Senior Year Check List
	Timeline:
	To Do:

	The Summer Before 
Senior Year
	· Review your career plans and decide which type of postsecondary school is best for you.  

· Obtain registration materials and test dates for the SAT or ACT assessments. 

· Request college applications and financial aid info on colleges of interest.  Organize each college into a separate file.  

· Keep a calendar of all admission and financial aid deadlines.
· Begin researching scholarships online.  Check with all the organizations and associations to which you and your family belong for scholarship opportunities.  

	September
	· Your counselor will meet with you for your Senior Conference to discuss college applications and financial aid.  

· If you are enrolled in Dual Enrollment courses, remember to do your very best.  These courses count as college credit and will be part of your college transcript.

· If you are a male who will be 18 at the time you complete FAFSA, register with Selective Services.

· Set up a date to tour the colleges you are interested in.  

· If you haven’t already taken the SAT or ACT, register for the test(s). 
· Check online for information about financial aid.  Look for state, federal and local programs from which you may be able to get aid.

	October
	· Be aware of early decision deadlines for colleges to which you want to apply.
· Check the website to see if the colleges you are considering require you to submit you aid applications earlier than the typical deadline so you can receive priority consideration for merit or need-based scholarships.  Your admission and financial aid applications might be due in the winter to qualify for some types of scholarships.  

· Visit your counselor’s office for information on state and local scholarships. 

	November
	· Sign up for a FSA ID, to complete your FAFSA online (www.fafsa.ed.gov).  (Also let your parents know that they will need a FSA ID)

	December
	· Make sure you have the forms you need for financial aid and to fill out FAFSA beginning January 1st.

· Review any early decision and early action responses.  If you are admitted to your early decision school and you have applied for financial aid you should also receive a financial aid award.  Some early action programs may admit you but not send a financial aid award notice until later in the spring.  Read your award letter carefully.  Some require you to submit a written acceptance.  Make sure you understand the terms and conditions of the award before making a final decision. 

	January
	· Prepare your tax return and make sure your parents prepare theirs, as early as possible, since you need income and asset figures from the returns to complete the FAFSA.

	February
	· Students and parents should attend the school’s Financial Aid Night.  
· Sign and submit the FAFSA as soon as possible.  Applying early improves the chances of receiving aid from as many sources as possible. 

· Listen to school announcements & watch for flyers about LOCAL scholarships available to you.

	March
	· See if there is an asterisk next to the EFC figure on your SAR.  If there is, your FAFSA was chosen for a routine process known as “verification.”
· Begin looking for a summer job.

	April
	· Read aid award letters carefully and be sure to meet deadlines for accepting awards.  Most admission decisions and financial aid award letters arrive this month.  
· Consider meeting with financial aid staff members to discuss your situation if your full need has not been met, or if your family’s financial situation has changed.  

	May
	· Be aware of any summer orientation sessions that you must attend at the school in which you will enroll, and make plans accordingly.
· Finalize your summer job plans and make a plan for saving a portion of your summer earnings.  

· Review your financial aid package.  If it includes student loans, your college will send you instructions about the loan application process.  You need to complete and sign the Master Promissory Note (MPN) to receive your Stafford Loan.

· Notify your guidance counselor of your college selection and any scholarships received. 

· Make sure your guidance counselor knows where to send your final transcript.

	The Summer 
Before College
	· Save money from your summer job to help with your first-year college expenses. 
· If living on campus, finalize your housing plans. 

· Follow up with the financial aid office to ensure all paperwork is complete.

· Check to make sure you have completed all forms correctly and met all deadlines so that financial aid funds will be credited to your student account before the beginning of the semester.

	September
	· If you have a Stafford Loan, complete loan counseling (or an “entrance interview”) so it can be disbursed.  This is a federal requirement to ensure that you understand all loan obligations.  The college’s financial aid office provides you with information about the counseling process – in most cases, you complete a brief online questionnaire. 
· Sign a promissory note if you have been awarded a Perkins Loan.

· If you have a work-study job, approach it with a professional attitude, even if it isn’t something you love.


