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Sports programs were short on ﬁeld space for practice and
games until the early 1950s, when the citizens of Pelham approved
the building of a new sports ﬁeld complex and ﬁeld house at
Parkway Field. Sixteen acres of land, once described as barren and
hilly, exuding rocks and becoming a swamp after heavy rains, were
turned into a sports ﬁeld that ranked among the “ﬁnest and most
complete in the metropolitan area.” It included a track, baseball
and softball diamonds, a varsity-size football ﬁeld, tennis courts
and a ﬁeld house. The ﬁeld was later renamed Glover Field in honor
of Colonel John Glover who led the Battle of Pell’s Point in the
Revolutionary War and was responsible for the safe withdrawal of
General George Washington from the Battle of Harlem Heights.
In 1979, Roosevelt Field, adjacent to the high school, was
renovated through the endowment of former School Board
President Roscoe Ingalls and renamed in his honor. The community
approved the building of a new regulation-size ﬁeld on Franklin
Place and the restoration of Glover Field, as well as ﬁelds at
Prospect Hill and Hutchinson Schools, in 1997.
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Show Time
The important role of the arts in the Pelham Schools is reﬂected
not only in the award-winning theater productions, art exhibitions,
and musical performances that have occurred throughout its history
but also in the way participation in the various programs transforms
students.
Last spring, with undiminished enthusiasm, approximately 100
alumni returned for a 25-year retrospective of PMHS Sock ‘n Buskin
musicals. Expressing the sentiments of many former students, one
1984 PMHS graduate said of her experience, “The arts made me a
much stronger person than I would have ever been without them.”
Two murals in the PMHS Information Center also are a testimony
to the role of the arts in this community. Residents contributed their
own money during the Depression to help support the creation of
these murals which were part of the Public Works of Art project
instituted by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The two panels depict
the theme of communication, from primitive drawings to the printing
of the modern newspaper and the invention of the radio.
This year, through the Pelham Education Foundation, an arts-ineducation fund will get underway to further enhance the role of the
arts in the Pelham Schools.

