ELA State Test
PS 166M PARENT INFORMATION
ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS IN NEW YORK
STATE TAKE YEARLY STATE TESTS IN CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECTS
TO ASSESS THEIR MASTERY
OF THE COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS.

STATE TEST DATES:
Wednesday, March 25th
Thursday, March 26th
ALL GRADES WILL BE TESTED OVER 2 DAYS:
One booklet each day
❖DAY 1:
▪ Multiple choice
❖DAY 2:
▪ Short response
▪ Extended response

ELA TEST DESIGN
THIRD, FOURTH. & FIFTH GRADE
Grades

Day 1

Day 2

3-4

4 Passages
- 24 multiple choice

3 Passages
- 6 short response
- 1 extended
response

5

5 Passages
- 35 multiple choice

3 Passages
- 6 short response
- 1 extended
response

Timing:
The New
York State
ELA Test is
UNTIMED
for all
students.

What does this mean
for our students?
✧They can read passages two times
✧Read passages more closely
✧Read questions more closely
✧Time to look back if necessary
✧Time to plan your writing, reread,
and revise
✧Time to check your work

The ELA Exam Matches Our Instruction
The ELA Assesses
1. Reading Comprehension
• Children read passages in a variety of
genres and answer multiple choice,
short and extended response
questions
• Children need to read complex texts
closely

2. Writing to communicate
information and ideas
• Each grade has a portion of the ELA
where they need to construct an
answer to a question based on
passages read

Our Curriculum Teaches
1. Reading Comprehension

• Children read texts in a variety of genres
• Children are taught how to navigate complex
texts during read aloud and small group work
• Children ask and answer questions about their
texts in partnerships, clubs and independently
• Children learn to talk across texts, thinking
about themes, author’s craft, mood, etc.
2. Writing to communicate information and ideas
• Children write to prepare for
conversations
• Evidence is needed to back up ideas
• Writing units designed to teach children
how to write an essay: present argument,
backed by evidence

The ELA Exam Matches Our Instruction
The ELA Assesses
3. Stamina

• Children need to sustain reading and
writing for an extended period of time
• Children need to produce a volume of
writing quickly

4.The ability to persevere through
difficulty

Our Curriculum Teaches
3. Stamina
• Children read and write for extended time
• We teach children how to monitor their
stamina

4. The ability to persevere through
difficulty
• We teach at an instructional level, creating

high expectations and challenges for
students
• We teach problem solving strategies;
multiple attempts at problem solving is
reinforced and encouraged
• Risk taking is encouraged

Multiple Choice Strategies
*READ THE DIRECTIONS – MAKE SURE YOU KNOW THE # OF QUESTIONS YOU’LL BE ANSWERING*

1. Read the question, ask: what does the question mean, and what is the question asking me to do?
TIP: Is this question asking me to think of a part of the text or the whole text?
You may want to code important key words in the question!!
2. Come up with your own answer before reading the choices. Then look for a choice that means the
same as your answer. If you find the answer you predicted, make sure there isn’t a BETTER answer.
TIP: Cross out the choices that are 100% incorrect!!
3. Read ALL the choices before you answer the question. Say to yourself why each choice isn’t the
answer and why one is the answer. When you get down to two answers, think to yourself: what is the
better answer. Don’t over analyze. What is the answer that most people would choose.
TIP: Do not eliminate until you read all the choices because:
You always want to make sure you pick the best answer and not just a good answer.
4. Make sure the answer you choose answers the question!
TIP: reread the question with the correct answer choice right after to make sure that
the question and answer match.
5. What do you do if NONE of the choices fit what you thought the answer would be? You might have
misread the question. Reread it SLOWLY, making sure you read EVERY word. Say what the question is
asking in your own words.
TIP: If you have no idea TAKE A SMART GUESS do not leave it blank.

Strategies for Short Answer Questions
1. Read the test question.
2. Ask, “What does the question mean? What do I have to do to answer it?”
3. Identify how many parts in the question: RESPONSES Usually have four parts:
• Restatement of the question
• The answer to the question (your opinion or thesis statement)
• Detail 1: (from the text)
• Detail 2: Another Different Detail (from the text)
4.Think back to the passage and ask:
• What text details will help me answer the question?
• Go back to the passage and underline the evidence.
• Text evidence are actual lines from the text! COPY lines from the text that proves our answer!
•One part that shows this is...
•Another part that shows this is…
5. Then... reread the question and your response ask yourself:
• Does it make sense?
• Did I use the required # of text details?
• Did I use periods, capital letters and my best spelling?

Common Mistakes
You answered the question, BUT you didn’t have enough details. Sometimes the 2nd detail is
the same as the 1st detail, just stated in a different way.
TIP: Choose details from DIFFERENT PARTS of the text.
2. You gave several answers to the question and not enough details.
TIP: Reread your whole response and make sure you LIFTED actual lines from the text
for your details.
3. You thought you answered the question, but you really only have details from the text.
TIP: Think of BOXES and BULLETS!
Restate Question and Provide your Answer
Detail 1
Detail 2
4. You answered the question, AND you have 2 details, BUT…the details DO NOT match what
you are trying to prove in the answer.
TIP: After you choose a detail ask yourself:
“Does this detail prove __________? Repeat your answer.

1.

Short Response Rubric

Student Response 1

Short Response Score

Student Response 2

Short Response Score

Student Response 3

Short Response Score

Extended Response
1. Questions usually have more than one part
2. The parts of the question are usually bulleted to help students know what to
include in their answers.
3. Students use the same strategies they used to answer a short response question
But they need to add more details to each part
4. Sample structure for an extended response:
. Start the response with an introduction sentence or thesis statement.
Sometimes the question has an introduction sentence as the first sentence which can be copied,
sometimes we need to create an introduction sentence.
• Answer each bullet: ADDT
• Answer
• Detail 1
• Detail 2
• This shows, this explains, this means…
• Wrap up the story by including closure
In conclusion, repeat the thesis statement then add analysis .For example a lesson learned or a big
trait (something that was not answered in the question)
Then... reread the question and your response ask yourself:
• Does it make sense?
• Did I use the required # of text details?
• Did I use periods, capital letters and my best spelling?
5. There is a planning sheet for the extended response and students may use it to plan but remember to
transfer and write answer on the lined paper provided in this booklet.

Scoring the Extended Response
The score is based on a 4 point scale
• There are 4 criteria that determines how many points a student receives:
➢ Content and Analysis—the extent to which the essay conveys complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately in order to support claims in an analysis of topics
or texts
➢ Command of Evidence—the extent to which the essay presents evidence from the
provided texts to support analysis and reflection
➢ Coherence, Organization, and Style—the extent to which the essay logically organizes
complex ideas, concepts, and information using formal style and precise language
➢ Control of Conventions—the extent to which the essay demonstrates command of the
conventions of standard English grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling.

• The scoring is holistic – a scorer reads the response and after considering all the
criteria, determines how many points a student receives

Extended Response

Supporting Your Child at Home
-

READ! READ! READ! (STAMINA)

READ NON-FICTION BOOKS ALOUD OR WITH YOUR CHILD

MODEL READING NON-FICTION INCLUDING NEWSPAPER ARTICLES, AND
MAGAZINES
-

-

DISCUSS NON-FICTION TEXTS AND THEIR IDEAS

KNOW WHAT IS GRADE-LEVEL APPROPRIATE AND KNOW YOUR CHILD’S
READING LEVEL

-

READ CHALLENGING BOOKS WITH YOUR CHILD AND TALK ABOUT TEXTS
ENCOURAGE WRITING AT HOME (LETTERS, FOR A VARIETY OF PURPOSES)
-

READ OFTEN AND CONSTANTLY WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

READ MULTIPLE BOOKS ON THE SAME TOPIC TO UNDERSTAND THE
MEANINGS OF NEW CONTENT-SPECIFIC WORDS

Preparing for Successful Test
-

MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD GETS PLENTY OF REST

-

PROVIDE A HIGH-QUALITY BREAKFAST

BE POSITIVE, BE SURE TO POINT OUT ALL THE THINGS THEY DO WELL

-

KEEP A GOOD ATTITUDE!

BE PATIENT AND PREPARE TO LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD’S CONCERNS

IF THEY FIND THEMSELVES ANXIOUS, REMIND THEM TO TAKE SEVERAL
SLOW, DEEP BREATHS TO RELAX

-

REMIND THEM THEY ARE WELL PREPARED AND GOING TO DO AMAZINGLY
WELL

For More Information...

Check out the Engage NY Website for helpful information:
www.engageny.org/resource/released-2018-3-8-ela-and-mathematics-state-test-questions

