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PS 166’s ELA Vision
●
●
●

Teach the process, not the product
The more children read and write, the more fluent they
are
The types of writing children do (informational, opinion,
and narrative) will make them college and career ready

Fifth Grade Units
READING

WRITING

Interpretative Book Clubs

Narrative Craft

Tackling Complexity: Moving Up Levels of Non-Fiction

Journalism

Raising the Level of Interpretation: Clubs, Literary
Conversions, and Writing about Reading

Literary Essay: Opening Texts and Seeing More

Argument and Advocacy: Researching Debatable Issues

The Research Based Argument Essay

Fantasy Book Clubs

Fantasy Writing

Reading in the Content Areas: Civil Rights

The Lens of History: Research Reports: Civil Rights Movement

Reading

Fourth Grade Units

Writing

The Heart of the Story - Interpreting Characters

Arc of Story: Realistic Fiction

Reading the Weather - Non Fiction

Personal and Persuasive Essays

Interpretation Book Club

Literary Essay

Reading History : The American Revolution

Bringing History to Life: American Revolution

Test Prep

Test Prep

Historical Fiction

Historical Fiction Writing

Power and Perspective

Graphic Novels

Tools used in the reading and writing workshop
●

Checklists and Learning Progression
○

●

Rubrics
○
○

●

Written in child-friendly language in first person so they can plan
out what they’re expected to do, what they’re already doing, and what
they need to work on
Shows students how the skills they’re practicing will be graded
Demonstrates skills from two grades below their current grade, skills
on their grade level, and skills one grade above their grade

Exemplar/Mentor Texts
○

An example of what the type of writing in the genre should look like

Types of writing
●

Opinion writing
○

●

Narrative writing
○

●

We believe that students will be able to advocate for themselves and
others by using a persuasive and compelling voice
We believe that students will be able to tell their own stories well
on job applications, in interviews, and in college applications

Informational writing
○

We believe that students will be able to teach others, now and in the
future

Credit: Mary Ehrenworth, “Parents as Partners”. April
2014.

Exemplars
●
●

Examples of what narrative writing should look like in
3rd-6th grade
The skills of each grade build on each other
○

●

For example, dialogue in 3rd grade is not necessarily separated,
while in 4th grade it is tagged for each speaker

How can we use these
○
○

Cover up the grade levels, and then have your student self-assess and
ask themselves which piece they think they are most close to
As you look over their writing in their notebook, have in your mind
what their writing could look like, and ask them questions to guide
them towards that type of writing

Parents As Partners
Tips for Recreating the Workshop at Home:
●
●

Kids need support in “finding a quiet space to write and
read”
Tip 1: Help writers rehearse their structure
○
○
○

At the beginning of the process
Talking helps kids sort, sequence, and correlate. (especially with
argument)
Ask before: “How will your story/essay/article go?”

Credit: Mary Ehrenworth, “Parents as Partners”. April
2014.

Parents As Partners
Tip 2:
●
●
●
●

Help writers elaborate

Rehearse with your writer.
Kids say a lot more they write.
Work on trying to remember what he or she said so you are prepared later
to help with elaboration.
Jot great phrases or ideas.

Parents As Partners
Tip 3: Monitor students’ comprehension as they are reading
at home.
Tools: Bands of complexity Levels N-Z
Academic Comprehension Question
( See handout)

Parents As Partners
Tip 4:
●
●

●
●
●

Show children how to work with study partners.

Help children turn their friends into study partners.
When kids go off to higher education they’ll do better if
they can learn to study with their friends...especially if
they learn to push one another.
Build a peer culture that also honors academic prowess
Help by orchestrating times for friends to writer in the
same space and watching how it goes.
Tuck in tips: “Did you try out your story on Amber?” “You
might have Henry look over your essay with the lens of…”

