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Dear John Jay Middle School Families,
We have much to be proud with our JJMS students. In the months of March and April our students
competed successfully in math competitions, Science Olympiad, and participated in Science Fair and
The Leader of the Pack musical. These are just a few examples of how students prepared well and it
resulted in terrific, hands-on learning experiences. Enjoy reading about the many student endeavors in
this newsletter.
Please know that the final Parent/Teacher Discussion event is quickly approaching! This school year
the focus of all of our discussions has been mindfulness. This month, we will be exploring the
relationship between technology and mindfulness. This night of discussion will explore how these
technologies can both help and hinder mindfulness for both children and adults. A portion of the evening
will be based on the results of a survey completed by students at JJMS that asked them to consider
various aspects of their "relationship" with their phones and gaming systems. We hope that this feedback
will explore how we, as a community, can be more aware of how technology may or may not be
helping our ability to be fully engaged in the current moment. Please join us on Wednesday, May 9th ,
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the JJMS library to engage in what is sure to be a lively, challenging,
and thought-provoking discussion!
Finally, as we approach the final stretch of the school year, we encourage all students to stay focused on
their academic work while also getting outside to play and enjoy the warmer weather. May and June
can be challenging months for students with testing and a faster pace. It’s important for young
adolescents to get enough rest in preparation for the exams and to also have time to unwind in the
afternoon. Let’s support our students in striking this delicate balance. Thanks for reading and enjoy the
much appreciated spring weather that has finally arrived!
Sincerely,

Rich Leprine
Principal, JJMS

A LETTER FROM THE JJMS PTO
Dear JJMS Families,
Welcome spring…finally! Despite the weather, the JJMS PTO has been hard at work coordinating
events for the remainder of the year.
The Class of 2022 apparel sales were a big success. All items ordered have been distributed. A big
thank you to Jenn Summer for organizing this for our 8th graders.
Our school supply packs are currently available for purchase. Please visit www.suppliestoplease.com
and enter username: JohnJay, password: jjms2018, to get yours today. This is not only a fundraiser to
support the JJMS students, but an easy and convenient way to get your school supplies taken care of
early! Deadline to order is April 27th.
Our garden continues to thrive! The garden is a little behind because of the weather, but seeds are finally
being planted. There are hundreds of plants in the Home and Careers kitchen, including mustard greens,
snow peas, basil, cilantro, dill, and parsley. They will all be transplanted outside over the next few
weeks once the weather warms up a bit. There are also jalapeno peppers which will be moved out in
late May. The Spanish Department plans to use the jalapeno pepper next fall. A special thank you to
our master gardener, Margi Corsello for her incredible green thumb!
On April 18, the JJMS PTO was proud to welcome back Jeff Tepper, guidance counselor, who spoke at
our PTO meeting. He discussed adolescence, what it is, why it’s important, and how parents can live
through it. Mr. Tepper referenced his 26 years as a middle school counselor and the book Get Out of
My Life, but first can you take me and Cheryl to the Mall by Anthony E. Wolf, PhD.
The JJMS and JJHS PTO’s co-sponsored a discussion on Monday, April 23, from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the
JJHS auditorium with speaker Liz Driscoll Jorgensen on “Delay your Gray”. Please see the flyer on
our website for more detail. It was a very informative and enjoyable presentation!
The JJMS PTO is seeking volunteers for next school year to become a part of the Leadership Team. This
team meets monthly with the administration and is instrumental in planning and organizing the PTO
events throughout the year. If you would like to become more involved at JJMS and are interested in
this opportunity, please contact Julie or Kristin at JJMSPTO@yahoo.com.
Just a reminder that families now have the option to donate to our on-going “non-event” fundraiser or
purchase directories, bus notes and JJMS spirit wear directly from the website. We now have a PayPal
account so that you can donate from the comfort of your own home or simply send in a check to the
main office addressed to the JJMS PTO. We are a 501c3 organization, and all of your donations are
fully tax-deductible. On behalf of the JJMS PTO, we want to take this opportunity to thank the families
who have supported the PTO thus far through both volunteer and monetary contributions.
Warmest regards,
Kristen Condon, PTO Co-President
Julie Ming-Walsh, PTO Co-President

IMPORTANT DATES FOR MAY AND JUNE 2018

May 1-2
May 3
May 4
May 9
May 15
May 17
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 25
May 28
May 30 – June 5
May 31

June 1

June 4
June 4-5
June 6
June 8
June 12
June 13 – 19
June 14
June 18
June 19
June 20

June 21
June 22

NYS Testing for Math
7:30 p.m. BOE Mtg.
3rd Trimester Interim Period Ends
9:30 a.m. PTO Meeting in the Theater
7:00 p.m. Parent/Faculty Discussion Series - Library
School Budget Vote & Election
2:30 p.m. 8th Grade Boat Trip
7:30 p.m. BOE Mtg.
2:15 p.m. Stephen Hill Assembly – Theater- 8th Grade
7:00 p.m. Band Concert
NYS Grade 8 Science Performance Test (ILS)
Spirit Day!
Memorial Day – No School
PTO Book Fair
PTO Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
7:00 p.m. Orchestra Concert

9:45 a.m. Dismissal
11:00 a.m. 5th Grade Student Orientation at JJMS
6:30 p.m. Rock the Halls Charity Concert
NYS Grade 8 Science Written Assessment (ILS)
7:00 p.m. Arts Night/Choral Concerts
Book Fair
Earth Science Regents Lab Performance Test
2:30 p.m. Faculty & 8th Grade Volleyball Game – New Gym
Last day of classes
Noon - Algebra Regents Test
7:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. - Local Exams - Early Dismissal
8:00 a.m. Earth Science Regents Exam
7:30 a.m. BOE Mtg.
9:45 a.m. – 8th Gr. Moving Up Rehearsal (Gym)
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 8th Grade Orientation at JJHS
2:00 p.m. Moving Up Rehearsal
7:30 a.m. 8th Grade Breakfast
9:30 a.m. 8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony – New Gymnasium
Grades 6 & 7 End of Year Trips – Lewisboro Town Park and Camp Kiwi
Grading Day – JJMS Closed to Students
Last Day of School
9:45 a.m. Dismissal
Parent Portal Opens

HEALTH OFFICE REMINDERS!
Phone: 914-763-7508

Fax:

914-763-6014

Alert from the KLSD Nurses
Two Major Changes from New York State
Beginning July 1, 2018
1. ALL PHYSICALS MUST BE NOW DOCUMENTED ON THE NEW YORK STATE FORM. This
form will be on the KLSD website as soon as New York State posts it. Physical Forms generated
from your pediatrician on their letterhead will no longer be accepted.
2. Physicals are now mandatory for grades: K, 1, 3, 5,7, 9 and 11 including all new entrants and all
returning entrants.
3. Please note that NY State has made some changes from the previously mandatory grades.

Important Memo
Students trying out for Modified Fall Sports (7th and 8th graders) must have a current physical on file
(after 9/1/18). Please submit an updated copy of your child’s annual physical and immunization records
as soon as they are seen by your pediatrician.
Dr. Corsaro, our school district physician, will be here in June 7th conducting annual physicals. Please
call us if your child needs an appointment.

Correspondence
We accept paperwork via fax or email.
Please send any messages or paperwork to both nurses at
cmallon@klschools.org and mmullaney@klschools.org or fax to 914-763-6014.

Cell Phone Usage
Students should not be texting parents and arranging for rides home if they are sick or injured. Students
must come to the health office, and we will facilitate communication with all parents. If your child texts
you, please redirect them to come to the Health Office to be evaluated and to make a phone call to you
together.

Thank you,
Mary Mullaney, RN
Cyndi Mallon, RN

COUNSELORS CORNER

Welcome Spring!
Counselors are busy scheduling students into their respective 2018-2019 grade level and helping
students prepare for the various transitions they will experience. The deadline for submitting
completed waiver forms in order to gain access to classes that require a teacher recommendation
was April 13th. Please feel free to reach out to your child's counselor with any schedule-related
questions.
The Counselors will be conducting end-of-the-year grade level lessons based on our current
Counseling Curriculum. Sixth and seventh grade will continue their exploration of character
strengths. In an 8th grade lesson, students will be reflecting upon their own strengths and
interests, and discussing ways in which to capitalize on these areas in various clubs and activities
offered at the high school.

6TH GRADE
MATH
Over the past eight weeks, 6th graders have been entwined in three main topics in the Envision
Math Program: rates, ratios, and percents. Students learned about ratios and how to use ratio
language to describe the relationship between two quantities. They solved real-world problems by
making tables of equivalent ratios, finding missing values in the tables, and plotting pairs of values
on the coordinate plane. Students used ratio and rate reasoning to solve real-world and
mathematical problems. They solved unit rate problems involving unit pricing and constant speed.
The students learned how convert customary and metric units of measurement. The last topic,
students learned about percent using a hundred grids, number lines, and circle graphs. They
developed an understanding of the concept of percent as parts of 100, found the percent of a
number, and found the whole given a part and the percent. Most recently, the students learned
how to find the areas of triangles, quadrilaterals, and polygons. They are able to compose or
decompose polygons into familiar shapes. For example, a parallelogram is composed of a triangle
and a trapezoid or two identical triangles. Going forward, students will continue to reinforce these
skills, especially as we dive into using nets to find the surface area of three-dimensional figures.

SCIENCE
Our sixth grade scientists have continued to investigate the tectonic plates that make up the
Earth’s crust and how the interactions between these plates shape and form the very ground we
stand on. Through hands-on modeling of these plate interactions, students have discovered why
mountains, and sometimes volcanoes or trenches, form when plates collide; how the friction from
plates sliding past each other can cause earthquakes; and how separating plates can form midocean ridges.
Our budding scientists also discovered that the driving force behind this movement, known as
convection, was directly related to their study of matter and density.
As our attention turns to spring, we will be investing the unpredictable weather patterns of the
season and what causes them. Students will be reading weather maps, modeling a vortex, taking
their turn forecasting the weather, and researching the exciting and sometimes extreme weather
that characterizes the season.

ENGLISH
Sixth grade ELA classes are currently reading Linda Sue Park’s book, A Long Walk to Water, which
tells two stories about the challenges of living in Southern Sudan over the past thirty years. As
students read, they are being challenged to explore how such themes as perseverance, leadership,
responsibility, and compassion are woven into Park’s based-on-truth stories. Along with the book,

students are analyzing nonfiction articles related to tribal culture in Sudan and the challenges of
living in African refugee camps.
In the beginning of the year, all sixth grade ELA students began a year-long vocabulary study with
the purpose of helping them to unlock more of the English language by expanding their
understanding and use of its words. Students have worked with nearly one hundred sixty new
vocabulary words so far over the course of this year and have recognized them in their daily
reading and used many of them in their writing!

SOCIAL STUDIES
Sixth grade Social Studies students are immersed in the study of ancient China. Chinese
civilization grew from a group of farmers living along a river. The next time you are travelling
through town, discuss with your child how geography often influences how a town develops. Talk
about how communities often start along rivers or lakes. You child should be able to tell you
reasons for this phenomenon.
In this unit, the students learned about Confucius, who was a great Chinese teacher who lived
from 551 BCE to 479 BCE. Confucius taught the Golden Rule: “Do not do to others what you would
not want done to yourself.” We were able to connect this learning to our school-wide focus on
mindfulness and character building.
Our next unit will be the study of the civilizations of Ancient Greece and Rome. We will compare
how they were alike and different and look at how those two civilizations influenced the
development of American democracy and government.

7TH GRADE
TEAM UNITY
MATH
Expressions and equations are a major unit in math 7. We have spent a significant amount of time
this year laying pre-algebra foundations. We used hands-on manipulatives, virtual manipulatives
and finally moved into the abstract pencil and paper problems. After the expressions and
equations unit, we moved into our probability unit. This topic naturally lends itself to hands-on
activities. Students tossed coins, rolled dice and learned how to calculate the probability of
outcomes both theoretically and experimentally. Since the students used probability in their
genetics unit, it was a perfect opportunity to illustrate the application of math in science.

SCIENCE
With Mr. Stathis in science, we completed our Genetics unit. Often cited as their favorite unit
by the end of the year, the kids mastered autosomal Punnett squares, the dynamics of sex-linked
genes such as color blindness, and the molecular structure of deoxyribonucleic acid—aka DNA.
Currently, we’re in our Human Physiology unit, learning human body structures and their functions.
This past week, we simulated a sneeze-based viral infection spreading through the class. We used
some fun chemistry to do this—the hot pink of the chemical phenolphthalein gave them positive
test results!

ENGLISH
In ELA, students recently completed their persuasive essays in which they argued for or against
homework, later school start times, and year-round school. The students gathered research and
evidence from several articles to support their position and then applied various persuasive
techniques to construct a convincing argument. We have recently started reading a variety of
short stories and articles that align with Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451. The short stories
present similar themes and the articles describe some of the complex concepts presented by the
novel. Both types of texts are providing students with valuable background knowledge that will
help them understand the characters and events in the story. As we read the novel, we will be
focusing on the characteristics of dystopian fiction as well as employing close reading strategies
to aide our comprehension of the text. Furthermore, we will be delving into the messages Bradbury
conveys through the characters and plot of the story and will consider how some messages may
apply to today’s society.

SOCIAL STUDIES
In social studies, we concluded our study of the creation, application and use of the Constitution.
Students then investigated the origins of the “New Nation,” including Washington’s leadership,
difficulties facing the nation and solutions to those problems. Using current events, we have been
able to make connections between past events and present day concerns and actions. Recently,
students have begun to research significant events related to industrialization, growth of cities,
westward expansion and sectionalism.

TEAM INSPIRE
MATH
In all math classes, we completed the study of Circles. Students enjoyed our Pi Day Activity
(3.14). Many students used this opportunity to be creative for a fun day in math class. For the
remainder of the month of April, we will continue working in the unit of Probability and Statistics.
Students should be completing homework on a consistent basis in order to finish this year strongly
in math class. With so many snow days, we have persevered and rescheduled many of our lessons
and assessments. Thank you to the parents and students for being flexible and understanding
during this time. Please be reminded that all Tests and Quizzes should be corrected and signed
by a parent. This counts as a homework assignment. Information to be aware of for scheduling
purposes: The NYS Math 7 Assessments will be administered on May 1-2.

SCIENCE
In science, students have completed their study of Charles Darwin and Natural Selection. We are
beginning our study of the structure and function of the human body systems and diseases that
affect the functioning of these systems. We will begin with the human circulatory and respiratory
systems. Class activities will include laboratory experiences including: So Much Blood, Pig Heart
Dissection, Making a Model of the Human Respiratory System, Lung Capacity, Urinalysis, and
Reaction Time. Web searches, Power Point presentations, and organ examples will also be used in
the classroom.

ENGLISH
In ELA, the 7th grade students recently completed their Persuasive Essays in which they argued
for or against homework, later school start times, and animal testing. The students gathered
research and evidence from several articles to support their position and then applied various
persuasive techniques to construct a convincing argument. We have recently started reading Ray
Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 and are focusing on the characteristics of dystopian fiction as well as
employing close reading strategies to aid our comprehension of the text. As we read, we will be

delving into the messages Bradbury conveys through the characters and plot of the story and
considering how some messages may apply to today’s society.

SOCIAL STUDIES
In social studies, students are learning about the early years of our nation. They are studying
the creation of political parties and the growing differences between the North and the
South. Students enjoyed listening to selections from Hamilton as we wrapped up our study of the
first Treasury Secretary. We will be analyzing primary and secondary sources as we learn more
about Manifest Destiny and westward expansion. Students are also working on a new research
project. They are studying a topic of their own choosing in US History between 1783 and 1865.

TEAM GRIT
The year has been going well over here in the Team Grit hallway. Here's what the students have
been up to....

MATH
For the spring, Mr. Egeler’s Math classes will complete their study of Probability, including
statistical analysis. The remainder of the school year brings the worlds of Algebra and Geometry.
We will be creating kites as one of our projects, discovering the importance of symmetry as well
as the properties of quadrilaterals. The students are looking forward to flying them, as well as
testing their designs. Our accelerated students will be working on three-dimensional geometry as
well as some solving of advanced algebraic equations. All 7th grade students will be taking the
New York State Common Core Mathematics Exam in the first week of May.

SCIENCE
Science has seen students finishing their studies of Genetics and Evolution and beginning their
study of Human Anatomy. During the unit on Evolution, students worked on analyzing various forms
of data such as pictures, graphs, and texts to find patterns and used evidence and reasoning to
support their claims. Students examined and/or modeled several case studies to show how
populations changed from a common ancestor due to changes in the environment favoring some
traits over others. As the month closes out, we will begin their study of the human body by
examining the circulatory system. Students will examine a pig heart and gather data on the
effects of exercise on their own pulse. Overall, the team is showing significant improvements in
their ability to argue from evidence gathered during their many lab and activity investigations.

ENGLISH
In ELA, the students completed the study of non-fiction texts in order to identify techniques
used by persuasive writers. Having read famous speeches, editorials, op-eds, and various other
non-fiction texts, students implemented the effective methods of persuasion in their own pieces.
Thereafter, students began the class read of Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury, focusing on
censorship and technology in the dystopian novel.

SOCIAL STUDIES
In social studies, students finished studying the federal government, its powers, and its
limitations. Our next step is the Industrial Revolution, the growth of American Exceptionalism,
and ultimately what many kids have been waiting for... the Civil War! We are also looking forward
to having our former Congresswoman Sue Kelley speak to the class about her experiences running
for and serving in Congress.

8TH GRADE
MATH
Our Math 8 students just completed a unit to determine the volume of geometric shapes. We have
just begun working on statistical analysis, where students are graphing and interpreting the
meaning of various data. In this short unit, students are once again applying their knowledge of
linear functions to write equations of lines. Our work will next take us to understanding the real
number system and rational numbers more deeply.
Our Algebra 1 students are completing an extensive unit involving quadratic functions. Students
are learning to solve problems modeled by quadratic equations using a variety of methods. In our
next unit of study, students will be exploring statistical concepts. Our students have also been
learning the remaining portion of the 8th grade math curriculum throughout the year, and they are
currently learning the 8th grade transformational geometry unit.

SCIENCE
Mrs. O’Gorman’s and Ms. Watroba’s Earth Science students are wrapping up our study of Earth’s
Geologic Processes – specifically Earthquakes, Geologic History, Mountain Building and how all of
the geologic processes that we’ve studied create the Landscapes that we see all over the Earth.
The students have learned how to locate the epicenter of an earthquake using seismogram data,

how Geologists inferred the structure and composition of the layers of the Earth by using seismic
data, and now know how to date rock’s ages both relatively (using the rules of relative dating) and
absolutely (using half-life). In April, we began our highly anticipated Astronomy unit, and
therefore, students should begin going outside in the afternoon and evening to make observations
of the sun, moon, and stars!
Mr. Miller’s Earth Science students are working to understand a variety of forces – mass
movement events (i.e., landslides), rivers, glaciers, ocean wave action, wind, and groundwater –
that act on (or just below) earth’s surface. Specifically, students have learned that all weathering,
erosion, and deposition processes (both naturally occurring and human-influenced) are constantly
reworking the surface landscape of earth. In April, students will close our rock unit examining
sedimentary and metamorphic rocks, followed by work on plate tectonics and our amazing dynamic
planet (i.e., volcanoes and earthquakes)!
In all Earth Science classes, it is important that students begin spending 15 minutes per night
working in their school-supplied review book, Barron’s review book, or on the internet (see links
under “regents review” at www.discoverearthscience.com), as well as, eChalk resources to prepare
for the Earth Science Regents Exam in June. Routine extra help for all students is encouraged.
Physical Science students have completed their study of the Chemistry of Matter and are now
studying how matter moves in our Physics unit – concepts include motion, forces and energy. As
a culminating project in May and June, students will apply what they learn in the Motion and Forces
Units to build a sailboat for the 17th annual 8th Grade Sailboat races. They will determine the
forces that act on the boat and calculate their speed in time trials. Boats will then go head-tohead in their class races. An overall 8th grade winner will be deemed the fastest boat in the 8th
grade! We will continue to prepare to take the Intermediate Level Science (ILS) Exam in May
and June (the exam contains 2 parts: a laboratory and written component). We will learn new
concepts in Earth Science with a focus on Astronomy, and review concepts that students learned
in Earth Science and Life Science from 6th and 7th grades.

ENGLISH
Grade 8 ELA classes have completed their rigorous editorials, which were part of the Nonfiction
Persuasive Writing Module, and are now reading the classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper
Lee.
Students are deeply involved in the text and the time period of The Great Depression,
beginning to analyze the novel’s diverse characters, conflicts and universal themes. The students
are reading an array of non-fiction articles, letters and firsthand accounts of events in our
nation’s history, specifically the Scottsboro Boys Trial. These texts will allow them to draw
greater and deeper connections between the novel and our lives as Americans.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Eighth grade Social Studies students have been studying the early twentieth century. From the
trenches of World War I, to the flappers of the Roaring Twenties, to the soup lines of the Great
Depression, students have glimpsed the important people and events of their great-grandparent’s
day. They have also had a chance to dig deeper into the important issues of the time period and
attempt, through the careful reading and analysis of primary and secondary sources, to answer
questions about the responsibilities that government has to its citizens and how our economy
works. Soon students will be learning about the Second World War and the post-War era that
shaped their parents and grandparents. Please take the time to ask them about their studies, and
discuss how your family history is tied to the history they learn in school.

UNIFIED ARTS
Unified Arts 7
ART

In 7th grade Art, the students are currently working on a very challenging Printmaking Project.
We started the unit by learning about mandalas and subsequently students designed a mandala of
their own using images that are relevant to their lives. They are executing these designs by
utilizing a technique called block printing.
Block Printing is one of the oldest types of printmaking. There is evidence that this technique
existed as early as the fifth century BC and it has been used around the world, with roots in India,
China and Japan.
This method of printing is essentially the process of using a carved surface, covered in ink, to
transfer an image on to paper or fabric. Block printing can be done with wood, linoleum, rubber,
or many other materials, but we use a plastic block for our work.
Images that are printed with this technique are typically bold and very colorful. You will see
examples of these beautiful projects when you come for Arts Night on June 4th!

HOME AND CAREERS

Working with recycled materials and basic supplies,
The students have become
DESIGNERS AND MAKERS!
Students in Home and Careers are learning and practicing design-thinking skills and strategies
they can apply inside and outside of the classroom. Why Design Thinking? Evidence has shown
Design Thinking prepares students to use their abilities to create a better world through
innovation, creativity, and problem solving. Throughout the designing and making process
students have opportunities to practice valuable skills: they work collaboratively, innovate, create,
communicate, assess and evaluate. So far, they have proven themselves to be thoughtful, capable
problem solvers!
The first step in any design process is considering the primary users, their needs and their
challenges. For this step we are using a selection of archetypical characters from
the “Extraordinaires Design Studio” a fanciful tool which combines experimental learning and
creative thinking.
Once students identify the needs of their character, they “ideate” (aka : brainstorm), then sketch
to develop a solution. Next, using recycled materials and a large dose of creativity, students build
a prototype and a display to communicate their ideas.
The user-centered format promotes empathy, creativity and critical thinking. The designing,
prototyping and improving stages promote resilience and provide hands on practice in problem
solving and resourcefulness.
We end our unit exploring a few of today’s most innovative thinkers and the challenges they are
working on. The goal is to give your students the preparation and inspiration to become agents of
change, now and in the future.

TECHNOLOGY

The design process is a big part of 7th grade Technology. In the final two rotations, 7 th graders
will learn sophisticated architectural skills necessary to build their “dream homes.”
Students will learn how to create architectural plans using a ¼”=1 foot scale. They will also learn
how to use architectural scales to assist them in creating their plans. Students will learn the
essential skill of home design. Each student will be given the opportunity to create a number of
“fun rooms” to put in their dream homes.
Students will follow the design process to complete this project. An architectural design brief
with specifications and directions will be given to each team. Students will work in groups,
communicate and compromise effectively. At the end of the unit students will have the
opportunity to present their house project to the entire class and explain the steps they used to
create their homes.

WORLD LANGUAGE
S

6th Grade Introduction to Spanish
Students are learning to ask and tell time, talk about daily schedules and express what they need
for their classes. Students are able to use adjectives to describe their classes, they are also
able to produce short writings in the form of paragraphs. Next, students will be conjugating –ar
verbs in the present tense. In our next unit, students will be able to talk about foods and
beverages, and say which foods they like and do not like. Students will continue to build on their
listening, speaking reading and writing skills through the remainder of the year as we move
forward to our final assessment.

6th Grade Alternate Day Spanish
We are wrapping up the unit on the calendar. Students have been learning about days, months,
weather expressions and seasons. Soon students will be able to talk about daily activities and
express likes and dislikes. Students are encouraged and expected to study vocabulary daily for
at least 5 minutes, and participate and use the target language in the classroom as much as
possible.

8
Spanish 7
Students continue to increase proficiency skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking. They
are expanding knowledge of vocabulary by learning about topics related to celebrations, planning
parties, chores and responsibilities. The grammar focus is on irregular verb conjugations in the
present tense and commands. The combination of new vocabulary and grammar is giving students
the knowledge to express themselves with more fluency in the target language. The language lab
continues to be a valuable resource for student engagement and communication.

Spanish 8
The Spanish 8 students are busy "dressing themselves," using their reflexive verbs and clothing
vocabulary. They can also specify whether they like "this" article clothing, "that one," or "that
one way over there". Students also wrote, acted in, and videotaped themselves in a skit,
incorporating the use of the reflexive verbs, vocabulary, and other grammatical concepts that
they have been learning. This intellectually-engaging activity included all 4 skills of learning a
world language: speaking, listening, writing, and reading. The end results were "increíbles!”

8th Grade Introduction to Spanish
Spanish students continue to expand their vocabulary and improve the skills of listening, reading,
writing, and speaking on a daily basis. Students are able to conjugate –ar verbs, describe people
and things, and will learn to describe where various objects are located in the classroom (or in the
home). Students will be able to describe different places in the school. Students continue to
work on pronunciation and communicating using the vocabulary they have learned this year.

French 6
6th Grade French students are learning to describe themselves and their family, friends, and
personal possessions. The linguistic focus is on the noun group: articles, nouns, and adjectives.
They use their critical thinking skills as they learn to observe the concepts of gender and nounadjective agreement, and to apply these patterns in French. Students continue to focus on
listening, speaking, reading, and writing in French. In addition, the current unit of study presents
the multi-cultural reality of contemporary France, while highlighting the common interests of
French and American youth.
Recently 6th Grade French students enjoyed a cheese tasting. They learned about some of the
French provinces as they sampled different French cheeses.

French 7
7th Grade French students are learning to talk about different foods and meals, set the table,
order a meal in a restaurant, go grocery shopping, and ask people to do things for them. They will
learn to express quantities, use object pronouns, and conjugate more irregular verbs. Students
use critical thinking skills as they begin to understand the concept of the partitive and to observe
differences between object pronouns in French and English.
Students will use the food vocabulary and communication skills that they practice in the classroom
on the upcoming excursion to Bernard’s! They will speak in French as they interview the French
chef about French customs, food, and culture.

French 8
Bon appetit! Nothing peaks our interest like eating, and for that reason students are rather
excited to be studying food vocabulary and expressions again. Classes are applying their
knowledge to create realistic restaurant dialogues. They are learning vocabulary to purchase more
specific food quantities from “le marché” such as “une tranche de jambon” and “un morceau de
fromage.” Students have learned that the French enjoy buying their specialty items in different
shops that include la boulangerie, for bread, la patisserie, for sweets, and la crémerie, for cheese.
We are planning a virtual Michelin-star “lunch in Paris,” and subsequently, hope to enjoy a real
“café experience” in class with some French treats provided by students.
Linguistically, students are studying the finer nuances and contrastive uses of definite, indefinite,
and partitive articles relating to food, which are a bit different from English and can be tricky to
navigate. We are reinforcing and expanding on some stem-changing verbs that let us talk about
buying, paying, and our preferences. Additionally, we are learning the very useful verbs “to want”,
“to be able to”, and “to should.’” The “café en classe” will be an engaging cumulative experience to
use what we have learned.
In March, the 8th grade students took a field trip to the MoMA in Manhattan. The very famous
works of art enchanted students during our private gallery tour. Some favorites included “Starry
Night” and “Les Demoiselles d’Avignon,” and having the opportunity to view them before the
crowds came was an unforgettable experience. After our guided tours, students ate lunch
together and then created their own abstract still life. Producing art in an abstract way was a
challenge that most everyone enjoyed, with a result of varied and interesting projects currently
on display in the hallway outside of Madame Mulvihill’s room. Many thanks to all our chaperones
who accompanied the students on this trip.

Latin
Have you ever wondered what ancient deities and heroes would be up to, if they lived in the modern
world? Latin 6 & 7 students did, so they made Latin-language business cards for ancient figures,
updating their Roman spheres of influence and adapting them to the modern world. Before that,
though, they got a literal taste of the Roman world when they made garum (an ancient fish paste,
which tastes better than in sounds) with Ms. Woelfel in Home and Careers. Their next project,
though, is the most daunting - writing Latin letters to their stylus sodales ("pen pals") in the style
of an illuminated manuscript. mirabile dictu!

HEALTH
8th Grade Health (First Group)
We are currently in the last weeks of Health for the first group of 8 th graders (until May 4th).
As we explored the topics mentioned in the last newsletter (puberty, self-esteem communication
and healthy/unhealthy relationships, cyber-bullying to highlight a few) we also addressed suicide
prevention. We will continue discussions about sexuality & gender awareness, abstinence, STI
and HIV/AIDS prevention. I’m excited to announce that students will hear from a variety of
guest speakers including high school students for the Prevention Awareness Council (PAC) and our
H.S. Sexuality & Gender Alliance (SAGA), our School Social Workers about Sexual Harassment
and our School Resource Officer.

8th Grade Health (Second Group)
On May 7th, the second round of 8th graders will start Health, and we begin the cycle of primarily
focusing on communication and human growth and development. Within the 30 days together,
students will explore a range of topics including puberty, self-esteem, stress-management,
healthy and unhealthy relationships, cyber-bullying, suicide prevention, sexuality & gender
awareness, abstinence, STI and HIV/AIDS prevention. These students will also have access to
the exciting list of speakers discussed for the first group in Health.
Please know that the social and emotional health of middle school students is very important, and
you may to contact your child’s School Counselor or myself about any anticipated concerns you
might have. My email address is eferrara@klschools.org
For more information about health standard go to the NYS Health Guidance Document link:
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/GuidanceDocument4.25.update.pdf

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
We had our own “March Madness” in the gym as our PE classes concluded the basketball season
with playoffs and championship games. After Spring break, classes have been playing team
handball. We look forward to the spring weather and taking classes outside to do a soccer unit,
spring fitness testing and tennis/badminton.

MUSIC
The 6th, 7th and 8th grade Band, Choir and Orchestra ensembles are busy preparing their
repertoire for their Spring Concert while fine tuning their sight reading and theory skills. The
concert schedule is as follows:

CONCERT SCHEDULE
Spring Band Concert
Spring Orchestra Concert
Spring Choral Concert will be held on Arts Night

Tuesday, May 22, 2018
Thursday, May 31, 2018
Monday, June 4, 2018

All concerts start at 7:00 p.m. and are held in the JJMS theatre.
We hope to see all of you there!

In 6th grade, Discovering Music students are continuing their studies of music theory and the
piano keyboard. The 7th grade Discovering Music classes are learning to play scales on the piano
keyboard while furthering their musical theory knowledge. The 8th Grade Discovering Music
classes studied the Impressionist period delving into the era by studying, not only the music, but
the artists and poetry of that time period. They are now busy learning the guitar.
We would like to CONGRATULATE the students below who performed in the All County Ensembles
on Saturday, March 3, 2018 at SUNY Purchase.

All County
Intermediate Band
Sadie Goodman
Tess Goodman

All County
Elementary Choir
Zoe Dollar
Julia Johnston
Julia Perkowski

All County
Intermediate Choir
Livia DeRose
Michaela Kirby
Maya Nelson
Bella Winstanley

All County
Orchestra
Violet Alterio
Lawrence Martin

Third Trimester Band and Orchestra Lessons are well underway, so be sure to ask your child
about his/her lesson schedule!

Mrs. Fraczek
jfraczek@klschools.org

Mrs. Gambulos-Cody
egambulos@klschools.org

Ms. Leventhal
eleventhal@klschools.org

LIBRARY NEWS

April is Poetry Month, and the library is ready! The library has lots of poetry books, a poetry
book display, and a gallery walk of haiku. Mrs. Osborn is promoting Poem in Your Pocket Day-a
day to celebrate the joy of poetry on April 26th. The idea is for everyone to carry copies of a
favorite poem to share with others, to read their poem to others, and to ask others to share a
poem with them. Come search for a poem or take one from the poem table.
Lessons and Collaborations:
As always, classes came to the library for book talks and book selection. New books as well as
older books were featured, and book talks by genre were presented to help students make their
choices.


Sixth grade social studies classes have made many trips to the library to research ancient
China, using both print and digital sources.



Mr. Weiss’s students did a book pass to build background knowledge about volcanoes and
earthquakes, then researched a specific seismic event using Research in Context database.
They also plotted volcanoes around the world on a map.



Poetry activities have been popular.

Both Ms. Daley-Savo’s classes and Mr. Grossman’s

enjoyed a gallery walk of untitled poems where students came up with the titles. It was fun
and thought-provoking.


Mr. Grossman’s students were shown how to analyze and mark a poem for presentation and
then shared their interpretations.



Ms. Gambulos brought her music students to learn about impressionistic art and poetry to
extend her unit on impressionistic music. Students wrote haiku based on impressionistic
paintings.



“Be a Better Annotator” was the theme of a lesson for Ms. Jeran’s classes. The lesson included
a gallery walk on social media, to introduce the book



Students in Ms. O’Neil’s ELA classes participated in 2 activities to enrich their understanding
of the book A Long Walk to Water. They created maps of Sudan and South Sudan, and
experienced a gallery walk about the world water crisis.



And finally, Ms. Osborn visited Ms. Kelly’s classes in costume as Rachel Carson, author of Silent
Spring and Ms. Daley-Savo’s classes as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who spent her life advocating
for women’s rights.

Library Organization:
All of the library bookshelves have been reinforced and strengthened. Thank you to Herb and
John from Buildings and Grounds for their hard work and care. This project involved emptying
the shelves, adjusting the shelf openings, and replacing the books-a lot of work! Thanks to the
parent volunteers who helped, and who come faithfully week after week to shelve books, label
books, make signs, laminate teaching aids and more!
Makerspace:
The Makerspace continues to provide materials for schoolwork and for creative projects.
Students may use the space for projects, creating and tinkering during lunch and after school.
Embroidery and pillow-making are very popular. Donations of art, craft and recyclables are always
appreciated.

