June 2019
Dear Katonah-Lewisboro Families:
As the warm days of summer approach, we encourage you to begin thinking about
summer reading! Reading can be an enjoyable activity that helps children fill long summer days
while expanding their horizons by exposing them to ideas and situations outside of their own
experiences. Making time for reading daily over the summer allows children to continue practicing
all the important skills they’ve been working on throughout the school year. It can alleviate
boredom during travel, but even if you’re planning to stick close to home this summer, your child
can travel to faraway lands through the pages of a book!
This summer the Katonah-Lewisboro elementary school librarians are joining with the local
public libraries to promote summer reading. Libraries all across New York have chosen the theme
A Universe of Stories! for their summer reading program. The Katonah-Lewisboro elementary
school librarians have put together a list of favorite authors to help you and your children choose
their summer reading material. These suggestions are simply jumping off points for your child’s
summer reading adventure. Please do not feel restricted by the list! Allow your child to choose
what interests him/her. For those families who like to read the latest and greatest in children’s
literature and want to expand their children’s universe of stories, we have also assembled a list of
our personal favorite diverse books published over the past few years!
We are encouraging elementary students across the district to broaden their horizons as
readers by participating in our very own Universe of Stories reading challenge this summer. To
complete the challenge, students should read 3 books, one in each of the following
categories:
1) A book that has a character who is from a different culture , a different race, or speaks a
different language.
2) A book where the setting is a place that is different from your community.
3) A book about the earth, the Milky Way, or the whole universe!
Students who complete the attached challenge will be celebrated in September! They are
welcome to use their creativity to draw pictures of their books, take photographs of themselves
reading, or print book covers to attach to their forms.
Please don’t forget to stop by your local public library, introduce your family to the
librarians, and sign your child up for their great summer programs. Printed copies of the author
lists are also available in the local public libraries. Be a reading advocate for your child by
supporting summer reading. Thank you!
Sincerely,

Jeanne Hand, KES Librarian
Juli Hoffman, IMES Librarian
Nick Grasso, MPES Librarian

