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Dear John Jay Middle School Families:
I write my final letter to you with a heavy heart. In reflecting on this past school year and my nine years at
JJMS, I wish to share what a pleasure it has been working with your children. I know I also speak on behalf of
the entire staff in thanking you for sharing your children with us.
Our students have excelled in so many areas this year – the arts, academics, athletics and co-curricular – and
we are extremely proud of their many accomplishments. Our spring concerts and Arts Night exhibits
exemplified the authentic student work and performances that we truly value at John Jay Middle School. Enjoy
reading about other student achievements in this edition of From the Middle.
I would like to personally thank all our community members who supported the middle school this year. Your
continuing support of your children and our school programs was critical to their success!
To our rising 7th and 8th graders, please check the summer reading list on the JJMS website under “School
Announcements” where you will find some terrific books to read. We hope that you will also enjoy quality,
personal time with family and friends.
To our eight graders, we hope you enjoyed your JJMS experience, and I wish you all the best at the high school
and beyond. This year I move on with you to the next journey!
Please accept my best wishes for a safe and enjoyable summer!
Sincerely,
Richard Leprine
Principal, JJMS
“Learn. Care. Lead.”

A LETTER FROM THE JJMS PTO
June 2018
Dear JJMS Families,
Thank you! We greatly appreciate our community of parents and guardians, teachers, administrators and staff members
who have donated their time, money, energy and ideas toward the efforts of the JJMS PTO during the 2017-18 school
year.
Your efforts have contributed to our providing positive experiences for the entire JJMS community throughout the
year. For teachers, we were able to fund enrichment requests to enhance student classroom experiences as well as a
staff appreciation luncheon that is always well received. For students, the PTO funded team-building and grade-wide
activities for 6th, 7th & 8th graders. In addition, the students enjoyed social events organized and funded by the PTO: 6th
grade Game Show Night and 7th & 8th grade Rec n’ Roll. For parents, we held informative presentations on organization
skills, understanding and coping with adolescence and vaping. A very special thank you to Jeff Tepper, JJMS Guidance
Counselor, who served as the guest speaker at two PTO meetings this year. Parents were treated to two exceptional
presentations based on his expertise and dedication to his students. This year we also enjoyed our first JJMS Day at Yankee
Stadium. Thank you to all who volunteered their time for these events.
The JJMS Garden continues to grow thanks to the guidance and hard work of Margi Corsello, a PTO paid consultant and
JJMS parent, the program continues to expand in collaboration with Home & Careers teachers and the Environmental
Club. Thank you to a core group of dedicated PTO parents, staff and students who have worked over the past three years
to put in place a beautiful working garden.
Our Spirit Wear Collection continues to keep our students in style while proudly showing off their John Jay spirit! Thanks
to the amazing spirit wear volunteers, Michele Gioffre, Rachel Clott and Lauren Grizzaffi who showed up at every school
event with exciting new apparel.
Another significant contribution was made this year through the JJMS PTO’S Parent Faculty Discussion Series entitled
“Mindful in the Middle.” The series was very well received and attended by parents and faculty alike. In collaboration
with JJMS teachers Mr. Mark Grossman and Ms. Kathy O’Neil, and JJMS parent Nicole Navarez the series focused on
helping our children, our schools and our community become more mindful. We will soon be preparing for next year’s
discussion series and welcome new ideas and feedback.
Special thanks is extended to our out-going co-president, Julie Walsh who has served in this role for 2 years and has put
forth a tremendous amount of her time, effort and energy toward making JJMS a better place through the PTO.
Finally, to our 8th graders who are moving up to the High School…best wishes to you in all of your future endeavors!
We wish you all a happy and healthy summer,

Kristin and Julie
Kristin Condon, PTO Co-President
Julie Ming Walsh, PTO Co-President

News from the Health Office
Updated physical exam forms with current immunization records attached are always welcome throughout the
school year. Keeping your child's school health record current supports us in taking optimum care of your child
throughout his or her middle school years. We can also exempt them from NYS mandated scoliosis screening if
their physical exam is current (dated after January 1, 2018).

Incoming 6th Graders
Please be aware of immunization requirements for 6th grade:
 Varicella – 2 doses, Polio – 4 doses*, Tdap Booster**
* - 3 doses only if 3rd is given after age 4
** - When child turns 11 years old.
Please submit proof of immunization as soon as this requirement is fulfilled.

7th Graders
Please be aware of a new immunization requirement for 7th grade:
 Meningococcal vaccine
This is also a year for mandated physical exams. Please send in a copy of your child’s most current physical exam
report (dated after Sept. 7, 2017) and updated immunization record as soon as possible. Physicals are due by
October 15, 2018.

8TH Graders
 Students must update their physicals if participating in a modified sport or if applying for working papers.

Sports
 Please refer to the Athletic Department website for instructions on modified (7th & 8th grade) sports
participation and sign ups.
 Physicals for a modified fall sport must be dated after September 1, 2017.

Medications
 All medication (including over the counter) to be given at school must have a corresponding updated
doctor’s order. Medication orders for the 2018-2019 school year MUST be dated after July 1, 2018.
Forms are available on the district website. Please make sure to check expiration dates on medication
to be held in the Health Office.
When dropping off or mailing Health Office paperwork, please make sure it is in a sealed envelope clearly
marked: Health Office. Mail will be held safely for us over the summer.
The Health Office will close June 22nd and will reopen August 20th with limited hours through September 1st.
Please call 763-7508 if you need an appointment to discuss your child’s special health needs and/or to drop off
medications and updated orders.
PLEASE DO NOT FAX OR E-MAIL OVER THE SUMMER.
Thank you and have a safe and relaxing summer!

Mary Mullaney, RN
Cynthia Mallon, RN

Counselors Corner
Sixth Grade
What a great 6th grade year!
We have enjoyed watching the 6th graders grow and develop during their first year at the Middle School. Our
students seem to have enjoyed their increased level of independence and have transitioned well to the rising
demands of John Jay, hopefully learning to better manage their time and self -advocate. Students have also
had the opportunity to explore and understand their Character Strengths and how these strengths can help
them navigate the world around them. We hope you and your families have a wonderful summer. See you in
the fall!

Seventh Grade
This has been a great year with my 7th graders. We have looked at character strengths, set character strength
goals and just recently spent a period doing character strength spotting. If we can spot character strengths that
others around us are using; it helps us to be more aware of our own character strengths thus making it more
likely that we will knowingly use these strengths of ours.
This recent lesson was a follow-up to the movie, Hidden Figures that all 7th graders went on a field trip to see.
In class we discussed the movie and what it meant to us, saw a refresher clip of movie scenes and then got
down to character strength spotting. We viewed short clips of the main characters in the movie and discussed
the character strengths that each of the characters possessed. Each student then wrote a response to the
question, “Which character in the movie Hidden Figures do you most closely identify with and why?” The kids’
responses were great and showed that they really thought about themselves and their character strengths. I
ended the lesson by giving all the 7th graders a task to do over the summer. They are to do character strength
spotting as they go through their summer and make a mental note of what they saw and learned. I told the
kids that I would ask them to tell me about their summer character strength spotting experiences when we
get back in September.
I look forward to sharing 8th grade with this great class!
Enjoy your friends and family – we’ll see you in September when you return as the student leaders of the
building!

Eighth Grade
We are sad to see our 8th graders leave the Middle School, but know they are ready and eager to make their
mark at John Jay High School. It's been a pleasure to watch them grow and develop both as learners and citizens.
Students are finishing up the year with final exams and a visit to the high school for an orientation where they
will tour the high school, meet staff, and hear from current high school students about student life. They will
receive their high school schedules on the portal in August. Have a relaxing summer!

6th Grade
ELA
What a great year this has been in ELA class! All sixth graders worked extremely hard these past several
weeks. They were all very proud and delighted to share their “This, I Believe” essays with parents and/or
siblings. We hope you all enjoyed reading and listening to these incredible personal belief essays, as well as
hearing them read aloud by your child. Along with this, all children took a time travel excursion to the
European Middle Ages and early Italian Renaissance. They sang and danced in true medieval style and form
with renowned artists-in-residence, Sondra and John Bromka – a duo known better as “Bells and Motley.”
To further enhance our students’ knowledge and appreciation of this glorious and innovative time period, we
also participated in nearby Caramoor Center for the Arts’ day-long simulation of a day in life in the Late Middle
Ages/ Renaissance. Additionally, we all read the book, Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!: Voices from a Medieval
Village, by Laura Amy Schlitz, to better understand the manorial system of medieval Europe and how it
affected the lives of those living in these times. The latter experience was so enjoyable and meaningful to the
students that the teachers decided to use the same monologue format to design our culminating activity for
ELA. By doing this, we were able to assess the students doing something that not only reflected the many skills
and insights they’ve acquired this year, but allowed them to be “in the spotlight” writing, illustrating,
and performing a variety of monologues.

Math
Our sixth-grade mathematicians became statisticians for the end of the year! Students generated interesting
statistical questions, then identified a survey sample. After questioning their peers and teachers, students
organized their raw data to analyze the range of data. Measures of center were determined along with
measures of variability. Students worked to create visual representations of the values. Dot plots were
carefully drawn, the IQR was identified, and using the five-number summary the students made box plots to
show the range of data. Meticulous calculations were used to find the MAD for the set of data. Finally,
students clustered the data to identify frequencies for their histograms. The visual representations clearly
showed our students’ ability to share their information using different formats. We learned all kinds of
interesting details about our peers and teachers, things such as: the number of doors in a typical home, the
number of hours of sleep a typical 6th grader spends on technology or sleeping, or reading… the average
weight of a backpack, binder, and height of a 6th grader. We had a lot of fun using our new math skills in a
creative format. Perhaps our 6th graders will design surveys to continue their statistics work over the
summer?
We hope our 6th graders and families have all enjoyed the year of learning and head off into 7 th grade with a
tool belt filled with mathematical strategies! Have a great summer from the 6th grade math team!

Social Studies
In Social studies, students in sixth grade continued their study of the ancient world with a stop in ancient
Greece- home of the Parthenon, mythology and the Olympics. Have you ever noticed that during the opening
ceremonies of the Olympics, the team from Greece enters first? This is to honor the fact that the Olympic
Games began in Greece.
Your child learned about the religion, philosophy and literature of the ancient Greeks as well as about their
daily lives. Ask your child to tell you about what they have learned about ancient Greece.
Upon completion of the unit on ancient Greece, students learned about ancient Rome. Students learned about
the many accomplishments and innovations of this great civilization. Among the accomplishments are the
development of the arch, concrete and most importantly, the government! Students learned that the ancient
Romans once voted for leaders to rule them. This form of government is known as a republic. In a pure
democracy, or rule by the people, citizens vote on every decision the government makes. Discuss with your
child whether the United States is more like a republic or a pure democracy.
We hope that you have enjoyed learning about the ancient world and its diverse civilizations with us!

Unified Arts 6

6th Grade Home & Careers
Students in Home & Careers finished the year learning basic hand sewing
techniques. They used creative ideas and materials to personalize an individual
project. Their projects required problem solving skills, as well as important
character traits such as perseverance, patience and diligence.

7TH

GRA

Team Grit
In Science 7, students rounded out the year finishing learning about systems. May found them learning about
their respiratory, excretory, digestive and regulatory systems. Students analyzed lots of provided data as well
as data they collected in order to find patterns to show how energy needs impact the body's response to
change. The unit culminated with students participating in a dissection where they compared the parts of the
human body to a frog. Our last until focused on ecology and the interactions between abiotic and biotic
elements of an ecosystem. Students examined how energy and nutrients are cycled through an ecosystem,
explored the various characteristics of different climax communities, examined different relationships
between organisms and examined how changes can upset an ecosystem a It has been an incredible journey to
watch their science skills of analyzing data, drawing conclusions and backing up their ideas with evidence and
real scientific reasoning develop since September, and I hope they continue to build upon those skills as they
move on to 8th grade and beyond.
In ELA, students completed the shared reading of Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. Through the dystopian
novel, they identified answers to the essential questions for the unit. Moreover, through inquiry and text
analysis, they were able to uncover pertinent themes, such as censorship, the negative influence of
technology, and importance of challenging the norms of a society. They concluded the unit with an
assessment, posing the question, "Which two characters had the greatest influence on Montag and how?"
Through the analysis, students were able to demonstrate their understanding of the text as well as their skills
in developing a thoughtful four paragraph essay.
The standard math classes finished the year studying 3 dimensional geometry, including the concepts of
surface area and volume of prisms and pyramids. The accelerated classes included spheres and cones and
then also reinforced some important algebraic skills, with linear equations, in preparation for their Algebra
course next year. A highlight of the month, however, was each classes' chance to finally test their kite designs
by flying them!
In social studies students explored how the Industrial Revolution exacerbated tensions between the North and
South, and ultimately led to the Civil War. In the process, students learned about the emergence of factories,
urbanization of the North, the growth and entrenchment of slavery in the South, and the geographic
expansion of the nation. Students ended the year with a study of the Civil War. As they enter eighth-grade
next year, we should feel confident that the students have a good handle on the seventh-grade curriculum
and will be well-prepared to continue their study of American history! Have a great summer!
What a great year! We hoped that the kids had as much fun as we had, and we thank them for all of their hard
work. Let them relax this summer because they've earned it!
Mrs. Balanda, Mr. Egeler, Mr. Ley, Ms. Guziec, and Ms. Swiatocha

Team Inspire
Math 7 has finished an exciting unit of hands-on Geometry lessons. Students have found the surface area and
volume of many 3-D solids. We have used our creativity and artistic skills to create drawings and maps to
incorporate math into the interdisciplinary team projects. We are using The Big Ideas textbook and online
videos as resources for review of important topics. Students should be reviewing every night for final exams.
Have a great summer and remember you will use math every day!
Science 7 has been busy learning all about the Human Body. They completed labs measuring heart rate, lung
capacity, and reaction time. The culminating lab was the frog dissection!! Students did a great job following
instructions and comparing the frog structures to those of the human. We ended the year studying ecology.
We focused on Food Webs, Ecosystems, and Biomes. As we complete ecology we will spend some time
reviewing for the final. All students should use their final exam review booklet to help them prepare for the
final exam. Good Luck Kids!!
English 7 ended the year by reading Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. Students persevered through the
challenging, complex story as they analyzed and discussed the sophisticated concepts presented in the novel.
As we read, we worked together to examine the figurative language and other techniques used by Bradbury
throughout his piece. Additionally, in an effort to improve our understanding, we read several articles that
connected to the novel and the ideas it presented. Our busy year of reading and writing will serve students
well when they make the transition to 8th grade ELA! Have a great summer and make sure to continue reading!
In social studies, students have investigated the reasons behind, and impact of Manifest Destiny. This was
followed by an evaluation of the events that caused the Civil War. Our last topic was the Civil War and its
powerful and dramatic impact on the entire nation, which some historians believe to be the second American
Revolution. The exclamation point on that unit is the assassination of Abraham Lincoln.

Team Unity
In social studies, students investigated the reasons behind, and impact of Manifest Destiny. This was followed
by an evaluation of the events that caused the Civil War. Our last topic was the Civil War and its powerful and
dramatic impact on the entire nation, which some historians believe to be the second American Revolution.
In science, the human physiology unit ended with learning about locomotion, regulation, reproduction, and
respiration. Our final unit was ecology, wherein we looked at such topics as food webs, the water cycle, and
symbiosis. Ask your child about the parasitic fungus that mind-controls insects, turning them into deadly
vehicles to further its reproductive aims! Or our own local nest parasite, the brown-headed cowbird, which
tricks other birds to raise its young!
Math 7 students studied Geometry concepts. The students applied basic area formulas, taught earlier in the
year, to surface area and volume. They applied formulas used with 2 dimensional objects to three dimensional
prisms and pyramids. Each student created a cube using one-sixth of their school picture face on each “face” of

the cube. Our focus was to understand why the formulas worked. My hope for the students is that during their
year in 7th grade math, they have developed a true appreciation for the beauty and love of mathematics, as well
as gained critical thinking and problem solving skills, a strong foundation for their future studies in mathematics!
7th grade ELA ended the year by reading Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. Students persevered through the
challenging, complex story as they analyzed and discussed the sophisticated concepts presented in the novel.
As we read, we worked together to examine the figurative language and other techniques used by Bradbury
throughout his piece. Additionally, in an effort to improve our understanding, we read several articles that
connected today’s world to the ideas presented in the novel. Our busy year of reading and writing will serve
students well when they make the transition to 8th grade ELA! Have a great summer and make sure to continue
reading!
As a culminating team activity, the students experienced a three stage escape room. Then we used this as a
Project Based Learning activity for the students. The team broke into four sub groups based on the subject area
of choice: English, math, science or social studies. They collaborated with their teammates to create an Escape
Room as a review of 7th grade curriculum.

Art - 7
In 7th grade Art, the students are currently working on a very challenging Printmaking Project.
We started the unit by learning about mandalas and subsequently students designed a mandala of their own
using images that are relevant to their lives. They are executing these designs by utilizing a technique called
block printing.
Block Printing is one of the oldest types of printmaking. There is evidence that this technique existed as early
as the fifth century BC and it has been used around the world, with roots in India, China and Japan.
This method of printing is essentially the process of using a carved surface, covered in ink, to transfer an image
on to paper or fabric. Block printing can be done with wood, linoleum, rubber, or many other materials, but
we use a plastic block for our work.
Images that are printed with this technique are typically bold and very colorful. You will see examples of these
beautiful projects when you come for Arts Night on June 4 th!

8th Grade
ELA
Grade 8 ELA classes have completed the reading of the classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee; as
well as an array of non-fiction articles that complement the historical setting and social issues that were
present during the 1930s in the United States. We have read and discussed some challenging social issues
that still plague our society in 2018, especially the reality of systemic racism. After analyzing the diverse
texts, the students were required to produce a response justifying why schools all around the United States
continue to include the novel To Kill a Mockingbird in their curriculums. Each teacher has required the
students to tap into their creative abilities and produce a group, partner or individual project that is reflective
of the important themes that are gleaned from the classic novel.

Science
Mrs. O’Gorman’s and Ms. Watroba’s Earth Science students have completed their study of astronomy
and meteorology. Our final topic this year was our Meteorology unit, where we incorporated concepts from
Geology, Astronomy and Meteorology to study Earth’s weather and climate.
Mr. Miller’s Earth Science class is ending the year uncovering the earth’s history, plate tectonics, including
the theory of plate tectonics – all 4.6 billion years! Ask your son/daughter what tools are used to
reconstruct the super continents of the past.
All Earth Science students reviewed for the Regents Exam by working on 15 minutes of old Regents
questions per night either in their school-provided review book, Barron’s Books, or on the Internet – links
to practice websites may be found at www.discoverearthscience.com and/or eChalk. Students took the
Earth Science Regents Lab Practical (hands-on) on Wednesday, June 6, while the Earth Science Regents
Written Exam was given on Thursday, June 14, in the AM.
All Physical Science students completed Physics and applied their knowledge of motion, Newton’s Laws,
and energy, along with a study of the sun-earth-moon system. We also reviewed Science concepts from
5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade in preparation of the NYS Intermediate Level Science Assessments that
students took on Wednesday, May 30, and Monday, June 4. Physical Science students took their final
exam on Thursday, June 14.

Math
In Algebra 1, we finished up the year learning how to use statistics to analyze linear, quadratic, and
exponential data sets. Although this Common Core Algebra 1 curriculum is fairly challenging, our students
worked hard and hopefully leave us with a deep, foundational, and conceptual understanding of algebra. The
NY State Algebra 1 Regents Exam was administered on June 12th.

Our Math 8 students explored rational and irrational numbers. They also applied the Pythagorean Theorem to
solve real world problems, and we proved the theorem in various ways in our classrooms. They ended the year
reviewing and studying for the final assessment that was administered on June 13th.

Social Studies
Social Studies 8 students have learned a lot this year. Besides learning more about the history of our nation, we’ve had
the opportunity to discuss current events, learned about how to write a claim for a history paper (for you parents, a
claim is what we used to call a thesis statement!) Students have analyzed many historical documents and have learned
to use the acronym SOAPS to break down a document for its Source, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, and Summary. All
skills that they will have the opportunity to use in the high school.
The eighth graders will be missed as they move on to the high school this fall. We feel certain that they are ready for the
demands of Global Studies in grades 9 and 10 and that they have a firm foundation for 11th grade United States History
and Government. In the high school, students will continue to hone their historical thinking skills and will have the
opportunity to take AP classes in the social studies department.

Health Class
Eighth Graders in Health have or will explore topics focused on puberty, self-esteem, communication,
healthy/unhealthy relationships, cyber-bullying, suicide prevention, sexuality & gender awareness, abstinence,
STI and HIV/AIDS prevention. A variety of guest speakers feature a more seminar approach to learning. Guest
speakers include high school students for the Prevention Awareness Council (PAC) and our H.S. Sexuality &
Gender Alliance (SAGA), our School Social Workers about Sexual Harassment, our School Resource Officer
Frank Secret, and the youth outreach educators from Hope’s Door.

Unified Arts

Art
Students in Art 8 have been working hard all year on a variety of media and skills. Early in the year, we
focused on color theory, color mixing and shading to create beautiful abstract drawings. The colored pencil
“tubes” show the students’ skills at utilizing monochromatic, analogous, and complementary color schemes to
create the illusion of three-dimensionality. There is brilliant display of color in the main hallway, featuring
these drawings, for Arts Night.
In the middle of the year, the 8th graders dove into a character strength unit. Character strengths have been
taught across the grade levels in a number of subjects. In art class, we discussed what the variety of strengths
are and how they help us in our day-to day lives. Students then focused on their own areas of strength, and
began to develop patterns that symbolize those strengths. Using the tools (patterns) they had created,
students then worked to draw an image that communicated their strength, both through imagery and

pattern. These black and white sharpie line are drawings are stunning and hung outside the main office for
Arts Night.
Finally, we spent the end of the year developing a collage. 8th graders chose a photograph, either of
themselves or a photo they took of something they love, with which to work. Then through a multiple step
process, they turned that photo into a drawing of shadows and highlights, coded it for darkness, translated
those into color, and cut and pasted until their collage was complete. Students chose colors based on the
color theory work we did in the fall. These images are stunning, graphic, and gorgeous. Please come take a
look in the main hallway for Arts Night, June 4.

Home & Careers
In H&C classes, students are actively partaking in a cultural culinary unit. Students prepare vegetables, boil rice
pasta and stir-fry for a taste of Asia! Students create three different Mediterranean dips, with one group
constructing Greek salad skewers. Students create filling for vegetarian and chorizo empanadas, while
preparing plantains as the empanadas bake! All recipes utilize wholesome ingredients, and some utilize KLSDgarden-grown vegetables and/or herbs! Students collaborate to create, followed by tasting and evaluations!

Technology
In Technology, students will be finishing their model rockets in preparation for launch day! During launch day,
students use various tools in order to collect data. This includes; the angle of launch from the launch pad to
apogee and the time the model rocket takes form launch pad to apogee. We then use two formulas in order
to determine the altitude of each students’ rocket.
In addition, we continue our robotics unit using LEGO EV3 as well as TETRIX. Students will use the LEGO
Mindstorms EV3 software in order to create algorithms. These algorithms are created to complete assigned
missions. The TETRIX uses a software program called Arduino (IDE). This software contains a text editor for
writing code, a message area, a text console, a toolbar with buttons for common functions and a series of
menus. It connects to the Arduino and Genuino hardware to upload programs and communicate with them.

WORLD LANGUAGE
Spanish and French
6th grade Intro to Spanish

Students finished learning about classroom objects. They are able to express their feelings and emotions using
the verb “estar”. Next, students will learn about food and beverages, be able to ask questions using
interrogatives words, and express which foods they like or dislike. They are very excited about this unit.
Students are encouraged and expected to use Spanish at all times during class; to ask to use the bathroom, to
ask for pencil or paper, and to use other useful expressions they have learned thus far.
6th grade Intro to Spanish (6A)
Students are just finishing the Activities unit. They are able to express likes and
dislikes. They can talk about activities. This unit of study would be our last unit as
the end of the year is quickly approaching. During the last week of May we will
begin our preparation for the culminating activities at the beginning of June.

Latin
Having written and illustrated their illuminated manuscripts, the Latin 6 and 7 students have turned their
attention to their final major assignment of the school year - composing and illustrating their own Latin
language fables in the style of Aesop. Talking animals and life lessons are at the heart of these stories, which
have been very fun to write (and read and hear). mirabile dictu!



Music
Congratulations to all on a wonderful series of Spring Concerts!
Mrs. Gambulos-Cody would like to thank all her students, Mrs. Fraczek and Ms. Leventhal for making her last
year teaching at JJMS so memorable!
For any students continuing in band and orchestra, please be sure to arrange for instrument rentals and string
size swaps now for your child in September.
If you would like recommendations for area rental companies or private lesson teachers for band and
orchestra instruments or piano or voice, please email us at:
* Jen Fraczek - jfraczek@klschools.org
* Elissa Leventhal- eleventhal@klschools.org
Have a happy and restful summer!

Physical Education
This spring classes participated in a soccer unit following the sport education model. Fitness testing was done
in the fall and now again in the spring. All classes have done the 1 mile run, pacer test, shuttle run, sit and
reach, push-ups and curl-ups tests. The students gave an outstanding effort during these tests. We will finish
the year with a mini badminton unit.

Library News
Hurray! The genrefication of the fiction books is complete. This was a huge project which should make the
fiction section more enticing and easier to use, and hopefully, increase reading here at JJMS. The section is
now divided alphabetically into 9 genres: action/adventure, animal fiction, fantasy, historical fiction, horror,
mystery, realistic fiction, science fiction and sports fiction. The historical fiction is now arranged
chronologically, so that all books from the same time period are together. Students and teachers looking for
their favorite genres or looking to expand their reading into new genres will find browsing a breeze!
Summer is a great time to read for pleasure and for knowledge. The Summer Reading Book List has
recommendations for both. It is organized by genre, with both old and new titles. The historical fiction books
will help readers with their social studies curriculum next year.
Both the Katonah and Lewisboro libraries have the list, and the librarians there can help you find these books.
Also, some are available through Overdrive, the e-book service, from the JJMS library webpage. To use the ebooks, present 6th and 7th graders should type in their first initial and last name. Incoming 6 th graders are not
yet in the system. The list is posted on the PTO webpage and on the JJMS library webpage.
There are no requirements-have fun! Find fun places to read-at the beach or pool, on a picnic, on a hike, in a
hammock, in a garden, in a tent! But also, remember, that reading for pleasure will help you with all your
school subjects, as well as other aspects of your life.

