy 3 Marking Period
Assessments
Combined Score of “A” on
English 3 Marking Period
Assessments
Combined Score of “A” on
English 3 Honors Marking
Period Assessments

*An additional
placement test
may be
administered to
help determine
eligibility
* Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0 average in
an honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Mathematics
Core Mathematics Courses
ALGEBRA 1: CONCEPTS & SKILLS (0317)
This course is designed for students who will need to explore the fundamental components of algebraic functions at a
more deliberate pace. Students enrolled in this course will be given the opportunity to gain a thorough grounding in
those algebra skills that will be assessed formally by the State prior to graduation, and which will be critical to
successful performance on college entrance and placement exams.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: Please consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56

ALGEBRA 1 (0318)
In this course consideration is given to fundamental properties of real numbers. Included are: algebraic applications
of addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, exponents, extracting roots, equations and inequalities,
factoring, ordered pairs, and graphing. Introductory concepts in data analysis and probability and statistics are
covered. Much attention is devoted to problem solving.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

ALGEBRA 1 HONORS (0307)
This course is an honors expansion of the Algebra 1 (0318) course involving faster pacing and increased exposure to
multi-step, context based problems.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: Please consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56
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GEOMETRY: CONCEPTS AND SKILLS (0314)
This course is designed for students who will need to explore the fundamental components of geometric functions at
a more deliberate pace. Students enrolled in this course will be given the opportunity to gain a thorough grounding
in the skills that will be assessed formally by the State prior to graduation, and which will be critical to successful
performance on college entrance and placement exams.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 10
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Algebra 1 or Algebra 1: Concepts & Skills
Placement Criteria: Please consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56

GEOMETRY (0311)
This course includes the undefined terms, basic definitions, postulates, and theorems of geometry. Topics include:
angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, congruent triangles, application of congruent triangles, similar polygons,
right triangles, symmetry, circles, areas of polygons and circles, areas and volumes of solids, the coordinate plane,
the distance and midpoint formulas, the slope of a line, parallel and perpendicular lines in the coordinate plane, the
equation of a line, and mathematical modeling. Transformations, which include reflections, translations, rotations,
and dilations will also be included in the course. Throughout the course, students are asked to apply geometric facts
and reasoning to problem solving.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-10
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Algebra 1, Algebra 1 Honors, Algebra 1: Concepts & Skills
Placement Criteria: None

GEOMETRY HONORS (0312)
This course emphasizes a transformational approach to Geometry. Topics include: reflections, translations,
rotations, symmetry, and dilations. Traditional topics such as: angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, congruent
triangles, circles, areas, and volume are all approached from the viewpoint of transformations. The formulas of
analytic geometry and the equation of a line are also covered. This course is for students who are able to work
independently and in cooperative groups. Reading is emphasized throughout the course. Students are asked to apply
geometric facts to problem solving, and are involved in mathematical modeling. Included proofs will require the use
of both deductive and inductive reasoning.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-10
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56
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ALGEBRA 2: CONCEPTS & SKILLS (0370)
This course is designed for students who will need to explore the fundamental components of algebraic functions at a
more deliberate pace. Students enrolled in this course will be given the opportunity to gain a thorough grounding in
those algebra skills that will be assessed formally by the State prior to graduation, and which will be critical to
successful performance on college entrance and placement exams.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Geometry or Geometry: Concepts & Skills
Placement Criteria: Please consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56

ALGEBRA 2 (0315)
The aim of the course is to provide some insight into the nature of mathematical thought, as well as to prepare the
students to perform certain manipulations with facility. Knowledge of the number system is extended to include
complex numbers. Included in this course are: the function concept and the linear function, quadratic functions and
quadratic equations, systems of equations in two and three variables, exponents and logarithms, matrices, sequences
and series, and the binomial theorem. Problems involving data analysis and mathematical modeling are included.
Throughout the course, students are asked to apply skills and concepts to problem solving.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Geometry, Geometry Honors, or Geometry: Concepts & Skills
Placement Criteria: None

ALGEBRA 2 HONORS (0339)
This course emphasizes four dimensions of understanding: skill in carrying out various algorithms, developing and
using mathematical properties and relationships, applying mathematics in realistic situations, and representing or
picturing mathematical concepts. The topics studied include: equations, linear and quadratic functions, systems of
equations, conics, polynomials, logarithms, matrices, complex numbers, sequences and series, and the binomial
theorem. Reading and problem solving are emphasized throughout. The graphing calculator is used frequently to
enhance instruction. Students are expected to work well independently and in cooperative groups.
At the conclusion of this course, students may wish to take the Math 1 SAT Subject Test. Information on this SAT
Subject Test available at: https://sat.collegeboard.org/about-tests
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Geometry or Geometry Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56
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ALGEBRA 3 AND TRIGONOMETRY (0321)
This course is designed to continue beyond the Algebra 2: Concepts and Skills (0370) course and lead into
fundamental concepts in trigonometry. Topics such as linear functions, quadratic functions, complex numbers,
probability, data analysis, trigonometric and circular functions will be covered. Supplemental activities
involving the graphing calculator will be part of the curriculum.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Algebra 2, Algebra 2 Honors or Algebra 2: Concepts & Skills
Placement Criteria: Please consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56

MATH ANALYSIS (0342)
This course includes the study of the theory and application of trigonometric functions and such topics as polar
coordinates, vectors, permutations, combinations, probability, polynomial functions, determinants, matrices, data
analysis, and descriptive statistics and limits. The computer and/or graphing calculator are frequently used to
enhance instruction.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Algebra 2, Algebra 2 Honors or Algebra 2: Concepts & Skills
Placement Criteria: None

MATH ANALYSIS HONORS

(0343)

This course is designed to help prepare students to study mathematics at the college level. The course will include
the study of functions, including trigonometric, root, power, logarithmic, and polynomial functions. Units on
probability and statistics, vectors and matrices, and sequences and series will also be included. The emphasis of
the course is applications, problem solving, reasoning, and communication. The graphing calculator is frequently
used to enhance instruction. This is a challenging course. Students will be expected to work well
independently and in cooperative groups..
At the conclusion of this course, students may wish to take the Math 1 SAT Subject Test. Information on this SAT
Subject Test available at: https://sat.collegeboard.org/about-tests
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56
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CALCULUS (0325)
The course deals with the differential and integral Calculus. Included is a study of limits, continuity, derivatives,
differentials and their applications, integration, areas, the Fundamental Theorem of the Integral Calculus, methods of
integration and application, and the Calculus of transcendental functions (exponential, logarithmic, and
trigonometric). The importance of Calculus as a tool for problem solving is emphasized. The computer and the
graphing calculator are used to enhance instruction.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Math Analysis or Math Analysis Honors
Placement Criteria: None

Math Elective Courses
PARCC MATHEMATICS (0983)
This course is designed to provide remediation in the area of Mathematics for those students in their senior year who
have yet to achieve the minimal passing score on one of the required PARCC mathematics tests or alternative
assessments that are required by the state for high school graduation. This class replaces an elective in the
student’s schedule and is offered in the Spring Semester.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Algebra 1 or Algebra 1: Concepts and Skills
AND
• Geometry or Geometry: Concepts and Skills
WITH
• Completion of or concurrent enrollment in a third mathematics course
Placement Criteria: Students who have not yet satisfied a state testing requirement by the start of second semester
senior year will be placed into this course.
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MANAGING MONEY WITH MATH A (0515)
This course provides students with the tools necessary to manage their personal finances now and in the future. The need
for solid financial skills is imperative to any student interested in succeeding financially in both their personal lives and the
business world. Students will learn to create a budget, use a checkbook, and manage savings and investments. In addition,
the class will participate in a stock market simulation game where students will understand the basics of investments and
how money is really made in our economy. Students will also have the option to participate in the Distributive Education
Clubs of America (DECA) program where they will have the chance to compete on the state and national levels at
competitions around the country.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

MANAGING MONEY WITH MATH B (0516)
This course provides students with the tools necessary to manage their personal finances now and in the future. The need
for solid financial skills is imperative to any student interested in succeeding financially in both their personal lives and
the business world. Students will learn to complete tax forms, take out loans, use credit wisely, and buy and insure a car.
Students will also have the option to participate in the Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) program where
they will have the chance to compete on the state and national levels at competitions around the country.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

LIVING LIFE WITH MATH: SIMULATED LIFE SCENARIOS (0334)
This course is focused around the mathematics of everyday living. Among other resources, the course incorporates tools
and activities from the National Endowment for Financial Education’s High School Financial Planning Program. Students
will gain exposure to such consumer areas as earning money, savings accounts, credit cards, income tax, buying a car
or home, comparative shopping, insurance tables and graphs, measurement, areas, and ratio and proportion. A
review of the prerequisite arithmetic skills will be imbedded throughout the course and students will be
engaged in simulations that require them to apply their learning.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Algebra 1 or Algebra 1: Concepts and Skills
AND
• Geometry or Geometry: Concepts and Skills
WITH
• Completion of or concurrent enrollment in a third mathematics course
Placement Criteria: None
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TOPICS IN MATHEMATICS: THE STOCK MARKET (0306)
This course is designed for juniors and seniors who would like to take a fourth-year mathematics course or a
mathematics elective. The course will examine the stock market from a mathematical perspective. Students will
participate in simulations involving stock purchasing and trading and such an activity as the Stock Market
Game. They will be engaged in a variety of project-based learning experiences and will gain exposure to guest
speakers who work in the actual field of practice. Being a semester offering, this course can be taken with the
course "Logical Thinking: Puzzles and Gaming" that will be offered during the other semester, or an elective from
another content area.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Algebra 2, Algebra 2 Honors, or Algebra 2: Concepts & Skills
Placement Criteria: None

ENGINEERING: DESIGN THINKING (0310)
This semester course is designed for seniors who would like to take a fourth-year mathematics course or a mathematics
elective. The course will provide students the opportunity to engage in a number of design challenges: open-ended projects
that encourage students to work collaboratively to achieve a desired goal within given, limited parameters. Students will
utilize the design thinking process which could have several stages: Empathize, Define, Ideate, Prototype and Test. Within
these steps, problems can be framed, the right questions can be asked, more ideas can be created, and the best answers can
be chosen.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Algebra 2, Algebra 2 Honors, or Algebra 2: Concepts & Skills
Placement Criteria: None
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Advanced Placement Courses

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS AB (0324)
This course deals with the differential and integral calculus, and is equivalent to beyond a first semester college-level
calculus offering. A broad range of topics is covered with depth and rigor. Included is a study of functions, limits,
continuity, derivatives and differentials, integration, rate of change, areas and volumes, the Fundamental Theorem of
the Integral Calculus, the calculus of transcendental functions (i.e. exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric), and
differential equations and slope fields. The importance of calculus as a tool for problem solving is emphasized. The
computer and graphing calculator are used to enhance instruction.
Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.
Students will be expected to complete a summer assignment in preparation for this course.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Math Analysis, Math Analysis Honors, Pre-Calculus Honors, or Calculus
Placement Criteria: Please Consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS BC (0330)
This course deals with the differential and integral calculus, and is equivalent to a first year college-level calculus
offering. A broad range of topics is covered with depth and rigor. Included is a study of functions, limits, continuity,
derivatives and differentials, integration, rate of change, areas and volumes, the Fundamental Theorem of the Integral
Calculus, the calculus of transcendental functions (i.e. exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric), and differential
equations and slope fields. Extensions of calculus to be covered include advanced integration methods, treatment of
parametric, polar, and vector functions, Euler’s method of solving differential equations, L’Hospital’s Rule, logistic
equations, and Taylor series. The importance of calculus as a tool for problem solving is emphasized. The computer
and graphing calculator are used to enhance instruction.
Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.
Students will be expected to complete a summer assignment in preparation for this course.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Math Analysis, Math Analysis Honors, Pre-Calculus Honors, Calculus, or Advanced
Placement Calculus AB
Placement Criteria: Please Consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS (0344)
AP Statistics is a college level course designed to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting,
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Topics include exploratory data analysis and descriptive statistics,
probability for anticipating patterns in the distributions of data, designing experiments, and confirming models through
statistical inference. This course prepares students to take the College Board AP Statistics Exam. The computer and
graphing calculator are used to enhance instruction.
Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.
Students will be expected to complete a summer assignment in preparation for this course.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Math Analysis or Math Analysis Honors
Placement Criteria: Please Consult Mathematics Placement Chart pg.56

Mathematics Course Sequencing
9th Grade Entry Course
Algebra 1: Concepts &
Skills

10th Grade Options
Geometry: Concepts &
Skills
Geometry

Algebra 1

Geometry: Concepts &
Skills
Geometry

11th Grade Options
Algebra 2: Concepts &
Skills
Algebra 2
Algebra 2
Algebra 2 Honors
Algebra 2: Concepts &
Skills
Algebra 2
Algebra 2 Honors
Algebra 2 Honors
Algebra 2 Honors
Pre Calculus Honors

12th Grade Options
Algebra 3/ Trig
Math Analysis
Math Analysis
Math Analysis Honors
Algebra 3/Trig

Geometry

Algebra 2
Algebra 2 Honors

Math Analysis
Math Analysis Honors

Geometry Honors

Algebra 2 Honors
Pre Calculus Honors

Math Analysis Honors
AP Calculus AB

Math Analysis
Math Analysis Honors
Math Analysis Honors
Math Analysis Honors
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
Calculus
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC

Algebra 2 Honors

Math Analysis Honors

AP Calculus AB or
AP Calculus BC

AP Calculus BC or Another
College Level Math Course

Algebra 1 Honors

Geometry Honors
Geometry Honors
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Mathematics Placement Chart
A student must achieve at least 3 of the 4 indicators in order to be placed into a course
Mathematics Current
Marking Period Average

Teacher
Recommendation

Math 8 Mid-Year
Assessment/Math
Marking Period 1 &
2 Assessments
Average

Math 8 Mid-Year
Assessment: 70% or
Lower
Math 8 Mid-Year
Assessment: 86% or
higher
Algebra 1: D+ or
lower
8th Grade Alg. 1
Honors Mid-Year:
86% or higher
Algebra 1: B+ or
higher
Geometry: D+ or
lower
8Th Grade
Geometry Mid-Year:
86% or
higher/Geometry
B+ or higher

Algebra 1: Concepts & Skills

Math 8: 75% or lower

Teacher Recommends
Course

Algebra 1 Honors

Math 8: 86% or higher

Teacher Recommends
Course

Geometry: Concepts & Skills

Algebra 1: 1.8 or lower

Geometry Honors

8th Grade Algebra 1
Honors: 86% or higher

Teacher Recommends
Course
Teacher Recommends
Course

Algebra 1: A or higher
Algebra 2: Concepts & Skills

Geometry: 1.8 or lower

Algebra 2 Honors

Geometry: 4.0 or higher

Algebra 3/Trigonometry

Algebra 2: 1.8 or lower

Math Analysis Honors

Algebra 2: 4.0or higher

Pre-Calculus Honors
AP Calculus AB

Geometry Honors: 4.0 or
higher
Math Analysis
Honors/Pre-Calculus:
3.0 or higher

AP Calculus BC

Math Analysis: 4.0 or
higher
Math Analysis
Honors/Pre-Calculus
Honors: 4.0 or higher

AP Statistics

Algebra 2 Honors: 3.0 or
higher
Math Analysis: 4.0 or
higher

Teacher Recommends
Course
Teacher Recommends
Course

Teacher Recommends
Course
Teacher Recommends
Course
Teacher Recommends
Course
Teacher Recommends
Course

Teacher Recommends
Course

Teacher Recommends
Course

Algebra 2: D+ or
lower
Algebra 2: B+ or
higher
Geometry Honors:
B+ or higher
Math Analysis
Honors/PreCalculus Honors: B+
or Higher
Math Analysis: A or
higher
Math Analysis
Honors/PreCalculus Honors: B+
or higher
Algebra 2 Honors:
B+ or Higher
Math Analysis: A or
higher

Math Standardized Test
Score**

Math 8 Placement Test: 30th
Percentile or lower
Math 8 Placement Test: 40th
Percentile or higher
PSAT Math: 30th percentile or
lower
Math 8 Placement Test: 40th
Percentile or higher
PSAT Math: 40th percentile or
higher
PSAT Math: 30th percentile or
lower
Math 8 Placement Test: 40th
Percentile or higher
PSAT Math: 40th percentile or
higher
PSAT Math: 30th percentile or
lower
PSAT Math: 40th percentile
or higher
PSAT Math: 50th percentile or
higher
PSAT Math: 50th percentile or
higher

PSAT Math: 50th percentile or
higher

PSAT Math: 50th percentile or
higher
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*Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0 average in an
honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board

Science
Science at the high school is unique in the sense that the courses are not tied in to the grade level of the student.
Students are required to take three years of science, with one of those years being Biology, in order to fulfill
graduation requirements. ALJ strongly encourages students to take four years of science, as this is not only a
requisite of many colleges and universities, but also prudent in a society where STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) fields play a major role in our culture and economy.

Core Science Courses
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (0463)
Environmental Science is a lab-based, interdisciplinary science concerned with the study of scientific principles,
concepts, and methodologies which require students to understand the interrelationships of the natural world; to
identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made; to evaluate the relative risks associated
with these problems; and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. The curriculum
includes topics such as the scientific method, introduction to earth processes, ecology, populations, land, air and
water quality, pollution, climate change, biodiversity, endangered species, mineral and energy resources, our health
and our future, and legal aspects of conservation. The aim of this course is to produce enlightened citizens aware of
the needs of the environment and the methods of conserving nature’s beauty for future generations.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE HONORS (0462)
This is a faster-paced, more in-depth version of the Environmental Science (0463) course. Students will be required
to apply extensive logic and reasoning when conducting labs and resolving multi-step solutions to proposed
environmental issues.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66
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FOUNDATIONS OF BIOLOGY (0410)
This is a full-year, lab-based course about living things, their diversity and how they function. It is for the student
who wants a general knowledge of the living world. It provides a less rigorous approach than the Biology course and
allows time for skill reinforcement throughout. Laboratory work with living and preserved materials is an important
part of this course offering.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66

BIOLOGY (0443)
This is a full-year, lab-based course about living things, their diversity and how they function. It is for the student
who wants a general knowledge of the living world. It provides a less rigorous approach than the Biology Honors
course, and it includes some discussion of biochemistry and molecular biology. Laboratory work with living and
preserved materials is an important part of this course offering.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 10
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Environmental Science or Environmental Science Honors
• Completion of or Concurrent enrollment in Geometry, Geometry Honors. or Geometry: Concepts &
Skills
Placement Criteria: None

BIOLOGY HONORS (0456)
This course is a full-year, lab-based, rigorous approach to the study of living things. Emphasis will be placed on
biochemistry and molecular biology, the unifying concepts applicable to all life forms. In addition, study of living
things, their diversity, and their function will be undertaken. Laboratory work will involve living and preserved
materials, as well as chemical materials and scientific instructions. Comprehensive lab reports will be required.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-10
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of or Concurrent enrollment in Geometry or Geometry Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66
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GEOPHYSICAL SCIENCE (0442)
This is a full-year, lab-based course that infuses the study of earth systems with the principles of chemistry and
physics. Students will investigate earth’s history and geologic structure, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes,
weathering, erosion, mass movements, surface and ground water systems, meteorology, climatology, and
astronomy. Students will manipulate algebraic relationships and collect and analyze data to explain the various
observable phenomena that drive our dynamic planet.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Biology or Foundations of Biology
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66

CHEMISTRY (0446)
This is a comprehensive full-year, lab-based course in Chemistry. It includes a study of matter: its composition,
properties, and interactions as described by modern chemical theories, and a discussion of how these principles apply
to contemporary issues. While primarily intended for the non-science college-bound student, the treatment is
sufficiently theoretical and mathematical to meet the needs of students who later choose to enter a science career.
Laboratory work in which the student handles chemical materials and scientific instruments supplemented b y teacher
lecture demonstrations constitutes an important part of this course.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Biology or Biology Honors
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Algebra 2, Algebra 2 Honors, or Pre-Calculus Honors
Placement Criteria: None

CHEMISTRY HONORS (0457)
This is a full-year, lab-based, rigorous course in Chemistry for the science-oriented college-bound student. It includes a
study of the composition of matter, its properties, and how matter undergoes change and interacts with other kinds
of matter. The unifying principles of the subject are developed in a logical way with extensive laboratory work, during
which the student will handle various chemical materials and scientific instruments, providing a basis for this
development. This offering involves a rigorous mathematical approach. Therefore, successful completion of Algebra 1
and Geometry is required. This course also stresses higher order thinking skills and excellent reading comprehension.
Comprehensive lab reports will be required for laboratory activities.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Biology or Biology Honors
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Algebra 2, Algebra 2 Honors, or Pre-Calculus Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66
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PHYSICS (0453)
This is a full-year, lab-based course designed to offer students an introduction to the basis upon which scientists
make mathematical descriptions of systems as they appear in nature. Laboratory work and problem-solving
techniques are stressed. Students should have had thorough preparation in mathematics prior to entry into this course.
The methods and theorems of Algebra and Geometry are used in problem solving. An understanding of simple
trigonometric principles is helpful, although not required. Students seriously considering four-year colleges and
universities are strongly encouraged to complete the ALJ Science sequence by adding physics to their transcript.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Chemistry or Chemistry Honors
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Math Analysis, Math Analysis Honors, or Pre-Calculus Honors
Placement Criteria: None

PHYSICS HONORS (0452)
This full-year, lab-based, honors level of Physics covers the concepts of Physics (0453) in greater depth and at an
accelerated rate. Students will complete all units in the text. The course is geared for the student who plans to study
Science or a science-related field at the college level. It is an excellent foundation for AP Physics.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Chemistry or Chemistry Honors
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Math Analysis, Math Analysis Honors, or Pre-Calculus Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66
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Science Elective Courses
These elective courses are offered to enable students interested in careers that will require scientific knowledge to enrich
their existing understanding. The appearance of upper level core science courses like chemistry and physics produces a far
more appealing transcript for colleges and universities. These electives are designed to be offered in supplement to, not in
place of, the core science courses.

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY (0416)
This is a full-year, lab-based course designed for students seeking to take an enriching fourth year of science.
Students will explore the following concepts & topics: cells and tissues, bones, muscles, all aspects of the skeletal and
muscular system, and other systems and processes of the human body. This course is lab intensive involving multiple
dissections. Opportunities to witness live surgery are also embedded in this program.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Geophysical Science, Chemistry, or Chemistry Honors
• Completion of Algebra 2 Concepts & Skills, Algebra 2, or Algebra 2 Honors
Placement Criteria: None

PREMEDICAL STUDIES (0415)
This is a full-year, lab-based course designed for students who are serious about pursuing a career in medicine,
pharmaceutical science or sales, or laboratory technical fields. The course is a rigorous exploration of their
systems, structures, functions, and afflictions of the human body. Students will complete a multitude of challenging
dissections and have opportunities to witness live surgeries.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Chemistry or Chemistry Honors
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Math Analysis, Math Analysis Honors, or Pre-Calculus Honors
Placement Criteria: None
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FORENSIC EXPLORATIONS (0429)
This is a half-year, lab-based, introductory course in laboratory sciences for the advanced student. Topics include
observation skills, crime scene investigation and evidence collection, the study of hair, fibers, and textiles, fingerprinting,
blood and blood spatter, drug identification and toxicology, casts and impressions, as well as handwriting analysis and
forgery investigations. Students serious about a career that will involve laboratory science, including forensics, would
be well served by this course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Chemistry, Chemistry Honors or Geophysical Science
• Completion of Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Honors
Placement Criteria: None

MARINE BIOLOGY (0419)
This is a one-semester, lab-based course that embraces the study of the phenomena of the oceans. It is intended to be
an introduction to the physical, chemical, biological, and geological aspects of the greater portion of our earth’s
surface. Laboratory work could include field studies of both marine and aquatic areas and an emphasis is placed
upon the interconnectedness of earth’s systems with reflections upon the relationship humans and the economy
share with those systems.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Chemistry, Chemistry Honors or Geophysical Science
• Completion of Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Honors
Placement Criteria: None
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Advanced Placement Courses
NOTES:
• Students enrolled in ANY AP Science course are REQUIRED to take the Advanced Placement test in May.
• AP Courses require summer assignments that may require periodic submission throughout the summer and are
assessed at the onset of the school year
o Failure to complete such an assignment can result in removal from the course

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (0426)
This intensive, full-year, laboratory science course is designed to reflect the same rigor and expectations as a first-year
environmental science course from a four-year college or university. The course is designed to provide students with
the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural
world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks
associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. This is a
6- credit lab science course.
This 6-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of or concurrent enrollment in Biology Honors, Chemistry or Chemistry Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY (0449)
This intensive, full-year, laboratory course is designed for the student who wishes to pursue a rigorous, college-level
course in Chemistry. It i s recommended that any student pursuing this program should have a strong mathematical
background in Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2. The course may include field trips to local chemistry facilities.
Students will be expected to complete a summer assignment in preparation for this 6-credit course.
This 6-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Chemistry or Chemistry Honors
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Math Analysis, Math Analysis Honors, or Pre-Calculus Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY (0451)
Advanced Placement Biology is an intensive, full-year, laboratory-based course that will include those topics regularly
covered in a college Biology course for majors or in the syllabus from high-quality college programs in introductory
Biology. The college course in AP Biology differs significantly from the usual Biology Honors course in freshman year
with respect to the kind of textbook used, the range and depth of topics covered, the kind of laboratory work done by
students, and the time and effort required by students. The textbooks used for AP Biology are those also used by
college Biology majors. The types of labs done by AP students equate to the types of labs experienced by college
students. Students will be expected to complete a summer assignment in preparation for the 6-credit course.
This 6-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Chemistry or Chemistry Honors
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Math Analysis, Math Analysis Honors, or Pre-Calculus Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66

AP PHYSICS 1 (0470)
This is an intensive, full-year, laboratory-based science course designed to reflect the expectations and content found
within the freshman physics syllabi of accredited 4-year colleges and universities. Topics will include units from both
mechanics and electromagnetism.
This 6-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Chemistry or Chemistry Honors
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Math Analysis, Math Analysis Honors, or Pre-Calculus Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Science Placement Chart pgs. 65-66

AP PHYSICS 2 (0471)
This course is an intensive, full-year, laboratory-based science course designed to challenge students interested in
pursuing a career in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) field. The topics covered in this course are
an extension of the requisite AP Physics 1 and involves much more intensive mathematical principles and more in-depth
problem-solving.
This 6-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of AP Physics 1
• Concurrent enrollment or completion of Calculus, AP Calculus AB or AP Calculus BC
Placement Criteria: None
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Science Placement Chart
A student must achieve at least 3 of the 4 indicators in order to be placed into a course
Science 8 Mid-Year
Assessments/ Science
Marking Periods 1 & 2
Assessments Combined
Average

Current Science Average

Teacher
Recommendation

Math Standardized
Test**

Environmen
tal Science
Honors

Science 8: 86% or higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

Grade 8 Placement
Score: 40th Percentile
or higher

Science 8 Mid-Year: 86%
or higher

Foundations
of Biology

Environmental Science:
1.8 or lower

Teacher
Recommends Course

PSAT: 30th percentile
or lower

Environmental Science:
D+ or lower

Biology
Honors

Environmental Science:
3.30 or higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

PSAT: 50th percentile
or higher

Environmental Science:
B+ or higher

Grade 8 Placement
Score: 50Percentile
or higher

Science 8 Mid-Year: 86%
or higher

Science 8: 86% or higher

Geophysical
Science

Biology: 1.8 or lower

Teacher
Recommends Course

PSAT: 30th percentile
or lower

Biology: D+ or lower

Chemistry
Honors

Biology: 3.30 or higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

PSAT: 50th percentile
or higher

Biology: B+ or higher

Physics

Chemistry/Chemistry
Honors: 2.0 or higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

PSAT: 40th percentile
or higher

Chemistry/ Chemistry
Honors: C or higher

Physics
Honors

Chemistry: 3.30 or higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

PSAT: 50th percentile
or higher

Chemistry: B+ or higher

* Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0 average in
an honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Current Science Average

AP Biology

Honors/AP Science: 3.0 or
higher

Teacher
Recommendation
Teacher
Recommends Course

Math
Standardized
Test**
PSAT: 50th
percentile or
higher

On-Level Science: 4.0 or
higher
AP Chemistry

Science Marking Periods 1 & 2
Assessments Combined
Average
Honors/AP Science: B or higher

On-Level Science: A or higher

Honors/AP Science: 3.0 or
higher
On-Level Science: 4.0 or
higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

AP
Environmental
Science

Honors/AP Science: 3.0 or
higher
On-Level Science: 4.0 or
higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

AP Physics 1

Chemistry Honors: 4.0 or
higher
Physics Honors: 3.0 or
higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

PSAT: 60th
percentile or
higher

Honors/AP Science: B or higher

PSAT: 50th
percentile or
higher

Honors/AP Science: B or higher

PSAT: 60th
percentile or
higher

Chemistry Honors: A or higher

On-Level Science:
A or higher

On-Level Science: A or higher

Physics Honors: B or higher

* Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0 average in
an honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Science Course Sequences
9th Grade Entry Course
Environmental Science

10th Grade Options
Biology
Biology Honors
(Concurrent AP
Environmental Possible)

11th Grade Options
Chemistry
Geophysical Science
Chemistry Honors
(Concurrent AP
Environmental Possible)

12th Grade Options
Physics
Chemistry
Physics Honors
AP Science Electives

Environmental Science
Honors

Biology Honors
(Concurrent AP
Environmental Possible)

Chemistry Honors
(Concurrent AP
Environmental Possible)

Physics Honors
AP Science Electives

Biology Honors

Chemistry Honors
(Concurrent AP
Environmental Possible)

Physics Honors
AP Science Electives

AP Science Electives
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Social Studies
All students are required to take a full year each of Modern World History, United States History 1, and United
States History 2. However, AP United States History may be substituted for the second year requirement in United
States History.
There are three levels of instruction for the required Social Studies courses: foundations, regular, and honors. In
honors courses, students will examine texts with a more difficult reading level, complete a greater number of complex
papers and projects, and work more independently. They may also move at a faster pace and be expected to employ
higher-order thinking skills such as evaluation, analysis, and synthesis to a greater degree.

Core Social Studies Courses
MODERN WORLD HISTORY (0158)
Modern World History is a required history course taken normally in the freshman year. The curriculum, which
utilizes information from the entire world, takes a thematic approach to studying various forms of history from
the 14th century to the present day. The major areas of study will include the development of the modern
world, the subsequent “shrinking” of the world, industrialization and western global hegemony, great wars in the
global context, the development of the modern world, and the modern world’s effects on the future. The
development of skills such as higher-order thinking and reasoning, organization and analysis of information, oral
and written communication, and group dynamics is an integral part of the course. Included in the course
requirements are three major writing assignments, which will focus on compare/contrast, change over time, and a
document-based composition.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

MODERN WORLD HISTORY HONORS (0157)
The honors curriculum expands upon the previously described Modern World History (0158) course. At the honors level,
students will read primary sources and supplementary materials on a regular basis in addition to the textbook.
They will be expected to use critical thinking processes learned in previous courses, and will complete extensive
research resulting in written and oral reports.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 9
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81
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FOUNDATIONS OF UNITED STATES HISTORY 1 (0136)
Foundations courses are designed for those students who need to improve their skills in reading, writing, speaking,
and thinking in order to handle the complex requirements of historical studies. The reinforcement of study skills is
designed to help the student prepare for the Partnership for Assessments of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) Assessment in the spring of junior year while enhancing the student’s traditional studies in history and
other disciplines. The curriculum for this course examines American History from 1600 to 1900. The course follows
chronological lines, but is selective in content. Certain themes are emphasized including the multicultural
character of the United States, geography as a factor in historical development, and the role of the United State in the
world. The social studies skills that were learned in Modern World History will be reinforced in Foundations of
United States History 1. Each student will be required to complete at least three major writing assignments including
two document based essays and one research paper.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-11
Prerequisite Courses:
• Foundations of Modern World History or Modern World History
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81

UNITED STATES HISTORY 1 (0135)
United States History 1 is the study of American History from 1600 to 1900. The course follows chronological
lines, but is selective in content. Certain themes are emphasized including the multicultural character of the United
States, geography as a factor in historical development, and the role of the U.S. in the world. The social studies
skills that were learned in Modern World History will be reinforced in U.S. History 1. In addition, students will
work on other skills such as interpretation of historical documents, problem solving, and decision-making. Each
student will be required to complete at least three major writing assignments including two document based essays
and one research paper.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-11
Prerequisite Courses:
• Foundations of Modern World History or Modern World History
Placement Criteria: None

UNITED STATES HISTORY 1 HONORS (0134)
The honors curriculum expands upon the previously described United States History 1 (0135) course. At the honors level,
students will read and analyze primary sources and supplementary materials on a regular basis in addition to the
textbook. They will be expected to use critical thinking processes learned in previous courses, and will complete
extensive research resulting in written and oral reports.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-11
Prerequisite Courses:
• Modern World History or Modern World History Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81
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FOUNDATIONS OF UNITED STATES HISTORY 2 (0133)
In the Foundations of United States History 2 course students maintain and extend skills previously learned,
improve their abilities to work cooperatively, and focus upon more complex thinking skills. Students in the
foundations level will continue to focus on the building of reading, writing, speaking, thinking, and study skills.
The United States History course is organized both chronologically and thematically. The first five units of the
course present information in a chronological manner from 1900-present day. In addition, there are three thematic
units which focus on an in-depth study of particular topics such as social movements, globalization and international
politics, and 21st century America. Students will be assessed using a variety of traditional and alternate assessments
to gauge student understanding and comprehension throughout the course. Each student will be required to
complete at least three major writing assignments including a counter-factual or fact based essay, a thesis paper,
and a projection paper.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Foundations of United States History 1 or United States History 1
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81

UNITED STATES HISTORY 2 (0132)
In United States History 2 students maintain and extend skills previously learned, improve their abilities to work
cooperatively, and focus upon more complex thinking skills. They develop concepts and principles, generate
meaning, and undertake independent research. They will use the textbook as a resource and read selections from
several supplementary social studies books. They will use library and Internet resources several times during the
year in order to prepare written and oral reports. The United States History 2 course is organized both
chronologically and thematically. The first five units of the course present information in a chronological manner
from 1900-present day. In addition, there are three thematic units which focus on an in-depth study of particular
topics such as social movements, globalization and international politics, and 21st century America. Students will
be assessed using a variety of traditional and alternate assessments to gauge student understanding and
comprehension throughout the course. Each student will be required to complete at least three major writing
assignments including a counter-factual or fact based essay, thesis paper, and a projection paper.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Foundations of United States History 1 or United States History 1
Placement Criteria: None
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UNITED STATES HISTORY 2 HONORS (0131)
The honors curriculum expands upon the previously described United States History 1 (0132) course. At the honors
level, students will be expected to use critical thinking processes learned in previous courses, read
supplementary materials on a regular basis in addition to the textbook, and read and analyze primary sources, as well
as other types of print and non-print materials.
At the conclusion of this course, students may wish to take the United States History SAT Subject Test. Information on
the SAT Subject Test is available at: https://sat.collegeboard.org/practice/sat-subject-test-preparation-us-history

This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of United States History 1 or United States History 1 Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81

Social Studies Elective Courses
PSYCHOLOGY (0147)
Psychology provides an introduction to the field of human behavior. The development of individuals is presented
with regard to five specific units: Identity and Personality, Learning and Motivation, Intelligence, Abnormal
Psychology, and the Structure of the Brain. Student examination of psychological theories is encouraged. For
example, personality tests, conditioning demonstrations, mazes, self-evaluation, and experiments in creativity and
perception may be included. This course is a one-semester elective for juniors and seniors.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

SOCIOLOGY (0139)
Sociology examines human behavior by emphasizing the social interaction of humans. The sociological approach is
applied when examining five units: Introduction to Sociology, American Culture, Socialization, Social Mobility, and
Social Change. Emphasis is placed on student involvement in field exercises in the community, as well as classroom
demonstrations and experiments. Evaluation of student performance is based on class participation and involvement
in course activities and exercises. This course is a one-semester elective for juniors and seniors.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (0145)
Introduction to Philosophy is split into five units: Ethics, Politics, Religion, Epistemology, and Art Aesthetics. All
units are conducted in a purely academic setting with an emphasis on theory and the promotion of abstract thought.
Prominent philosophers and their theories, from Ancient Greece through post-modernism, will be explored in
context of historical events, modern issues, and various case studies. This one semester course is open to juniors
and seniors.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

GLOBAL ISSUES (0156)
In the modern world we find that many problems have transcended the boundaries of nations and have become
global issues. Issues such as economic development, environmental concerns, energy alternatives, national security,
and human rights have become concerns for all humankind. This course will examine major global issues in context
of the modern world. Students will explore existing social systems, states, political leaders/organizations, and their
policies in order to determine their impact on issues that resonate at an international level. This is a one-semester
course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11 -12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

THE HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE (0149)
Holocaust and Genocide Studies is a full year Social Studies elective open to seniors and juniors. The college-level class
offers students the opportunity to obtain 3 credits from Kean University as part of a dual enrollment option that students
may participate in. The dual credit option requires a tuition payment as well as an overall grade of a B or higher.
Individual units of study focus on the relationship between the Holocaust and human nature, how the Nazi Party rose to
power, the Holocaust, children, resistance, and rescuers, liberation, post World War II, and its legacy, genocide, and
prejudice. Various methods of presentation including primary source analysis, literature, video testimony, and scholarly
readings will be used.
This 5 -credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12. Priority to seniors
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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CONSPIRACY THEORIES THROUGHOUT HISTORY (0163)
This one-semester elective course will examine conspiracy theories history. Using an array of sources, students
will be exposed to the conspiratorial theories that have been used to explain the unexplainable. Students will
acquire a better understanding of the differences between conspiracies and conspiracy theories, and gain an
understanding of the historical context for the belief in conspiracy theories. Throughout the course students will
be required to use evidence and argumentation in critically analyzing conspiracy theories.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

SPEECH/DEBATE (0060)
This is a one-semester elective open to students in all grades. The course focuses on all aspects of public speaking,
including debate, argumentation, oratory, and oral interpretations of written texts. Students will sample a variety of
these activities, developing and refining their skills in each, and possibly select one area in which to specialize.
Students will be encouraged to join the Speech/Debate Team but they are not required to do so. This course may be
repeated for credit.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

AMERICAN ISSUES (0129)
This semester course focuses on issues facing Americans today. During the semester, students will be expected to do
research to uncover expert or political opinions on the topic at hand. Students will discuss and debate both sides of
the issues, and eventually develop their own personal view on the subject. The topics studied will change from
year to year to keep pace with current events in America, but are likely to include illegal immigrants, stem
cell research and terrorism. During presidential election years, the election will be a central theme of the course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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NEW JERSEY HISTORY (0167)
This semester course will provide insights into the fascinating history of the region from the first settlers to recent
immigration patterns, this area and this state, are a microcosm of the events that have changed America. Students will
delve into specific topics including the original inhabitants, the settlement of the area by the Dutch and English, the
American Revolution, Industrialization, the Civil War, the 1920's, World War II and more contemporary social and cultural
issues. The course will also include a research component using authentic documents and resources.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Modern World History or Modern World History Honors
Placement Criteria: None

AMERICAN CIVICS (0168)
This semester course will provide an introduction to the foundations of American government and its operation in our
present day society. Students will study the theoretical and practical aspects of citizenship, its rights and duties; the duties
of citizens to each other as members of a political body and to the government.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Modern World History or Modern World History Honors
Placement Criteria: None

CRIMINAL JUSTICE (0180)
Criminal Justice is a semester course that allows students to examine the intricacies of the United States
criminal justice system. The focus of the course will be segmented into five units; the United States court system,
federal law versus state law, criminal law versus civil law, felonies and misdemeanors, and criminal forensics.
Students will be evaluated based on class participation and active involvement in course activities, exercises, and
projects. This one semester course is open to all juniors and seniors.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY (0175)
Time Period: Prehistory – 1375 CE

From early humans to medieval life, this half-year course documents what we know about the development of the
human race, and how we discovered this information. The material in this one semester course discusses modern
interpretation of discoveries linked to early hominids and Homo sapiens and beyond. Students will evaluate the
methods used by archaeologists to explore sites and schools of thought regarding the interpretation of evidence.
Interdisciplinary material supplements the study such as biology, geology, climatology, and forensic science. In
addition, the social history, the scientific, architectural, and technological achievements of each culture will be
traced. Influential archaeological discoveries will also be judged on the basis of their validity.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Modern World History or Modern World History Honors
Placement Criteria: None
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Advanced Placement Courses
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY (0120)
The AP United States History course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge
necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history. The course prepares
students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made
by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials, their relevance to a
given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance and to weigh the evidence and interpretations
presented in historical scholarship. Writing skills will be refined through the writing of a number of essays, a
thesis paper, and numerous document-based essays.
Advanced Placement United States History may be used to fulfill the second year requirement for United States
History or may be an elective. Therefore, both juniors and seniors are eligible. All students must meet with the
AP teacher prior to the summer break preceding the course to discuss summer reading requirements. Failure to
complete the summer reading requirement will result in removal from the class.
Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.
At the conclusion of this course, students may wish to take the United States History SAT Subject Test. Information on
the SAT Subject Test is available at: https://sat.collegeboard.org/practice/sat-subject-test-preparation-us-history
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses: Completion of an Honors Level Social Studies Course
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81
ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY (0121)

This Advanced Placement seminar is a full year college-level course open to juniors and seniors. The emphasis is
upon the general narrative of European History from 1450 to the present and includes a political, diplomatic,
intellectual, cultural, social, and economic history of Europe. The students develop the ability to distinguish trends,
establish causes, and recognize results. They use and analyze primary sources in studying historical events and
improve their skills in reading and in oral and written expression.
Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. All students taking this
course must meet with the AP teacher prior to the summer break preceding the course to discuss summer
reading requirements. Failure to complete the summer reading requirement will result in removal from the class.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in an Honors Level Social Studies Course
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT WORLD HISTORY (0123)
This Advanced Placement seminar course has as its chronological frame the period from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to
the present, with the period 8000 B.C.E. to 600 C.E. serving as the foundation for the balance of the course. The
purpose of the AP World History course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and
contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies. This understanding is advanced through a
combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights the nature of
changes in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major
societies. The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge deployed in conjunction with leading interpretive issues
and types of historical evidence. The course builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological
precedents that, along with geography, set the human stage. Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an organizing
principle for dealing with change and continuity throughout the course. Specific themes provide further organization
to the course, along with the consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a
field of study.
Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May
Students must meet with AP teacher prior to the summer break to discuss summer reading and writing
assignments. Failure to complete preliminary assignments will result in removal from the course. Additionally,
students are expected to construct and evaluate arguments based on historical evidence, analyze bias, point of view,
and context to interpret historical documents, assess change over time, identify global patterns, and draw
comparisons within and among societies. To achieve these goals, students will read both primary and secondary
sources, write critical essays both inside and outside of class, and conduct, analyze and present historical research in
both written and oral formats.

This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10, 11 & 12
Prerequisite Courses: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in an Honors Level Social Studies Course
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81

ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: UNITED STATES (0122)
AP Government and Politics is a year-long study and analysis of the United States Government from a historic, as well
as a modern perspective. The course requires that students examine various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas
that, when viewed together, form our understanding of U.S. government and politics. Such ideas include the various
interpretations of the U.S. Constitution, the formation of government, and contemporary voting trends and
influences. Additional study is dedicated to the examination of the institutions of government focusing on the
presidency, congress, the judiciary and the bureaucracy.
Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.
This AP course may fulfill a general education requirement in college with an AP score that meets the college’s
criteria.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in an Honors Level Social Studies Course
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY (0141)
AP Psychology introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human
beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each
of the major subfields within Psychology. They also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and practice.
A broad spectrum of new vocabulary is introduced in the course. Average or better technical reading and writing skills are
recommended.
Students taking this class will be required to take the Advanced Placement Psychology exam in May.
This AP course may fulfill a general education requirement in college with an AP score that meets the college’s
criteria.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12 with priority given to seniors.
Prerequisite Courses: Completion United States History 1 or United States History 1 Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81

ADVANCED PLACEMENT HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (0116)
The AP Human Geography course is equivalent to an introductory college-level course in human geography. The course
introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and
alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine socioeconomic
organization and its environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their
research and applications.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12 with priority given to seniors.
Prerequisite Courses: Completion of Modern World History Honors, United States History 1 or United States
History 1 Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult the Social Studies Placement Chart pgs. 79-81
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Social Studies Department Course Placement Chart
A student must achieve at least 3 of the 4 indicators in order to be placed into a course

Current Social Studies
Average

Teacher
Recommendation

LAL
Standardized
Test Score**

History 8 Mid-Year
Assessment/Marking Period 1
& 2 Assessments Combined
Average

Modern
World History
Honors

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
History 8 of
86% or higher

Teacher
Recommends
Course

Score of 40th
Percentile or
higher on
Placement
Assessment for
History 8

Score of 86% or higher

Foundations
of United
States History
I

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
Language Arts Literacy or
Modern World History
that is a 2.0 or below

Teacher
Recommends
Course

At or below 30th
Percentile on
10th or 11th grade
PSAT Critical
Reading

Score of “C” or below on
Marking Period Assessments
for Language Arts Literacy I or
Modern World History

United States

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
Modern World History
4.0 average or higher

Teacher
Recommends
Course

At or above
40th Percentile
on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

Combined Score of an “A” or
higher on Modern World
History Marking Period
Assessments

History I
Honors

* Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0 average in
an honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Current Social Studies
Average

Teacher
Recommendation

LAL Standardized
Test Score**

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
Language Arts Literacy or
Foundations of United States
History I that is a 2.0 or
below
Cumulative Marking Period
Average (Marking Periods 1
& 2 Combined) for US
History 1 Honors or 2
Honors that is an 4.0
average or higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

At or below 30th
Percentile on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

Teacher
Recommends Course

At or above 40th
Percentile on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

Combined Score of an “A” or
higher on United States
History I Honors Marking
Period Assessments

United States
History 2
Honors

Cumulative Marking Period
Average (Marking Periods 1
& 2 Combined) for United
States History I 4.0 average
or higher

Teacher
Recommends Course

At or above 40th
Percentile on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

Combined Score of an “A” or
higher on United States
History 1 Honors Marking
Period Assessments

AP European
History

Cumulative Marking Period
Average (Marking Periods 1
& 2 Combined) for Modern
World History Honors or
United States History that is
at or above an “A”

Teacher
Recommends Course

At or above 40th
Percentile on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

Combined Score of “A” on
Modern World History
Honors or United States
History Honors Marking
Period Assessments

AP Human
Geography

Cumulative Marking Period
Average (Marking Periods 1
& 2 Combined) for Modern
World History Honors or
United States History that is
at or above an “A”

Teacher
Recommends
Course

At or above 40th
Percentile on
most current
PSAT Critical
Reading

At or above 40th Percentile
on most current PSAT
Critical Reading

Foundations of
United States
History 2

AP United
States History

Marking Period 1 & 2
Assessments Combined
Average
Combined Score of “C” or
below on Marking Period
Assessments for Language
Arts Literacy or Foundations
of United States History 1

* Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0
average in an honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Current Social Studies
Average

Teacher
Recommendation

LAL Standardized
Test Score**

AP World
History

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
Modern World History
Honors or United States
History that is at or above a
“B”

Teacher
Recommends Course

At or above 40th
Percentile on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

AP United
States
Government &
Politics

Marking Periods 1 & 2
Combined Average for
Modern World History
Honors or United States
History that is at or above a
“B”

Teacher
Recommends Course

At or above 40th
Percentile on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

Combined Score of “A” or
higher on Modern World
History Honors or United
States History Honors
Marking Period Assessments

Teacher
Recommends Course

Current 11th grade
student must be at
or above 44th
Percentile on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

Combined Current 11th grade
Score of “C+” on Modern
World History Honors or
United States History Honors
Marking Period
Assessments/English Honors
Marking Period Assessments

Current 10th grade
student must be at
or above 48th
Percentile on most
current PSAT
Critical Reading

Combined Current 11th grade
Level Standard English or
Standard Social Studies
Marking Period Assessments
of “B” or higher on Modern
World History Honors or
United States History
Honors/English Honors
Marking Period Assessments

AP Psychology

*Priority given to Seniors
Current 11th grade
Level Honors English or
Junior Level Honors Social
Studies FINAL AVERAGE of
“C+” or higher

Current 11th grade
Level Standard English or
Standard Social Studies
FINAL AVERAGE of “B” or
higher
*Priority given to Seniors

Marking Period 1 & 2
Assessments Combined
Average
Combined Score of “A” or
higher on Modern World
History Honors or United
States History Honors
Marking Period Assessments

* Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0 average in
an honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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World Languages
ALJ is proud to offer French, Italian, and Spanish courses to meet the various needs and interests of our students.
All World Language courses are academic courses that reflect the same rigor and expectations within their
respective, comparable levels. While only one year of a World Language is required for graduation, students who
are seriously considering a four year college or university are strongly encouraged to take at least three years of
the same World Language. With World Languages being cumulative, the students will be instructed on how to
maintain a binder in their target language that follows them from one school year to the next as a vital
resource. Further, students will expand upon a list of phrases spoken only in the target language as they progress
from one level to the next.

LEVEL 1 WORLD LANGUAGE
FRENCH 1 (0228)
ITALIAN 1 (0244)
SPANISH 1 (0210)
**SPANISH LANGUAGE & CULTURE 1 (0200)
**AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 1 (0260)

Level 1 World Language courses are designed for the entry-level student. This level will cover very basic vocabulary
and grammar, as well as note some important cultural aspects connected to the target language. There is a select
list of phrases that will be introduced at the onset of class, and thereafter only referred to in the target language.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

**AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 1 (0260)
Students will learn about American Sign Language and Deaf Culture. Students will engage in conversation and obtain
information about Deaf Culture. Students will be able to present information and ideas through fingerspelling and
introductory level signs.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite: None
Placement Criteria: Teacher Recommendation
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**SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 1 (0200)
This is a beginner course designed to expose students to Spanish culture and initial language skills. This is an alternative to
the traditional Spanish 1 class and is available to classified, eligible students. The course is designed for students who
require additional remedial work to develop basic proficiency levels necessary to succeed in Spanish. Students will explore
the culture and language of the Spanish speaking world through a variety of hands-on activities, videos, and
roleplaying. Some reading, writing, and listening skills will also be developed.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite: None
Placement Criteria: Teacher Recommendation

LEVEL 1 HONORS WORLD LANGUAGE
FRENCH 1 HONORS (0229)
ITALIAN 1 HONORS (0249)
SPANISH 1 HONORS (0217)

This is a faster paced, more in-depth approach to the level 1 course. This level is designed to culminate with AP
Language and Culture in 12th grade when taken by 9th grade students.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: Please consult World Language Placement Chart pg. 87

LEVEL 2 WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE OPTIONS
FRENCH 2 (0231)
ITALIAN 2 (0250)
SPANISH 2 (0204)
**AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 2 (0261)

Level 2 World Language courses are at an intermediate level and are a continuation of the Level 1 courses. Any
vocabulary or grammar covered in the Level 1 courses is expected to be retained and will not be re-taught, but
rather, reviewed as part of the natural progression of the course. In addition to the key phrases used only in the
target language from the Level 1 courses, an additional set of phrases will be introduced at the onset of the Level
2 courses.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Level 1 Course
Placement Criteria: Please consult World Language Placement Chart pg. 87
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**AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 2 (0261)

Advanced grammatical constructions and vocabulary are introduced. Goals for the course include improved conversational
fluency as well as continued familiarity with American Deaf culture.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Level 1 Course
Placement Criteria: Teacher Recommendation

LEVEL 2 HONORS WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE OPTIONS
FRENCH 2 HONORS (0232)
ITALIAN 2 HONORS (0248)
SPANISH 2 HONORS (0205)

Level 2 Honors World Language courses are more rigorous, faster-paced courses that pose a challenge to students
truly desiring to master a second language. Greater emphasis is placed on listening comprehension and speaking in
comparison to a higher weight on the reading comprehension components in the standard Level 2 courses.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Level 1 or Level 1 Honors Course
OR
• Placement directly from Grade 8 Course into Level 2 Honors using placement criteria below
Placement Criteria: Please consult World Language Placement Chart pg. 87

LEVEL 3 WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE OPTIONS
FRENCH 3 (0233)
ITALIAN 3 (0251)
SPANISH 3 (0207)

This course is taught at the upper end of the intermediate level bordering on expert level. Level 3 courses will add
to the list of key phrases used only in the target language from Levels 1 and 2. Students enrolled in a Level 3
World Language should expect to speak very little English in the classroom, and should be comfortable with their
listening and reading comprehension in the target language. Grammar and vocabulary from the Level 1 and 2
courses is expected to be retained and employed by students.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Level 2 or Level 2 Honors Course
Placement Criteria: None
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LEVEL 3 HONORS WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE OPTIONS
FRENCH 3 HONORS (0234)
ITALIAN 3 HONORS (0247)
SPANISH 3 HONORS (0206)

Level 3 Honors courses are reserved for students who have excelled in previous courses in the target
language. Greater emphasis is placed on listening comprehension and speaking in comparison to a higher weight on
the reading comprehension components in the standard Level 3 courses.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Level 2 or Level 2 Honors Course
Placement Criteria: Please consult World Language Placement Chart pg. 87

LEVEL 4 WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE OPTIONS
FRENCH 4 (0236)
ITALIAN 4 (0253)
SPANISH 4 (0212)

Level 4 World Language courses are intensive and operate almost exclusively in the target language at the
expert level. Like the prerequisite levels before it, Level 4 adds to the list of key phrases spoken exclusively in the
target language. Students must have retained the skills from the requisite courses in order to be successful in a Level
4 World language course.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Level 3 or Level 3 Honors Course
Placement Criteria: None

LEVEL 4 HONORS WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE OPTIONS
FRENCH 4 HONORS (0239)
ITALIAN 4 HONORS (0252)
SPANISH 4 HONORS (0211)
Level 4 Honors courses are rigorous and should only be taken by those students capable of reading, writing, and
speaking the target language with confidence. This course is reserved for students who have demonstrated elite
performance in the target language in requisite courses.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Level 3 or Level 3 Honors Course
Placement Criteria: Please consult World Language Placement Chart pg. 87
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Advanced Placement World Language Courses
AP World Language Courses are intensive and reflect the fluency in writing, reading, and speaking that four-year
colleges and universities would expect in their freshman level courses. Students may be required to complete a
summer packet/summer readings, and any student enrolled in an AP World Language course is required to take
the AP Exam in May.
ALJ is proud to offer the following AP World Language courses:

AP FRENCH LANGUAGE & CULTURE (0238)
AP ITALIAN LANGUAGE & CULTURE (0255)
AP SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE (0216)
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Level 4 or Level 4 Honors Course (class of 16-17)
• Completion of Level 3 or Level 3 Honors Course (classes of 17-18 and beyond)
Placement Criteria: Please consult World Language Placement Chart pg. 87

World Language Course Sequences
9th Grade Entry Course
Level 1
Level 1 Honors

10th Grade Options
Level 2
Level 2 Honors

11th Grade Options
Level 3
Level 3 Honors

12th Grade Options
Level 4
Level 4 Honors

Level 2 Honors

Level 3 Honors

Level 4 Honors

AP World Language
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World Language Placement Chart
A student must achieve at least 3 of the 4 indicators in order to be placed into a course
Current World
Language Average

Teacher
Recommendation

LAL Standardized
Test Score**

Grade 8 World
Language: 86% or
higher
8th Grade Foreign
Language : 95% or
higher
Level 1: 3.3 or higher

Teacher
Recommends
Course
Teacher
Recommends
Course

Level 3 Honors

Level 2: 3.3 or higher

Teacher
Recommends
Course

40th Percentile or
higher on Grade 8
Placement
40th Percentile or
higher on Grade 8
Placement
PSAT: 40th
percentile or higher
PSAT: 40th
percentile or higher

Level 4 Honors
(16-17 is last year for
course)

Level 3: 3.3 or higher

Teacher
Recommends
Course

PSAT: 40th
Level 3: B+ or higher
percentile or higher

Level 4: 4.0

Teacher
Recommends
Course

PSAT: 50th
Level 4: A or higher
percentile or higher
Level 4 Honors: C or higher

Level 1 Honors
Level 2 Honors

AP World Language

Level 4 Honors: 2.3 or
higher

Current World Language MidYear Assessment/Marking
Period 1& 2 Assessments
Combined
Grade 8 World Language: 86%
or higher

8th Grade World Language :
95% or higher
Level 1: B+ or higher
Level 2: B+ or higher

* Students in an honors level course will be placed into the successive honors course so long as a minimum 2.0 average in
an honors course is maintained.
**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Business Education
All Business Education courses are one-semester courses unless otherwise noted. Full-year courses carry 5.0
graduation credits. Half-year courses carry 2.5 graduation credits. These courses may be used to fulfill the Financial
Literacy requirement.
Students are required to take 2.5 credits (one half-year course) in Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial
Literacy. All of the courses listed below may be used to fulfill this requirement. Unless otherwise noted below, all
Business courses are 2.5 credit semester courses. For students who are serious about operating their own business
and/or pursuing a career that will require four-year college or university courses involving business, finance, and/or
marketing it is advisable to take a sampling of these courses.

Elective Courses
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT (0510)
This semester course is a study of our American business system with an emphasis on information one will need to
know to work or manage his/her own business. Topics to be studied include our American business environment,
finance, marketing, communications, human resources, and challenges in the rapidly evolving business world.
Students will also have the option to participate in the Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) program
where they will have the chance to compete on the state and national levels at competitions around the country. This
course will prepare students for future business studies in college and entrance into the workforce. Students will
have a better understanding of the responsibilities of employees in different areas of the business organization for
their own future career aspirations.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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INTRODUCTION TO MARKETING (5503)
This is an introductory course in the basics of marketing. It is an exploratory course designed to introduce students
to marketing careers and basic marketing concepts. Students will learn what it takes to successfully market products
and use real-world situations to understand key business concepts. These concepts will include the core marketing
functions such as sales, promotion, product/service management, information management/research, pricing, and
distribution. Individuals in marketing occupations rely on various foundations such as economics,
communication/interpersonal skills, business management, and entrepreneurship to lead and make decisions.
Students will also have the option to participate in the Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) program
where they will have the chance to compete on the state and national levels at competitions around the country. The
understanding of these marketing skills used as a career choice or as a consumer will better prepare students for life
after high school.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING (0521)
This course examines the marketing of sports and sports entertainment, as well as the world of
entertainment marketing. Students will gain an understanding of the basic principles, and attention will be paid to
how these ideas are currently being used in the actual field of practice. Throughout the semester, students will be
engaged in projects that allow them to actively apply the ideas of the course. This course will examine the
financial and budgeting aspects of sports and entertainment marketing, and make a comparison to personal finance
concepts.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: Intro to Marketing
Placement Criteria: None

THE INFLUENCE OF FASHION ON THE ECONOMY (0527)
This course focuses on the influence of fashion on the economy, management, and merchandising. Students will gain
an understanding of the basic principles, and attention will be paid to how these ideas are currently being used in the
actual field of practice. Throughout the semester, students will be engaged in projects that allow them to actively
apply the ideas of the course. This course will examine the financial and budgeting aspects off f ashion on the
economy, and make a comparison to personal finance concepts.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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INTRODUCTION TO ACCOUNTING (0522)
The aim of this course is to introduce students to the basic concepts of accounting. Students will gain an
understanding of basic accounting skills, and attention will be paid to how these are used in the actual field of
practice. Throughout the semester, students will be engaged in projects that allow them to actively apply the ideas of
the course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMICS (0523)
The aim of this course is to introduce students to the basic concepts of economics. These include fundamental
economic concepts, microeconomics, macroeconomics, institutions and issues, and the global economy. Throughout
the semester, students will be engaged in projects that allow them to actively apply the ideas of the course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY (0512)
This half-year elective is rooted heavily in the use of the spreadsheets to conduct web-based research, track data, and make
fiscally responsible decisions when running and marketing a business. Further, students will use a variety of programs to
create marketing materials following specific guidelines and objectives. Other software packages may be used in this
project-based course. Students will work independently on a series of projects, each with provided parameters under a
number of criteria for assessment, in order to complete a portfolio of electronic assignments.
This course may be taken to satisfy the 21st Century Life & Careers requirement.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

APP PRODUCTION & CONSUMPTION (0513)
Students enrolled in this course will learn basic techniques used in the development of mobile applications (apps) and
subsequently how major companies and corporations use apps to conduct research and advertise among target audiences.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Geometry or Geometry Honors
Placement Criteria: None
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SHORTHAND FOR PERSONAL NOTE-TAKING (0502)
This course is designed for those interested in learning shorthand, improving their skill and communicating in classmate
discussions on a variety of shorthand subjects. This class is meant to inspire, motivate and fill you with a greater
knowledge of shorthand. It will focus on speed, efficiency, and privacy of note taking for high school, college classes, and
business meetings.
The lessons will cover the areas of shorthand learning such as, the alphabet and vowels, duplicate vowel sounds repeated
in other vowel groups, those few shorthand rules based on English spelling, writing rules, brief forms, a variety of
abbreviations, personal and business intersections, word families, word beginnings, word endings, spelling families,
punctuation, expert shortcuts and more.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisites: None

KEYBOARDING AND COMPUTER APPLICATIONS FOR BUSINESS AND OFFICE (0503)
Keyboarding is a one-semester course designed to help students develop speed and accuracy by learning the touch
operation of alphanumeric/keyboard characters. Students will work with the Microsoft Office Software Suite program, as
well as specific typing programs to develop proficiency in business office skills. Emphasis is placed on the following:
mastery of the keyboard with desirable keyboarding techniques; development of speed and accuracy; and proper care of
the equipment. Keyboarding is foundation for developing entry-level skills for business careers.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisites: None
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Advanced Placement Business Courses
ADVANCED PLACEMENT MICROECONOMICS (0540)
This course is offered on an alternating schedule with AP Macroeconomics and is scheduled to be offered in the 20172018 school year.
Advanced Placement Microeconomics is a course designed to provide students with a thorough understanding of the
principles of economics as they apply to individual decision-making units, including individual households and firms.
Students taking the course will spend time examining the theory of consumer behavior, the theory of the firm, and
the behavior of profit-maximizing firms under various market structures. They will evaluate the efficiency of the
outcomes with respect to price, output, consumer surplus, and producer surplus. Students will have an opportunity
to examine the behaviors of households and businesses in factor markets, and learn how the determination of
factor prices, wages, interest and rent influence the distribution of income in a market economy. Students will also
consider instances in which private markets may fail to allocate resources efficiently and examine various
public policy alternatives aimed at improving the efficiency of private markets.
Students will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam given by the College Board in May.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of United States History 1 or United States History 1 Honors
• Completion of or concurrent enrollment in Math Analysis/ Math Analysis Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Business Course Placement Chart pg.93

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MACROECONOMICS (0545)
This course is offered on an alternating schedule with AP Microeconomics and is scheduled to be offered in the 20182019 school year.
AP Macroeconomics focuses on understanding the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a
whole. Topics include economic performance measures, economic growth, and international economics. This course
and AP Microeconomics will be offered in alternate years.
Students will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam given by the College Board in May.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of United States History 1 or United States History 1 Honors
• Completion of or concurrent enrollment in Math Analysis/ Math Analysis Honors
Placement Criteria: Please consult Business Course Placement Chart pg.93
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Business Course Placement Chart
Students must attain 4 out of 5 of the following placement indicators to be placed into the specified course:

AP Macro/Micro
Economics

US History 1
Average

Teacher
Recommendation

PSAT Math**

US History 1 Marking Period
Assessments Combined
Average

US History
Average: A or
higher
US History
Honors Average:
B or higher

Teacher
Recommends
Course

50th percentile
or higher

US History Marking Period
Assessment Combined
Average: A or higher
US History Honors Marking
Period Assessment Combined
Average: B or higher

**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Technology
Students are required to take 5 credits (one full-year course or two half-year courses) in 21st Century Life and Careers
Courses. Any of the courses listed below may be used to satisfy those requirements. The technology curriculum
offered to students of Arthur L. Johnson allows students to obtain the appropriate college and career readiness skills
while offering an advanced curriculum for those students who are serious about pursuing a college major or advanced
schooling that will incorporate computer programming.

Elective Courses
COMPUTER SCIENCE 1: PROGRAM DESIGN, GRAPHICS, AND HTML (0326)
This one-semester introductory course exposes students to algorithm development, graphics, and modular programming.
Critical thinking and problem solving skills will be developed using the Microsoft Small Basic language. Graphics programs
will be written to illustrate important programming concepts. Students will also be introduced to the fundamentals of
HTML and web page design. The concept of event-driven programming will be explored using Javascript, which will allow
students to create dynamic, interactive web pages.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Concurrent Enrollment/Completion of Geometry/Geometry Honors
Placement Criteria: None

COMPUTER SCIENCE 2: PROGRAMMING IN PYTHON (0328)
Computer Science 2 is a one-semester course that expands on concepts learned in Computer Science 1. Students will build
on their knowledge of Microsoft Small Basic to develop programs in Python. They will be introduced to a wider variety of
data representations, including boolean variables and arrays. Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of eventdriven programming, and recognize how it differs from procedural programming. Students will use problem-solving skills
extensively. They will understand that the development of effective algorithms is essential to the programming process.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Computer Science 1
Placement Criteria: None
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INTRODUCTION TO JAVA (0350)
In this one semester course, students will be introduced to Object Oriented Programming (OOP) using the JAVA
programming language. The JAVA subset for this course will include: primitive types; arithmetical, logical, and
relational operators; String operations; arrays (one and two dimensional); the JAVA API standard classes; user-created
classes (implementation and revision); event-driven programming. Students will work in Greenfoot, a framework for
two-dimensional games and simulations.

This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Computer Science 1
Placement Criteria: None

INTRODUCTION TO ROBOTICS (0357)
The students will be introduced to the field of robotics through a hands-on approach integrating technology, the
engineering design process, and mathematics. Students will work towards building and programming robots that
perform automated motions and tasks. The LEGO robotic hardware and accompanying software will be a resource
that is used heavily throughout the course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Computer Science 1
Placement Criteria: None

INTRODUCTION TO GAMES PROGRAMMING (0353)
This class will be of interest to students who enjoy playing games on their computers or Xboxes, yet wonder what is
going on “under the hood.” They will learn how to create games with the Microsoft XNA Game Studio and by using
the programming language. The class requires knowledge of basic programming concepts.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Computer Science 2
Placement Criteria: None
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Advanced Placement Courses
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPUTER SCIENCE (0338)
This is an intensive, full-year course designed to reflect the rigor of a first-year, freshman level course in computer
science at a 4-year college or university. Since JAVA is a large and complex language, the Advanced Placement
Computer Science (APCS) course will focus on a subset of JAVA as recommended by the Educational Testing Service,
IEEE, and ACM. Only students serious about pursuing a career in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) field should pursue this course. Topics for the course include: relational logic and operators;
increment/decrement operators; the design and implement of JAVA classes; primitive data types (int, char,
double and Boolean); Strings; one and two dimensional arrays; binary and hexadecimal representation; JAVA
methods; sorting and searching algorithms; introduction to recursion.
Students enrolled in this course are required to take the AP exam in May.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Introduction to Java
Placement Criteria: Must meet 3 out of the 4 indicators in the Computer Science Placement Chart below

Placement in AP
Computer Science

Computer Science
1
B+ or higher

Introduction to
Java
B+ or higher

Teacher
Recommendation
Teacher
Approval

PSAT Math
Scores**
50th percentile
or higher

**PSAT scores/labels throughout this book are subject to change by the College Board
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Fine and Performing Arts
Elective Courses
CONCERT CHOIR (0706)
The objectives of this course are for the student to develop a deep appreciation for music and to attain a high
standard of performance. Membership is open to any student who is interested in singing. It is offered by
semesters, and may be repeated for credit. Performances and rehearsals outside of school hours are required,
and failure to participate may adversely affect a student’s grade.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

CHORALE (0708)
The objectives of this course are to further develop the vocal skills, knowledge, understanding, and appreciation
aimed for in concert choir, and to develop the highest possible standards of performance. Consisting of a small
group of students (mixed voices), chosen by audition for tonal blend and high musicianship, this course is open to
students with at least one year singing in a vocal group, and who can demonstrate a high level of ability to the
director. Performances and rehearsals outside of school hours are required, and failure to participate may adversely
affect a student’s grade.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12.
Prerequisite Courses: Audition and/or one year in a vocal group
Placement Criteria: None

CONCERT BAND (0713)
The objectives of this course are for the student to develop proficiency playing their chosen instrument, further
develop their musicianship, and obtain performance experience. This course is designed for students who have at
least two years of study of an instrument, or have been approved by the director. This is a full-year course and
enrollment in Concert Band will also allow students to participate in other instrumental groups (i.e. Pep
Band/Marching Band, Jazz Band or small ensembles). Performances and rehearsals outside of school hours are
required and failure to participate may adversely affect a student’s grade. This course may be repeated for credit.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: 2 years experience playing an instrument or audition
Placement Criteria: None
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CONCERT BAND/CHOIR HYBRID COURSE (0714)
This course is for students who are experienced Concert Band musicians and choir singers. During this class,
students will practice both instrumental and vocal musical skills to improve overall musicianship. Students will
perform as members of the Concert Band and Choir programs. This is a performance-based class, meaning that
students prepare musical selections for public performance. As a result, there will be some evening obligations that
count as grades, such as: Winter and Spring concerts, the Clark Winter Festival, etc.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: Enrollment in 8th grade concert band and choir or at least 1 year of high school concert band
Placement Criteria: None

INTRODUCTION TO STUDIO ART (0715)
(Previously Foundations of Studio Art)
This course is composed of three major areas: color theory, elements and principles of basic design, and drawing
and painting. A variety of media will be available. Note that Introduction to Studio Art is a prerequisite for further
courses in art.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

CRAFTS AND MIXED MEDIA (0717)
(Previously Introduction to Crafts)
This is a course in which students focus on developing their technical skills and their artistic process through the
exploration of various techniques used to manipulate a wide range of 2D and 3D media. Emphasis is placed on the elements
of art, principles of design, craftsmanship, and creative problem solving.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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ADVANCED CRAFTS AND MIXED MEDIA (0718)
(Previously Crafts 2)
This course will allow students who have enjoyed Crafts & Mixed Media to further develop their skills and creative process
through continued explorations of techniques and media used to compose and construct original 2D and 3D artwork.
Emphasis is placed on composition, craftsmanship, and creative problem solving
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Crafts and Mixed Media
Placement Criteria: None

CERAMICS AND THREE-DIMENSIONAL FORMS (0722)
This course includes ceramic processes of hand-building, wheel techniques, and glazing. Sculpture and other threedimensional processes are explored. This course may be repeated for credit.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Crafts and Mixed Media
Placement Criteria: None

DRAWING AND PAINTING (0723)
This course includes figure drawing, painting, working from nature and inanimate objects, and exploration of media:
acrylics, water colors, tempera, and pen and ink. This course may be repeated for credit.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Introduction to Studio Art
Placement Criteria: None

PRINTMAKING (0725)
This course provides an overview of printmaking techniques that may include the following: intaglio prints, linoleum
blocks, silk screening, collographs, and etchings. This course may be repeated for credit.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Introduction to Studio Art
Placement Criteria: None
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GRAPHIC DESIGN 1 (0736)
This one-semester course introduces and familiarizes the student with the principles of graphic design and explores
the technology aspects of the commercial art field. Students will visually solve problems u t i l i z i n g A d o b e
P h o t o s h o p and Illustator. Topics introduced in the course are typography, layout and design, and visual
concepts. Students will understand how technological systems function by exploring various computer programs
and tools used in the graphic design industry. Technology and graphic design history will be discussed throughout
the course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Introduction to Studio Art
Placement Criteria: None

GRAPHIC DESIGN 2 (0737)
This semester course is an in-depth exploration of the Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop programs and the principles
learned in Graphic Design 1. Greater emphasis is placed on color, type and images when resolving visual
communication problems. Assignments will be based on several ‘real world’ publications using advanced skills to
develop and create advertising campaigns. Research, design, marketing, and presentation will be further
developed. Students will also be introduced to digital photography, web design, and 3D Design & Printing. A digital
camera is recommended, but not required.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Graphic Design 1
Placement Criteria: None

APPLICATIONS OF GRAPHIC DESIGN: THE AD AGENCY (0739)
This class will introduce 2nd and 3rd year graphic arts students to the real life experience of running an advertising
agency. Students will create products such as logos, posters, playbills, ads, and web pages for the school community.
As part of this course, students will work individually and in teams to generate ideas and develop concepts with real
customers; will focus on the aesthetic, structural, and functional aspects of advertising product design; will compete
for advertising opportunities; will conduct meetings to discuss project timelines, and will ultimately create a product
for an authentic audience using 21st century skills.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Graphic Design 1
Placement Criteria: None
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ART APPRECIATION (0728)
This semester course is designed to increase student awareness of the visual environment while introducing a vocabulary
of critical and artistic terms. Students will become versed in a basic survey of art history and aesthetics, explore specific
artistic movements, and attempt to examine techniques employed in a variety of forms and media. In a classroom
atmosphere that is split between academic work and art making, students considering AP Art History in the future will
benefit from material covered at this level.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

PUPPETRY WORKSHOP (0726)
In this course students will develop their skills in language through their investigation of the art and craft of
puppetry. Shadow puppets, marionettes, and hand puppets will be constructed and manipulated around stories that
have been created by the students. Students will learn to work cooperatively through a sequence that will culminate
in a production. The production will instill a sense of commitment and responsibility. This one-semester course will
include a field trip to a local school, children’s hospital, or nursing home to showcase the production and may be
taken only twice for credit.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

DIGITAL PHOTO 1 (0362)
This one-semester course is designed to introduce students to the field of photography as an artistic medium, in
terms of its historical development and its potential. Students will examine the photographic work of many
of the most respected international photographers. Included are the principles of simple photographic theory and
photographic technique. A student portfolio and critiques of composition and technique are an integral part of the
course. Students are required to supply their own 35 mm and /or digital camera.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Introduction to Studio Art
Placement Criteria: None
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DIGITAL PHOTO 2 (0363)
This one-semester course is designed to allow students to work on advanced techniques associated with
photography. Students will work on projects exploring the techniques and style of a number of photographers and
complete an assignment examining one artist’s work in depth. Students will also attend a field trip at the
International Center for Photography or a museum retrospective. Portrait and special effects photography will be
emphasized, along with the advanced techniques to enhance images. Students will critique their own work and
prepare a personal portfolio. Students are to supply their own 35mm/digital camera.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Grade of “B” in Digital Photo 1
• Successful review of portfolio
Placement Criteria: None

ART OF FASHION (0732)
In this semester elective course, students will explore the history and process of fashion design. Students will gain skills
and knowledge of fashion industry standards through a focus on color, pattern making and illustration. Computer
technology is also implemented in the course. Students apply the elements and principles of design and create their own
collection as a culminating project.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Introduction to Studio Art
Placement Criteria: None

STAGECRAFT (0731)
In this semester elective course, students are provided with an opportunity to study staging and set design for school
productions. Students become familiar with forms of scenery and scene design and constructing model sets. They create
stage scenery and props and utilize special techniques for painting scenery. In addition, they learn how to operate stage
lighting equipment to create mood, special effects, and lighting patterns. Students also learn how to create special sound
effects for the productions.

This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None
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OPEN STUDIO/ADVANCED ART SEMESTER (0740)
This is an advanced course, which culminates the various sequences offered in the art program. Working from their
imaginations, as well as observations, students are challenged to perform at their highest level, and to continue their
investigation of materials, techniques, individual style and expression. Portfolio development, which may include
two-dimensional and three-dimensional pieces, is available for those who plan to continue their formal art education. A
museum/gallery experience is included as an integral part of the course.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12.
Prerequisite Courses: Students must have successfully completed at least one course from each of the 3 categories
below:
• Category 1: Introduction to Studio Art, Crafts and Mixed Media, Art Appreciation, Puppetry Workshop
• Category 2: Drawing and Painting, Advanced Crafts and Mixed Media, Ceramics and 3D Forms,
Printmaking, Art of Fashion
• Category 3: Graphic Design 1, Graphic Design 2, Applications in Graphic Design: The Ad Agency, Digital
Photo 1, Digital Photo 2
Placement Criteria: None

OPEN STUDIO/ ADVANCED ART FULL YEAR (0741)
This full year advanced art course is an extension of the semester course. Students in this expanded version are expected
to complete a more advanced, diverse portfolio. These portfolios may include two-dimensional and three-dimensional
pieces. Full year courses are strongly suggested for students who are interested in pursuing a future career in the arts.
This 5 credit course will be offered to students in Grades 10-12.
Prerequisite Courses: Students must have successfully completed at least one course from each of the 3 categories
below:
•
•
•

Category 1: Introduction to Studio Art, Crafts and Mixed Media, Art Appreciation, Puppetry Workshop
Category 2:Drawing and Painting, Advanced Crafts and Mixed Media, Ceramics and 3D Forms,
Printmaking, Art of Fashion
Category 3: Graphic Design 1, Graphic Design 2, Applications in Graphic Design: The Ad Agency, Digital
Photo 1, Digital Photo 2

Placement Criteria: Teacher Recommendation
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Advanced Placement Courses
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART HISTORY (0734)
AP Art History is designed to provide the same benefits to secondary school students as those provided by an
introductory college course in art history: an understanding and enjoyment of architecture, sculpture, painting, and
other art forms within historical and cultural contexts. In the course, students examine major forms of artistic
expression from the past and present and from a variety of cultures. They learn to look at works of art critically, with
intelligence and sensitivity, and to articulate what they see or experience. No prior exposure to art history is required.
Students who have done well in other courses in the humanities, such as history and literature, or in any of the studio
arts are especially encouraged to enroll.
Students taking this course will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11-12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Completion of Art Appreciation
Placement Criteria:
• Art Teacher Recommendation
• English or History Teacher Recommendation
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART (0733)

AP Studio Art is a year-long course designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of art.
Fast paced and intense, this class prepares students for the rigors of a college level art studio environment. AP Studio Art is
not based on a written exam: instead students create a portfolio (24 works) for evaluation at the end of the school year.
Portfolios may focus on two-dimensional pieces or three-dimensional pieces. The College Board and/or Arthur L. Johnson’s
Art department staff will evaluate the portfolios.
AP Studio Art addresses three major concerns that are constants in the teaching of art: (1) A sense of quality in a student’s
work (2) the student’s concentration on a particular visual interest or problem; and (3) the student’s need for breadth of
experience in the formal, technical, and expressive means of the artist. AP work should reflect these three areas of concern:
Quality, Concentration, (sustained investigation), and Breadth (range of approaches). Students develop an Advanced
Portfolio in conjunction with the Open Studio/Advanced Art class. The AP portfolio usually requires two years of
preparation. And, it is strongly suggested that the students enroll in Open Studio their junior year in order to complete the
breadth of work required of the AP art student.
Students taking this course will be required to submit their portfolio to the College Board in May.
Additional information on the AP Studio Art Program can be obtained by visiting:
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-studio-art-2-d-design
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grade 12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• Minimum of four previously completed art courses with the following recommended selections:
o Intro to Studio Art
o Drawing & Painting
o Graphic Design
o Open Studio
Placement Criteria
• Interview with AP Studio Art Teacher
• Art Teacher Recommendation
• Completion of summer assignment prior to course entrance in September
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Health & Physical Education

Each student is required to take Health and Physical Education each year in attendance.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
1, 2, 3, 4 (0800- 0803)
Physical fitness is stressed with emphasis on activities which have a strong carry-over value for adult life. The
successful completion of Physical Education each year a student is in high school is required unless the student
is excused medically. By State regulation, time devoted to Physical Education and Health shall aggregate at least
two and one half hours in each school week, or proportionately less when holidays fall within the week.
Required each year in attendance.

This 3.75-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

HEALTH
1, 2, 3, 4 (0810- 0813)
Over a four-year period, the Health curriculum course covers the study of many topics. Drug Education is one topic
required by the State in each Health Education course. Other major areas are: Health 1- structure and function of
the human body, drug abuse, nutrition; Health 2- driver and traffic safety education; Health 3- community health
problems and emergency health care; Health 4- mental health and family living. Required each year in attendance.

This 1.25-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 9-12.
Prerequisite Courses: None
Placement Criteria: None

Elective Courses
COACHING, EDUCATION, AND TEAM BUILDING

(0841)

This Coaching, Education, and Team Building course provides a unique curriculum for students, assisting them in creating a
healthy and age-appropriate athletic experience that supports the educational mission of our nation's schools. The course
will also focus on current events within the coaching profession. Students will leave this course with NFHS Certification in
both Concussion and Heat Acclimatization.
•

This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11 and 12 with an interest in careers involving
leadership and/or coaching.
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ADVANCED HEALTH AND NUTRITION (0842)
Proper nutrition can optimize fitness throughout one’s life. This course will help students learn practical tips on how they
can model and use proper nutrition for fitness and as a lifelong goal. In addition, strength and conditioning techniques will
be taught and implemented, designed for any individual with specific conditioning programs.
This 2.5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 11 and 12.
Prerequisite Courses: Health 9
Placement Criteria: Grade of at least a B in Health 9

AP Capstone
AP Capstone™ is a College Board program that equips students with the independent research, collaborative teamwork, and
communication skills that are increasingly valued by colleges. It cultivates curious, independent, and collaborative scholars
and prepares them to make logical, evidence-based decisions.
AP Capstone is comprised of two AP courses — AP Seminar and AP Research — and is designed to complement and enhance
the discipline-specific study in other AP courses. Participating schools can use the AP Capstone program to provide unique
research opportunities for current AP students and to encourage students to master the argument-based writing skills that
the AP Capstone program develops.

AP SEMINAR (0115)
AP Seminar is the first of two full year courses in the AP Capstone™ program. It is a college-level thinking and research skills
course that explores academic and real-world questions, problems, and issues from different disciplines and from multiple
perspectives. Special focus is given to facilitating student learning in collaborative settings, while motivating students to
think critically and innovatively about research questions.
AP Research is the second course that forms part of the AP Capstone™ program. If a student earns scores of 3 or higher in AP
Seminar AND AP Research (to be offered in 2018-2019) and on four or more additional AP Exams of his/her choosing,
he/she will receive the AP Capstone Diploma™. Please note that this AP Seminar course will be a prerequisite for the AP
Research offering in 2018-2019.
This Diploma signifies outstanding academic achievement and attainment of college-level academic and research
skills. Alternatively, if a student earns scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar AND AP Research only, e/she will receive the AP
Seminar and Research Certificate™.
This 5 credit course will be offered to students in Grade 11.
Prerequisite Courses:
Concurrent enrollment and/or completion of 3 AP Courses
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Career Education
Structured Learning Experience (SLE) (5549)
The Arthur L. Johnson High School Internship Program allows seniors to participate in paid or unpaid
work experiences or service-learning experiences. Students interested in different career areas can be placed
in work or service experiences with companies or organizations in the local area or within the school.
Experiences within the school can range from work with teachers at different grade levels of the school to
opportunities with the school trainer. Students can also find work experiences at various local businesses.
Other internship experiences include the opportunity to work in the fields of accounting, law, medicine,
government, law enforcement, hospitality, and much more. The Internship Program Coordinator and the
student’s guidance counselor will make every effort to acquire a position, but the student is ultimately
responsible for acquiring and maintaining a position. These work experiences are classified as Structured
Learning Experiences (SLEs).
The student intern program is offered as a half-year (2.5 credits) or as a full year (5 credits) option and will run
block 6. Grade 12 only.
All students will be required to attend an evening information session with a parent or guardian. Interested
students must also interview with the Program Coordinator and the Supervisor of Pupil Personnel
Services/Guidance and must obtain a suitable placement prior to the close of the school year. Students
admitted into this program are advised to take a business education course, but it is not required. Those
students not in a business education course are required to meet with the Internship Coordinator on a
weekly basis. The student must complete all necessary paperwork including a Student Training Plan before they
can begin the Internship program. Students will be responsible for transportation to and from the work
experience. Requirements:
• Time Sheet: The student intern must maintain the time sheet of hours spent in the workplace to be applied
for course credit.
• Journal Form: Student keeps written account of internship experience.
• Skill Assessment Evaluation: Business mentor will assess the student’s abilities in areas related to
NJCCCS.
• Record of Communication: School internship coordinator will maintain communication with business
mentor and student.
• Final Project Options: All final project options will include a career internship presentation during
which the student intern will display his/her final project and conduct a presentation on the career
internship experience, using technology such as PowerPoint.
o Career Internship Collage: Intern presents the career internship experience through a collage or
poster.
o Career Internship Portfolio: Intern presents the career internship experience through a portfolio that
includes work samples, photographs, and other items that highlight the career internship.
o Career Internship Term Paper: Intern writes a research paper explaining the career internship
experience, and some important aspects of the field in which he/she interned.
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Tomorrow’s Teachers (5552)
This full-year elective course seeks to provide juniors and seniors with insight into the nature of teaching, the
problems of schooling, and the critical issues affecting the quality of education in America’s schools. It is presented in
four themes: Experiencing the Learner, Experiencing the Profession, Experiencing the Classroom, and Experiencing
Education. This course includes a practicum requirement where students work under the direction of teachers in our
local elementary schools.
This 5-credit course will be offered to students in Grades 12.
Prerequisite Courses:
• 50th percentile or higher on both PSAT Reading and PSAT Math
AND
• Permission of guidance counselor or school administrator
Placement Criteria: None

Student Athletic Trainer
In an effort to assist students in their pursuit of careers beyond high school and college, a Student Athletic
Trainer program exists at Arthur L. Johnson High School. Student Trainers will assist the Athletic Trainer with
tasks in the training room and at athletic events after school. Such tasks include: preparing equipment for
teams, assisting students who are completing rehabilitation, stocking and replenishing supplies in the
training room area, and assisting the trainer during practices and/or games. All Student Trainers are
under the direct supervision of the Athletic Trainer and Athletic Director, and are not permitted to perform
specific medical tasks (i.e. tape ankles).
Students must apply, and will be selected, prior to each sport season (students can participate for more than
one season). Applications are available in the Principal’s office. Applicants must apply in their junior year of
school, and have at least a 3.0 cumulative grade point average.
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Special Education
Federal and State of New Jersey laws mandate that all public school districts be responsible for identifying, classifying, and
prescribing educational plans for pupils with disabilities from ages 3 to 21. Once a student is found eligible for special
education and related services, an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is developed. The goal of the Clark Public School
District’s Special Services Department is to provide the least restrictive environment for students, as well as the
opportunity for academic success, while promoting skills necessary to become responsible, participating citizens of their
community. Students are scheduled in the general education setting as per their IEP, and are offered the appropriate
supports as needed. In addition, all students are encouraged to participate in extracurricular activities to enhance social
and emotional growth.

Study Skills
Study skills instruction is available to classified students under the guidance of a special education teacher. The
class provides structure, techniques, and strategies to support students in their regular education classes.

In-Class Resource
In-class resource is a program option which supports classified students in a general education class. A special education
teacher works collaboratively with the subject area specialist in a co-teaching environment to develop supportive
strategies for the student.

Resource Class Replacement
Resource classes are available to classified students requiring a more intensive program. A special education teacher
provides appropriate modifications to the curriculum in a smaller group instructional setting.

Learning and Language Disabled (LLD-4 Program)
The LLD Program is designed to meet the needs of the learning and language disabled student whose educational goals are
met in a program that incorporates English, history, math, and science, as well as behavioral and social skills, functional
daily living, and community based opportunities.

Career, Community and Life Readiness Program (18-21 year old eligible students)
A community based instructional program offering students career exploration, recreation and leisure activities, and
independent daily living skills for 18-21 year old students eligible under Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) as
per their IEP.
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STUDENT CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
CHESS CLUB
The ALJ Chess Club gives students an opportunity to play friendly games of chess against their peers in a low-stress
environment. Students of all levels are welcome to come, as help is given to those who need it. We meet once a week
to not only play matches, but also to discuss strategy and tutor one another to improve our overall skills.

CRUSADER NEWSPAPER
The Crusader Newspaper Club is now "Crusader Today Blog" and it's exclusively online. Members write short pieces and
take pictures of school, sports and local events. These are posted to the Crusader Today Blog. Students can comment on the
events and continue a discussion. In addition, the blog can promote upcoming activities. The blog is linked to Twitter,
Facebook and the school website, as well as Tapintoclark.com. All students are welcome to contribute regularly or only on a
single event.

DECA
DECA prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs for careers in marketing, finance, hospitality and management
in high schools and colleges around the globe. DECA enhances the preparation for college and careers by providing
co-curricular programs that integrate into classroom instruction, applying learning in the context of business,
connecting to business and the community and promoting competition. We value competence, innovation, integrity
and teamwork. Membership is open to any student that is enrolled in a business class in the high school. We meet
regularly and our students compete in both regional and national competitions.

DRAMA CLUB
The ALJ Drama Club is an organization designed to foster an appreciation for theatre and to provide an outlet for all
theatrical creative types. The club’s main goal is to support both fall and spring productions on the stage, and to
serve as a viable means of creativity for those students who are interested in all aspects of theatre, not just
performing. Club members not onstage may be involved with publicity, costumes, props, set construction, and
running the house on show nights. Fundraising may include selling refreshments at both productions, “Kisses for the
Cast,” and chocolate lollipop sales. The year culminates with a trip to NYC to see a Broadway show.

DRAWING CLUB
Students have the opportunity to build up their drawing skill through practice and exploration of techniques and
media.
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ENVIROTHON
The Envirothon is a dynamic hands-on Environmental Education Program for high school students. Teams of students
who wish to compete in the state-level Envirothon competition explore different natural resource related topics
throughout the school year, including soils, forestry, aquatics, wildlife ecology and current environmental issues. As
they strengthen their background in natural resources, students practice working in teams, considering information and
differing viewpoints to reach a decision through consensus and teamwork. One of the purposes of this program is to
encourage students to become better informed, active participants in natural resource management and problem solving.

FALL PLAY
An integral part of the high school experience, the fall play employs anywhere from 15 to 25 students both onstage and off.
The play rehearses from the beginning of the school year in September to its performance weekend in mid-November. Past
plays include: The Female Odd Couple, Romeo and Juliet, Lend Me a Tenor , Play On, and this year Dracula.

FRENCH CLUB
The ALJ French Club gives students an arena to discover more about the French language and culture. We observe French
celebrations and take educational field trips to French-inspired locations. We also visit nearby French restaurants in order
to experience the world-renowned offerings of French cuisine. The club also supports the Change for Change program at
Christmas time by providing gifts for a family in need.

FUTURE EDUCATORS CLUB
The Future Educators Club allows students interested in possibly entering the education profession the opportunity to
actively participate in their community. Students engage in service learning projects, have the opportunity to participate
in statewide conferences, and explore the field.

GAMER’S GUILD
Gamer's of the world unite! This strategy board-game club fights the zombie apocalypse, takes over the island of Catan,
builds empires and drives them asunder. Refight the great battles of World War II, cure global Pandemics and have a great
time doing it. Club will meet during activity period.

GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE
The mission of the Arthur L. Johnson Gay-Straight Alliance is to combat ignorance and discrimination against LGBT
members of our community, and to promote fair and equitable treatment of all students by all students. Whether lesbian,
gay, straight, bisexual, and/or transgender, all members of the GSA share a common vision of social equality, and work
towards creating an accepting, non-judgmental environment in which everyone can feel safe being her/him/themself.
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HEROES AND COOL KIDS
This program utilizes the services of current and former professional athletes whose personal life experiences enable them
to train high school student leaders. ALJ students in grades 10, 11, and 12 are nominated by coaches and teachers to apply.
The nominees’ complete applications, and selected students are then trained by the athletes to mentor our middle school
students on important life skills, including sportsmanship, conflict resolution and positive lifestyle choices highlighting
drug, alcohol and tobacco prevention. The goal of Heroes & Cool Kids is to promote pro-social behavior in students and to
create a caring and disciplined school climate.

HISTORY CLUB
The ALJ History Club has raised over $4,000 in the past few years for various charities such as Doctors Without
Borders (a volunteer program designed to provide urgent medical care in countries to victims of war and disaster
regardless of race, religion, or politics), Coffee Express (a local fundraiser designed to send food, games, etc. to New
Jersey troops in Iraq and Afghanistan), and the Solar Cooker Project (designed to provide solar cookers to the women
of Darfur). In addition, our annual activities include a students vs. faculty basketball game, as well as movie nights
and competing in the New Jersey History Bowl State Championships.
We have traveled throughout the east coast to historical sites in New York, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C. and
Baltimore, Maryland. Additionally, we have taken juniors and seniors on a weekend getaway to Boston,
Massachusetts. The weekend is focused on colonial and revolutionary history, as well as the city of Boston itself. We
have also traveled internationally to places such as Japan, Greece, Germany, France, Spain, Ireland, Hungary, and
Austria.

ITALIAN CLUB
The ALJ Italian Club aims to provide students with opportunities to explore the beauty that surrounds the Italian
language and culture. We strive to promote an awareness and pride of the Italian heritage that surrounds students
within their community and beyond. Each year, we plan educational field trips to view exhibits of Italian artists or
visit monuments such as Ellis Island so that students can appreciate the struggles and triumphs of their Italian
ancestors. Additionally, our club gives back to our community by volunteering at our local annual Italian feast, as
well as participates in sponsoring a family through our school’s Change for Change program at Christmas time. This
past year, we designed and sold t-shirts to display our ALJ Crusader Italian Pride.

JAZZ CLUB
The ALJ Jazz Band performs at the Spring Concert and Teen Arts Festival. Our primary goal is to teach students how
to play in the Jazz style on their instrument.
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KEY CLUB
Key Club is a youth-service leadership organization for high school students across New Jersey and the world
sponsored by Kiwanis International. The values of Key Club are caring, inclusiveness, character building, and
leadership. The objectives of Key Club International are to develop initiative and leadership, to provide experience in
living and working together, to serve the school and community, and to prepare for useful citizenship. At Arthur L.
Johnson High School, we continually do some form of community service and/or fundraising opportunities. We
believe that community service is not just a one-day event at meetings, it happens every day, all around us. Activities
that we participate in are Stop the Clock, assisting at Freshmen Orientation, PTA Babysitting, assisting at
aftercare in the Clark Public Schools, inter-club activities with other Kiwanis Family Organizations, food and clothing
drives, and many fundraising projects to benefit other causes.

LANCE YEARBOOK

The Lance is an engaging extracurricular activity in which students have the unique opportunity to create a published
book, prepare a publication using the latest technology, run a business and record history. Students come to
understand the various types of effective writing, as well as strengthen their problem solving skills, improve
communication and manage a tremendous responsibility. The end result of the club is a completed school yearbook.
Student members hold various jobs including editors, writers, photographers, designers and business managers who
run fundraising, as well as sales. Students learn the fundamentals of journalistic writing, photojournalism, graphic
design, and budget management. The club focuses on the production of articles, pages and layouts of the school
yearbook. Students will ultimately gain an incredible sense of accomplishment, develop as a member of a team, and
expand their skills in writing and technology.
MARCHING BAND
The ALJ Marching Band performs and competes throughout the fall season at competitions in the Tournament of
Band circuit and at Varsity Football Games. Additionally, the Marching Band performs for community events such as
the Clark Winter Festival and Memorial Day Parade. The goal is to teach students high-level music and marching
techniques, as well as personal growth lessons through the activities such as leadership, responsibility, teamwork and
perseverance.
Students compete in the Tournament of Band circuit with three local competitions, the NJ State Championship, the
Chapter 10 Championship, and the Atlantic Coast Championship. There are also spring events which can vary from
year to year.
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NATURE CLUB
The ALJ Nature Club provides students with community service opportunities based on nature-themed activities. Our
main objectives are to provide students opportunities to explore the living and non-living components of the natural
world via outdoor, and other enhancement experiences at a depth beyond the normal curricular activities.
Additionally, we strive to provide students with a creative outlet using nature as a theme. Some of our activities
include our courtyard beautification project, which aims to design, plant, and maintain gardens, as well as designing
and painting a rain barrel. The club has also taken on the responsibility of designing and painting plant ID signs for
our school’s rain garden, as well as keeping up with its overall maintenance.

PEER LEADERSHIP
The Peer Leadership program is comprised of 45 of the top senior leaders within the school community. The program
requires the Peer Leaders to run Freshman Orientation and serve as liaisons to all new students that join the Arthur
L. Johnson community. The training for Peer Leadership is extensive. Peer Leaders participate in team building and
leadership activities, which include a challenging rope course. The Peer Leaders learn how to create harmony,
teamwork and collaboration amongst all students within the school community. With the information learned at
orientation, peer leaders use these skills in their meetings with the freshman class at various times throughout the
school year. These meetings include freshman orientation, stress relief, social media dangers, academic scheduling
and preparation, and skits performed by the leaders on hot topics in the school.

PEER MEDIATION
Peer mediation is both a program and a process where students of the same age group facilitate resolving disputes
between two people or small groups. This process has proven effective in schools around the United States, changing
the way students understand and resolve conflict in their lives. Changes include improved self-esteem, listening and
critical thinking skills, and school climate for learning, as well as reduced disciplinary actions and less fights. These
skills are transferable outside of the classroom. The process is voluntary for both sides. Peer mediators do not "make
decisions" but rather work towards a win-win resolution for both sides in order to avoid further trouble.
Administrators in charge of discipline incorporate this conflict resolution process into their strategies as well.

PING PONG
It is a nice relaxed environment for students to learn the rules and regulations of ping pong and it's a place for students of
all abilities to sharpen their ping pong skills and to participate in a variety of competitive tournaments.

THE QUEST
The Quest is ALJ’s own literary magazine. Our main purpose is to publish student writing and art in a magazine at
the end of each academic year. Members and potential contributors are encouraged to submit work throughout the
school year so the magazine can be ready to be sold during May and June.
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SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
The Science Olympiad is an international non-profit organization devoted to improving the quality of science
education, increasing student interest in science, and providing recognition for outstanding achievement in science
education by both students and teachers. These goals are accomplished through classroom activities, research,
training workshops and the encouragement of intramural, district, regional, state and national tournaments. The
Science Olympiad tournaments are rigorous academic interscholastic competitions that consist of a series of
individual and team events which students prepare for during the year. The competitions follow the format of
popular board games, TV shows and athletic games. These challenging and motivational events are well balanced
between the various science disciplines of biology, earth science, chemistry, physics, computers and technology.
There is also a balance between events requiring knowledge of science facts, concepts, processes, skills and science
applications. In addition, during the day there are open house activities, which consist of science and mathematics
demonstrations, activities and career counseling sessions conducted by professors and scientists at the host
institution occurring concurrently with the events.

SET DESIGN
The Set Design Team meets on a regular basis throughout most of the school year to prepare theatrical set pieces for the
plays and musicals. Students have the opportunity to participate in all aspects of set production, from conception to
performance. Guided by a teacher advisor, students will learn conceptual design solutions, construction and woodworking
techniques, the proper use of hand and power tools, and painting techniques. Often, students involved in Set Design also
attend Drama Club meetings, and are considered for induction into the International Thespian Honor Society.

S.M.A.C.
The Student Movement Against Cancer is a group of students dedicated to promoting cancer awareness and raising funds
for local and national charities to help find a cure, promote preventative practices, and help people that have been affected
by cancer personally. S.M.A.C. hosts numerous fundraisers and activities throughout the year, most notably the annual
school-wide Pink Out Day in October, as well as Relay for Life in June.

SPEECH AND DEBATE
The Arthur L. Johnson Speech and Debate team is a member of New Jersey Forensics League—a subsidiary of the
National Forensics League. Our goal is to prepare students to effectively compete within collegiate debate forums. A
robust alumni program has helped train current students using experienced mentors. We have had national finalists
invited to venues around the country and perform at prestigious universities such as Harvard, Yale and Princeton;
elements of speech and debate range from Lincoln-Douglas debate, model sessions of congress, to competitive acting.
With over eleven national events and two additional events specific to New Jersey, the program offers opportunities
to sharpen both performance and professional skills while building an attractive college resume.
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S.P.E.L.
The ALJ Student Prevention and Education League (SPEL) is about making a commitment to healthy lifestyle
decisions and enjoying the high school experience being alcohol and drug free. SPEL meets on alternating Tuesdays
in the senior cafeteria. A variety of programs and activities such as Natural High Events, Red Ribbon Activities, Great
American Smoke-Out, Alcohol and Underage Drinking Awareness, Kick Butts Day, and Relay for Life are scheduled
throughout the school year for members to participate in.

SPRING MUSICAL
The ALJ Spring Musical can employ anywhere from 30-50 students in mounting its productions which perform in
mid-March. The Drama, Music, Art, and Graphic Design departments are all involved and student actors, singers,
dancers, musicians, builders, and painters all work collectively to produce this theatrical production over the course
of four months out of the school year. Past musical productions have included: Little Shop of Horrors, Gypsy, Cabaret,
Evita, G o d s p e l l , C h o r u s L i n e , a n d T h e 2 5 t h A n n u a l P u t n a m C o u n t y S p e l l i n g B e e , a n d t h i s y e a r T h e
Addams Family.

STUDENT COUNCIL
Student Council is a student-led government organization that gives students a voice in determining school activities
and environment. It helps promote activities for the entire student body at Arthur L. Johnson High School, and
fosters a positive climate throughout the school. During each school year, we strive to represent the interests of the
entire student body, as well as review and respond to feedback from our peers. Throughout the year, we hold various
fundraisers and school functions such as pep rallies, homecoming, and teacher appreciation activities. Additionally,
we sponsor a number of community service activities such as blood, clothing and food drives in a manner w h i c h
brings the school and community closer together as a whole. Overall, we try to inspire school spirit within all
students and staff in order to create an atmosphere that promotes student involvement and pride.

SURREALISM CLUB
Members of the Surrealism Club explore traditionally surrealist approaches to creating pieces of art and writing,
demonstrating the imaginative possibilities of subconscious forces.

VIDEO CLUB
The ALJ Video Club provides students with an outlet to brainstorm, develop, shoot and edit various video projects
throughout the course of the school year. We currently have 15 members, and are always looking for more. We meet
every other week, usually on a Wednesday. Projects include music videos, short films, video public service
announcements and questions of the week for the morning show.
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HONOR SOCIETIES
Each honors society has its own application process contingent upon factors including academic achievement and
service requirements.
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

RHO KAPPA HISTORY HONOR
SOCIETY

FRENCH HONOR SOCIETY

SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY
TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY

SCIENCE NATIONAL HONOR
SOCIETY

ITALIAN HONOR SOCIETY

CRUSADER ATHLETICS
Arthur L. Johnson High School offers competitive interscholastic sports teams for both boys and girls. These teams are
members of the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) and the Union County Conference. Listed
below are the sports teams currently offered at Arthur L. Johnson High School.
FALL
Cheerleading
Cross Country (boys and girls)
Field Hockey (girls)
Football
Gymnastics (girls)
Soccer (boys and girls)
Tennis (girls)
Volleyball

WINTER
Cheerleading
Basketball (boys and girls)
Bowling (Coed)
Ice Hockey
Swimming (Coed)
Track (boys and girls)
Wrestling

SPRING
Baseball
Golf
Lacrosse
Softball
Tennis (boys)
Track (boys and girls)

Additional Student Services
The I.M.C.
The mission of the Arthur L. Johnson High School Library is to provide a collection of materials to implement, enrich,
and support the curriculum of Arthur L. Johnson High School, and to meet the individual educational, emotional, and
recreational needs of students, faculty, and staff. To this end, significant change has occurred in the I.M.C. Students
are encouraged to use the I.M.C. to support their academic success during each of their high school years, and to visit
the I.M.C. Homepage at:
http://alj.clarkschools.org/site_res_view_folder.aspx?id=22c56134-d4a9-43e7-a79d-bbc62b8163cf
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NAVIANCE: FAMILY CONNECTION
Family Connection is designed to serve the needs of students, and their parents, during the student’s high
school years. This invaluable tool has become the chief point of information from the guidance office, and is the
backbone of the college application process. The following information provides an overview of the program,
and answers common questions about Family Connection while covering the major features of the site.
Family Connection will allow you and your child to:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Learn about his/her individual learning style: For students in their freshman year, the
Learning Style Inventory is possibly the most important feature of Family Connection. Here,
students will gain a better understanding of how they best learn as individuals. Such
knowledge will help them to develop stronger study habits and perform better on assessments.
Get involved in the planning and advising process: Build a resume, complete online surveys, and
manage timelines and deadlines for making decisions about colleges and careers.
Research colleges: Compare GPA, standardized test scores, and other statistics to actual historical
data from our school for students who have applied and been admitted in the past.
Research careers: Research hundreds of careers and career clusters, and take career assessments.
Create plans for the future: Build course plans, create goals and to-dos, and complete tasks assigned
to you by the school to better prepare yourself for your future college and career goals.
Family Connection also lets us share information with you and your child about upcoming meetings
and events, local scholarship opportunities, and other resources for college and career information.

To visit our school’s Family Connection site, use your browser to connect to:
http://connection.naviance.com/alj/
When you visit the site for the first time, please enter your personal registration code in the New User box and
follow the on-screen instructions to create your own account. If you do not know your registration code, please
contact the counseling office for assistance. Note that you and your child may each receive different registration
codes, and that each code may be used only once. Once you have your own account, you will sign in using
the user name and password you chose during the registration process.
Parents and students will learn more about Family Connections in their freshman meetings, and when they
attend the 9th Grade Parent Meeting hosted by the Guidance Office at the close of the first marking period.
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STARTING OFF ON THE PATH TOWARD SUCCESS…
ONE LAST WORD ON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
As you can see from what you have read, within the school community is the widespread belief that each of
our students is capable of achieving great things. To that end, students are encouraged to begin their high school
career with a clear vision of what lies ahead. It is our belief that high school students should make an
informed and conscious effort to involve themselves in as many activities as possible, and to develop a
transcript inclusive of challenging courses in each of the content areas.
While we can assist our students in many ways, it is incumbent on them to make the most of each of their courses,
to study effectively and to earn strong grades. High school is not a time where parents should be absent from
the educational process. These years are far too important, and have the potential to impact students’ lives
tremendously. Parents should continue to speak with their children regularly about school, and to work with
their teachers and counselors when concerns do arise. With the introduction of the Parent Portal, parents
will be able to monitor their child’s grades and are encouraged to do so regularly.
PSAT results are used in freshman year to help identify areas where improvement may be needed and to help
to identify students who may be suited for more challenging courses. It is never too early for a motivated
student to begin to seek opportunities that will increase their likelihood of success on the SATs. To that end,
students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the College Board’s preparation options. It is
appropriate for freshmen to begin to receive and complete the SAT question of the day.
College bound athletes must be especially attentive to the regulations of the NCAA. The time to do so is early.
Parents of students who plan to continue to compete athletically at the collegiate level must take the time to
attend the information sessions hosted by the Booster Club, and to work closely with their child’s teachers
and counselors to ensure they are on the appropriate path for a successful future in athletics. Parents and
students alike should carefully review the NCAA’s Guide for the College Bound Student Athlete available at:
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org
Traditionally, students have been encouraged to record their accomplishments and involvement in extra
curricular activities on a paper profile they would later reference when developing a resume, and as they
applied to colleges or for career opportunities. As our use of Family Connection has increased, and our student
population has become more and more likely to use technology over a written record, students are encouraged
to begin entering their accomplishments into their Naviance resume early on. It is often difficult to attempt to
record information after too much time has passed. Doing so may result in the absence of an accomplishment or
an activity. Therefore, students are encouraged to make certain that you are recording into Naviance any
scholastic distinctions or honors you are awarded, as well as any school or community activities in which you
were involved.
Our promise to you is a partnership… one in which great success is obtainable. We are here to support our students
in every possible way and begin and end each day with the promise of an incredible tomorrow.
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AFFIRMATIVE A C T I O N
The approved Board of Education policy on Affirmative Action is as follows: Nondiscrimination in Education
Programs and Activities.
The Clark Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or
disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its programs and activities. Any person
having inquiries concerning the district’s compliance with the regulations, implementing Title VI, Title IX, The
Americans with Disabilities Act, or section 504, is directed to contact:
Affirmative Action Officer, Mrs. Doreen Babis
Clark Public Schools
Arthur L. Johnson High School
365 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066
732-382-0910 ext. 3333
Further information can be found in the Student – Parent Handbook.

Non—Discrimination
Board of Education policy states that the assignment of students to subject areas is to follow all pertinent federal
and state laws and regulations and such assignment will not be predicated on the basis of race, color, creed,
religion, sex, ancestry, national origin, social or economic status, or disability.
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