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Summer Assignment
2019
Students who enroll in Humanities Research must complete the following assignments before they
return to school in September. These summer assignments will be an introduction to the first year
of study in this highly independent and challenging course which will offer students the opportunity
to engage in high-level reading and research across the humanities disciplines.
Your job this summer is to read and research a variety of the humanities disciplines, so be sure to
read broadly, paying attention to the different “disciplines” within what we generally call “the
humanities.”

Disciplines we will study within the Humanities
o

political science/world affairs

o

philosophy

o

psychology

o

history

o

education

o

law

o

international relations

o

the arts” -- literature,

o

business/economics

music, performing/visual
arts

Your job this summer is to read 9 articles exploring a variety of these disciplines.
As you read, keep cover pages (see sample cover page on page 8) in your portfolio summarizing
each of the articles you read during your summer research. Summer work will take between 2530 hours.1
DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO BEGIN THIS ASSIGNMENT. You will be at a severe
disadvantage when you begin your class work in September, and you will likely get poor grades
on your summer portfolio project and presentation!

Most of the summer work will be done through the John Jay High School online Library Media
Center databases. You can access and log into the databases through your Internet/echalk
account. From the JJHS homepage, click on “Library Media Center,” then click on the “At Home
Access” button to log into the databases from home or other remote site. Use your school
username and password to log in at home.
As you work on this summer assignment, you should begin to understand the
following:
1. the nature of the study of humanities and the different disciplines included in humanities
2. how to use research databases
3. how to keep a portfolio/journal that documents your reading and research

Summer Assignment 2019
An overview and some guidelines
The following is an overview of how to build your portfolio as you begin to learn to
research. A special note: Past students have created HumRe I group Facebook pages so they

could help and support one another through this summer project. Try it!! Students said it was a
great and helpful experience . . . and they began to forge friendships that continued throughout
the year!
Build your portfolio:
Buy (reuse) and organize your portfolio. You should have 4 sections or tabs:
1. Research articles & cover sheets for each article: This section should include your
9 articles from the school databases, each with its own cover page.
2. Current event articles (no cover sheets necessary, but must be annotated):
Read/watch/listen to the news during the summer months. Several times a week (if not
daily), look at a news source such as the New York Times, NPR, Christian Science Monitor,
Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, or BBC online, (all available online); or Time,
Newsweek, U.S. News and World Reports magazine (online or hard copy). At least once a
week, print out and annotate* interesting news items you see. (See sample annotated
article on page 9 & 10) News should be “hard” news (political, international and national
concerns, social issues) – not “soft” news (movie star news, murders, robberies, etc.). You
will not get credit for this portion of the assignment if you print out or backdate a bunch
of news articles at the end of the summer rather than consistently paying attention to the
news during the summer months. You should have a total of 10 annotated news
articles in your portfolio.
3. To-be-read articles (articles that you plan on reading later in the school year):
These are your overflow articles. In other words, articles that were of great interest to
you, but you chose not to include as one of your 9 articles.
4. Potential research questions (at least 3 questions): Based on your reading and
research, create at least three questions about which you are genuinely curious and that
might lead to a research topic. Log these questions on your “Possible Research
Questions/Topics” (page 11) sheet.

Your summer work will become the basis of your first Humanities Research essay and presentation in
September, so enjoy your summer work, and find interesting information that will be exciting to share
with your classmates!!

* “Annotate” reading means “active reading” -- highlighting, underlining, jotting comments in
margins, etc. Again, sample on page 9-10.)

Research Choices and Procedures for 9 Articles
General Directions: Complete the following online reading/research assignments. This
assignment using the school library databases will prepare you for the high-level reading and
research that is required in this course. Echalk home access login is required: Login to
echalk, then, under “School Resources,” click “Library Media Center”; then click “Login
at Home” (on the left sidebar-log in with the same username and password you use to
log into the network at school),” and “Find: Articles, databases” to access the following
databases. (You may have to sign in using your school username & password again).
Download and print all articles as pdfs, or follow print button directions when you print
to ensure proper pagination! (If you have an access problem during the summer, call the school’s
computer center or library. I do not have the ability to fix login or database problems. You also should set
up a facebook support group page so you can trouble-shoot problems together with other class
members.)

Online Library Media Center Databases
1. You must choose 4 articles from the CQ Researcher database. Choose
from the categories & lists below. These articles are long -- but filled with lots of white
space (photos, charts/graphs, long bibliographies) -- so they not as overwhelming as they appear!

Assignment:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Log in using your school username & password and spend some time looking through the
database to familiarize yourself with it. Be sure to “browse by topic” and “browse by date.”
Then find the articles mentioned below. Choose 4 articles from different categories, and download
and print each as a pdf.
Then, read and annotate them, and finally, complete a “cover sheet” on each.
Be sure to file these in your portfolio in an organized manner, in the correct section.

(Note: You may find more than one in each category interesting. Print and save additional articles in your
portfolio for later use. ☺ )
If

you

cannot

log

into

CQ

through

your school login, try using this
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/index.php -- or search online for articles (by title).
Political Science/Social Science.
a. “The Presidency: Is the executive branch too powerful?” (11/18)
b. “Gun Violence: Have efforts to control firearms reached a turning point?” (7/18)
c.

“Election Security and Voting Rights: Is the ballot box safe from manipulation?” (10/18)

d. “Polarization in America: Does partisan conflict threaten democracy? (2/14)
e. “Future of the Middle Class: Is the outlook getting grimmer for average Americans“ (4/16)
f.

“Far Right Extremism: Can the government stem the threat of violence?” (9/15)

link:

Social Science/Social Issues.
a. “Issues in Higher Education: Should universities focus more on job training?” (10/18)
b. “For Profit Prisons: Should companies be in the incarceration business? (10/18)
c.

“Technology Addiction: Is obsessive computer use a mental health disorder?” (4/18)

d. “Immigrants and the Economy: Do they help spur growth?” (2/17)
e.

“Loneliness and Social Isolation: Do they pose a growing health epidemic? (8/18)

f.

“Women in Prison: Should they be treated differently from men?” (3/17)

g. “Bullying and Cyberbullying: Are schools doing enough to protect victims?” (2/18)
Law & Justice.
a. “Abortion Controversies: Will the Supreme Court restrict rights to the procedure?” (3/19)
b. “Restorative Justice: Can it help victims and rehabilitate criminals?” (2/16)
c.

“Privacy and the Internet: Can massive data breaches be stopped?” (2/18)

d. “The Fight over Net Neutrality: Are internet service providers becoming too powerful?” (3/18)
e. “Sports and Sexual Assault: Can colleges and pro leagues curb abuse by athletes?” (4/17)
f.

“Food Policy Debates: Should government regulate unhealthy foods?” (10/14)

Business & Economics.
a. “Domestic Poverty: Can stricter work mandates reduce the poverty rate?” (1/19)
b. “Trends in Philanthropy: Do wealthy donors have too much influence?” (3/19)
c.

“Prescription Drug Costs: Do research expenses justify eye-popping prices?” (5/16)

d. “Immigrants and the Economy: Do they help spur growth?” (2/17)
e. “Hunger in America: Should the government spend more on food aid?” (7/17)
f.

“Privatizing Government Services: Do business-run public services save taxpayers money?” (12/17)

International Relations/Global Affairs.
a. “China’s Belt and Road Initiative :Does it pose a threat to the West” (1/19)
b. “European Union at Crossroads: Will political divisions tear the EU apart?” (4/19)
c.
d.

“The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Can the U.S. still be a neutral broker for peace?” (4/18)
“Troubled Brazil: Can it overcome corruption, inequality, and recession?” (4/17)

e. “North Korea Showdown: Can a military confrontation be averted?” (5/17)
f.
g.

“India Today: Can it maintain strong economic growth?” (10/18)
“Africa in Transition: Can the sub-Sahara region overcome its challenges?” (2/18)

Science and Technology.
a. “Algorithms and Artificial Intelligence: Are they being used in harmful ways?” (7/18)
b. “Superbug Threat: Will antibiotics continue to work?” (6/18)

c.

“Emerging Infectious Diseases: Is an unstoppable global pandemic possible?” (2/15)

d. “Manipulating the Human Genome: Are Scientists Going too Far? (6/15)
e.

“Science Policy: Is the Trump administration harming scientific research?” (8/17)

The Environment.
a. “Global Fishing Controversies: Does Overfishing Threaten the Survival of Ocean Species” (5/19)
b. “Artic Development: Will tourism and oil drilling worsen climate change?” (12/16)
c.

“Renewable Energy Debate: Can alternative sources replace fossil fuels?” (3/19)

d. “Organic Farming Boom: Are health and environmental claims valid?” (11/18)
e.
f.

“Species Extinction: Is a mass die-off underway?” (12/17)
“Water Crisis in the West: Can the region overcome worsening drought?” (5/18)

2. You must choose 3 articles from the Issues and Controversies database.
Choose from the categories and topics listed below, but choose issues that are current or
relevant to today. This database resource has in-depth investigations of contemporary issues. It uses
a “pro-con” approach in covering controversial topics.

Assignment:
➢
➢

➢
➢

Log in using your school username & password and spend some time looking through the
database to familiarize yourself with it.
Then choose 3 articles from different categories, and download and print each as a pdf. Make
sure that your articles and topics do not overlap with those you chose from the CQ
Researcher database.
Then, read and annotate them, and finally, complete a “cover sheet” on each.
Be sure to file these in your portfolio in an organized manner, in the correct section.

(Note: You may find more than one in each category interesting. Print and save additional articles in your
portfolio for later use. ☺ )

LAW, JUSTICE AND ETHICS: What is the purpose of a society’s judicial system?
a) STATES' RIGHTS
b) DOMESTIC SURVEILLANCE/PRIVACY
c) CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
d) GUN CONTROL LAWS
e) POLICE BRUTALITY
f)

JUDICIAL ACTIVISM

g) SEXUAL ASSAULT ON CAMPUS

HUMAN RIGHTS/SOCIAL ISSUES: What is the responsibility of a society to its people?
a) WOMEN'S RIGHTS
b) PRISONER RIGHTS
c) NATIVE AMERICAN POLICY
d) REFUGEE CRISIS
e) ANIMAL RIGHTS
f)

ECOTOURISM

GOVERNMENT: What is the responsibility of a government to its citizens?
a) IMMIGRANTS & IMMIGRATION
b) HUMANITARIAN INTEVENTION (Syria, countries in Latin America and Africa,
Afghanistan, etc…)
c) HEALTH CARE REFORM
d) FOOD SAFETY
e) CLIMATE CHANGE/ENVIRONMENT
f)

TRANSGENDER RIGHTS

3. You must choose 2 article from the SIRS Knowledge Source database.
The intention for this assignment is to read articles in the Arts since you have not yet explored that
humanities discipline. Choose two articles from this database for your portfolio.

Assignment:
➢

Log

in

using your school username &

Renaissance.
➢

➢
➢
➢
➢

password,

and

click

on

SIRS

Then, click on the category/subject titles: Architecture and Design; Culture; Literature;
Multimedia; Music; Performing Arts; Visual Arts (different categories/subjects
AND NOT NEWSPAPER articles).
Choose the categories that interests you.
Then, select two articles. You should sort by DATE to find recently published articles
while you browse.
Print (pdf), read, annotate, and write a cover page for this article and file it in your portfolio.

A side note: You may find more articles interesting. Print and save additional articles in your
portfolio for later use.

Cover Page Sample
This sample is for a rather detailed article. Note the summary, key points that directly quote or
paraphrase ideas in the article. YOU SHOULD HAVE ON 1 -2 KEY POINTS PER PAGE AT LEAST.

Following are a few pages from a sample annotated article. (You cannot see
the student’s highlighting, only the annotations. Remember to highlight!)

Possible Research Questions or Topics
Based on your reading and research, develop at least three questions about which you are
genuinely curious and could lead to a research topic. List these questions below.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

